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Qn fame Articles publijhed in the Monthly Revi£W| 
relative to the " Memoirs on Jacobinism/' 



THERE arc Reviewers of whofe approbation I mall ever be 
proud) becaufe I know the propagation of good priori* 
pies to be the object of their labors. There are others, how* 
ever, whofe applaufe would always be hateful to me, becaufe* 
under the raalk of fcience, they difTeminate the principles of 
Impiety and Rebellion. To which of thefe claffes the Monthly 
Review may belong, I /hall not pretend to determine, as I am 
Hot in the habit of reading it ; but mould be fbrry to ground 
my judgment on the account which Dr. Griffiths, or his a/To- 
ciates, have given of the Memoirs of ' JtcobirJfm. Jn the Ap- 
pendix to his twenty-fifth Volume, he has loaded me with im- 
putations which I mould leave to the good fenfe of my Read- 
er, were I engaged in a mere literary difpute; but I have de- 
nounced the moft formidable confpiracy that ever was con- 
trived againft Religion and Society. I owe it, therefore, to my 
caufe, and to myfelf, to prove which of us is moft open to the 
charge of twfairnefs, of dexter -ii ty, or of treacherous ingenuity. 
Fortunately the talk is not difficult. _ 

Dr. Griffiths is pleafed to pafs a favorable fentence on my firft ™ 
Volume, treating of the Confpiracy of the Sophijers again ft the 
lkm\i i h) M he fays, that the Confpiracy " of the Sophifters 
: of RebdMhagainft the Throne is fo imperfectly fupported 
€< in the fecond volume, that he muft ftill afcribe the extinction 
f< of Royalty in FralMb^much more to the courfe of local e- 
f< vents in Paris, than to tke^revious concert and deliberate 
u wifh of the leaders of the Revolution."— -Certainly the Ja- 
cobins would not be forrow to fee?!fcji an opinion become pre- 
valent, for they alfo claim the right oT faying to Kings, if we 
attack your thrones you ma^ thank y^urfelves ; it was your 
perfidy anddefpotifm, much more than tYie effoits of a BrifTot 
or a Syeyes, that dethroned Lewis XVI ; i%was more owing 
to you than to Petion or Robefpiene that he was led to the 
fcaffold ; and,«bove all, it was the tyranny of ttw$ XVI. that 
engraved in our hearts that wifh to exterminate every King 
on earth. Dr» Griffiths alfo finds it more convenient peremp- 
torily to pronounce on the validity of the proofs wfcich I ad- 
duce, than to fubmit any of them to his readers, left the^; mould 
draw a very different conclufion. Not a word does he\nen- 
tion of the Letters, of the Syftems, of Holbach's Club, of the 
Central Committee, of the EmifTaries of the Grand Orient, mf 
the Declamations and formal Avowals of the adepts Le Ro£ 
Condorcet, Dudin, and his feUow- reviewers of the Mercurl. 
All this muft lead us to believe, that Dr. Griffiths is difficult 
•f conviction when he pleafes to be fo ; and that he can wuh* 

> 
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hold proofs when he is not in a humour to refute them. d<9 
many perfons will take the word of their teachers for grant- 
ed, that it is unneceffary for him to condefcend to give his rea- 
sons. We (hall fee whether he will deign to notice Sir Horace 
Walpole, who fo long fince denounced the Confpiracy of th6 
Sophifters of Rebellion. If Dr. Griffiths be determined to be 
blind, I cannot pretend to make him fee. 

idly, Dr. Griffithsalfo declares, that my pofition "is whol- 
ly erroneous," when I fay, that Equality and Liberty form the 
*fential and perpetual Creed of the Freemafons. Here I wat 
tempted to recognize a brother dupe, but he had his reafons 
for appearing to be better informed than I was. He then fpeaks 
of a communication opened between the Grand Lodges of 
London and Berlin 1776; and Berlin, he fays , was at that *ra 
the very focus of convergence for every ray of modern Philofo* 
phy; and then he afks, were thefe embaffies mere child* s play; 
or nvere there Timoleons concealed in the Latomies ( Lodges ) ? 
I candidly confefs, that had I known of thefe communications 
with the very center of Sophiftry, fo far mould I have been 
from retracting my proofs of the Confpiracy of the Freema- 
fons, that I fhould have given them a ftronger turn. I can alfo 
afTure him, that I would not have generalized to fuch an ex- 
tent my exception in favor of the Mafonry of the Grand Lodge 
of London, had I been informed that it could poflibly have 
contained members fo inimical to Kings as that Timolcon who 
afTaflinated his brother Timophane 9 for that fame caufe of hat- 
j| red to Royalty in which the Elder Brutus became the execu* 
w tioner of his Children, and the younger Brutus the murderer 
of Ccefar his benefactor. Let Englifh Mafons defend tbem> 
felves againft the imputations of Dr. Griffiths ; but eyjKytfiadr 
er will perceive, that the method he has adoprjj#tt>prove that^ 
my pofition was erroneous is rather extraordinary ; for, accord* 
ing to his aflertions, if I am culpable/tHs of having general* 
ized my exception too much iaiavsr of thofe to whom I tho't 
no guilt could attach. ' 

When we proceed to jfie third Volume treating of the lllu* 
minees, and I fpeak or their Confpiracy againft all fociety, 
property, and fciences^ then is be far more difficult of perfua* 
fion. It is here tharl am guilty of treacherous ingenuity, of 
partiality y and afhnfairnefs. Let the reader judge to which 
of us fuch imputations are the moft applicable. 

jdly, Tl^Keviewerdeduceshisgrandproofsmgainftmefrom 
the manncrtn which I have tranflated two of Weimaupt's texts* 
I mud oWb, that one of them gave me a confiderable deal of 
trouble, not on account of the language, for the words are clear 
enough^; but on account of the arrant nonfenfe, and, to me f 
irrecincileable contradiction of this text in the place where it 
ftands. To have tranflated Weifhanpt literally, we muft have 

ptde him fay, "few wants; this is tkefirjl ftep towards Li* 

- this reafon that Savages and the Learned (or 

( in the fupreme degree) are perhaps the only 

^ ily independent wen*' I here faw a great er* 

ror in dating our men of learning as thofe who have ihzfewej 
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*uants f or as the freeft, or as the moft independent of Socie* 
ty. To enable them to attend folely to their ftudies, they ftand 
in need of a fufficient fortune to relieve them from attention to 
temporal concerns. They ftand in need or the labor of others 
to cloath, lodge, and nourifo them. They are above all others 
dependent on iociety for that date of peace and tranquillity fo 
neceflary to the progrefs of fcience. They muft, therefore, be 
monfters of ingratitude if they do not recognize that public au- 
thority, without which fciences muft banifh. Putthe moft learned 
member of the Royal Society into a defert or a foreft, ana in 
another part put a country clown, and fee which of the two 
will tare beft, or ftand moft in need of the help of others. 

But this is not ail ; Weifhaupt pofitively afTerts, that flavery 
is the offspring of the fciences ; and can it follow from fuch 
a pofnion, that the moft fcientific are the freeft and moft in- 
dependent of men ? As from a variety of other pailages 1 knew 
that, according to the modern Spartacus, no men were really 
enlightened, unlefs it were the favages, or thofe who wifhed 
to carry us back to the favage ftate; I tranflated it thus : 
u Hence few wants is the firjl flep towards Liberty. — // // 
"for this reafon, that the favages are the moft enlightened of 
*' men y and perhaps they alone are free;" but I took the pre- 
caution to add the German text, (" Darum find wilde, und 
" in hocftken grad aufgeklarte, vielleicht die einzige freye 
*• menfchen ,, ) that each reader might give the fenfehe chofe 
to the original. Br. Griffiths has done more, he has quoted 
that other text, in which Weifhaupt literally declares flavery 
to be the offspring of the fciences ; he neverthelefs makes 
WeiQiaupt fay, that favages and the fully enlightened are per* 
~ksj£A>tke only free men. '1 his certainly approaches nearer to a 
li teraPlww^ation , and the fentence taken in the abftraft may 
be more correct ; my tranflation, however, is conformable to 
the fenfe of the xiiftourfe ; but I have no objection to fubftitute 
that given by Dr. Griffiths, provided a N. B. be added, to warn 
the reader of the nonfenfe of it, and the grofs contradiction it 
contains. * • "\ 

4thly, Dr. Griffiths, or the tffiter he employs, next pro- 
ceeds to the French.— — " The t^xt of Weifhaupt exprefly 
" fa^s, out of our frefent imperfecl forms of civil union we 
"Jbalt pafs intfnew and better chofix; but the Abbe, in 
u order to attribute to him the 'pervene project of perpetu* 
*' ating anarchy, unfairly renders the pafTafce as if we were to 
•« pafs back into the favage ftate." Then, as ffthe had it in his 
power to quote numberlefs exampJesof my unfair tranflations, 
he adds, * fc On the topic of Property, fimilar freedoms have 
•* been ufed, with a not lefs treacherous ingenuity*? 

Upon my word Dr. Griffiths here fathers, with Meat facili* 
ty, his own failing upon others. Sir, notwithftandin£ the bafe 
and calumnious peculations which you chofe to verftapainft 
me, 1 wrote to ycu as to a Reviewer upright in his intenions, 
yet liable to miftake, but who, after fuch violent impnt^ions, 
would condefcend at leaft to infert in a future numberiof his 
Reyiew # the explanation which I had fent him. You derifed m« 
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this means of defence ; t then told you, that I mould not Fear* 
the public in that error into which your Review might lead 
them, as in the prefent circumftances the confequences might 
be too dangerous. I requefted a meeting in order to lay before 
you the Original Writings* and therein to point oat evident 
proofs that your imputations were unjuft. You refufed thefc 
means of re&ifying your miftake. What, then, entitles you to 
better treatment than you have given to a man who was raoft 
certainly a&uated by no other fentiment than that of the pah* 
lie good, and whom you choofe to calumniate in defiance of 
convidion ? 

It pleafes Dr. Griffiths alfo to reprefent ray letter (in which 
I informed him, that I would not leave the poblic in an error) 
as a rifible threat of denouncing him as an Illuminee (June 
% 798 ). He adds, that I am " at full liberty to accufe or com* 
€i pliment him by fuch a defer ipt ion." You may, Sir, take what 
I am going to fay as a reproach or as a compliment; but, with- 
out pretending to fay whether you are initiated in the fecreti 
bf Illumioifm or not, this much I can affert, that no Illuminee 
could have mown left candor than has the author of the article 
to which I am about to reply. 

So far was I from attributing any other intention to Wei- 
fhaupt, than that which he really had, when he wrote thefe 
words, Arts den Jiaalen tretten wir in neue kluger gcwdhlte, 
Which I have tranflated, de cesfocietes nouspajfbns a des vceu* 
a un choix plus /age (from thefe focieties we proceed to further 
v/i/hes, and to a wifer choice); and as this fentence, taken ab- 
ftra&Iy, has no fignification either in German or French, I, 
in a note, called the attention of the reader to the fentvee 
that immediately followed, as explaining the nature oktha*-^ 
wifer choice (Fr. Vol III.)— -The Englifh tiunjbge/has o- *\ 
mitted this note, which, in reality was onlyapMed through 
an excefs of precaution. But had he inferjad-ffwhat would it 
have proved ? Nothing but an efpecjaJLeare on my fide not to 
attribute to Weifhaupt any meaningthat did not entirely co*» 
incide with the text. Am J^o blame, if what precedes and 
what follows that fentence dfidently demonftrate that this So- 
pjiifter was endeavoring tpffead us back to thefavage ftate ?— ■ 
I mould fpare the Reviewer too much, or Ihould rather hold 
him out as an Ignoramus, were I to fay that h*could have been 
miftaken as to the meaning of that fentence. Here it is, with 
what precedes apofollows it : " Nature drew men from the 
•* favage ftatej'and re-united them in civil focieties ; fron* 
€t thefe focietid we proceed to further wijhes, and to a wifer 
*' choice,* New aflbciations prefent themtelves to thefe wifhes ; 

* The tote in quejlion would anfwer to the word choice, 
Volume til. ami is literally at follows: "Tea wifer choice; 
c: thij^fi the literal tranjlation of the text, aus den ftaaten tret- 
* l tenSvir in neue kluger gewahlte. The fentence that follows 
£i clea\ly enough exprejjes what this choice is.' 9 I placed the 
German text between a parenthejis immediately after the word 
choice ; and as the fentence alluded to immediately followed, t 



<v 



Digitized 



by Google 



OBSERVATIONS, &C Vil 

* f and by their means we return to the ftate whence nve carne^ 
9€ not again to run the former courfe, but the better to enjoy 
•* our deftiny." Since the Reviewer did not condefcend to fa- 
vor me with the interview I requeued, that I might (how him 
the German text, I here print it> that he may get it trao dated 
by whom, and where he pleafes j and I defy him to (how that 
I have either altered orwtfrptf/thefenfeofthatraflage: "Die 
•* natur hat das menfefhen gefchlecht ausden wildheit geriffen, 
*' und in ftaaten vereinight; aus denjlaatentretteniuir'tnneue 
€i Kltiger genvahltk. £u unferen wiinfehen nahen fich neue 
** verbindungen, und durch diefe langen wir wieder dort an, 
€€ wo wir aufgegangen find ; aber nicht urn dereinft den alten 
4< zirkul wieder zuriick zu machen,fondern um unfere weitere 
c * beftim-nung n'aher zu erfahren." Now I boldly afk, whether 
XI at viral ftupidity can be carried fo far, or whether any man can 
be fo totally deftirute of every idea of logic, as not plainly to 
Tee, that the ftate from which Weifliaupt /ays that Nature hat 
drawn us, and to which it is leading us back by means of his 
(fecret ) aflbciations, is, not the favage ftate. Befide, he adds, 
Let us explain this myftery; and how does he do this? why, by 
dedicating more than forty pages to prove, that the object of 
Nature in Secret Societies is to eradicate even the very name of 
people, Prince* Nation^ or Country ; and this he pofitively tells 
os is one of his grand myjleries. This monftrous Sophifter aifo 
fays, that Original ^ Sin* the Fall of Man* was no other than 
their reunion into civil Society; and that Redemption is our re» 
inftatement in that ftate which was anterior to fociety. It is 
even thus that he pretends to explain the gofpel: it is thus that 
h eex p lains the rough fiones* the Jlonefplit or broken* and thepor 
r^fwtinbqeof Mafonry. — And after this Dr. Griffiths and his 
co-operatorT^ill come and accufe us of unfairnefs* dexterity f 
and treachcrcus*m$enuity* becaufe we unfold the abfurdity of 
his favorite Illumimfin J Let our readers aflign thofe epithets 
to whom in their opiniofPrisey belong. 

5thl y. What can the Reviewexjoean by that great zeal which 
he (hows (or the characters of Vflgyhaupt and Knigge, thof* 
two prototypes of Illuminifm? In order to juftify them, he 
comes and talks to us of the Theifm aqd of the opinions which 
they affecled in their public writings, and aib the brother 
dupe, grounding his opinion on Weifhaupt's giving the wri- t 
tings of the Socinian JBaJ/edonv to his novict^ What does ail ' 
this prove to a man who is fpeaking of the fecret opinions of 
Knicge and Weifliaupt, and who has demonftrated the whole 
doclrine of their confpirrng myfteries; to a man wfio proves to 
you, by the very letters or Weifliaupt and Knigg^that after 
che perufal of the writings of the Socinian Baftedow\hefe two 
atheifts recommend and give to their adepts the wrAngs of 



Med upon the remainder %f the note as perfetlly ufeUfs, SM t 
tuhted it; for <who could have dreamt that any per/on could tav 
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cavilled at Jo clear a fentence ? I only t ran (bribe the note imthis 
$1 ace t t hat every reader fnay^udge ef Dr. Griffiths' s candour. •*• 
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the atheift Boulanger, of the atheift Robinet, of the atheift 
Helvetius, of the atheift Diderot; and that Knigge even com* 
plains, that fuch a fuperabundance of Atheifm would betray 
the tendency of the Sect too foon? (Original Writings, Vol, 
I. Let. 3, from Spartacus to Cato. — Vol. II. Let. 2. from Phi* 
io to Cato J — To what purpofe, let me aflc, is all the ftufF 
which the Reviewer has copied from the German Jlluminees 
about the Jefuits; all thofe panic terrors^hich he affecls about 
the return of Catholicifm in a proteftant country; as if protes- 
tants and perfons of every religion were r><R bound in one in- 
tereft to counteract the plans of Illuminifm? If Dr. GrifHths 
wifhes to miflead the Engli/h nation, as fome of the adepts did 
for a time in Germany, let him learn that the trick is dale j 
that it will be in vain foi him to copy Mirabeau or Bonneville, 
and, like them, cry up the alledged proofs of Jeiuits Mafonry 
difcovered by the [lluminee/.af/7ro-NicoLAi. Weareonthe 
fpot, and can verify thefe grand proofs. We beg Dr. Griffiths 
to favor us with a fight of that famous Pelican difcovered at 
Oxford; and that he will not forget to tell us how it comes to . 
pafs, that this Pelican // replaced by a Sparrow-hawk , whofe 
feathers grow again, and bow a Sparrow-hawk, wbo thus re- 
fledges itfelf evidently deroonftrates that Jefuits have long ftncc 
been hidden in the Englijh Ltdges ; and that if great care be 
not taken, they are on the eve of Tallying forth to make a moft 
terrible havock. He will alfo tell us how this demonftration 
becomes evident, when we obferve, that Sir Chriftopher Wren 
(the architect who built St. Paul's) was profeffor in one college 
at Oxford,and that the Pelican and Sparrow-hawk were found 
in another college. But I am forry to confider, that, when Dr, 
GrifHths (hall have ably developed all the grand proofo gi jrt i v 
by Nicolai, the Engli/h reader will be much tem#£ttto rank 
the inventor and his panegyrift in the famectafjfJ* 

Let not Dr. Griffiths think that while vidfmug our moulders 
at this miferable fable of CatholicLfenmd Jefuitifm latent in 
Freemafonry, we cannot product fubftantial proofs that this 
fable was only invented to ayert the attention of the inhabitants 
of proteftant countries from the progrefs made by the Illumi- 
nees. We can fhow thoie leaders of Uluminifm Brunner, the 
apoftate catholic curat&of Tiefenbach ; the apoftate Nimis, the 
Chabot of German^the adepts Dorfch, Blau t and IVreden, 
the famous Illumjaees of Spire, Mentz, and Bonne, meditating 
and combininjptmong themfelves the means of propagating 
this fable in Germany, juft as Dr. Griffiths had done in Eng» 
land. We c|n produce the letter of the adept Brunner to Ni- 
mist difcovpred among the papers of Blau and fent by the ofr 
ficers why/had feized them to the Bijhop of Spire. Dr. Grif- 
fiths knfws many things concerning Mafonry and Illuminifm ; 
but heJbay probably be unacquainted with this letter; it would 
pot Wt right that he fhould continue fo, as he will, by the in* 

* fSee Monthly Review, Augufl* 1798, pages 460 and 461-* 
Seeatfbthe miferable difcov.eries of Nicolai appreciated in a Ger-> 
wan work called the Veil torn from Mafonry, page 318, £?V. t ' 
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formation be hotter able to judge of the part that he is actW, 
and of the fervices that he is rendering Illuminifm. 

This difpatch is dated Jane 9, 1792, that is, juft about the 
time when the coalition of the crowned heads feeracd to me* 
loace Jacobinism with immediate destruction. The adepts are 
much occupied with inventing a plan for remodel ling Illumin- 
ifm, that it might acquire sew vigor. In this plan a cloak is 
fought, which, hiding the grand machine, leaves its inftroments 
at liberty to act without being feen, and to attain the object of 
the Sect without being fufpected of meddling with Illuminifm. 
The cloak that was thus to favor the views of the brethren, 
was an Academy of Sciences formed of two clafles of men, the 
one of men remarkable for their zeal in the caufe of religion, 

. the other of profound Ilkiminees. Honorary members were to 
be elected as protectors; *»</ j/ (fays the author of the plan) 
Dalbbrt once gets to his government (that is, if the Suffragan 
becomes Elector of Mentz ) be of all other princes nvouid be the 
fnoft proper for our objecl. We may perhaps unfold the 'whole 
vfour plan to him, and make Mentz the central point of our 
academy*— To do away every idea of the hidden myferies of this 
academy y it nvouid be right that each member Jliould wear on his 
breajl a medal bearing the infer ipt ion Rkli«ionietScikhtms 
(to religion and fciences).— The better to conceal our fecret ob- 

J eft, nve muft be careful to engage all the learned jfefuits y fuch 
as Sattler, Sailer, Mutschelle, and other learned re- 
ligious > that q/e perfeclly orthodox, fuch as Gerbert, and 
Schwartzueber. — It ivould even be right if it could be bro't 
about y that the eflablijhment of this academy Jhould be announced 
to the public by ajefuit, and not by one of us, 

^~*£ttjk Dr. Griffiths, has this plan come to your knowledge? 
Now Jtn»tpwhat the adept author of the plan fays : " Butlf 
u people crytwt againft hidden Jefiiitifm and again ft the pro- 
* c grefs of 'Cathototfkt, it will be fo much the better. That 
" would the better do awa&ill fufpicion of a fecret affociation ; 
*' one might (and this is worthy of Dr. Griffichs's obfervation ) 
u une'sfeff help to fpread this faffe alarm.' \ here add the 
text, for the benefit of a tranflation*from Dr. Griffirhs, which 
if he gives, I hope he will alfo add the text, that the public 
may pronounce on the treacherous ingenuity 2 " Wurde liber 
*' heimlichen Jefuitifm, oder iiber grb^re aufbreitung des 
il Katholicifm gefchrien, defto befftr; dadurch wiirde aller 
** verdacht einer geheimen verbindung nur"lta fo mehr be- 
4t feitiget. Man konte fogar diefen blinden larmTelb(l fchlagen 
** belfen." When, Sir, you mall have duly mediated on this 
plan of the adepts, 1 mould like to know what you could have 
done more to favor their views than you did in grfcuig an ac- 
count of Mr. Robifon's work, of my work, and of tfi% refera- 
ble produflion calling itfelf A firjl Letter of a Free mafon to 
the Abbe BarrutL You will, doubtlefs, remark, that t Inflate 
of this plan i3 June, 179*; fo you cannot refer your reapers 
to the f/laminceBoETiGEK to make them believe, that fincithe 
year 1790 there has been no farther queilion of iliuminijai ia 
Germany. 

B 
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OBSERVATIONS, &* 

t flatter myfelf that yon 06 w coincide ift opinion %5tn rite 
Ind that you think it might have been Better-^ift, T6 hive ei* 
ther fpoken of the ibove works with more candor and polite* 
fcefs, or not to have mentioned them at all.— adly# To have ac* 
ceptedthe invitation that I fent you, that I might lay the ori* 
ginal texts before you.-^jdiy, To have pdbhlhed the letter 
that I recjuefted you would inlert in your Review.-^Ahd 4thly # 
Not to have pretended that 1 had threatened to denounce you 
as an Uluminee. For really, Sir, I never felt the flighted in- 
ducement to pronounce whether the Illuminees bad ever ini- 
tiated yourfelf or your co* operators in their laft myfteries.-* 
You begin with granting that the confpiracy of the Sophifteri 
againft the altar really e lifts ; and when you come to the 
Illuminees you tell us, " that however extravagant taajbetht 
u opinions of fbme LEAt>i*6 \ke^ dmong the Illuminees y theave» 
" rage *wijl of the party, the colletled purfuit of the confederated 
"Lodge), appears rather to have had socinianisM and fcE* 
"publiCanism than Atheifm and Anarchy f$r its objetts. ' '— * 
(June, i;oS, p. 140.) — This is avowing at leaft that there est-? 
ifts in thefe Lodges a confpiracy again ft the God of the Gost 
pel, and againft the thrones of all fovefeigns. This is alio 
abandoning the chiefs or founders of the confederacy of the 
Illuminees. When you go fo far yodrfelf, Sir, as to grant all 
this, am I not entitled to afk what could induce you to accufel 
me of fo much treacherous ingenuity, when you confefs your* 
ielf that I might be in the right ; for you muft have teen that 4 
diftinguifhed the degrees; I have (hewn by the Very code of thd 
Illuminees how in their firft fchools they only infufed hatred 
for kings, and that fpecies of Socinianifm which borders fo 
* dofely on rank Deifm. This, I think* was fufficientlyj 
It confpiracy whofe tendency well deferved the augjiklfl 
public. When I accufe the Sedt of aiming aufne wildeft an* 
archy, I fkow that this myftery was refotiia to the profound 
adepts and chiefs, though their {ecrej^afprefent frequently es* 
capes them before a public audielfteTGenerally, Sir, they make 
the fame avowals as you d^They are pleafed to hear it faid 
that Voltaire, and thofe nWn whom they denorhinate£/v*^A 
lofopherty confpired againft Chriftiinity J and that other felf- 
created philofophers ofthe Lodges confbi red agaihft kings.-* 
This might contribute to make nations believe that it is not fo 
very criminal a tying to engage in fuch confpiracies. But it 
is a more diffijrtrft thing to invent a plaufible pretext for con* 
Fpiring againft all property and civil iociety ; and for that rea- 
fon more ye is taken to conceal the Ultimate views of their 
plots. M£nwhile, however, they cry down every author that 
dares tojfhmafk thefe hideous confpiratbrs. Was it under an 
illufiojfor wittingly, that you followed fo nearly the fame 
friethoxl in reviewing the works of Mr* kobifon and myfelf? 
Ponot ex peel a decifion from me. My objeft is, that the pub* 
liJmouId not be miflead to believe that 1 have exaggerated the 
mffteries of the Illuminees. I leave to that fame public to judg£ 
toother any of thcHcvicwets ate dupes or accomplices. 
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U. B. In fttpport of the account given by the Minify ltd* 
f/^iy, I am threatened with an anfwer from Sfartacu$ 
WEISH AyP r. My rejoinder is ready for this perfonage alfo. 
Let him meet me at the archives of Munich* where his letters 
are prefeived- But as that might expofe him to the peril of 
the gallows, I confent that be mould act by attorney. Let hin* 
prove then that thefe letters are fpurious ; and that the Court 
and Magiftrates of Bavaria impofed upon the world, when they 
publifhed thofe letters, and invited perfops of every country tp 
pome and verify the originals ; for all other apology on his fide 
pmft be ufelefs, and apy anfwer on mine fuperfluous. A com» 
plete anfwer to all {>is publications, as well as to his frft apolo* 
gy, is already publifhed in the code and hiftory of his Illumin* 
jfm , and all that { can poflibly (ay with reference to his wr \* 
IJngs i&ay be red^cejj to threp words, wrf mid wiffr 
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PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE; 



Objeci and Plan of this Volume. 

CONCEIVED but afhorttime before the French 
Revolution, by a man whofe ambition feemed con* 
lined within the narrow compafs of the town of Ingol- 
ftadt and to the dufty folios of his fchools, by what ttrangc? 
means did Illuminifm in lefs than fifteen years, become 
that formidable Seft which, under the name of Jacohiru 
rides triumphant over ruined altars, Qiivered fceptres, ana 
(battered crowns; over the wrecks of nations and their 
conftitutions ; over the bodies of potentates fallen beneath 
their poifons or their poignards, while they drag others fq 
their train, craving a fervitude termed peace, or branding 
themfelves with the infamy of what they call an alliance? 

Under this name of Jacobin absorbing all the myfte~ 
ries, plots, and combinations ofeverj'feftaryagalnfte ve- 
ry religion, government, and fociety, by what artifice 
could Illuminifm acquire that dominion of terror \yftich 
forbids any fovereign within the aftonifted univerfe to 
fay, To-morrow I (hall continue feated on my throne % 
which forbids nations and citizens to fey, that their laws 
'*IflhfeiigK>n, their houfes and property, will not ietora 
from them; which forbids the peaceful inhabitant to lip 
down to reft With any afliirance that he will not rile in the 
morning beneath the flja.de of that fymbol of blood called 
the Tree-of Liberty, and threaded by the axe of the de*- 
vouring guillotine ? How is it poflibje, that the fecret 
adepts of the modern Spartacus fhould be the invifible and 
exclufive movers of that long chain of crimes and calanv- 
ities, that difaftrous torrent of ferocity j&nd rapine* which 
is called the revolution ? How do they continue to dire<$ 
thofe machinations which are to confumma^ the diflblu- 
tion and mifery of human focietv ? ^ 

In dedicating this Fourth Volume to the investigation Objedl of 
of thefe queftions, I do not flatter myfelf with the hopes fh" ▼<>• 
of illuftrating them with all that precifion, and of point- urae# 
ing out thofe particularities, which other men might have 
done who have had it in their power to follow the Se£t 
ofllluminees into their dark abodes, without ever lofing 
fight of the adepts or their teachers. The monfter has 
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taken its courfe through vvildemefles, and darknefs ha* 
more than once obfcured its progrefs, Weifhaupt had 
adopted the bird of night for his emblem, becaufe he 
courted darknefs $ but the fcreechings of this ominous 
bird, rending the air in fpite of him, difcover his fecr et re* 
treat. The venemous reptile is often difcovered by the 
ftench of its poifon ; the beaten and blood-ftained track 
leads to the difcovery of the cavern inhabited by brigands^ 
and, notwichftandipg all the efforts of the wicked, an all«* 
jpowerful God will fometimes in his mercy permit a ray 
of light to fhine on their tenebrous recedes, which may 
fuffice to develope their plots. Many horrid particulars, 
no doubt, have been loft under the veil of darknefs ; but 
in clafling thofe which have come to my knowledge, T, 
find abundance of proofs to trace the Se£t wherever crime 
has pointed out its fatal influence. In vain does the black 
cloud hover round thefummit of the volcano, the bitumin*- 
Dus and fulphurous vapors which it exhales, bear teftimo- 
ny of the interior combuftions, till at length the eruption 
denotes the abyfs where fo great a convulsion was gene* 
Tated, 

Hence, without flattering myfelf with the hopes of iei- 
Vmg every link of that horrid chain of iniquity which mufi: 
blacken the page of hiftory when treating of the Se&, or 
of decyphering the aiTumed names of all its adcDja^J 
(hall proceed to lay before my readers whafchisaiready 
come to light, Afferting nothing but will bear Jhe ftri&eft 
fcrutiny,! Ihall ftill find matter fuflj.deht to trace the pro-* 
grefs of the Se£t from its oriahrto that congrefs to which, 
at the prefent moment, ifrtafls the vanquiflted fovereigns, 
not (b much to quell the horrors of the field of battle, as 
to enjoy that dominion of terror which it defpotically 
fways without, and' to prepare within new refources to 
extend its triumj&sj not fo much to reftore to nations the 
tottering remffJuits of their Jaws and religion, as to invent 
means of obliterating the very traces of either that may 
yet remain, J fhafl here attempt to lead the hiftoriaij 
throughf thefe mazy windings left he fhouid Jofe himfelf 
whenift purfuit of the Se£h The reader has already feer* 
(in our remarks on the Code) its oaths and threats again(fe 
every religion, all fociety, and property. Now, when 
rdlding of what the SecT: has done, of the plots and ma» 
emulations it has fuccefsfully undertaken and executed, 
may nations and their rulers acquire new ardor, and bff 
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Hirtiutated to pppofe their future proje&s with all tht 
courage and all the means they are matters of. It is to tri* 
timph over Jacobinifiiij coft what it may* that nations are 
to ftudy the records of this Se&, and not to fink meanly 
into delpair* I know I am but mortal, and that ere long 
I ihall defcend into the grave* and I calmly wait my dis- 
solution j but (hould . that consideration prevent my weep* 
ing over the general diffolution Which threatens fociety* 
after I have awakened my readers to the dangers which 
threaten them* only to fee them finking once more into 
that apathy which portend^ juin* under pretence that it is 
too late* that it is ufelefs to refift the fate which the Sect 
has decreed for all nations I God forbid that I fhouldhold 
fuch language/ Cannot the good be fired with that zeal 
which confumes the breaftofthe mi/creant heaving for 
wickednefs. Let the rulers of nations will *>, let nations 
tvill to fave their religion* their laws, their property, as 
this infernal Seel: wills the deftru&ion of them all, and 
Tuccefs muft infallibly crown their endeavors* It is only 
in hopes of Contributing to their fuceefe, that I once more 
confent to fully my pen with the names o{ Weijhaufa of 
Illumine*^ and of Jacobin^ and to wade through their dis- 
gufting annals* 

The order to be obferved In treating of the hiftory of Wan of 
thgj$e& (hall be regulated according to its mod remarka- Jhit w 
Beepcfe ittmc - 

The firft fliall (hew Weifhaupt laying the foundations 
of his Illuminifm, preparing and initiating his firft adepts, 
founding his firft Lodges, trying his firft apoftles, and pre* 
paring every thing for great cottyuefts. 

The fecond fhall treat of that fatal intrufion which em- 
bodied thoufands and thoufands of adepts under Wei- 
fhaupt's banners ; and this epoch will b? called the ///«- 
friinixation of Free-mafonry. 

Very few years fuffice to extend thefe tehebrous and 
myfterious conqueftsj but the thunderbolts of heaven 
Warn mankind of their danger. The Se£t and its confpi- 
racies are difcovered in Bavaria, and it fpeaks of this dis- 
covery under the appellation of its persecutions^ nations 
and their rulers have been led to believe that it was the 
death-blow and extinction of the Se<5h 

Shrinking back, however, into its dark recefles, with 
Unabating ardor, it crawls from den to den until it attains 
thofe of Philip of Orleans, who, joining the Se<St with all 
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the a&pts of his occult Lodges, gives it fovereign fway 
over the whole of French Mafonry. From this monftrous 
aflbciation fprungthe Jacobins, with all the crimes and 
horrors of the Revolution. This conftitutes the fourth 
epoch of Illuminifm-5 for as the lion,- feeling his ftrength 
fufficient, (allies from his den, roars loudly, and victims 
mult be iacrificed to him ; fo the Jacobins, or Itlumini- 
zed Mafona, quit their lurking places, and with horrid 
yell announce to nations and their rulers that they may 
tremble, for the day of revolution is come. This is the 
epoch at which the Se& begins the execution of its plots. 
He only knows how low the earth is condemned to bend 
beneath their yoke, who in his vengeance permits the 
plague and other fcourges to devaftate empires until he 
has been avenged of an impious generation. I neither 
pretend to be a prophet nor defcendant of a prophet 5 but 
in treating of the numerous crimes already committed by 
the Seft, it will be but too eafy to point out thofe that it 
has ftill to commit, and that it will commit, if princes and 
their people difregard the leffons of that fame God, teach- 
ing them the conduct they fhould hold, in order to avert 
the impending fcourge. 
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ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY 5 

HISTORICAL PART. 



CHAP. I. 



FOR many years paft, and particularly fince Free- 
mafonry bad acquired fuch repute throughout JEu- 
fope y a multitude of petty fecret fociefies had beenform- 
cd in the Proteftant univerfities of Germany, each hav- 
ing its lodge, its mafter, its myfteries, all modelled on 
thofe founded by mafons coming from England and Scot- 
land. Hence fprung thofe various Orders of Hopt », of 
Harmony, the Conjiantifls, the Black Brethren, and the 
Jike. The difputes and quarrels, nay, the disorderly be- 
havior of thefe young brethren attracted, more than once, 
the, attention of the magistrates; fome few attempts were 
made to crufh thefe meetings, biit being made without e- 
nergy they were of courfe ufelefs. Governments had not 
Sufficiently confidered, that the moft dangerous abufe of 
thefe focieties was not fo much the quarrels and the boy- 
ifb battles which enfued, as the tafte which they inculcat- 
ed for /bcieties impervious to the eye of the magiftratc, 
and under the cover of which their iccrets were i'o eafily 
transformed into the myfteries of impiety and the plots of 
rebellion.* 

C 

* The fophifticated mafons of France were not Grangers to 
jbefe boyifh Lodges. A few years before the definition of the 
Jefuits, one of .thefe lodges was fet on foot in their college of 
Tulle, Riling its members the Chevaliers de U Pure Verite* 
(Knights of the Pure Truth.) The Jefuits foon perceived 
whither this dodrrine of pure truth and its fecret meetings 
would lead. Before any other method for putting a drop to this 
new eftabltfhment was propofed, they refolved to try the pow- 
er of ridicule which was almoft infallible in France. Accord- 
ingly one of the matters undertook to compofe a moft fatcas- 
fie ibng on our young Knights, and copies were fecredy dis? 
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It would, however, be difficult I believe to prove, that 
any fyftems or opinions militating againft religion or go- 
vernments had as yet been introduced into thefe puerile 
aflbciations. Many were even known to profefs princi- 
ples conducive to good manners and morality. The re- 
medy may be found in the very fource whence fprung the 
evil, that is to fay, from the conftitution of thofe univer- 
fities, which, on the one fide, leaves the choice of the dif- 
ferent profeflbrs in each branch to their fcholars, and on 
the other does not fufEciently provide for an honeft teach- 
er to place him beyond the powers of want or the temp- 
tations of avarice and vanity. Hence it followed, that 
matters, little delicate as to the means of obtaining a no- 
mination, and nearly deft itute of talents, had only to (how 
great zeal for one of thefe little focieties, or invent feme 
new myftery more enticing than the reft, and his Lodges 
immediately filled; the fcholars formed parties for him; 
in a fliort time Jiis fchools were as much flocked to 
as his Lodges, and contributions in his favor kept pace 
with his growing reputation. The fear of paffing for a 
feducer of youth was a bar againft his making ufe of thefe 
focieties for inftillins bad principles into his young fol- 
lowers, however much he might have wifhed it j and on 
the other fide, the authority which he had acquired in the 
fchools gave him a fuffiicent power in the Lodges to 
thwart any perverfe intentions in the young adepts > and 
thefe oppofite reafons proved in general a fufRcient guard 
againft the introduction of great abufes.* 

The time was not yet come, however, when proofs 
were to be acquired of the ufe to which the great con- 
spirators were to turn thefe myfterious nurferies. 
I l When public report fpread the news in Germany of a 
/ new order of Illuminees having been founded in the uni- 
/ verfity of Ingolftadt by Weifhaupt, many people fuppos- 
I ed it to be one of thofe little college Lodges, which could 
f no longer intereft the adepts, when once they had finifh- 
ed their ftudies. Many even thought that Weifhaupt, 

tributed to all the yonng men who did not belong to the lodge. 
Scarcely could one of the juvenile Knights make his appear- 
ance without hearing fome ridiculous line of this fong hum* 
med in his ears; and in a (hort time fquares, compaiTes, Lodge 
and all difappeared. 

* See the Memoirs of a Proteftant Minifier on the Ulumi- 
oees. 
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who was at that time a (Worn enemy to the Jefuits, had 
only founded this Lodge with a view to form a party for 
himfelf againft thofe fathers who, after the deftru&ion of 
their order, had been continued in their offices of public 
teachers at the uni vei fity of Ingolftadt.* The Illuminees 
fuccefsfiilly availed themfelves of this opinion on an oc* 
cafion which we fhall hereafter fee to have been decifive 
as to their future exiftence in Germany. Had not the na- 
ture of their code and of their myfteries demonftrated 
views of far other importance both for nations and their 
governments, to have been the grand object of the foun- 
der, the Archives of the Se£t would fhow beyond all 
doubt that from its firft inftitution Weiftiaupt had con^- 
ceived the hopes, and determined on means for extend* 
ing the plots of the Sed: to the utmoft boundaries of Em- 
pires. 

It was on the ift of May, 1776, that Weiftiaupt laid 
the firft foundations of his Illuminifm. The lift of adepts 
feized among their Archives fliows his name infcnbed 
on that day at the head of the Regifter; on the fame day 
./#tf#-Maflenhaufen and Tiber t z/y-Mciz were declared 
Areopagites.f It is true that he fele&ed thefe two firft 
adepts from among his pupils who were ftudying the law 
under him at the univerfity of Ingolftadt j thefe were ge- 
nerally young men from eighteen to twenty, a moft dan- 
gerous age, when the paflions eafily lay open the un- 
guarded mind to the feduction of Sophiftry. Weiftiaupt 
could not overlook fo fair an opportunity of forming a- 
poftles, who, returning h6me when they had finilhed their 
ftudies, might, under his direction, continue the fame ca- 
reer of feduclion which he himfelf carried on sat Ingol- 
ftadt. Atrocioufly impious, we fee him in the firft year 
of his Illuminifm aping the God of Chriftianity, and or- 
dering -/^r'tf-v-Mafienhaufen in the following terms to pro- 
pagate the doctrines of his new gofpel: " Did not Chrift 
u fend his Apoftles to preach his Gofpel to the univerfe? 
a You that are my Peter, why fhould you remain idle at 
<l home, go then and preach."^ 

* See the Memoirs of a Proteftant Minifter on the Illumi-* 
pees. 

f Original Writings, Setf. IV. 

% Hat doch Chriftus auch feine apoftel in die welt gefchickt, 
und warum follte ich meinen Petrus zu haufe Jaffen? Ite etprc* 
riicate. — Original Writings^ Letttrs to jijax, i^th Sept* 1776* 
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. The modern Cephas had not waited for the orders bx 
his maftcf to give him proofs of his zeal. In the.enthu— 
fiafm of his firft fervor, and during the very month of his 
inftallation, he had a&ed the part of Infinuator to Xave-^ 
rius Zwack.* We (hall foon fee him outwitted by his 
pupil ; but fo great a conqueft covered a multitude of fins 
of which he was afterwards guilty. By the name of Cat 6 
we fee Zwack pafs under the direction of Weifhaupt him- 
jfclf, and he foon became his favorite difciple. He may be 
faid to have robbed his Infinuator of the honor of hav- 
ing founded the Lodges at Munich; and it was throiigri 
the means, of this new apoftle that the Se& macic that ra- 
pid progrefs which Weifhaupt boafts of in hfs letter to 
*Tii>erius-MerZj 13th May, 1778: 

<c It is with great pleafu re that I can inform you of the 
u happy progrefs my Order is making : knowing hov^ * 
ll anxious you are for its welfare, and that you have pro- 
cc mifed to contribute to its fuccefs by all the means in 
* c youf pow^r, I muft inform you, that in a few days I fhall 
* c be able to found two Lodges at Munich. The firft will 
" be compofed of Cato^ of Hertel, to whom I have given 
** the name of Marius^ and of MalTenhaufen, whom we 
* c call Ajaxi Thefe three will receive their inftruftipns 
li in direct line from me. f You alfo fhall have a feat iri 
* c their council when at Munich. I have been obliged to 
& fix Ajax there, though he might have been' of great uft 
u to me; for he was the firft to whom I opened myfelf 
u on the ftibjecr, and he alfo recruited Cato for me. Had 
cc I to begin again, I certainly would not make choice of 
u him; but I have fo clipped his wings that he can no 
* c longer play off any of his intrigues. I don't leave hini 
<c in pofleffion of a fingle halfpenny of our funds; they 
fcc are entrufted to Ma rius. Cato is the main fpring 
* c at Munich, and the man who conduces every thing. It 

* In the Third Volume of thefe Memoirs, page <j, in the 
Kote, it is faid, " it is clear that Zivack was only initiated 
*' ten months after the two adepts Ajax anci Tiberius.** In 
place of ten we fhould read twenty- fivo months, as I meant to 
fpeak of his inftallation among the Areopagites, which only 
took place on the 2 id of Feb. 177?. (Original Writing's* VoL 
L Seft. IV. J; but he had been received into the Order on the* 
39th May, 1776, as may be feen by the tablets of Ajax. Be- 
fide, thefe tablets, and the lift juft mentioned, do not perfect- 
ly coincide. The reafon of this difference will be explained . 
When treating of the firft adepts. 
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to is tot that reafon that you muft in future cottefpofti 
* c with him. It is in this Lodge that all is regulated with * 
kc regard to the general direction of the order ; but thert 
* c every thing is to be fubmitted to me for approbation. 
41 The fecorid college (Or Lodge) fhall confift of.the 
* c above-named brethren, of Berger, under the name of 1 
tt Cornelius Scipio y and of a certain Troponero, whom we 
€L have furnamed Coriolartus y a moft excellent man for us, 
<c about forty years of age, and who has been for a long 
" time concerned in the Hamburgh trade: He is an able 
** financier, and at this very time reads public le&ures on 

* finance at Munich* 

To thefe will foon be added Baader and Werftenrie- 
u der, both profeffbrs in the fame town. This Lodge is 
€l to attend to all local concerns, that is> to all that may 
** be of ferVice or difiervice to us at Munich* €laudius r 
<c one of Catffs coufins, and the young Sauer, an appren- 
u tice to a merchant, are in the Noviciate. Beieramer, 
91 furnamed ZoroaJ!e>\ who was initiated a few days ago, 
€c is going to try his luck at Landfhut, whither we fend 
<l him to fee how it will be received there. Michel, un- 
<c der the name of Timcn, and Hohenaicher fet off to the 
tc attack of Freifinguem 

"You are but little acquainted with the people of Aich- 
* c ftadt. It is enough to fay, that (counfellor) Lang, fur- 
** named Tamerlane, is Director there* His zeal has al- 
w ready gained over to us Odi.n y TaJfo y OJiris y Lucullus y 

* Sefoftris y and Mofcs. Thh is going on pretty well, I 
u think. I forgot to fay, that we have our printer at Mu- 
K nich. We are now making a new edition, and at out 
" own expenfe, of Alphonfus de Fargas on thejirata-* 
u gems zndfophifms of the Jefuits%* You fliall foon re- 

* This fuppofed Alphonfus cle Vargas, whofe calumnies a- 
gainft the Jefuifts Weifhaupt renews with fo much eagernefs* 
fs no other than Go/par Sciopius, far better known for the grofs* 
pefs and virulence of his tedious difcourfes againft thofe who 
dared differ from him in opinion, than by his erudition. He 
was particularly abufive apainft Scaliger and *James I. King ot 
England; the latter had him aniwered in Spain by a fever6 
feaftinado. This was alio the man who revenged himfelf in fo 
virulent a manner on Cafuubon and Du Plejfis Mcrnai, his 
beft friends, but who had contradicted him on a point of lite- 
rature; in lhort, trie man who has been alternately called the 
Attita, the Cerberus * and even the public executioner of litera- 
ture. See Moreri's and Feller's Bitticnarics. 
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u ceivc a copy of it. If you will fend your contribution 
^ " in money to Cato, as you promifed, I fhall be obliged ta 
tt you. He will fend you a receipt for it. 

u If, through your zeal, and by your means, we could 
lc obtain a footing in Suabia, it would be a great ftep 
cc gained for us. Let me then befeech you to fet to work. 
c< — In five years you will be ajlonijbed to fee what a 
u frogrefs we Jball have made. Cato is really incompar- 
il able. The greateft difficulties are over. You will now 
<c fee us advancing with gigantic Jl rides. Do fet to work 
tt then. It would be in vain for you to expeft a better oc- 
u cafionfor acquiring power. You are endowed with all 
u the neceffary talents for fuch an undertaking; and to ne- 
u gle£ building in the Elyfian Fields when the occafion 
u offers is to be doubly criminal. There are a vaft num- 
€l ber at Aichftadt; and could not your natal foil rival an 

* Aichftadt. Willi refpeft to myfelf, the fervices I can 
u render here can be but of little avail. Anfwer me foonj 

* make an extract of this letter as ufual, and then fend it 
u back tome, &c." 

The grand object of fuch intimations on the progrefe 
of Illuminifm was not fo much to fatisfy the curiofity of 
the adept, as to ftimulate his zeal by the example of Cato 
and Tamerlane^ thofe active recruiters for the Seel:, the 
former at Munich, the latter at Aichftadt. Though he 
owned that Tiberius had not been altogether unfervice- 
able to him, neverthelefs Wejfhaupt did not think that he 
had made a fufficient return for the honor conferred on 
him in bein£\ nominated at once fecond Areopagite and 
fecond Apoftle of the Order: It was with much concern 
(to make ufe of Weifhaupt's expreflion) that hefawthis 
apoftle had neither fon nor nephew in the order, that is to 
fay, that he had not founded a Lodge nor recruited a An- 
gle jiovice.* Wholly abforbed in his pleafures, Wei- 
(haupt had hitherto made but fruitlefs attempts to ftimu- 
late his zeal, nor had he fucceeded better through Cato's 
means; but this newsjiad the defired effect. Thefe in- 
timations on the progrefs of Illuminifm finished by re- 
quefting Tiberius to feek out a proper perfon to be fent 
to found new colonies in Suabia. This fired the fluggard 
apoftle with emulation : 'Tiberius undertook the tafk him- 
feifj and in a ihort time we find him repreiented in the 

* Letter 3, to Cato, 
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annals of the Seel as at the head of a new colony at Ra- 
venlburg in Swabia, and as fulfilling perfectly the func- 
tions of his apoftlefhip.* 

But this zeal of Tiberius^ as well as that of Jjax y was 
but of an intermittent nature. The latter had robbed the 
funds of the Order; and Weifhaupt, fpeaking of him, 
complains that be bad clone him more mijehiefboth in men 
and money than three years could recruit again, f As to 
Tiberius^ he had {o thoroughly imbibed the iniquitous 
doctrines which he was to infufe into the young adepts, 
and the fcandalous publicity of his character militated fo 
much againft that hypocrify which Weifhaupt judged ne- 
cefiary for the propagation of his JJluminifm, that we fhali 
fee him hereafter expelled the Order. Notwithitanding 
the feeming impropriety of fuch a choice for the two fe- 
nior apoftles, it was to them neverthelefs that the Sect: 
was indebted for the two colonies of Munich Athens^ and 
of Ravenfburg Sparta. As to Aichftadt Erzerum y Wei- 
fliaupt himfelf was the founder. He profited of the firft 
vacation he had from the fchools to make an excur/ion to 
that town, and there employed all that time which the 
generality of profeflbrs dedicate to the recruiting of their 
health, after the labors of the paft year, in the propagation 
of his do&rines. An affiduous fcrutator, he fought among 
all ranks of citizens and of all ages thofe he could hope to 
captivate. The firft perfon on whom he caft his eyes, 
was one of the principal magiftrates, of the name of Lang. 
But a few days fufficed for this conqueft, and this is the 
Tamerlane whofe fuccelTes are fo much extolled in the 
above-mentioned letter to Tiberius, He next began to 
exercife his talents as Infinuator with all the artifice and 
according to the laws laid down in the code, on men who 
bearing a certain chara&er, and habitually refiding among 
their fellow-citizens, could the more effe&ually influence 
the public opinion. He made an attempt to feduce the 
Chapter of that town, for it was from thence that he writes, 
" I even think that I fhall be able to recruit two others, 
ct and what is more two Canons. Can I but execute my 
" defigns on the Chapter, then we (hall have made a great 
" ftep. M t 

* Original Writings, Vol. I. Let. to Cato % *5tb Aug. and 
ad Sept. 1778. f Original Writings, Let. 3, to Cat*, 
t Let. 3, to Jjax % 
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It does not appear that he fucceeded with his two caW 
Dons j but we fee him on the other hand making nume-. 
rous conquefts. He begins by a certain Schleich, with 
whom he is much delighted, and who on his iirft admis- 
iion presented the Order with whatever books Weifhaupfc 
chofe to fele£i from his library. Then comes a man fur-» 
named Lucullusy who, while only in his noviciate, begins 
\>y Wcifhaupt's exprefs command to adl the part of Infi- 
nuator to the Baron Eckert, who was fuppofed tQ be a 
great prize. In IJiort there was a number of young men 
whom Weiftiaupt perfuaded to come and frnifh their edu- 
cations at his univerfity, that he might be able to com- 
plete their initiation. Such was the fuccefs he met with 
during she few months he remained at Aichftadtj and he 
Yras fo overjoyed with it, that he writes to ^'tf-r-MafTen- 
haufen, <c I have moft certainly done more during this 
f * vacation than all of you have done together*." Though 
obliged to return to his public functions of teacher at the 
univerfity of Jngolftadt, he left this new Lodge in pos- 
fcifion of fuch a fund of illuminized inftru<Sjon, that Aich- 
ftadt was foon looked up tp as the model of podges; and 
the predeliftion which Weifhaupt ever after retained for 
if is obfervable, fie often proposes it as an example to 
thofe adepts who became Jukewarm in the fervice of the 
§e£t. It was alfo the Lodge which he had the moft grofs-. 
ly impofed upon as to the origin of the $e£r, and which 
he moft ridicules in his confidential letters to Cigfr-Zwack, 
when he fays, " The greateft of our myfteries muft be the 
w novelty of the Order, The fewer perfons there are in 
€t the fecret, the better wefhall thrive; at prefent you, and 
«* Merz are the only two that know the fecret, nor do I 
** mean to tell it to any one elfe for a long time to come. 
cc As tQ Qur fellows at Aichftadt^ there is not one of them 
* c that knows it y nor is there one who would net fw ear on 
, *i his life and death that the Order is older than Methn- 
falem\r 
On his return to Ingolftadt, Weiftaupt applied himfelf 
to the means of combining his fun£tions of Dodor of 
Laws with thofe of Founder of a Secret Society, whofe 
future purpofe was the total fubverfion of every law- Hq 
fulfilled the former part of his duty with fuch afliduity, 

# To Aja%> ]Let. 4. 

\ Orig. Writ. Let. a, to PhMp-Strozzi pr Cate-Zmck, 
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ind vrMifuch *A apl>earaftCe of canddr, that be was choV 
fen Superior of the imiverfity. This new dignity only 
added to his hypocrify. The fame year, fo far was hi 
from doling fight of his jteftebroiis plots, that he formed a 
fecret fchooJ, wherein he amply counter-balanced the les- 
Ibrwrhe wa& obliged to give in public; and by means of 
this new fpectes of fcholars he ftored up abundant meant 
for the propagation of his Illuminifm. At once Superior 
and Profeffor of the univerfity, he made ufe of this dou* 
We title to infpire the^parents of *is. fcholars with new 
confidence. He converted his houfe into one of thofe 
boapding-hotifes where young men, perpetually under the 
eyes of their matters^ are fuppofed to be better preferved 
from the dangers which threaten* them at that age. Se- 
veral letters demoilftrate the intention of jhjs monftrous 
pedagogue to offer his houfe and table to the young ftu- 
dents of the univerfity as a means of attaining his baleful 
«nds* He folicited fathers and mothers to enthift their 
children to his carej and overjoyed at having obtained fd 
precious a depofit, he axultingly writes to his adepts, 
** that the young Baton of Schroeejcenberg, and the young 
** Hoheneicher, are to be boarded with him/' He then 
adds, ** And thefe gentlemen aljb muji /wallow the bait 
that is throfon to them" When he had obferved the 
great facility that this fecret fchool gave him of foducing < 

his difciples, he writes, cc Next year alfo I wjll take board- ^ 

<c ers at my houfe, always with a view to forward the 
** grand objefi."* Should' it come to pafs that he could 
not perfuade the parents tointruft any of his young audi- 
tors to his care, efpeciaily when he had caft his views on 
them, he then had houfes near him and in his intereft, to 
which he would entice/ the young pupils^ left he fhould lofe 
light of them. It is on a fimilar oOcafioit that he writes 
Co jfjaxj <c I fee no other lodging for you in our neigh- 
w borhood but army mother's. I fhould be exceffivei/ 
* happy if that would do for vou; and more particularly 
'f* fo, as «flje would make no difficulty in allowing you th« 
f 4 key of the houfe^doof. I do not with to force you to 
**.go diere if you can find a better ; but the great advan- 
,f* tageofthis would bej that I /ho u Id always have a pre* 
f 1 tence for. going, to your chamber - 9 and there we could 

? Orig. Writ* Yo^i I. Let, i ^tQ^jqe* Let* »o, to Cat$, 
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* j»pr# #*#jp *£<»* «* my Aw/# difcourfi together witbsut 

"anyone's knowing q word of tbi matter* Our uniem 
u xvsuld be more fecret"* 

/ Let not the reader be furprized at feeing me defcend to 
all theft particulars* I am describing the infant ftate of a 
Seft, and the founder forming his nrft difcipies. Such 
meant might be defpifed by fomej but this was net the 
cafe with our prototype of rebellion i be fcareely ap«* 
Dears to venture Jbeyond the porch of his own habitation* 
Let the wolf alone; i#the thkkeH of the foreft flic fuc- 
kits her young; they grow in ftrength, and we foon be- 
hold them carrying the palpitating remnants of flocks to 
gorge the ravenous maw of her who taught them to de- 
vour. Scarcely had We'rfhaupt dedicated his fccret (chool 
for the fpace of two years to his UWminifre, when his 
adepts, worthy of fuch difaftrous plans, (allied forth to 
fprcad the baneful poifons. Let the reader judge of the 
importance of his means by the fucceffes attending on 
them ; \vt him reflect on them while Weifhaupt {hall bo 
his own hiftorian in the following letter : 

" In future," fays he to his two famous Areopagitef 
Cato and Marius % u you will aflume a different tone with 
M Timon and Hoheneicher, as I have let them into the 
€i whole fecret; I have even difclofcd rayfelf to them at I 
« founder of our Order ; and I have done it for many rea* 

* fons. 

" Firft, Becaufe they are to be tbemfelves f sunders of 
« a new colony at Freyfinguen % their native country* arid * 
" on that account (tana in need of more particular ioftruc* 
iC tions as to the whole tendency of the Order, which 
** were much too long to have been given by letter. I 
* 4 profit of every inftant while they remain with me tt 

* prepare them for every thing. <> 

" Secondly, Becaufe they njuft in the mean titpe infi* 

* nuate the Baron D'E • r • and fome other jtudents. 

« Thirdly, Becaufe H " (this H is evident* 

\y the above-mentioned Hoheneicher, the very perfon off 
whom Weifhaupt fays, when enticing him to board widt 
him, HeJballjwaUow the bait) « is too well acquaint* 
« ed with my ityle of writing and of thinking, not ro havt 
* c foon found out that the whole was of my own invert* 
* c tion. * 

t 
* Orig. Writ«Let*5,t0i#*». 
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" Fourthly, Betaafe of all my boarders of loft year hi 

* was tbt only on£ tt'^ had not been mad* acquainted 

* with tbi whole bufinefs. 

tt Fifthly, Becattte he has offered to contribute to our 

* (sent library at Munich, and willfurnifn us with f eve* 

* ral important articles belonging to the chapter ofFrey r 
*Jinguen. 

"And, Laftly, Becauie after three months more in- 

* ftru&ton, which I have to give them, they will both be 

* enabled to render us the moft important fervices."* 

Prom this letter we may evidently infer, firft, that of 
*U the young men who boarded with Wei&aupt during 
the firft year of hisVronfpiracy not a fingle one efcaped 
his dark defigns: Secondly, that they were not only ini- 
tiated in the myfteries, but even in the moft profound 
ntyfteries, that, for inftance, in which he reveals hiin&lf 
to be the founder of his Iiluminifm, which is pointed out 
in the Code as the laft fecret, and only to be imparted to 
the moft confummate adepts.f Thirdly, that before he 
bad initiated his boarders into all his fecrets, he ufed them 
as tods for the fedu&ion of other ftudents of the univerfi- 
ty, whom he had not been able to entice to his table.— 
Fourthly, that at the very period when Weilhaupt reftores 
his pupils to their patents, their fedu&ion is complete ; 
and that when thefe young men quit the univerfity, as 
having accomplifhed the ftudy of the laws of their coun- 
try; they depart for their natal foil imbued with the prin- 
ciples and initiated in all the means by which they are to 
overturn thofe very laws which they are fuppoied to have 
been ftudying, and annihilate all religion, lbcicty, and pro- 
perty.-— Fifthly, the reader is not to forget the important 
articles which jjie young Hoheneicher promifes to ileal 
from the library of the Chapter of Freyunguen, and with 
which he is to enrich the fecret library of the Se&. Such 
an a&ion could only be a confequence of Weifhaupt's 
grand principle of morality, that a ufeful theft could not be 
triminatj or that thofe fame means which die wic»ced em- 
ploy for an evil end are juftifiable when employed for the 
attainment of a good end. It is the fame principle which 
begins by plundering the libraries of the clergy, as the firft 

* Original Writings, Vol. x. Let. is, to Cats and Marine. 
+ See the Code, Vol. 3. Chap ia- on the Graod Myfteries, 
Page a88« 
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ftep towards the plundering of their elates j which fomij 
gnder the pretence of general utiJii^^^|d ( nec^Uy^foct^l^ 
* ftippbrt of the premeditated revolatiog^ will invade tbef 
property of the Nobles and of the &icr^,pf tfre Merchant* 
the fluiDandmari^and the Mechanic pillaging t a^< ah* 
Wafting the rhoft cliftant hope^eyonaf ^avcconceiyedof 1 
prefer ving the fihalleft remnant of their (battered fortune* 
from the general wreck* When the Jiiftpriarl (hall^ome 
to Jreat of thefe great revolutionary (ppliatipns, reverting* 
to the prime fource, he Will find hf mjelf in the midft of * 

fe6i calling jtfelf Illumioees, a fcheol of .methodized fib- 
ers thieving "by principle, whence Weiffraupt fendft h£» 
apoftles of depredation, and brigand adepts* Soon we{ha& 
behold therh boafti ng of other fpoliations. The Jeflbas &£ 
the fecret cavern flball fpread around, and the adept, aani-r 
hilatingar property as well as blafpheming all gpveriH 
fnent and all religion, fhall do homage to their, matter pre** 
* fiding over his fecret fehooL j. 

The two new adepts* formed with fb much care to die 
, arts pf fedU&iori, at lengfih received their mifiion, and tte 
town of Freyfinguen, under the appellation of Tbehfy be-* 
comes the fourth colony. About the fame time the adepts 
of the two Lodges at Munich flbowed fo much teal fotf 
the propagation of the myfteries* that Weilhaupt afterf 
having calculated on their and his own fuccefs,did not he- 
fitate at writing to them, " If you do but continue with 
* 4 the fame zeal, we (hall in a little time be mailers of ou# 
u whole country* ;" that is to fay, of all Bavaria. 

The reader muff not, however, think that his views 

were circumfcribed to this Electorate; he foon writes to 

his Areopagites* defiring them to make choice, from 

•among the foreigners who were then at Munich, of per* 

\ fons who might be inftru&eci, initiated, aTidfent to found 

new colonies at Augfbourg^ RatiJbon> Saltzbpurg r Land+ 

jhuty and in different parts of Franctnia*\ At the time 

. he wrote thefe uiftru£tions he had already fent his miffion* 

^ aries to the Tyrol and into Italy. % 'The part, or fathec 

the multiplicity of parts, which he a£ted at Ingolftadt to 

enfure the fuccefs of his undertaking are as inconceivable 

• 
* Orig. Writ. Vol. i. Let. ifc, 14th of November, 1778. 
Wennjiefo fortfahren> nvie/eit einiger zeitfogekort in kurmef 
keit unfervaierlanditns. 

t ibid. Let. 3 f t % Ibid. Let. 36. 
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m they Wef e real; He gives us a H foftd* (ketch of his a€tU 
Vity when he writes tomato, rtfopofinghimfelf as a model : 
*< Do a6 I do, avoid large companies* 'But do not think' 
w of remaining idle if you- Wifh to acquire* any influence 
u in this workk Wait a while ; the hour is coming, and : 
"'it will come&on, when you wilt have a great deal to do J 
^'Remember Sejanus, who' lb well affumed the character 
**of an idle man, and who tranfa&ed fo much buftnefe' 
^ without appearing to tranfadi any j trot autem Sejanut 
l ± otisfe ftfhtttimus\ mh%i-agen,dd mult a igtns ;"* never had 
a confpirator better laid down the precept or given the 'eft* 
a»pleAanWeilhaupt* ' '•» ... 

r Apparently tranquil at Ingoiftadt, Weifhaupt bad a 4 
fer better 'cltitok-Goti his conspiracies than Sejanufc's idle-' 
liefo, - A feenaing affiduity in hfe -duty, a gfeaT^hon? of 
seal and erudition in his expounding of the laws, ea/ity* 
mt fled people to believe that his whole time and talents 
^ere engroffed with the ftudy of them* and, if wa are to' 
credit his%own*a*ccount, Ingolftadt toad neVer \vitnefled a 
profeflbtfo weil. calculated to add new l&ftre to its unU 
verfity* . : *Tbe public fm*£Hons ofprofeflor of the tews,' 
amd the ftcrfctum ofrfeduceran private, had not made "him* 
fprget tba^ he w*.s alfo the founder of llluminifm> and thaf 
in this latter -quality he hid t& form a code of laws* which 
we*eafc OAoete' annihilate everyother law, all religion, 
and all f*repejt#? > At the *'tim> When he initiated his firft 
adepts, he was far from having perfe'&ed that code of ini- 
quity; -and* perhaps* in the ftri<5t fenfe of the word Wei* 
fcaupt had deviated from the common rules of prudence* 
in giving way- tor i'uch ardor for the propagation of the Or- 
der, fending' his apoftles and initiating his difci pies before 
he had completed the code of laws which was to regulate 
their conduct. But fuch an impetuofity cannot be conii- 
dered in this prototype of rebellion as a Want of forefight, 
or as an exceis of confidence* He knew that years arid 
experience were neceflary* to perfe& that gradual fyfteiri 
of initiations and of trials which his Novices were to un«- 
dergo } and artfully to prepare thofe impious and fophifti- 
cated difcourfes to be pronounced by his Hierophants ; id 
* word, to complete that concatenation of artifice whicm 
Was to regulate the condu<3: of his Regents, Directors, and 
Areopagites, He could not endure the idea of facrificing 

f Let. x> to Cato» 
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Jo many years to mere Aeoretk proje&s. Be would, ii% 
his firft eflays, make conquefts that were to enfuce him 
ft ill greater ones on a future day, which he had already 
calculated. He knew his own talents too well to enter* 
tain the leaft doubt of fuccefs ; he forefa w how far he could 
perfeft thofe fyftems which he had as yet only conceived, 
and he wifiied to have ready at hand a numerous clan of 
difciples difpofed to receive his newgofpel> and apoftlct 
who fhould need only to be initiated in his laft myfteries* 
iprhenhis code, completed, was to be fent to the tenebrous 
reeeflfes pf his different colonies* 

Such were his views, and fuch the confidence he had ta 
the tranfeendency of his owngenius for wick$dnefs>whcit 
he wrote at different times to his firft adepts, " Do not 

* trouble yourfelf about future degrees. The day will 
" come when you {hall view with aftonifhment what 1 
u have done on that fcore* In the mean time, bt it your 
*5 care to enl'tji men for me, prepare knights for me, injlru& 
*< them, difpofe thm+ amuje them, and leave the rtfi to mu * 
" The whole of your bufinefs conftfts in adding to tha 
a numbers. Allow yourfelves to be dtre&ed, and obey 
« for a year or two longer, and give me time to lay my 
«* foundations, for that is the effentidl pu»t\ andnlbodf 

* underjiands that part better than I do. If thefe foun«* 
« dations are once laid, you may then do what you pleafef 
* c and though you were to try t I would defy you to over* 
u throw my edifice"* 

This defperate method of proceeding muft have given 
rife to many difficulties; but Weifliaupt overcame toem 
all. By provifional regulations and private inftr u&ions 
he fupplied the deficiency of this incomplete code, and he 
was equal to the tafk. The greateft obftacka he met with 
came from thefe very Areopagites from whom he had ex- 
pefted the greateft fupport. Villains will di&gree eveu 
in their villainy; and, impatient of the laws of the ftate, 
they become impatient of the laws of their own leaders, 
Weifliaupt wifhed to take advantage of their views, bus 
had no intention of imparting his to them ; he knew his 
pwn fuperiority in the black arts too well, he wifhed for 
agents and not councilors and co-legiflators. Jealoufies 
and inteftine broils rofe to fuch a height, that any other 

* Extracts from Let. 8, to djax, from Letters to Cato, and 
to the Areopagites particularly horn Let. 59, Vol. 1. 
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but Weifhaupt would have thought that his infant *flb- 
eiation mull have been crulbed in its very cradle ; but he * 

found means of weathering the ftorm; now negotiating, 
then defpotically commanding; fuppliant like, he enters 
into agreements, and ends by di&ating conditions ; pray- 
ers, excufes, all are means with him to command fubmis- 
lion; he even fhowed himfelf difpofed to facrificc all the 
♦ fruits o&his paft labors ; he threatened to abandon his re- 
bellious brethren to themfelves, and to undertake the di- 
rection of anew fociety more powerful and ftrongcrftill, 
in as much as he would render it more fubmilfiv«i£' In 
- \the midft of all thefe broils, he alone continued aiwF per- 
fected that code which would have required the talents of 
twenty Macbiavels* Storms indeed appeared only to fti* 
mulate his ardor and a<ftivity; and he fays himfelf, when 
writing to his dear Cato, tf I am once more at open war 
u with all our people ; t bat does ko harm, it enlivens the 
m machine % but if I underftand the part I have to aft, I 
44 can neither praife nor wink at faultittbmmitted. Mean 
** while our affairs go on very well; ^nd provided they 
** follow my directions the general fyftem will have lolt 
•- u nothing." f Night and day, in the midft of thefe broils, 
As he fays, meditating, writings and combining y fell that 
could perfe&, ftrengthen, or propagate his Illumintfm ei- 
ther in the whole or part, he neverthelefs held his profefs- 
orfliip with applaufe, he overlooked his fecret fchool, he 
formed new adepts, and from his fan&utry watched and 
overlooked his miffionariesin their provinces and new co- 
lonics. By means of the Sjhtibus Licet 9 s he would defcend 
into the minuteft particulars of their condu&, direft them 
in their undertakings, point out to them what might be 
done, and reprimand them for what they had not done to 
promote his views. Voltaire's coxrefpondence under this 
bead is immenie; but it is not to be compared to Wei- 
ihaupt's; not a letter of all thofe fei zed by the arm of the 
law but bears the ftamp of the comfummatc confpirator ; 
not a letter that does not allude to the myfteries or to fome 
new artifice; that does not point out the candidates to be 
enticed, the adepts to be advanced, animated, reprefled, or 
reprimanded; in fhort, the enemies who are to be guard- 
ed againft and the proteftors to be courted* His apoftles 

* Vol. t, Let. 45, *;, fe; Vol a, Let. xx, 19, %i» &c.6cc. 
f Vol, a f Leu 19. 
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art on the fpot in their different miffions,:whi}ehe,*frO!ii 
•his headquarters, appears to be better* acquainted widt 
jhofe who furrounded them than they are themfelves* Ho 
goes fo far as to inform them of the rank, political or ci- 
vil ftation, and even of the private characters of thofe 
whom they are to recruit ; he gives them the means, men- 
tions the perfons who are to fecond them, and what com- 
panies they .ought to frequent, in order to fucceed in their 
undertakings j in fine, he animates, threatens, and repri- 
mands, his adepts, juft as if they were ftiH boarding with 
hirfWfliMgh perhaps at many hundred miles diftance.— -» 
Search? 1iave they made any new conqueft when he dte> 
recfei tbenvin the fame manner, and at once governs the 
main fpring and every fubfervient power throughout the 
' jvhpje Order, His correfpondence will (how him on the 
fame day writing of the laws neceflary for the further 
cftablifbment of his Order, of treaties to be made,of plans 
pf commerce, and of the moft impious commerce, to erf*- 
rich his Illuminifi^, At length, with all the hypocrify of 
a man who affumes the character of an idler, or at leaft of 
one only fulfilling that which his pjublit duty exa&s from 
him, he aims at the fupremacy oyer every confpiring Scc~h 
He gets himfelf received a Free-mafon, he dives into the 
fecrets of the occult lodges of the, Roficruciaus y and blends 
their confpiring arts with his o;vn.* He next forms an 
alliance, and from the bottom of Bavaria correfponds with 
thofe federation* which the free-mafans of Poland were 
preparing 5 and left ariy of thefe revolutionary arts fhould 
be loft, he makes lajrgeucolle#:ions, which might be nailed 
the grand arfenal for the fedu<3kion of nations; and thefe 
are; tQ become the foundations of fceret libraries for the 
ufe of the adepts. He never lofes fight of thofe. profits 
which accrue from the fecret prefies, which were perpe- 
tually difgorging pojfbn.i&to the minds of the people.— - 
For the further replenishment pf his coffers, he fets all 
the talents of his adepts to work; fame are to contribute 
pamphlets, prpfe or yerfe, or journals, while others, are tQ 
collect all the impious. doctrines and calumnies of anti T 
quit y, or to compofe Jibels on fubjects which he gives 
them j and, for his owyi part, he undertakes; to burlefqu* 
(he Prophets ajid the Lamentations, and t0 convert the 
hjftory of the church into a romance replete with calum* 

, i .* / * • . v ; • s * " * " • • ' • 

* Let. 6, to /tjax, and Let. 36* to Gate* r v 
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ny.* The (acred writings mention a Devil that was na* . : 

med Legion^ from the innumerable evils he brought upon 
mankind; were we to confider the fatal a&ivity of Wei- 
£haupt in every impious and rebellious art, we fhould bo 
tempted to believe that he had been poflefled by this evil 
ipirit, and that it was to that devil he owed all his fuccefs. 
As yet the verv exiftence of the Order had not been 
fufpe&ed at Ingolftadt, though there were already in Ba- 
varia alone, five Lodges at Munich ; other Lodges and 
Colonies at Freyiinguen, at Lanfberg, at Burghaufen, and 
at Straubing. Weifhaupt was on the eve of founding 
others at Ratifbon and Vienna; many had been eftabliOi- 
ed in Suabia, Franconia, and TyroL His apoftles were 
working at the fame time in Holland and at Milan* His 
IJluminifin had not been founded three years, when he 
writes to Cato that he has more than a thoufand adepts, f 
He was much indebted to his own zeal and activity for 
fuch a rapid progrefs. I cannot flatter the hiftorian with 
the hopes of an accurate account of, the whole Legion; 
but I can fatisfy his curiofity, I think, with refpeft to thofe 
who the moft actively feconded Weifliaupt, and who af- 
ter their founder appear the moft confpicuous on the TC* 
1 Cords of the Se<St. 

E 

# Vol. f,Let, 6, to djaxyto Cafo, 3*,&c. To Philip-Stroz* 
%', Let. %, & paffim, Vol. a, Let. aa, ct paffim. 

f Orig. Writ. Vol. i, fee Let. %$, to Cato, 13th Abenmeb, 
I %*fi % that is to fay, 13th Nov. 1778. 
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CHAP. If. 



Of the principal Adepts during the firjl Eptch of Illu-* 
minifm. 

Cato-Xi* f\F tn * s kg Ion °f Confpiratotsy which, as early as the 
verms v^/ *ird year of Hhiminifm, Weifliaupt computes a* 
Zwack. more than a thoufand^ Xaveriu^ Zwack is certain-* 
ly the moft confpicuous among the adepts. He is ftiled 
the incomparable ; and the greater part of the letters print- 
ed in the Original Writings are Written to him, particu- 
larly thofe which comprehend the cleared account of the 
myfteries; in fhort, his favor was fuch, that the founder 
of the SedT: apoftrophifes him faying, " Now you are in a 
" poft where nobody can be above you butyourfelfj vouf 
ct are exalted above alhthe Brethren; an immenfe held 
€t opens itfelf for you to exert your power and your influ- 
^ <c ence, fhould we fucceed m propagating our fyftems."f A 
Such a diftin&ion and fuch favor naturally foppofe great ™ 
merit. Happily, an incontrovertible monument exifts 
which will direct the Hiftorian in his judgment, and ren-- 
der unneceffary any further refearch- It is to be found at 
the end of the tirft Volume of the Original Ay ritings, under 
the title of Tablets relating to Danaus, written by Ajax y 
31// December, 1776. Danaus is the firtt charafterifrig 
name that was given to Zwack when only a candidate. 
The fac~i is evident, as in the firft column of the Tablets 
we find the brother Danaus defcribed by his own name : 
sfjax, that is, Maflenhaufen, afts the part of Scrutator. 
■ — Should this ftatement not be very flattering, we may 
at leaft conclude that the failings and vices of the adept 
at e not exaggerated,; fince the Scrutator declares, that it 
is by the extreme intimacyand friendfhip in which he liv— 
, rd with the Candidate that he has been enabled to make 
this conqueft, and terminates the tablet by dating the 
Candidate to be one of thofe Sages who has all the ne- 
cetfary qualifications to be admitted into the Order.—* 

* Original Writings, Let. %$, to Cats* 
^ Ibid. Vol. 1, Let. 37. 
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Thefe tablets are alfo a lading monument of the rapid 
progrefs Weifhaupt had made, even in thofe early days of 
IHuminifm, in the fcrutinizing artsj nor will they prove 
an unfaithful ftandard by which the Hiftorian may judge 
of the merits of thofe confpirators, whom the founder fe- 
le&s as worthy of his moft intimate correfpondence. Let 
us begin by fuppreffing that difguft which naturally drives 
the honeft heart fr#m dwelling on fuch defpicable en- 
gines of rebellion, remarkable only for their vices, and 
proceed from thefe tablets to depift the features which 
are in future to Hand as the model for all thpfe who are 
to recruit Candidates for the SecTt. Let nations and the 
people at .large learn what a miferable banditti of thieves 
and libertines pretend jto regenerate them, and how bafe- 
)y they are duped by them who ftirred up the Revolu- 
tion* 

The Tablets, whence Weifljaupt is to learn the me- ~ /. ... 
rits and demerits of the future Cato of his Order, are di~ j n t ^ e x ^ m 
yided into feventeen columns, each relating to a different lets of his 
Jiead, The name, the age, the civil dignity, the udcrip- Iniinaator. 
tion of his perfon, the civil and moral character of the 
candidate, are all treated of feparately. Then follow the 
ftudies he is addicted to, the fervices the Order may ex~ 
jpe£t from him, the progrefs he has made, the degrees con- 
ferred on him, the fecret manuscripts or books left to him, 
the contributions he has paid j his friends, his protectors, 
his enemies, and the perfons with whom he con efponds, 
are each feparately treated of. 

Under thefe columns is to he found a fecond table alio 
fubdivided, and containing obfervations on the family, and 
particularly of the father and mother of the candidate, 
made by the fame Scrutator. Combining thefe two ta- 
bles we, find, « That Francis Xaverius Zwack was fon 
** of Philip Zwack, cowimiffary of the Chamber des Cowp- 
" tej,~and was born at Rati(bon; That at the time of his 
a initiation (29th May, 1776) he was twenty years of 
" age, and had hniflied his college education." 

tt The defcription of his peifon. He was then about 
cc five feet high, ffis perfon emaciate^by debauchery^ his 
<c conftitution bordering on melancholy;* his eyes of a 
" dirty grey, weak and languijhing\ — his complexion pale 



I. 

Column. 



II. 

Column. 



* Der ganze ban feines durch debauch e mager gewordenen 
korper indiniert nun zum melancolifchen temperament. 
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* and fallow,— -his health weak, and much hurt by fre» 
u queat diforders ;-— his nofe long> crooked, and hooked* 
a — Hair light brown j— gait precipitate;— his eyes-al- 
€€ ways caji towards the ground i^-under the nofe and oil 
a each fide of the mouth a mole. * 

Uk <c The moral characler, religion, conference. His heart 

Column. u tender, andmoft extraordinarily philanthropic, but ftoic 
a when in a melancholy mood; otherwife a true friend* 
u circumfpec"r, rekrvcd, extremely fecrct,— often fpeaking 
€c advantageoufly of himfelf, — envious of other people's 
** perfections*— voluptuous, endeavoring to improve him- 
w felf— little^ calculated for numerous affemblies — choleric 
c< and violent, but eafily appeafed— willingly giving his 
cc private opinions, when one has the precaution topraife 
cc him^ though contraJidling him — a lover of novelties-** 
u on religion and confcience widely differing from the re* 
w ceived ideas ; and thinking precifely as he ought, to be* 
cc come a good member of the Order. 

<c His favorite flumes, and the fervices he can retidet 
y • <« to the Order. Moft particularly addi&ed to philofophy 
o umn. a ^ — having fome knowledge of the laws*— fpeaking French 

* and Italian very corre&ly— at prefent attempting to get 
li himfelf placed in the foreign department — a perfeft 
cc majler in the arts of dijfimulation; a proper perfon t$) 
a be received into the Order, as applying himfelf partial*. 
fc larly to the ftudy of the human heart/' 

Friends, correspondence, company v — Here the Infinua*. 

c y ' tor names five or fix perfons, friends to the candidate*—* 

Among them we find a certain Sauer and a Berger, both 

of whom foon after appear on the regifters of the Seel. 

Vf. VIK Thefe three columns contain the name of Ajax as In- 

VIII. finuator— -The day when the candidate was infinuated-** 

Columns. an< j w h en received* 

IX " Qf t '^ e we™* of gaining and leading the Candidate, 

Column. H an d whether he is acquainted with any other fecretfo- 

" cieties. — Here it appears that Zwaek was already con- 

<c necked with other fecret focieties, which made the con* 

tl queft rather more difficult. — The intimacy of our friend* 

" fhip, (fays the Infinuator) and particularly the care which 

<c I took to affiime a myftenous tone and appearance, lev- 

u eiled many difficulties. — At prefent he expreffes a great 

" ardor and zeal for the Order. 

X. a Predominant paffions — Pride, love of glory, probity^ 

Column. <c iafly provoked — an extraordinary ptopenfity for rays- 
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* teries— a perpetual cujtom of /peaking ofhimfelf and 
** of bis own perfections" 

In the eleventh column we are informed, that the can- Xf. 
didate had received a penfum to fill up, or a difcourfe to Columns 
make, and that it was to be finished on the 29th Aprils 
.778. 

The twelfth mentions the fortune and revenue of the XII. 
candidate; but the Editor has left the figures in blanJc. Column. 

The two next (how, that the day on which Z wack en- XIII. 
gaged to pay his contribution for 1777 was the 29th of XIV. 
May, but for 1778 was the ift of April. That on the Co"" 011 * 
*9th July 1776, he fent a Dutch Duq*t, and fome time 
after two books on Chymiftry. 

The column in which the Infinuator notes the progrefe XV. 
of his candidate (hows, that the fecret books which had Column, 
been given him to read were thofe numbered 1, 2, 4, and 
19— the orders which he had received are only numbered, 
as alfo the leave given to recruit other Brethren. As this 
column is made ufe of to note the fucceflive progrefs of 
the candidate, the Brother Infinuator at length arrives at 
that period when Zwack has received all the information 
neceflary to his admi/fion into the Order* He then de- 
clares, that it is time to impart more effential fecrets to 
him and to promote him to higher degrees* 

The fixteenth column enumerates his enemies, and the XVT. 
reafon of their enmities. In the laft we fiud the names of XVIf. 
his friends and protectors. Columns, 

I (hould not have infifted fo much on thefe Tablets, 
had I not thought it neceflary to give gne fpecimen at 
leaft of thefe inquifitoriaJ initruments, in which Illumi- 
nifm grounds the choice of its adepts, and the future fuc- 
<:efs of its confpiracies.* 

* Many readers may be curious to know what is contained 
in the fecond table, fubjoined to that which defcribes the can- 
didate. It is in ten columns, comprehending the names and 
rank of Zwack's relations, an account of their children, their 
fortune, their alliances, friends, and enemies; the company 
•hey keep, particularly the education they have received, and 
their moral character, which is called their Jirong or their weak 
fide. The Editor has thought proper to omit fome articles io 
this table — The two which appear to be the moft perfect are 
on the Jirong and iveak Jtde of Zwack's parents, who, accord- 
ing to the Infinuator, have received an antiquated education not 
^uorth much* The father is described as * k jealous of his honor, 
*' honeu, zealous in tke discharge of his duty— apparently 
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When we reflect on the leading features of thefe ta* 
blets, what idea are we to form of Zwack's chara&er? 
Inordinate debauchery, extreme fatuity, jealoufy,diffimu- 
lation, and a fullen melancholy.-— Such features are more 
than fufficient to banifli him from all good company.—* 
He alfo thinks on matters relating to religion andconfci-* 
ence as the adepts do* or, in other words, is a downright 
Atheift. With an infatiable thirft after novelties^ he has 
*\1 that admiration for fecrecy which the revolutionlft can 
defire. He, moreover, profefles univerfal philanthropy for 
all mankind, that he may the better fucceed in his plots 
againft every fockl law; and this could fuffice to oblite- 
rate all other failings ft) Xaverius Zwack, and conftitute 
him the favorite adept. 

Meanwhile the leflbns of the Infinuator, together with, 
that black: rnelancholy which reigned in his heart, had 
nearly deprived Uluminifm of the important affiftance of 
this beloved adept. To defpife death was one of the im- 
portant leflbns that w.e have ken given to the novices; 
and to die by their own hands rather than difclofe the fe-r 
cuts of their teachers, was particularly inftilled into them. 
Wcilhaupt had conceived this maxim in two words, Pa- 
tei Exitus (the exit is free) or dejiroy himfelfivbo ivi// y 
particularly if he finds himfelf unhapny in this life. It is 
a part of that convenient maxim afterwards decreed by 
the Jacobins, That cUath was only an eternal Jleep, Full 
of this principle, and weery of his exiftence, our nevy 
candidate had perfuaded himfelf, that fhould he die by his 
own hand he ^ould die the death of a fage. He compos- 
ed h'fs work, entitled, Thoughts an Suicide, They are the 

u harm to his inferiors) but really laving them to excefs— a 
*' fpeaking to every body with a tone of authority and in a pe* 
'* dantic Jtyle — In his habits and fpeech impoliticly frank — fe- 
* ( cret, and fparing even tp the want of necefTaries when he can 
*' ferve his Prince, zeaiou fly ferving him. without diftinclion of 
** peribns, to the rifk even of lofing all his employments— 
" feelmt', humane, myilerious, officious, and proud of his ex- 
14 penence— carefully attentive to the whole of his affairs." 
Asto the mother, *' Jhe is a good houft keeper — abforbed in her 

*' that- child Xavgritts Znvaei, and io foith." Many other 

things hnve been iuppreffed in this latter table. But there ftill 
remains more than lufricient to give all relations of Illuminees 
an idea of the methods ufed by the fcrutinizing Brethren to 
pry into their moft fecret cond*c"t, and to defcribe their mo& 
private i^erefts to the Order, 
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fentiments of an Atheift worn out with debauchery, and 
almoft mad with impiety.* He made his will, and wrote 
the following letter to Brother Ajax. 

1C Munich, the 30th Oft. 1777. — Friend, I am on my 
<c departure. It is the beft ftep I can take, Fare thee v*ell; 
<c doubt not of my probity, and let it not be doubted of by 
^others. Confirm the Sages in the judgment they arc 
** going te form on my death, and look on thofe who blame 
«* it with pity. Be thou an honeft man; think fometimes 
u ©n me, and do not let me be forgotten by the faiall num« 
a bcr of our friends. Beware of pitying me. 

Zwack." 

In a poftfeript he bequeaths a ring as a keepfake to 
Brother Jjax y and begs him to forward a fecond letter to 
|he whole brotherhood of llluminifm; it is as follows: 

"And you alfo, Brethren* I falute you for the lail time ; 
<c I thank you for your good intentions towards me. I de* 
** clare to you, that I was worthy of them — I declare it 
" upon my honor, which is my only Worth, and which 
" alone I held/acred. Let my allies be honored by your 
w remembrance; blefs them, while fuperjlition fiiall cur [e 
« me. Enlighten yourfcives mutually, labor to render 
* c mankind happy, efteem virtue and reward it; puni/h 
* crime* and behold with pity the failings of human na* 
" cure. On the brink of his grave, defcending into it de-i 
" liberately, and making choice of death through convict 
44 tion % through demQnjiration, choofing it for his happ'n 
€C nefs-y it is thus that he makes his adieu,- who ever re«« 
4i mains your friend and i$rother,f 

Zwack.'V 

Hluminifm muft have loft its favorite adept, had ha 
proved as conftant in his refolution as he was ferious 
when he took it. No reafon is given why he eondefcend-* 
ed to live; but in like manner as Weifhaupt has found 
a prote&or in the perfon of the Duke of Saxe-Gotha, Co 
has he been created a Privy Counfellor to the Prince of 
Salm-Kirbourg, and is his ordinary agent at the Imperial 
Chamber of Wetzlar. At this prefent moment he is de* 
puty for the Houfe of Salm-Kirbourg at Raftadt, at th£ 
General Congrefs of the Germanic Empire, treating of 
peace with the triumphant Illuminees of the French Re- 
public. He is accompanied by a Sieur Ambmann, a cicizca 

# See Original Writings, Vol. x. Seel. ao. f Ibid. 
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of Darmftadt, and an Illuminee like himfelf. Hiftory,I fujW 
pofe, will at fome future time explain how he contrived to 
combine the interefts of the Secl*with thofe of the Pow* 
crs which he had fworn to annihilate. But let us return 
to Zwack at a time when he little expe&ed to be carried 
by the Brethren to that exalted ftation where he was to 
decide on the fate of Sovereigns* 

His Thoughts on Suicide, however, were not loft on 
his fifter-in-law, for (he really fought death, and, throw- 
ing herfelf from the top of a tower, dafhed her brains 
out.* But he, who had chofen to live, took umbrage at 
the great length of his noviciate, and at the many trials 
jfjax made him undergo. He writes dire&ly to Wei- 
fliaupt, who, taking him under his direction, begins by 
telling him that Ajax had impofed upon him by not for- 
warding the letter he had written to the brethren; but 
fmce he has impofed upon you^ fays the inftru£tor, trick 
him in your turn* and the following was the method a- 
dopted on Weifhaupt's propofal. Zwack is eftablifhed 
Inspector over his own Infinuatorjf and he then gave 
the moft evident proofs that his chara&er had been well 
drawn, when it was faid that he was a perfect mafter af 
the arts of dijjimulation ; for although he now became the 
confident and bofom friend of Spartacus, and was con- 
fequently initiated in all the myfteries of the Seft, he ne- 
verthelefs continued to a£t the part of a Novice with his 
Infinuator. He was not only at that time a member of 
the College of Areopagites, but alfo the fuperior of it, 
and jn a perpetual and direct correfpondence with Wei- 
fhaupt. He afted his part fo well, that Ajax> ftill conficU 
cring him as his fcholar, thought to do him a great fa- 
vor in fhowing him a few of Weifhaupts's letters; but 
they had already paffed through the fcholars' hands, as did 
every writing coming from Spartacus to Jjax. 

This part which ^wack acted, of infpedting him who 
thought himfelf his infpeclor, explains that apparent con- 
tradiction between the tablets written by Ajax and thq 
lift of the firft adepts, which is to be feen in the Original 
Writings. J In the former Ajax looks upon Xaveriqs 
Zwack as a mere candidate till the 29th May, 1778, and 
in the latter he is ftyled an Areopagite on the 22d Feb* 

* Ibid in the Note, 
f Let. 1, to Philip Strozzi. % Vol. I. Seel. IV f 
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J778, under the chara&eriftic of Cato\ and a few months 
jtfter he appears to be the next in command after the Spar* 
tacus of the Order** Never was an Infinuator better un- 
dermined by his novice* 

The different names under which this adept appears 
in the Original Writings has been a matter of feme difr 
ficulty to many readers j but. on paying attention to that 
predilection, always increafing, which Weifhaupt had con- 
ceived for this adept, the difficulty vanilhes. ^t firft 
Zwack had received the infignificant name of Danaus$ 
but no fooner was Spartacus made acquainted with his 
hatred for kings, than he furnames him Philip Strozzi^ 
after that famous Florentine Qonfpirator* who, having 
murthered Alexander de Medicis, was afterwards taken 
in open rebellion againft his fovereign, and plunged 3 
dagger into his own breaft, reciting that verfe di&ated bv 
all the fury of vengeance; 

Exoriare aliquis noftris ex offibus ultor. 

The fuicide, though it did not take place, was equally 
meritorious in Weilhaupt's eyes; and hence Zwack is 
created the Cato of Illuminifm. It is under that naipe 
that he becomes the principal agent and beloved difciple 
of the founder at Munich; and their mutual fympathyiri 
ivickednefs has perpetuated their intimacy. 

Though he had not all the genius of Weifhaupt him- 
felf, he was as much prone to the commiflion of crime.-r* 
Scarcely had he entered the Order when, for his firft es- 
fay, he declares himfelf a downright Atheift;f he, at the 
fame time, makes known his hatred for kings, and his ad- 
miration of the people in rebellion againft their pretended • 
tyrants. J We may obferve fome of the firft adepts afto* 
ni/hed at the immenfity of the crimes and difafters which 
Weifhaupt was preparing for the univerfej and it re- 
quires fome management to prepare them for fuch horrid 
plots. But his Cato is always ready for every phing. Th$ 
incomparable Qato was arrived at the height of his my{* 

¥ 

# Letter 17, to Philip Strozzl. 

f See his Difcourfe on Societies, Original Writings, Vol. L 
Secl.XXIJ. 

I See his Thoughts on Suicide. 
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teries, and Weifhairpt had bat to cnroH his code of inP- 
quity, for his fcholar could only be furpafled by the crimi- 
nality of invention. 

This fympathy for impiety and wickednefe, however, 
could not uiffice for Weifhaupt's policy. His views re- 
quired a fenate of Confpirators; but a fenate of agents^ 
and not of equals. The better to be obeyed by the Areo- 
pagites, he commands them to meet at a diftance from 
hwn ; for he weH underftood the nature of fecret focieties, 
and knew that his orders would be the better obeyed the 
more he enveloped himfelf in myftery, and h id- him felf from 
public view. If, m fpite of his hmlibility,jealoufy{houhi 
arife on the part of the Areopagrtes, he will have an. a-- 
^ent at their heady that Gato y who holds the exahed fta- 
tion of prefident from bi-m,- and is therefore moft intereft- 
ed to fupport the authority of flie founder, his protedlor. 
And it is to preferve this prefident in his inteFeftsthat we 
fee Weifliaupt ufmg every artifice, and even ftippli ca- 
tion y "fupport me then" he fays; " do difpofe things (b, 
<€ and prepare their minds, that my difpofitions may be 

* <c received."* 

Weifliaupt had no reafon to regret his choice ; for dur- 
ing all thofe inteftrne broils which arofe between him and 
his Areopagites on account of his defpotifm* Zwack al- 
ways took the part of his benefactor, was the pacificator, 
and, Simulating their zteal for his plots and confpiracies, 
brought them back to that refpecl due to the Spartacus 
of the Order. It is to 1 him alio that Illuminifm is indebt- 
ed for the progrefs it made in Munich.- Cato was fo zea- 
lous a Recruiter,, that Weifhaupt was obliged feveral 
times to reprefs*his ardor* He wanted his quittance frr 
the drgefting of his code, and for the government of the 

** Order. In ihort, the refult of their correfpondence proves, 
that no Areopagite either entered fo completely into his 
views,or fojuftly defer ved his confidence as Cato-Z,wack.f 
And it may be (aid with truth, that no confpirator ever 
a<5ted the part of a zealous fervant of his prince with fo 
much fuccefs as this man. In the midft of his pfots of Il- 
luminifm, Xaverius Zwack found means of getting him- 
felf named Counfellor to the Court, and Counfeller to the 
Regency , with a f alary of twenty t hot f and florins . Wcn 

* Original Writings, Vol. I- pafticulatly Letter $S> 
f See the Original Writings, Letters to Opt*. 
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{haupt, overjoyed at his promotion, compliments Jiim, 
faying, " Accept my felicitations on the new appoint- 
u ment. I could wifb that all my Areopagites were privy 
* counfellors with falaries of twenty thoufand florins ; but 
41 I could alfo more ardently wifh, that their employments 
* c required but little time and labor, as they could then 
c< apply more dofely to the grand objedL"* The very 
letter in which Weifhaupt compliments his prefident is 
one .of thofe to his Areopagites in which he enters into 
the particulars, and boalls of the progrefs of his confpi- 
racy. 

The fecond of thefe Areopagites was a prieft of the IT. 
name of Hertel, furnamed Marius by the Illuminees. Marius 
It is of this perfon that Weifhaupt writes to Cato-Z wack, p'. 1 ^ 
"Our Marius is fuperlatively refer ved On moft occa- ugy.gj. 
aC lions he advances with thegreateft circumfptftion\ and 
u with refpefi to religious matters let us flatter his weak- 
* c nefs* His Jlomach is notjlrong enough as yet to digeft 
cc the tougher morfels. On all other fubje£te you may re* 
* c \y on him. Do not give him too much work until he 
44 has acquired the habit of bufinefs, and taken a liking 
u to the .affair. If he be once brought in properly, he can 
" reader the greateft ferviccs."t 

Notwith Handing all his circum/peRion^ Kertel foon fuf- 
fered himfelf to be carried away into all the dangers offe- 
crtt focieties, and fell a prey to their machinations. Since 
he had forne confeience left, Weifhaupt thought that he 
could not turn it to a better account than by making him 
treafurer to the Order, that he might by his economy and 
honefty repair the numerous breaches that had»been made 
in its funds by the thefts of Jljax, The illuminizcd Ma- 
rius acquitted himfelf of his office much to the fatisfac- 
tion of the founder. In recompence for his fervices, the 
brethren get him nominated canonicote at Munich; and 
he was fo much amuied with this intrigue, that he wifh- 
jes to divert Cato with a recital of it, but docs not dare 
commit it to paper.J At the period when he came to 
take pofTeffion of his canonicate, all thofe circumfpe'} ideas 
of religion had vaniflied. He defcribes himfelf as going 
from the altar to the dens of Illuminifm, as pubUcly in- 

* Ibid. Vol. HI. Letter*. 

t Ibj4- Vol. I. Letter,?, to CaU 9 47th March 177?. 

X ibid. Letter from Marius to Cato, 3d Nov. 1723- 
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vefting himfelf with an ecclefiaftical benefice, white frt 
fecret he extols the great fervices he has rendered to the 
brood confpiring againft the [church ; but thefe alfo are 
fervices^ he fays, too important to be committed to paper.* 
They are fervices, however, which, I am fure, no reader 
Can miftake, when he fees him partaking with Zwack of 
Weifhaupt*s intimacy. In the correfpondence of the lat- 
ter there are a multitude of letters to be found directed 
in common to Zwack and Hertel; there are alfo man/ 
inftrucTions, both abfolute and provifional, directed to the 
Areopagitesj and in thefe, it is no longer the confeienti* 
bus but the apoftate Hertel, wha, after Zwack is to oc- 
cupy the next place, and aft the principal part.f It \% 
this unfortunate prieft who appears to have been more 
particularly charged with the care of Healing or buying 
for the ufe of the fecret libraries all thofe miferable pro- 
ductions which might form an arfenal of impiety and re* 
bellion for the corruption of all morals.$ In fhort, it is 
he whom Spariacus fele&s from among the brethren as 
the moft proper confidant when premeditating that horrid 
infanticide mentioned at the beginning of the Third Vo- 
lume of thefe Memoirs j and he behaves himfelf in fuch 
a manner as (o deferve the thanks of the inceftuous pa* 

m rent -§ . 
*, .J? 1 * We find a ftill ftronger proof of what horrid monfterii 

Baader ^ ere ^ eate( ^ * n tn#IS f enate °f rebellion in the perfon oiCeU 
fus-B aader. Even before he is admitted into this aflb* 
ciation, we fee him offering the depraved fecrets of hi* 
'art to murder the innocent offspring of inceftuous pa* 
rents; for*he is that Celfus who had promifed Weifhaupt 
two years before to ufe all the powers of his art to pre- 
ferve his honor for him at the estpenfe of the mpft horrid 
jpf crimes. Without doubt it is in return for thefe offers 
of his fervices, that Weifhaupt is fo eager to number him 
among the adepts, and to grant him t thofe difpenfations of 
which he fpeaks when writing to Zwack ; w If I could 
K but fucceed jn enrolling the Phyfician Baader* tell me 
u beforehand what difpenfations and privileges we could 

* Letter from MariUs to Cat<r% 3d Nov. 1^83. 

f lWd. Vol. 1. Sed. IX. fee the Inftru&ions for Cato> M* 
Yiujy and Stipio. 

£ Ibid. Vol. I. tetter 46, and Vol#II. Letter $, kz, 

§ Ibid. Vol. II. Letter 3 and 4, 



Digitized 



by Google 



HISTORICAL PAitf. 45 

* grant him among the Areopagites; fortmlefs fomedls* 
u penfations were granted to him, we could not employ 
* c him fo a&ively as I could wifh*"* This letter was (boa 
followed by a fecond, in which he expreffes in ftill clear- 
ier terms the high value he places on this conqueft, and 
defcribes the intrigues played off to enfure fuccefs.— * 
** In order (he writes to his Athenians) to carry my plan 
« into execution in Athens (Munich) 1 ftand in need of 
* l two men — The one a Nobleman, the other a Phyfician* 
" Cato*! unremitting zeal will foon acquire the means, and 
" he will foon make a conqueft of what is wanting to us. 
u The Count S,. , . {Savioli, whom Cato had juft in-* 
** fn mated) fljall affume the charadleriftic of Brutus, and 
w he is one of the moft important conquefts we could have 
u made in Athens, The following ihall be your method 
tt of proceeding with him. Let Cato continue to adV 
u with him as ufual, and particularly attend to his fecre* 
* c cy. After that, let him read our reformed ftatutes to 
tf the new candidate, and queftion him whether he thinks 
* c diem ufeful and proper. Should Brutus anfwer in the 
** affirmative, Cato will aflt the Count whether he is ready 
* to fecond us in our labors j he will then tell him, that in 
/ c< confideration of the important fervices he has it in his 
u power to render to the Order, by permitting us to make 
w ufc of his name, we (hall be much lefs fevere with re* 
* c gard to him, in the ufual trials, and that he (hall be 
*' immediately initiated into the higher myfteries. But 
** as a preliminary ftep he will be required either to de- 
M liver Baader over to us, or fome other perfon. 'That 
44 we are very well apprized that he is not to be overloaded 
u with work, and that it is on that account he is difpenfed 
w from the ufual taflcs prefcribed by our ftatutes; that he 
w will comply with them only as far as he pleafesj and 
*< that we have made a particular choice of him to help u& 
** in the Government of the Or den Should he deliver 
<c Baader over to us, he fhould alfo be entitled to the fame 
<c difpenfations, which are to be granted to no other per- 
w fon in Athens, You will read the Degree of Minerval 
* c to the Count with every thing that precedes ; if he fljows 
a a liking and zeal for the caufe, you will alfo read the 
u Degree of Illumine e\ and when you (hall have acquired 
" evident proofs of his zeal, and that he fhall have made 

* Ibid, Vol. I. Let. a?, of the 30th Dec. X77*« 
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" Common caufe with us by recruiting for us, you may 
* let him into the whole fecret. — Hold a fimilar conduct 
« with Baader."* 

; Whether the Brethren at Munich had already adopted 
this mode of acting, or whether they had followed fomc 
other of a fimilar nature, is not known j but in a very 
foot time after we find YVeifhaupt's views on Baader ac- 
complifhed; for on the 13th of December 1778, only 
three days after the foregoing letter, we find him infcribed 
on the lift of Areopagites. Ever after we find his name 
inentioned in the correfpondence as one of the mod adti vc 
adepts, and as one of thofe who had the moft deeply imbi- 
bed the horrid rnyftcries.f 

Another reafon which made Weifhaupt more eager 
for this conqueft, was, that Baader read public lectures 
vn medicine at Munich, and therefore had an opportuni- 
ty of feducing his young pupils, after the example of his 
mafter, who had fo eificacioufly and fatally made ufe of 
his influence to feduce the young ftudents of the law at 
the Univerfity of Ingolftadt* 
IV A fimilar reafon had made him ardently wifll to initi- 

Seipio- ate Berger. who alfo read public lectures at Munich, 
Berber. though 1 do not find on what fcience. His characSteriitic 
is Scipioy and he was infcribed on the lift of Areopagites 
on the 28th July 1778. A Freemafon before he became 
an Illumince, he was fome time before he could overcome 
his predilection for his former lodges, in fo much even 
that he afked for his difmiffal. Spartacus was furious at 
fuch a preference. Without fliowing his defire of retain - 
in* the difcontented Brother, and not having him fuffi- 
ciently in his power to make ufe of threats, he commands 
Zwack to declare to the Candidate in the name of the 
Order, that he was at full liberty to follow his predilec* 
tion; but the fame letter contains all that is to be hinted 
underhand to the difcontented adept, all that was to be 
thrown out on the pre-eminence arid advantages of Illu* 
minifm over Mafbnry. The Profeffor Berger was fo per- 
fectly convinced of this pre-eminence, that Weifliaupt, to 
give him the preference over all the ^ other Areopagites^ 
only required of him a little more ac?ivity.% 



* Ibid. Vol. I. Let 33. "th Dec. 1778. 

f Vol. II. Let. 13, from Spartacus to Cc'fus. 

% Vol.1. Let. 46 and.58- 
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The want of activity was not a fault with which Mil- V. 
tninifm could ever upbraid its adept Coriolanus. He was Cortotantu 
^a merchant of the name of Troponero retired from r0 * 
Hamburgh to Munich. At the time of his initiation he 
did not employ his talents in that line which Weifhaupt 
judged to be fo ufeful far the propagation of his hireling 
doctrines. Zwack bethought himfelf of letting up this 
Troponero for a public le&urer on finance, and made 
the proportion to Spartacus^ who immediately anfwered, 
" It is a very good plan both for him and for us y to make 
** Coriolanus read lectures on finance \ only, do you fpare 
41 no pains to get him fcholars. It is a fine occafionfor re* 
<c crutting young meri% nor would it be a bad plan if you 
<c became one of his pupils yourfelf, in order to entice 
** others."* It does not appear whether Zvvack relifbed 
defcending from the bench of the Areopagites to attend 
the fchools of the new leclurer; but certain it is that the 
Archives of Illuminifm bear tetHmorfy of the great fervi- 
ees rendered by this Coriolanits ; and Weiftiaupt frequent- 
ly extols his merits. He was particularly ufeful at all the 
receptions, afFuming that air of ceremonious gravity fo be- 
coming in the Grand Matter of i Lodge y and fo well 
did he impofe on the young adepts, that they had not the 
Jeaft fufpicion of the Occult Myfteries of the Roficrucians, 
much lefs of thofe of Illuminifm. 

About the fame time we meet with the names of the „ 1\ 
two firft Illuminized Noblemen vhom Weifhaupt had £? b£oo 
initiated into his laft myfterres— the one Haniba^ the Ba- Baifur . 
ron Bassus ; the other Diomedes. the Marquis of Con- Ylif. 
stanza. Illuminized Barons ani Marquifles* certainly, Diomedsst 
are a fort of phenomena not eafily :o be conceived. Th<tt > f r ~ 
men who are never called by ther names without being c^ftaowu 
reminded of the great ltake they have to lofe, Qiould pro- 
perty and the focial order be overhrown, that fuch men 
fhould plunge themfelves into themoft horrid confpiracy 
ever framed againft both, can ony be believed by thofe 
who have attended to the amazing unming of Wcifliaupt's 
Code and the artifice with which h is put tn execution,-^- 
In fliort the Archives of Illuminim, the letters, nay the 
apologies of thefe titled Illuminees bear too ftrong proofs 
of the fact, and muft qua(h all objections. The Baron 
JJaffus, in his pretended juftificatioi, own* that he was th,$ 

* Ibid. Let. j, toCate. 
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perfon known under the chara&eriftic of Hsnibatf* ancf 
the letters of this Hanibal not only fbaw that he was arm 
Illuminee himfelf, but alfo an apoftle of Uluminization, 
giving an account to the Brethren of his fuccefles atBot-* 
%cn in Tyrol, and boafting of the important conquefts her 
had made in that town, having enlifted and imbued the 
Prejidenty the Fice+Prefident y the principal CounfeUorr 
of the Government, and the Grand Mafter of the PoJls m 
with the moft enthufiaftic admiration for Illuminifm.t— ' 
A little farther, the letters of this fame Hanibal bear tes* 
timony of his having gone into Italy, and of his havir.gj 
initiate J at Milan his Excellency the Count W '. « Impe- 
rial Mini/fen Then, meditating new conquefts, he pro- 
ceeds to Pavia, in hopes of enlifting feveral of the Pro- 
feffors of that Univenity, and finifties by requefting that 
the geography of the Order may be enlarged, that he may 
have a greater fcope for his illuminizing talents. J 

With refpe£ to Diomedes> or our illummized Mar-» 
quis, his letters alfo bear testimony of his enthufiaftic zeal 
in the fervice of Weifoaupt, He held this Arch-Confpi-r 
rator in fuch great veneration, that, with the exception of 
fomefew inftgnificantweaknejfes, he looked upon Wei^ 
fhaupt as the mojl perjecl, the mojl profound^ and the moft 
extraordinary mortal on earth* The hours he had the 
happinefs of fpendingin his company were too ihort in 
his opinion, but unhappily long enough to fire him with 
all that zeal which fends him frantic to Deux Ponts, then 
to Nauplis or Straubiiigen, and at (aft to Munich, replete 
with all that hireling ainning with which the young can*, 
didates are to be (o completely duped, that they are nofc 
even tofurmife that ^eir credulity is to be impofed upon* 
So deeply are the true principles of the Seel rooted in his 
breaft, that to reveng* the Order on fome Brother who, 
probably difgufted wih the abominable tendency of thefe 
myfteries, had made pome difcovery of them to the Ma* 
giftrates, he writes topne of the brethren, " Oh the ras* 
w cal ! might not a perfon, or to be more correct, would, 
J* it be a crime tofenafuch * Devil as this into the other 
%vorld?"§ I 

* Page 6. f Qiginal Writings, Vol. I. SeA. XLV. 

J Ibid. VolJII. Sea. IV. Let. i and ». 

§ Oder Schurkl! Kainte man nicht, oder urn beffer zu fa- 
gen, ware es nicht erlafct, fo eiaeq Teuiel in die aqdere wel 1 
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. Neither do the Original Writings nor my private cor* IX. 
fefpondence inform me of the real titles of the Areopagite $*bn- 
Solon-MiCHT* He does not appear to have adled any A * llc * lt * 
very confpicuqus part in the hiftory of the Order. He is 
pnly ftated to have worn the ecclefiaftical habit at Freyfin- 
guen; happy for him if it is to this drefs that he is indebt- 
ed for his apparent nullity in Weifliaupt's plots. 

Next appears HoheniEcher under the title of 4lci- X. 
blades, who, though feated in the confpiring fenate of the dlcibiades - 
illuminees, does not blufh to hold a feat In the fenate of Hohenei- 
Freyfinguen as counfellor. c €r * 

The Eleventh of the Areopagites is Mahomet the Ba- n XI« 
ron ^crockenstein. Wefhall foon behold him prefi- ^™£ 
ding over whole provinces that are fubjecT: to IUuminifm, Scrocken- 
A few days after his initiation we meet with another Are^ ftem. 
opagite characterized Germanicus. Not having been able xil 
to difcover his real name, I will not give way to conjee- Germani* 
{ure.* At this fame period we find a numerous lift of cus. 
perfons of confequence initiated in the lower degrees.— 
Such, for example, were the magiftrate of Aichfladt, 
Tamerlane-LAHGy and the private fecretary Geiser. — » 
The char after i flic of this adept does not appear 3 but 
Weifliaupt's letter on the great acquifition he L id made 
in this adept fufficiently demonftrates the importance he 
attached to conquefts ofahis nature, and how fax he could 
turn them to the advantage of his Order, 

This letter is of the iQth Chardad, U48 (10th June, 
?778)s and it is worthy of remark, that it is the fifft let- 
ter which we find in the Original Writings dated accord- 
ing to the Perfian j'Era. It is to his dear CatQ that Wei r 
fliaupt writes;--" The acquifition we have made of the • 

Q 

zu fchicken— Original Writings, Vol I. Sett. XLIV. Letters 1 
and %. 

* In order to difcover the real name of an adept ? it will often 
fuffice to combine their letters, and particularly thofe in which 
Weifhaupt declares the characleriftics to be given to candi- 
dates, with what is afterwards faid of them under their new 
names. The German Journals, and divers other writings in 
that language, my own private correfpondence with, and me- 
morials that I have received from men who, living on the fpot, 
have been enabled to procure more accurate documents with 
rcfpedl to thefe different perfonages, have furnifhed me with 
the means of difcovering many others on whom no fhadow of 
doubt can be entertained. 



Digitized 



by Google 



$0 ANTISOCIAL CdNSMRACY; 

K private (ecretary (fecretaire intime) Geifef rs an event 
" of fuch confequence to us, that our affairs will foon as- 

* fume quite a different afpedt. It obliterates that ap- 

* pearance (much tdo confpicuous) of novelty. It is for 
* c this reafon that we ought to mutually congratulate each 
<c other and the whole Order. We may now expect to do 
w fomething great. By enticing men among us of his ftamp 

* and of his confequence, we add great weight to our ob- 
<c je£t, and they are ufeful in keeping our youngfters with- 

* in bounds. Do not forget to thank and make my moft 
cc fincere compliments to the private fecretary. Men of 
" his importance muft have a right to choofe their own 
<c characteriftics, their employments, and the fpeciesif la-* 
" bor that they would prefer. You will remember to in- 
4C form me of it, that 1 may take the proper fteps in con> 
is > fequence."* 

In this clafs of Brethren of confequence, we muft not 
forget Brutus Count Saviola, Sylla the Baron Mag* 
genhoff, and Alexander Count Pappenbeim. Mean- 
while, till we come to treat of minifters and princes drawn 
into this vortex of fedition, let us hear Weifhaupt deve- 
! Jop his views, and obferve him marfhalling his troops i 

particularly when he takes meafures to enfnaxe thofe no- 
blemen whom he wifhes to make the prime agents and 
the propagators of the very confriSracies to which they are 
to fall the firft victims. On the loib Pbaravardin^ 1149 
(31ft March, 1779), he writes to his Athenians of Mu- 
nich, " Have you not in all your town of Athens any 
<c ft rangers who may be immediately admitted into the 
* c Order, advanced as foon as poflible to the degree of 
« Aft nerval and then fimply inftru&ed in the myfteries of 
" tha,t degree? Such peribns may, without any further 
" initiation, be fent to found the fyftem in other countries 
<c and make recruits; for example, at Augfbourg, atRa- 
€i tifbonne, at Saltzbourg, at Landftiut, and other towns. 
iC To meet with fuch perfons it would be proper for you 
c< to go into company, and to frequent affemblies and pla* 
" ces of public refort. Since you have done fo many other 
" things you may very well do this. At Erzerum ( Aich- 
c< ftadt) and throughout all Franconia I could make a ra* 
cc pid progrefs if 1 could but initiate two gentlemen of that 
iC country whom I am well acquainted with^ and who are ' 

* Orig. Writ. Vol. I. Let. 13, to Cat*. 
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* men pf great wit and much ejieemedby the nobility there. 
c * This acquisition would foon procure us adepts from 
* c among the nobility, men of wit who would recruit for 
€c us in their own clafs throughout all Franconia. — When 
<c we initiated any one at Athens to a new degree, thefe 
4< two gentlemen might be called to affift at the ceremo- 
** ny y and would then become candidates for the higher 
*« degree. The rank they hold, and their nobility, would 
* c alio be of ufe to curb the petulance of your young Bru* 

* tus and other gentry.— In Ihort, learner lane (or the coun*- 
•* fellox Lang), who thinks that there are no other adepts 
< ( at £rzerum but thofe with whom he is acquainted, 
€( would be thunderftruck at finding perfons in a higher 

* degree than himfelf, though he bad not the leaft idea 
44 they belonged £o the Order, and men alfo of whom he 

* has the higheft: opinion. £>o reflect and deliberate on 
"this."* 

In the following letters it appears that Brutus no long- 
er needed any curb; for he becomes an apoftle of the Se£t, 
and fets off on an expedition from which Weilhaupt au- 
gurs great fuccefs. He is even fo zealous, that Sparta- 
tuS) on the eve of difmiffing feveral other adepts, mentions 
him as an ufeful member who is to be preferved,f and 
deiires that he may a$ foon as poflible be advanced to the 
degree of Major Illumine e.% To enable the reader to 
judge how far he was difpoied to ferve the Order, it will 
Aiffice to record the terms in which he exprelles his gra- 
titude for favors received, and the promifes he makes in 
hopes of obtaining new ones. His letter to the Moft Ex- 
cellent Superiors of Illttminifw is couched in the following 
terms ; 

u Most Excellbnt Superiors! 
tt Receive my moft grateful acknowledgments for the 
cc third degree with which you have jult honored me.— 
<c Every part of it is noble, grand, and beautiful; it has 
u perfectly anfwered the expectations I had formed of it 
" from the fecond. I fliall moft undoubtedly do every 
u thing that lies in my power to deferve your confidence. 
" In future rely on mine, and believe me to be perfectly 
" devoted to your fervice. Nothing in the world (hall 

* Ibid. Vol. I. Let. 39. 
t Orig. Writ. Vol. I. Let. 58. £ Ibid* Vol. II. Let. 1 j. 
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44 ever withdraw me from my allegiance to your laws* o£ 
cc make me ceafe to be guided by you. 

" You wrote to me fome time fmce, defiring me to feefc 
cc for no further advancement at Court, as I could not 
" expect any. I obeyed that order ; but as the miniftei S 
* c of the regency have lately paid me fome marks of atten- 
u tion, my affairs have affumed a different afpect. THh£ 
u ferious illnefs of the Emperor having given rife to thb 
<c idea of a vicarage of the Empire^ Brother Pericles and 
" myfelf have been mentioned as counfellors in that court; 
<c and I have great hopes of being made a privy counfel- 
a lor (confeiihr intime). S . . . * has taken my caufe iri 
cc hand, and I am indebted to the Brothers Celfus and At- 
€i fred for it. If ever 1 get into power ', the tnoji excellent 
K Order tvillfooH fee how much I am devoted to it y and 
a how entirely I belong to it. In the mean time I can but 
tt exprefs my fincereft wifties."* 

Though the advancement which had infpired the Count 
Brutus with fo much zeal for the Order left him ftill at a 
great diftance from the higher myfteries, he neverthelefs 
had a brother who couid not flatter himfelf that he fliould 
arrive at even this third degree. The Inftnuator had made 
a diftinction between them. The letter in which he an- 
nounces their initiation to Spartacus will {how the reader 
what other fer vices the Order had to etfpecl: from fuch 
kinds of adepts* 

Cato writes to Spartacus : " Here are my new hope$ 
ft for the Order. After a long perfeverance I have at 
a length engaged the young S (Savioli)* He will 

<c deliver his brother over to us, who may fet our affairs 
<c agoing at Augfbourg. They are both rich. The firft 
" I recruited as a Sta bene y that is to fay, one who is ne- 
k ver to pafs the lower ranks. I alfo engage him becaufe 
li on certain occafions he will lend us his houfe which is 
iC very convenient for our meetings ; and more particular- 
" ly becaufe, being rich, he can help us with his purfe.f 

The lame letter mentions a fimilaryfo bene : " The 
c% Brother Livius (Rudorger) is in future to be looked 
" on as belonging to the fame clafs. He frankly owned 
c< to me, that he had neither the time nor inclination to 
u give himfelf up to our labors. But that he was willing 

*^ Orig. Writ. Vol- II. Quibus Licei from Brutus. 
f Damit er an geld beytrageu 
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* to contribute towards the progrefs of the Order with 
cc his purfe,and that he would even furnifh us with books 
a for our libraries, and inftruments for experiments.— I 
** gave him to underftand* that certainly he might remain 
tt a member of the Order; but that he could only be clafs- 
u ed in future with thofe who feonnded its views with 
Ci their money/'* Thus did Weifhaupt turn the ftupidity 
and ignorance, the impiety and money of his Marquifles, 
Barons, Knights, and Magiftrates, to the advantage and 
propagation of his difaftrous plots* — He had already made 
converts of this nature in the imperial chamber of Wetz- 
lar; for, as early as the 29th of Auguft, 1778, we find 
that Minos, the AffeiTor Dittfurth, infcribed on tb« 
lift of Iiluminees, the fame perfon whom we have already 
feen fo zealous for the foundation of an illuminized (is- 
terhood.f At firft we find him under afufpenfton, as not 
to be trufted by the Brethren \% but very foon his zeal 
makes him at once the admiration and laughing-itock of 
Spartacus. The reader mud have already observed the 
art with which Weifhaupt obliges every candidate to give 
the hiftory of his life, with an ex*uSt defcription of his pas- 
fions and prejudices. The Afleflbr Minos complied with 
this regulatioii in fo fcrupulous a manner, that Weifhaupt 
could not refrain from writing to the Areopagjtes in the 
following terms ; u Minos, that man who bears fo high a 
* c character, is at prefent writing the hiftory of his life — - 
a fie is as yet only arrived at bis feventeenth year, and 
<l has written ninety^three Jheets of paper. He is noiv for- 
u ty^five years of age* This will be fomething more than 
u a general confeflion. You fee what may be done with 
u men if one does i>ut know how to gain their confidence^ 
u and to convince them of the excellency of the objedt."§ 
So completely did the imperial Afleflbr imbibe this prin- 
ciple and learn to convince others of it, that we (hall here- 
after fee him raifed to the dignity of Provincial. 

However much Weifhaupt may have wiihed to make 
profelytes among the great, we neverthelefs fee him re- 
commending to his iniinuators to recruit more particu- 

* Orig. Writ. Vol. I. Sea. xxxii. Letter from CatoioSpar* 

iacus . 

+ Vol. III. of thefe Memoirs, Page 41. 
i Orig. Writ. Seel. iv. See the Lift. 
j Orig. Writ. VoJ.JI. Let. 7 and x©. 



Digitized 



by Google 



54 ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY) 

larly among the prof effort and fcheolmajlersy as a fate 
means of gaining over to his views the youth of all clafles* 
Hence it is that Hermes Trifmegifies y whofe real name 
Was Socher, and who was fuperior of the college at 
Landlberg, receives the fpecial commiflien to watch and 
guard againft the Jefmts, as fworn enemies to the educa- 
tion he is to give to his pupils.* For the lame reafon 
does Weifliaupt ftrain every nerve to fill his univerfityof 
Ingplftadt with profeffors and prefers belonging to his 
Sedi. He entreats the adepts at Munich to befet the mi- 
nifters, and obtain the expulfion of all Jefuits, becaufe 
thefe fathers had retrieved the four profeffors Scholli- 
ner> Steingenberger, Wurxer, and Shleoel, 
from Uluminifm; and becaufe he had but three profes- 
sors left in the univerfity to refift Jefuitifm.f The Lift 
of Profeffors foon fwells to an alarming height in all towns 
where Uluminifm makes any progrefs. On this black lift 
we find Jrmenius-KR£KHERi C?rfVz-LEMMER ; Py- 
thagoras-W essesreidkr; this latter foon abandoned 
the Order when his chara&eriftic was given to the Prieft 
and Librarian Drexl, but as profeffor we find three to 
replace him^UNDLERjLoLUNGjand above all Baier* 
ammiR) at firft called Zoroafier y but aftewards Confu- 
cius. It is this adept that Weifliaupt brings at length to 
Ingolftadt, that he might have for his colleague in the fe- 
du&ion of youth, a man that he himfelf had initiated in 
the black arts of his Uluminifm. J This ferves to account 
for that zeal with which he fends his adepts into all hou- 
fes of education, and that folicitude with which he entreats 
Cato and Marius to feek out fome brethren well drilled 
to the arts of Infmuators, who might be fent to the uni- 
versities of ' Saltzkourg) of Infpruck^of Fribourg^ and 
of other places.^ 

To feledt the following will fuffice to (how to what ex- 
tent thefe miflionary profeffors fucceeded, according to 
the views of the Order ; Saladin-\LKELy Thaies-KAV- 
finger; Timon-MiCHU Euclid -Riedl; all from 
i eighteen to twenty years of age : Sauer, furnamed At~ 

tila\ and the Emperor Claudius^ or Simon Zwack,' 
couiin to the incomparable Cato y were of the fame age ; 
an age fought after by Weifliaupt, as he could the more 

* Vol. I. Let. 28. f Vol. I. Let. 3*, 30th Jan. 1778. 
± See particularly Let. 24* Vol. I. § Ibid. Let. 40. 
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eafily twine the young adept to vice. This docility was 
far from being the leading feature of his other adepts ; they 
were not all cnthufiafticaJly wedded to his plots at this 
dawn of flluminifm ; nor could he make them the paffivc 
inftruments of his confpiracy. He defcribes the profelytea 
he had made among the ariftocracy "as rich, therefore 
u given to all the vices of their flat e\ as ignorant, proud % 
K cowardly ', and lazy in the fuperlative degree \ as only 
u feeking their advancement in the myfteries, in order to 
<c gratify their curiofity, or even to feoff at the ceremonial 
cc of the different degrees;"* and we wifhed to find men 
who would be ftruck with awe* and be fired with enthu- 
fiafm at the fight of thefe ceremonies. The ftyle of re- 
proach in which he writes to many other of the adepts 
clearly depicts a fet of men deftitute of all morals, and hav- 
ing no other views in the Order than to gratify their pas* 
fions and their avarice; feeking none but their own inte* 
tefts, and often, through their diffolute and immoral con* 
du&, expofing the founder of the Order to be looked up* 
on as a corrupter of youth ^ He was willing to have none 
but followers that could, like himfelf, gratify the moft in- 
famous paflions in private, and who, under the mafk of 
virtue, moderation, and wiidom, impofing on the public, 
would accredit his Uluminilm, With refpe& to the foun- 
der, we have feen him already defcribing the turpitude of 
his morals, and the atrocious means to which he had re- 
ported to preferve the mafk of his pretended virtue; let us 
now hear him upbraiding his firft adepts with the public 
depravity of their morals as being prejudicial to his IUu- . 
minifm: " I have received," fays he, " the moft fatal in* 
<c telligence from Thebes (Freyfinguen). They have giv- 
tt en a public fcandal to the whole town, by admitting 
** into the Lodges that vile Propertius, a libertine loaded 
€C with debts, and a ?nofl detejlable being. In that fame 

w town is to be found the Brother D , who is nothing 

tt more than a wicked fellow; our Socrates, who could be 
*« of the greateft ufe to us is always drunk ; our Augujlus 
« c has acquired the worft of reputations ; the Brother AU 
" cibiades is perpetually fighing and pining away at the 
tt feet of his landlady; Tiberius attempted to Jay violent 
a hands on Diomedes's fifter, and fuffered himfelf to be 
u caught by the hufband ; heavens ! what men have I 

m 

• Vol. II. Let; i. f Ibid. Let. 1 1. 
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< c there for Areopagites! What \ we facrificeour health, 
u our fortune, our reputation, to the good of the Order; 
" and thcfe gentry give themfelves up entirely to their 
<c pleafures and cafe, proftitute themfelves, give public 
<c fcandals, and ftill wifh to be acquainted with all our fe- 
<c crcts : From this inftant I fhall look upon Tiberius 
" (Merz) as erafed from our lift. Q Areopagites, Arer 
u opagites ! I would much rather have none at all, than 
lc not have men more aftive and more fubmijfive"* 

This is not the only letter in which Weiihaupt plainly 
fhows what opinion he had himfelf of his horde of adepts. 
The following gives a clearer infight into the caufe of the 
alarm he had taken from their public fcandals, and their 
evil tendency for the general good of the Sect. After hav- 
ing told them, With regard to politics and morals^ you 
are as yet far behind indeed^ he fays, " Judge yourfelves 
<c what would be the confequence, if a man fuch as our 
« Marcus Aurelius (he was a profeflbr of Gottinguen, 
<l and his real name was Feder) were once to know 
" what zfet of men dejiitute of morals, zvhat afet of de~ 
« bauchees, liars, fpendthrifts, braggadochios, ana fools 
t* replete with vanity and pride, you have among you; 
cl if fuch a man, I fay, were to fee this, what opinion muft 
<c he form of us ! Would he not be aihamed to belong to 
<c a fociety whofe chiefs promife fuch great l\\\ngs y andex* 
<c ecute fo ill the mojl beautiful plan; and all from obfti- 
* c nacy, and becaufe they will not fuffer one tittle of their 
« pleafures; now frankly declare, am I not in the right? 
« Do you not think that, in order to preferve a man, fuch 
* c as Marcus Aurelius~Yeder t whofe name alone is worth 
« the belt part of Germany, I ought to facrifice and re-? 
« fcind all your whole province of Greece (Bavaria) the. 
* c innocent as well us the guilty ? And fliould I take fucfy 
« a ftep, who would be to blame? Is it not better to cut 
< c off the gangrened members, than to lofe the whole bo-» 
« dy ? Can you be fo void of all feeling, as to fee a feleft 
" fociety of men difjblve, and abandon the reformation of 
a the world, and that on account of the vices you have 
" plunged yourfelves into, and the fcandal you give?— 5 
" That would be ftill worfe than an Heroftratus, worfe 
« than all the wicked men of all times and of all ages.-n 
tf Thofe of you, gentlemen, therefore, who do not ap«j 

• * Jbid. Vol. II. Let. j. 
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tc prove of this plan, who will not facrifice your eafe and 
** miferable paflions; thofe, in fliort, who are indifferent 
cc to the praifes of the beft of men, and who will not la- 
<c bor with us at making all mankind but one and the fame 
* € family >; thofe, I not only pray, but conjure, at leaft not 
cc to impede our labors, and not to entail on the Order 
cc the infamy and fliame of their public fcandals. Sue b 
<c conduft would be worfethan that of real ajfajjins^worfe 
" than the plague"* 

However well-founded Weiihaupt may have been in 
making ufe of fuch reproaches, the rapid progrefs made 
by his Iljuminifm fliould have convinced him, that his a- 
depts, in the midft of their debaucheries, never loft light 
of the grand object of his myfteries, The reader may 
judge of their progrefs by the following note; which, at 
the fame time that it denotes their fuccefles, will fhow in 
what manner they reported them to each other. This do- 
cument may alfo begin to explain various myfteries of 
the revolution. 

Note, on the progrefs of Illuminifm y found among the 
papers of Cato-Zwack y written in his own handy and 
contained in the firjl volume of the Original TVrit~ 
ings. 

c< We havef at Athens (Munich), ift, a regular Lodge 
* of Major Illuminees ; 2 Jly, a letter meeting of lllumi- 
a neesy very well adapted to our purpofes ; gdly, a very 
<c large and remarkable Mafonic Lodge; ^thly, two con- 
<c fiderable Churches^ or Minerval Academies. 

4< At Thebes (Freyfinguen) alfo there is a Minerval 
a Lodge, as well as at Me gar a (Landfberg), at Brug- 
<c haufen, at Straubing, at Ephefus (Ingolftadt), and in a 
u fliort time we fhall have one at Corinth (Ratifbonne). 

lc We have bought a houfe (at Munich) for ourfelves; 
a and we have taken our precautions fo well, that the in- 
<c habitants not only do not cry out againft us, but fpeak 

H 

* Original Letters, Vol. a, Let. 10. 

t This note begins with thefe words: The number in Greect 
conjijts of— Whether Cato did mark the number or not, I know 
not; but the editor has left it in blank, and the fentence is in- 
complete. Mr. Robifon has inferted the number 600; but as 
he does not give his authority, I (hall content ray felf with trans* 
bting, and mall continue with Zwack, 
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H of us with efteem, when they fee us going publicly to 
cc that houfe, or to the Lodge. Certainly that is a great 
" deal for this town. 

" We have in this houfe a Cabinet of natural hiftory, 
cc infrruments for experimental philofophy, and a library; 
" and all this is daily augmented by the gifts of the JBreth- 
" ren. The garden is to be turned into a botanical one. 

" All the fcientific journals are procured for the breth- 
" ren at the expenfe of the Order. 

" By means of different pamphlets we have awakened 
" the attention of the princes and citizens to certain re- 
u markable abufes; we oppofe religious Orders with all 
" our might; and we have good reafon to be pleafed with 
41 the fuccefs of our endeavors. 

" We have entirely new modelled the Lodge on our 
<c plan, and have broke off all communication with Berlin. 

" We have not only repreffed all the enrollments of the 
« R C. (Roficrucians), but we have fucceeded incafting 
" fufpicions on them. 

" We are in treaty for a ftrift and effe&ive alliance 
" with the Lodge of—*, and with the national 
" Lodge of Poland." 

Another Note, written by the fame hand, on the politi- 
cal progrefs of the Order. 

" Through the intrigues of the Brethren the Jefuits 
" have been difmiffed from all the Profefforfhips ; we have 
" entirely cleared the univerfity of Ingolftadt of them.* 

" The Dowager Dutchefs has modelled her Inflitute 
"for the Cadets entirely on the plan prepared by the Or- 
<c der. That houfe is under our infpeftion; all its Profes- 
" fors belong to our Order \ five of its members have been 
" well provided for, and all the pupils will be ours. 

" On the recommendation of the Brethren Pyladcs is 
« made the ecclefiajlical fifcal counfellor. By procuring 
<c this place for him, we have put the church monies at 
" the difpofal of the Order: and by means of thefe monies 
" we have already repaired the mal-adminiftration of our 

<c » and of ——/and have delivered them from 

? the hands of the ufurers. 

* Durch die verwendung der Br. Br. (Briidern) wurden die 
Jefuitcn von alien profeffor ftellen entfernt, die Univerfiut In* 
golitadt gaaz von ihnen gereinigt. 
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44 With thefc monies alfo we fupport new Brethren. 
<c The Brethren who are in orders have all been pro- 
€€ vided with livings and curacies-, or with preceptor's 
€C places. 

44 Through our means too, the Brothers Jrmen[us and 
cc CorUz have been made Profejfors in the Univerfity of 
€€ IngolJladU We have alfo got purfes for all our young 
* € candidates in the fame univerfity. 

44 On the recommendation alfo of our Order, two young 
4C men are travelling at the expenfe of the Court. They 
44 are at prefent at Rome, 

44 The Germanic fchools are all under the infpe&ion 
44 of the Order, and have no other prefects than our 
44 Brethren. 

44 The Benevolent Society is alfo under our direcljon. 
44 The Order has obtained an augmentation of pay and 
44 ialaries for a great number of Brethren who are em- 
44 ployed in the Dicajleres (that is to fay, at the boards of 
44 Adminiftration). 

44 We have obtained four ecelejiaflical chairs for as 
44 ?nany of our Brethren* 

44 We fhall fhortly be maflers of the Bartholomew In- 
"fittution for the education of young ecclefeajtics. All 
44 our meafures are ready for that purpofe. The bufinefs 
44 has taken a very favorable turn; by this means we may 
"flock all Bavaria with priefls both clever and proper" 
(for our object). 

44 We have iimilar hopes and views on another houfe 
44 of priefts. 

44 Through incefTaftt application, indefatigable efforts, 

4C and the intrigues of different -by -*— , we have at 

4C length fucceeded in not only maintaining the Eccldi- 
4C aftical Council, which the Jefuits wiftied todeitroyj 
14 but alfo in afiigning over to this council, to the colleges 
44 and univerfities, all thofe goods which had ftill remain- 
cc ed under the adminiftration of the Jefuits in Bavaria; 
44 fuch as the inftitution for the million, the golden alms, 
44 the houfe of retreat, and the funds for the newly con- 
44 verted. Our Major llluminees,to effectuate \,\\\*fjeldfix 
44 meetings; fever a I of them remained there whole nights; 

a and ." 

This latter article is alfo mutilated by the editor of the 
Original Writings. The Court of Bavaria did not think: 
proper to piibliih the names of thofe different perfons (mi- 
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nifters and others) who fo well feeonded Weffhaupt ancf 
his adepts on this occafioii. The Jefuits at leaft ftrong \y 
fufpedted the Count of Senseim ,to be one of the differ- 
ent — , and thofe of the Englift college of Liege, 

in particular, had reafon to believe that he was one of 
thofe to whom they were indebted for the lofs of a pen— 
fion of ten thoufand florins, which had always been paid 
to them by the Court of Bavaria. How far thefe fufpi- 
cions are grounded I do not pretend to fay; but certain 
it is, that this Count Senfeim appears on the lift of adepts 
under the characteriftic of King Alfred. But without our 
entering into any difcufiion* the two notes I have juft 
tranflated clearly evince, that the adepts did not defer vc 
to be fo frequently reprimanded for inactivity as Wei- 
fhaupt feems to have thought*^ 

What a ftrong light is thrown on the fecret hiftory of 
the Revolution by thefe two notes, even in their mutilat- 
ed ftate ! A large portion of the clergy, it is true, have 
been faithful to their duty; but Europe has been afto- 
nifhed at feeing fo many of them plunged into the moil 
horrid fcenes of impiety. We here learn from Cato- 
Zwack who thofe falfe paftors were. Thefe atrocious 
hypocrites are'felected by the Sect, imbued with all the 
Venom of its principles, and then uftiered into the bofomf 
of the thUrCh under its baneful protection. It had faid to 
them, affume the appearance of piety and zeal, and pre- 
tend to believe in the fymbol of the priefthood, and we 
(hall find means of inftalling you in the livings of the 
;, church, and of making you the rectors and paftors of the 

flock. You (hall publicly preach the doctrine of the Gos- 
pel, and your exterior (hall coincide with the duties of 
^.. thofe ftations ; but in fecret you fhall fecond our views* 
and prepare the way for us. It would be a futile objec- 
tion to afk how it was poffible to find monfters whofe de- 
pravity could make them confent to act fuch fcenes of 
hypocrify even in the Holy of Holies ! We have the au- 
' ' thority of Cato- Z wack, who tells us that they affumed the 

r . characters and functions of rectors and curates, of canons, 

; /V profeflbrs, and teachers in the Catholic Church. We (hall 

i foon fee the fame game played with refpect to the Pro- 

1 ' v t eft ant Church; and thus were both churches miniftered 
v t . / , to by wretches who had fworn their deftrudtion. 

/V- v i A fimilar mode of proceeding was adopted for the de-» 

^ ' * ftrudion of the ftate, and that at the firil dawn of Illu- 
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ihinifm. It is Cqio again who informs us of the intrigues^ 
views, and fucceffes of the Se£r, infinuating its adepts in- 
to the Dica/iertSj the councils, and boards of adminittra- 
tion, which are paid by the prince and ftate; he points 
them out as having gained accefs into the councils of the 
prince and the ftate, carrying with them all the treache- 
rous plots of the moft difaftrous confpiracy againft both 
prince and ftate* 

Many readers have been aftonifhed at feeing whole ge- 
nerations rife imbued with the principles of the moft rank 
jacobinifm, and that from fchoolsr founded by princes for 
the inftrudfcion of youth > but Cato again folves the diffi- 
culty, when he fpeaks of the Infiitution founded by the 
Dowager Dutchefs. 

In ihort, it will be incumbent on future hiftorians to 
tell their readers whence were obtained thofe treafures 
fpent in the propagation of the principles of the Se&, in 
die peregrinations of its apoftles, and in the fupport of its 
peYmylefs adepts; they will find the tafk already complet- 
ed by the Seel itfelf, which tells us, that its novices are 
fupported at the expenfe of the public foundations \ that 
its miflionaries are paid and fent to foreign parts by the 
prince, who has been mifled to believe that he was fend- 
ing men in the purfuit of arts and fciehces. Moreover, 
does not the Sect betray itfelf, when introducing its adepts 
into the adminijlration of the ecclejiaftical property, and 
with that property paying the debts of its Lodges, fup- 
porting the apoftles of its confpiracies, re-eftablifhing its 
former clubs, and erecting new ones. ' Let the hiltorian 
reflect on the conditions under which fuch a multitude of 
adepts have been ufhered into livings and other employ- 
mentSj and he will foon perceive the funds of the Seel 
fwelled to ah immenfe bulk by thofe (hares which it pre- 
ferves for its own ufe out of all the emoluments which it 
has procured for its adepts either in church or ftate. 

But in this fame note an enigma occurs of a quite dif- 
ferent nature.-* The reader may have obferved Cato- 

2jW2xfc at once exulting in having founded a ntafonic 
Lodge at Munich for the Uluminees, and in the victories 
gained by the Uluminees over the Roficrucian Majons. 
— What can have given rife to this contradiction, at the 
fame time to imitate the Free-mafons, and to declare war 
againft the moft famous adepts of Mafonry. Thefeques- % 
tions naturally lead us to the inveftigation of the moft 
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profound device that Weifhaupt ever invented for the 
propagation of his plots. They relate to his fir ft attempt, 
to the diverfity of the means ufed, his fuccefs, and finally 
to his triumphant intruiion into the mafonic Lodges. In 
order to fol've them, I (hall, in the following Chapters, lay 
before my reader the moft remarkable paftages of the Ar- 
chives of the Seel:, or of the letters and avowals of the 
moft celebrated adepts relating to that famous plan, the 
execution of which belongs to the iecond epoch of the 
Seel; and unfortunately it may be too truly called the 
epoch of the Ulumiriization of Free Mafonry. 












Digitized by LiOOQ LC 






HISTORICAL PART. 



CHAP. III. 



<>3 



Epoch of the llluminization of Fr ee- Mafonry. —~Wei- 
Jhaupfs attempts on the Mafonic Lodges.— Jcquijitiou 
of Knigge> and his firjl Services. 

LET us, for a moment, fuppofe every thing that has 
been faid in thefe Memoirs relating to the nature, 
objed:, origin, and fecret of Mafonry, to be no more than 
a conjectural fyftem; let it ftill further be fuppofed, that 
the cloud which encompaffes the origin and hiftory of 
Mafonry is for ever impenetrable; let even the Brethren 
and their Matters exalt ftill higher the merits and glory 
of their anceftry; yet, for the misfortune of our cotem- 
poraries, the day is come when all this glory is fullied — 
when the Orators of their own Lodges with grief ex- 
claim, — cc - Brethren and Companions, give free vent to 
41 your forrow; the days of innocent Equality are gone by. 
" However holy our myfteries may have been, the Lodges 
44 are now profaned and fullied. — Brethren and Compan- 
" ions, let your tears flow; — attired in your mourning 
c< robes attend, and let us feal up the gates of our temples, 
u for the profane have found means of penetrating into 
44 them. They have converted them into retreats for their 
44 impiety, into dens of confpirators. Within the facred 
4< walls they have planned their horrid deeds, and the ruin 
14 of nations. Let us weep over our legions which they 
44 have feduced. Lodges that may ferve as hiding places 
" for thefe confpirators muft remain for ever fhut both to 
w us and to every good citizen."* Thefe complaints and 
awful lamentations are not mine; they proceed from the 
mouth of the venerable Mafter of a Lodge ; they are con- 
tained in the funeral oration pronounced on Mafonry in 
prefence of the Brethren aflembled for the laft time in a 
Lodge in Germany, and fighing over the forrowful des- 
tiny of their Confraternity. Unfortunately for the honor 
of the Brotherhood, their forrow was but too well-ground- 

* See the difcourfe of the Orator on the. (hatting up of a 

lodge, 
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ed; and it is our duty to adduce proofs of it. Whatever 
may have been its myfteries heretofore, Free-masonry 
is now become criminal. If it be not fo in itfelf, it is be- 
come fo through Weifhaupt's means; it has brought a- 
bout, or he has brought about through its means, the 
mod difaftrous of all revolutions. This awful truth can 
flo longer remain hidden, Hiftory muft found its trum- 
pet, and let it adduce its proofs; for never has it yet giv- 
en fo awful a leflbn to nations on the fatal effe&s of /e- 
cret focieties. 

From the commencement of his Illuminifm Weifliaupt 
had forefeen the great fupport he could draw from the 
multitude of Free Mafons difperfed throughout Europe, 
fhould he ever be fortunate enough to form an alliance 
with them. " Let me tell you a piece of news," he writes 
to Jjax as early as the year 1777; " Before the next car- 
<c nival I mall go to Munich, and mail get myfelf admit- 
" ted a Free-mafon. Do not let this alarm you; our buji- 
<c nefs will not fuffer in the leajl\ but by thisjlep we become 
fc acquainted with a tie or new jeer et, and by that means 
11 Jhall bejlronger than the others"* Weifhaupt accord- 
ingly received the firft degrees of IViafonry at Munich, ia 
St. Theodore's Lodge. At firft he could only obferve 
the bagatelle of an innocent fraternity, yet even then he 
perceived that Equality and Liberty were the ground- 
work of all the amufements of the Brotherhood. He fur^- 
mifed further myfteries. In vain they affured him, that 
all political or religious difcuflions were banifhed from 
the Lodges, and that every true Mafon was eflentialJy a 
ftaunch friend to his prince and to Chriftianity. He had 
(aid the fame thing to his Novices and to his Minervah> 
and he knew too well what became of all thefe protefta- 
tions in his Illuminifm. He eafily conceived that a fimi- 
lar fate awaited thefe declarations in the higher degrees of 
Mafonry. Soon his faithful Zwack furnifhed him with 
the means of penetrating into the higher myfteries of 
Mafonry without fubjecling himfelf to all the neceflary 
trials. This latter adept had made acquaintance at Augf- 
bourg with an Abbe of the name of Marotti. Atone 
pf thefe interviews Marotti had initiated hi?n into fhf 
higher degrees, and even into thofe of the Scotch Lodges* 
* — He had explained to him all the myjleries of Mafonry % 
f 

# Original Writings, Vol. L Letter 6, to Jjax. 
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BhfblutAy founded, *& he (aid, ** reUg\on mnithe hijlory 
bJ the church. Cato-Zvrack Chews us, by the eagcmeff 
with which he announces his difcovery to Spartacu?* 
WTeiihaupt, how much this explication coincided with 
the plots pi his impiety** No fooner has Weiihaupt 
f who on his fide was making all poffible enquiries) re? 
cei ved the news of this interview, though tto particular^ 
**we mentioned, than he immediately anfwers, " I doul$ 
•« much whether you are acquainted with the real objefif 
t c of Mafqnry; but I have acquired fqme infarraatiorf on 
ff that fubjeA, which I mean to make ufe of in my plan, 
** and which Lreferve for our higher degree s.-f Caio 
fcon fent a circurrrftantial account to his matter. of the **<•? 
flanation that had been communicated to him, and re* 
cei ved fof anfwer, f**he important difcovery you have 
* c made at Nicodemia (Aug&ourg), in your interview 
*< with the Abbe Marolti, gives me extreme pleafure*—* 
€t Profit of this eccafion^and.get ail you can from him"% 

In reading fuch paflages of their moft intimate corres- 
por^dence, one is nafuralty led to a& what e^n ojpcafion 
this extreme joy- in the two moft monftrous confpirators 
that have ever appeared on earth, at the mere difcovery 
5pf the myfteries of the occult Lodges of Mafonry, and of 
thofe even of the Scotch Lodges !-rrHas Weid>aupt then 
been anticipated by the Mafons in the explanation he had 
^ iven of their fymhols, and which he has actually infcrt- 
£d in his myftcries ?§ Could there have pre-exifted in thefe 
^pccult Lodges of Mafonry an impiety and plots ftrangely 
preparatory for that infidelity and thofe plots of Cato and 
Spartacus ?— The corrfequence is frightful, but is that a 
Teafon why nations {hould be blind and deny the tefti? 
mony of truth •, are we, for the honor of Mafonry, to be 
,$ent on the hidden {hares laid for them, and which will 
continue to be Jajd not onjy for them but for all nation* 
in general.)) 

Well ktisfied with the difcqyery he had inade, \Vei ? 

* See Cato's Journal, Djariuvi des C^to % Original \f rifc 
fogs, Vol.'t 

t Jbid. Letter 31, ad Dec. 1778. 
X Original Writings, Letter of the <6th Jan. 1779. 
$ See Vol. III. of thefe Memoirs, Dfgree tf-Epeff? 
)j Ibid. Letter $%. 
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flnftrpt begins to prefs the cftabliflunent of a Mafonir 
Lodge for bis pupils of Munich. He immediately order* 
ed all his Areopagites to get themfelves made Mafons* 
belaid his plans -for fnnilar initiations at Aichftadtj and in 
aji the other colonies of the Order** Notwitbftanding 
•nil his efforts, fuccefs declared but flowty in his favor.-— 
He was in poffeffion of the fecrets of the Mafons, but 
afaey were not initiated in his.— The Hoficrucians few 
rwith regret another fecret fociety rifing, which drew its 
jnembers from their Lodges, whkh already began, to 
(bring their meetings into difreputfcby bragging thai it a* 
stone was in poiTeflion of the real fecrets of Mafonry*— 
^Notwithftandrng the impiety of the fecrets of the Kofi* 
-crucians,, and though their iyflems all had a fimilar ten* 
odency with refpeA to the annihilation of Chriflianity r ftiU 
the path they had chofcn was quite different from that 
•which Weifhaupt had adopted. He defpifed all the non* 
fenfe of their Atehymy ; above all he detefted their The* 
-ofophy. He laughed at the double principle* at the good 
>and £vil genii, and at all thofe daemons on which the Ko~ 
ficrucian founds his Magic, Cabal* and Myiteiies of A* 
BRACjf in ihort, notwithstanding all the benefit Weir 
fcaupt expected to reap from thefc myfteries, fymbois and 
explanations of Mafonry, he treated with the moft fovev 

* Let it be always remembered* that we continue to except 

, : the Mafons who only acknowledge the firft three degreesj 

but even these ought never to for get % that it nvas precifeh 

. their firjl three degrees 'which ferved as A Cloak to the grand 

' intrufion of IlUiminifrn. 

„ f The word AJbrac is derived from Abraxas^ which is only 
; a let of Greek letters put together by Basiliues, a famous 
*Sophi(ler of Alexandria, and an herefiarch of the fecond cen- 

* tury, expreffing the number of 365 Intelligences or fptrtts, 

♦ which c«nftuuied his God. St. Jerome fays, that Abraxa* was 
the ficlitious God of Bafilidcs* exprefled in Greek numeral, 

*i.1ico.i 6o.i.aoo. Bafilides groandedall his magic on the 
number of his genii; and hence the term Science of Ahrac is 

m ufed for the fcience of Magic ( Vide Hierommus adverfus Lu~ 
ciferum~AuguflinusJiberdebareftis-~Tertuliian de Bafilide} 
—Manes adopted many of his errors from this Balilides, and 
paiticularly his Eons and his magic. Thefe myjleriet of Abrac 
are mentioned in the Mafonic manqfeript of Oxford, which 
bears teftimony that fome Brethren were as mueh addicted to 
thefe myjleries of Abrac three hundred years ago, as many of 
our modern Rolictucians. • . 
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ytrelgn contempt every thuig that is purely cabaliftic foU : 
ly and reverie in the Roficrunans. ; He adopted all their 
means of impiety and laughed at their fooleries. It was 
the contention of impiety, fallen on the one fide into the- 
mod abford Atheifm, and on the other into the moft-mfc- 
frrable fuperftition* Hence arofethefe^Rffentions andjca~ 
lou/ies mentioned by G?tt»Zwack when tracing the pro* 
grefs of Illumirufm; and it was for a long time doubtful 
which of the two congpetitors was to be crowned with' 
fuccefs. During the conflict we fee WetQumpt daily in- 
venting new means of triumphs but he was undecided as 
•o the ufe he (bould make of hw vi&ory. — " In the firft 
** place, he writes to 5£wack, u I fiiould'have wifeed to 
« fend to London for aconftitutionfor our Brethren* and 
u 1 flioald ftill be of that opinion if we could make our- 
m felves mailers of the Chapter{the Mafonic) of Munich. 
•* Vou wilt do well to try. I can come to no determination 
" on that fabjedfc until I have feen What turn our affairs 
" Cake, Perhaps I iaaU only adopt a reform \ or it may be 
** better to -create a new fyitem of Mafonry forourfelves; 
<c or, may it not be tho't convenient to incorporate Ma* 
^ kmvy into our Order, 4md thus to make but one body 

* of them both* Time alone can decide this."* 

To relieve the founder from this ftate of indecifion, it 

3Was necefiary that he (bould become acquainted with a 

«naft who laid lefs ftreis on difficulties, and who knew how ^J 9 " 

to cut them (hort, The demon who wields the fiery fword Kni S* c * 

«6f revolutions throws a Hanoverian Baron in his way, of 

-the name of Knigge. At this name every honeft Ger- 

inwn Mafon will ftart back, as at the man who corrupted 

'even the fraternal bagatelles of the firji degrees of Mafonry, 

'and confummated the depravity of their impious RofierQ- 

cians. The honeft Brethren, in their indignation, would 

ahnoft forget Weifhaupt to overpower Knigge with the 

♦whole weight of their hatred} and to heap on him alone 

all the opprobrium of the Lodges now become the great 

feminaries of Uluminiim. The truth obliges us to fay, 

-that /*£i&-Knigge was no other than the worthy tool of 

Spartacus-Weiihauvt in this grand introfion. That which 

was executed by the one had long fince been conceived 

• by the other; and, in all probability, had it not been for 
the profound combinations of the one, the wicked activi- 

# Original Writiogs, Letter 57 to €atc % March if to* 
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iy of the other M?ould have proved frakleft in-tts attempt^*- 
•4-UnfortunateIy in the re -union of .their banelui talestos 
were to be found all the requifttes for the jtioft tonfeog** 
mate conipiratorsi in the One* for thedireftin&of the? 
moft difaftrous of all Sefts ; in the other* for the propag^* 
tion of its niyAarits and the recruiting of its confpirk»£ 
bands* 

, WeiQwupt^ like SU^tn, profoundly meditated the de*> 

ftrudtion of mankind* while Kntgge may becompaied to 

tbofe Genii winged like, the plagues ever hovcriria fcid in*r 

patient to receive the Orders of .the King of Hell to/benA 

tthqir courfe wherever he WtH point Out evil to be done* 

Wei&aupt proceeds fl$wly in hi$ combinations, weifeh* 

his refources, . compares the different efiays, audy left ha 

fhould miftake* defers afld fufpends his choice* Kniggej 

N in his levity, has fooner a&ed than deliberated \ he fee* 

where evil can be done* he doe # s it, and is ready to fotjntk 

a retreat, (houJd his firft attempts fail of fuccefe The 

one forefees the obftacles he may have to encounter^ ani 

feeks to evade them; the other proceeds boldly in fpit* 

of all, and looks on the time fpent in reflection as fo much 

loft from the execution* The former is aware of every 

fault that can impede his progress the latter proceeds 

fceedlefe of the falfe fteps he may .have; taken* 

. Encompafled with darknefc, h»wi great would bav* 

been the happinefs of Weiihaupt cotrtd he but have beet 

gratified with a fight of the yorld in ruins, and that with* 

out being himfelf feen ! The confeioufnefs of his crimes 

would have been to him that grateful fenfation which vir?- 

tue raifes in the honeft heart. The power of dotrjg harm 

is more dear to him, than a celebrity which might have 

proved fatal to the execution of his plots. Kuigge*on the 

contrary, feows himfelf every w^re r meddies With every 

thing y his utrooft ambition was to appear to have befcu 

the agent in whatever was done* Bath we impjou% and 

both have f worn the overthrow ofthe,ilaWsi but ,Wei- 

fliaupt from the very.begioning had bid, down his prirt- 

fciples; he had followed ihem through ail their confer 

'^uences ; his revolution is to be the accomplishment of 

tbem all; and he will think his attempt fruidefc, fiioukl 

k Jingle law, fociai or. religious, efcape the general wreck. 

"With Knigge, both his impiety and his .pjanfc of rebel* 

lion have had their gradual progreflion: he fucce&vely 

attended all the public and occult fchoote of the Iredell- 
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ky-©F die age* He cart vary his mean* and adapt k'mfetf 
to the different chara&ers he has to deal with, Be alfo 
wifoeft for a revolution, but he will not lofe the occafion 
of one that offers, in hopes of that particular one which 
he wi&es to operate* Where he cannot form an Atheift* 
he wiJI form a Deift or a Sceptic* as circumftances may 
require, he will ad the part of any fpecies of 3ophifter,or 
«ngage in a$v degree Of rebeilionv Weifltaupt wiflies to 
involve in univeWal ruin, religion, rnagiftrates, fociety* 
and property* that he may inftal his nomadt clans, hit 
Men Kings) and his Equality and Liberty Knigge is 
content to deftroy kfe> provided he defpoticaily fways o*» 
ver all that has efcaped deft* u6tk>n. 4n die Went (hades 
of bis retreat, the one has more accurately ftudied the 
nature of man, and has laid his plans for aewwnodeUing 
haman nature according to his views* The other is bet- 
ter acquainted with them from his habit of intrigue, and 
is eafier pleafed with the afcendancy he can require over 
them:. In fhort, the former may be (aid to prepare his 
poiibns with> more art*, while the latter retails them bet- 
ter i and between them they wield the mighty power ef 
deftrudion. 

Whern the common enemy of human nature brought 
thefe two fiends of rebellion in contact with each other, 
they had already acquired aU thofe habits and means which 
muft render their union fatal to mankind. The Hanove- 
rian Baron had been caft upon the earth nearly at the 
fame time that the Bavarian monfter had been engender- 
ed. His whole life appears to have been but one continu- 
ed preparation for the part he was to a& in feconding 
Wetfhaupt, and particularly to open tfre gates of the 
, Lodges from the North to the South, and from the Eaft 
to the weft, to receive the founder of Illuminifm> and de- 
liver over to him all thofe adepts who, trained by the 
higher myfteries of Mafonry, had long fince been pre- 
pared to receive thofe of the modern Spartacus* 

Knigge informs us^ that from his youth he had always 
had an invincible propenfity towards iecret focieties i and 
that while a boy he had founded one of thofe little focie- 
ties fo common in the Proteftant Univerfities, and of 
which we have before fpokeru He had acquired this turn 
from his father, wjiom he had obferved fpending his time 
in the ftudy of the Mafonic Myfteries, and his money in 
the vain purfuit of the Philofopher's Stone. . The father's 
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* , gold had vwiflied in the crucible, and the fen reaped 

nothing but the drofs. No fooner had he attained the 
neceffary age> than he got hinrrfdf made a Freemafbn irt 
one of thofe Lodges called of the Strift ObftPOante. He 
rofe to the degree of Teffipfar, that is to fay, of thofe Ma* 
fons tyho, (tfll Battering themfelves with the hopes of re- 
covering the poffeffion$ of that once celebrated Order, 
diftribute In the mean time the different titles formerly 
borne by thofe Knights, Kriigge became one ofthefe 
Brother Commanders under the title of Eques a Cygno> 
(Knight of the Swan). Contrary to his expe&ations, 
he found this to be but an empty tide without any emo- 
lument* Wi(hini*to make up for this deficiency, and 
ftill more a^uated with the deft re of acquiring that im- 
portance in the Lodges at leaft, which he could not ac- 
quire eifewhere, he made himfclf the dtfciple of the fa- 
mous Mountebank Schroedbr at Marbourg. When 
in company wi*h this Schroeder> or the Caglioftro of Ger- 
many, What man> as he fays himfelf, would not have 
been fired with zeal for Theofophy, Magic, and Alchymy t 
Thele were the myfteries of tjie Maforrs of the StriSt Ob* 
fervance. Violent, f ant aflical, and rejllefs, as he defcribes 
himfelf, he at the age of five and twenty was a firm be- 
liever in all thefe myfteries % he even pra&ifed all the 
evocations of fpirits, and other follies of ancient and 
modern Cabal. Soon he began to doubt whether bt real- 
ly believed or Qugbt to bilieve in all this fluff. He fiat ~ 
tered himfelf with the hopes that, in the midft of thefe 
enchantments and magic {p<A\s,tke chaos of his ideastvoteld 
fubfide. To gain knowledge, and put his mind at eafe, 
he would willingly have gained admiffion into every Ma- 
fonic Lodge* He found means of getting admitted into 
the higher degrees^ procured tin rareji and mofi myjieri- 
eusmamifcripts^ and ev$n ftudied all their different £e&s.* 
Then, as ir he wifhed to convert himfelf into a vaft em- 
porium of every error> he applied to the dodtrines of the 
modern Sophrfters, and thus plied his unfortunate brain 
on the one fide with all the delirious Conceits of Cabaliftic 
Mafonry, and on the other with the impious doctrines of 
the fclf-Created Philosophers. His attempts at fortune 
were fimilar to thofe he had made for the acquifttion of 
fcience, nor was he more iuccefsrul.— A courtier without 

* See his Laft Obfmarions, P. 24. 



Digitized 



by Google 



HISTORICAL BART* 7 1 

fevdr, ht deferts? hit Prince to take the dire&ion of a PJay- 
bpuie ; thence he accepts a commiifion in the fervice of 
the Prince of Hefle Caflel ; but is feon difimfled, in con* 
fequence of the violence and reftleflnefs of his temper.—* 
He then turns author, and writes violent declamations 
againft the* Roman Catholics; then, in confequence of 
f*me hope of preferment (I know not what), he makes 
a public profeifion of their faith) but, not fucceeding as 
he hoped, be deferts them, abufes them more fcurriioufly 
than ever, takes part with the Proteftants, but writes iri 
favor pf JDeifin,* Such had been the rcftlefc education 
of the man who was to prove the moft worthy fupporter 
and the moil active co-operator that Weifliaupt yet had 
founds * - 

By a ffrange coincidence, juft at the very time that 
thefe Confpirators met, Knigge had been projecting a 
conqueft-of Mafonry, and had formed fuch plans for an 
univerfal confpiracy, that he fcarcely leaves the honor of 
invention to Weifhaupt. The account given by Knigge 
will beft explain this coincidence. 

It was in the year of our Lord 1780 } and a general 

afiexnbly of Mafonshad been convoked at Willemlbaden 

lor the next. year, under the prote&ion of the Duke of 

Brunfwick and of the Landgrave of Hefle Caflel, * On 

" the news of this," fays i*Ai/tf-.Knigge, u I call an eye 

ft on the immenfe multitude of brethren ; I obferved it to 

u be compofed of men of all ftations in life, of noblemen, 

« of men of great riches, of great power, and alfoofBre- 

44 thren poflefllng great knowledge and a&ivity, I (aw 

* thefe men all a&uated by one common fentiment, tho* 

" I could not very well conceive the objeft of their union. 

« I (aw diem all bound by an oath of the moft profound 

*< fecrecy,. without being able to form any better idea as 

« to the obje& of it, I beheld them divided in their opi- 

" ntons, nor could I comprehend on which fide die error 

« lay ; ftill lefe could I furmife what had been the grand 

" obftacle that had impeded the advantages which man^ 

* kind had reafon to expe&from Freemafonry,^-Nevcr* 
«« thelefs how great would thefe advantages have been, if 
*< diltinguifhing anions from {peculations, opinions had 
«* been left to each individual, while a regular fyftem of 

* conduit was followed, perpetually tending towards the 

• See his Laft Obfcrvations, P. *j. 
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* advantage of humanity in general r *iMf of the Brethrom 

* in particular ! Had they agreed on a Jyfteo* of law* 

* for the mutual and general Support of each other ; toi 
u raifc doprefled or objure merit 5 to fecond with all (be 
«* power and influence of Maibnry all plans for general 
w utility; to favor the advancement of$he Br*tkven\$ ta 
V meafure out tke different employments in the State t* 
«* the Bt ethre*, according to their capacities, and in pro- 

* portion as they jheuld have profited of the advantages 
«* to be reaped, from $CCRfcT societies in* the arts of 
u knowing meu and of governing ^hein without eon* 

u Meditating and mufiqg on thefe ideas^' continues 
«< Knigge, « I had refolved on all my plans of reform* 
« and had fent them to Willemfbaden, I received polite 
«« anfwers; they promifed to take my work into confide* 
t< ration at the genera) meeting, that was about to be held. 
« But J foonhad reafon to believe, that the benevolent 
« and cjifintereited views of the illuftrious chiefs and pro* 
*< teclors of Mafonry would be but very i\\ feconded j that 
« partial views and discordant interefts would play off 
« every artifice to make the fyftems of particular Se&$ 
w predominate; and I forefaw how difficult it would ha 
u to make one cap fit fo many heads. Meanwhile I com- 
« municated my plans ta different Ivjafons, and repeated- 

* ly expreffed my fears;, when, in July 1780, 1 made ac* 
^ quai ntauee with Piomedes ( the Marquis of Conftan- 
*< za) in ^ Lodge at Frankfort ontheMein, who had 
*t been fent. from Bavaria by the IlLuminecs to eftabliih 

* new Colonies in the Protectant States, I informed him. 
« of my views, with refpeel: tp a general reform of Free* 
« mafonry; and that, perfeftly convinced of the inutility 
« of the meeting at Willemibaden I had refolved to work 
« at the eftabliibmcnt of my fyftexn Seconded by a few 
*Mafons.rny particubr friends, and who were fprea4 
«* throughout Germany* After having Jieard me explain, 
v my inteftfions, why," faid he, 4 t fiiould you give your- 
« c t feJftheJttouble to found a new fociety^ when there ak 
*' ready ejeifts one which has undertaken all that you will} 
** to do, which qan in every way gratify your thirft for 
€ 5 .knowledge, and open a wide field for your activity a»4 

* defire of being ufefuH a fociety, in ij^ort^ whick^ m^ 

• See bil £$& Obftrvatipns, P. *8.* 
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* poffeffion of all the fctences and all the autho^ty neces* 
u fary for the accomplishment of your obje&."* 

The Marquis wascorre&; for there exifted a moil 
ftrikinj coincidence between the plots of his mailer and 
thofe propofed by Knigge to raife depreffed or obfcurc 
rticrit, and fuccor fufFering virtue ; to teach the adepts 
(he art of knowing men; to conduit mankind to happi- 
nefs, and to govern them without their perceiving it. — ? 
Like Knigge, Weifhaupt alfo had invented that invw 
fible concatenation which, proceeding from the tene- 
brous meeting of his lurking fenate, was to extend its 
ramifications over every clafs of citizens, and, diftating 
laws fro#tt thefe dark receffes, the Brotherhood was to 
leave no f «t untried to caufe them to be promulgated by 
the councils of the Prince, f Thus far the two Arch* 
confpirators follow the fame plan ; but the truth is, that 
"Weiihaupt only feeks power to deftroy, and gives laws 
but to annihilate every law ; while PA/Va-Knigge will 
look upon nations as fufficiently free, provided he can but 
fubjed their magiilrates and rulers to the decrees of the 
Mafonic Lodges ; though the Liberty, therefore, fought 
by the one be the death of focicty, that of the other will 
be its eternal (hame. Two fuch men could not long re T 
main feparate; pride may give rife to temporary difagree? 
ments : but they wiil co-qperate fufficiently for the mife- 
^iy of mankind. 

Knigge could fcarcely exprefs die joy and aftoniflj- 
ment with which he learned that the plans he had con- 
ceived were already executing. He threw himfelf into 
the arms of the Illuminizing Apoftle, and immediately 
received the degrees of Candidate, of Novice, and was 
even admitted into the AJinerval Academy. Wei- 
ihaupt foon felt the importance of fuch an acquifition ? 
though in Revolutionary Impiety he found Knigge even 
mdre advanced than he wiihed. This letter immediately 
fct to work for the Illuminees with as much zeal as if he 
had been profecuting his own plan, and took upon him- 
felf the million on which Diomedes had been fent. Ne r 
ver had Illumirtifm beheld fo a&ive and fo infinuating a 

K 

* SeehisLa{tOb(er?ations>F.,34. , 

f Original Writings, firft Statutes of the Iiluminee, ap^ 
Iuttruttions for the Regent* t /'. v : ' v ' -•- 
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Recruiter* The lift of Novices and Brethren was fwol-> 
len with amazing rapidity, nor did he, like Weifhaupty 
merely enlift youths coming from the College, but men 
who had attained the age of maturity, and whofe impiety 
was already known to him.— He more particularly fe- 
lected thofe whom in the Lodges he hadobferved tobave^ 
a greater propenfity for the Occult Myfteries. 

Weifhaupt in his firft furprize could not help admir- 
ing his new Apoftle ; and thus extols him to his Areopa- 
gites: « P£/7*-Knigge alone does more than all of you 
" put together could even hope to do. • • • Pbilo is the 
« mafter from whom you all (hould take kflpns. . . - 
" Give me only fix fuch men,, and I will engage *o change 
« the whole face of the univerfe."* The gjjand point 
which gave Weifhaupt fo much pleafure was the difcwe- 
ry of that generation of men who were already prepared 
for his plots, and which in part difpenfed with the labo- 
rious education he had found neceffary for the preparation 
of youth ; and indeed we foon after fee him inftruding 
his recruiters to follow Knigge's method of proceeding-t 
Nor was he lefs pleafed to fee the Se& daily gaining 
ground, and that without any violence, in thofe very 
Lodges which he wiflied fo much to reduce under his 
fubje&ion. This rapid foecefs, however, gave rife to 
jrfifficulties which muft have difgufted any other man y but 
Knigge was exa&ly the perfon to remedy them. 

Tricked by the Apoftolic Marquis, as the latter had 
been before by Weiftiaupt, with regard to the antiquity, 
omnifcicnce, and power of Illuminifm, Knigge bad only 
been admitted as yet to the preparatory degrees ; nor had 
be the leaft fufpicion that the remaining degrees had no 
exiftence but in the brain or portfolio of the modern 
Spartacus. He expected grand myfteries > he afked for 
them, both in his own name and in the name of the Old 
Mafons who were not to be treated like boys from the 
college in their M'merval Academy. — Weifliaupt had 
recourfe to all thofe fubterfuges by which he had hereto- 
* fore fucceeded in keeping his pupils in fufpenfe with res- 
peel to the higher myfteries ; and the more he extolled 
them by aflcing for new trials the more preffing Knigge 

* Original Writings, VoM. Let. 56, and Laft Obfemtionf f 
t Origiual Writings, Voi II. Let. 7. 
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became, who told him that fuch trials 'might binecej/arp 

in the Catholic countries^ but were by no meanrfoAq the 

Protejiant ones, where the fpirit o£r?hilofophy had made 

a much greater progrefs.* — Weifliaupt continued to Ihift 

his ground, and Kuigge became more_preifing irfhis de-* 

mands. — The old Mafons, famous for decyphering the. 

hieroglyphics, aiked fbrfome which might anfwer to the 

enthuiiafm with which he had infpired them. They 

threw out hints of abandoning him as an impoftor who 

had deluded them with idle promifes, unlefs he kept his 

word with them; and Illuminifm muft have been jrrepa-. 

bly undone had fo many Brethren abandoned him under 

that perfuafion. Thefe perpetual felicitations at length 

forced Weiftaupt's fecret from him: " His letters (lays 

«* Knigge.) at length informed me, that this Order, pro- 

u feffedly fo ancient, had no other exiftence than in his 

w own head, and in the preparatory clajfes he had efta- 

« blifhed in the Catholic countries; but that he had a 

« large quantity of excellent materials for the higher de- 

« grees. la making this avowal he begged me to pardon 

< c his little flnefle ; for (faid he) I have fought in vain af- 

* ter worthy co-operators ; no perfon has ever entered fo 
« deeply into my views as you have ; nor has any perfpa 
tt feconded me with fo much activity. He told me, that 
tt I was a man fent from Heaven to fecond him in his 

* undertaking; that he threw himfelf upon my honor, 
« and was willing to give me up all his papers; and that 
<c in future, not looking upon himfelf as my fuperior, he 
*' would be content to work under my direction; that the 

* Brethren were expecting me in Bavaria, where all the, 
44 neceflary fteps could be agreed upon,and that they were 
u ready to pay my expenfes thereof 

Had Weifhaupt thought Knigge to be a man lefs to 
be depended upon, this would have been the only error 
we (hould have feen this confpiring genius fall into. Fie 
muft have been the only man on earth who could have 
looked upon his higher degrees and means of fedudion as 
incomplete. The myfteries and the difcourfe for the de- 
gree of Epopt were fini(hed ; all that has been laid before 
the reader on this degree was already compoied ; J Knigge 

* Laft Obfcrvations of PhHo f from P. 3; to $$. 
f Laft Obfervatioiw* of Pbilo, from P. 35 to 55. 
X See the original of this difcourfe in the Original Writings, 
Vol. 11, Part II. 
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irtfiay haVe ornamented the impiety and diforgarrixing prio * 
* tiples; but neither Knigge nor all the powers of hell 
could have added to them. The fame may be fakl of the 
means of fedu&ion. All the cunning of the Iftfinuattn 
and dirt&tng Illumine es is to be found either in his firft 
degrees, or in the inftrucftion for the Provincials \ his ir-fc 
refolution can only be attributed to the immenfity of his 
powers for feduclion which no other perfon but himfdf 
could conceive. Hence he was led to fuppofe that what 
he had done was incomplete, becaufe he thought he could 
do it ftill better. In a word, had he fen* his code as it was^ 
Knigge would have profited of what had been completed* 
and would never even have furmifed that he could have 
perfected it. Elated to a great degree at the idea of ex* 
tricating from a difficulty a man whofe plots and fyftems 
fo perfectly coincided with his own, he haftened to hi* 
Juccor. . He had foon run over all the papers that Wei- 
feaupt entrufted him with* made his appearance at die 
Council of the Areopagites j arid in a few days got the 
better of all their irrefolution with refpe& to the chvifiort 
of claffes and degrees, and of the higher arid lower mys- 
teries. The cliief point, and which in thefe circumiran* 
ces required an immediate decifion, Was to know what 
rank (hould be given to the Freemaibns in the Order, afr 
a mode of facilitating the general intrufion into the Lodg* 
es. Knigge had already proved that they might entirety 
rely on him as fo the number of Mafonic brethren to be 
gained over to Illuminifm ; his vote carried the point, 
and the Intermediary Clafs of Mafonry was irrevocably 
determined. 

About this time the Deputies of the Lodges flocked 
from all parts to Willemfbaden. It was an object of great 
importance for Weifhaupt and his Council, that no fteps 
inimical to their views on Mafonry fhould be taken at 
that affembly. — Td obtain an account of all their pro^ 
ceedings, Pbilo had taken care to have Minos named a 
deputy. As to himfelf, he preferred being in the neigh- 
borhood of the congrcfs, there to watch its motions, and 
only to acl: by his agents. He had received full power* 
from Weifhaupt and the Council of Areopagites to take 
fuch fteps as circumftances might require. 

The article which required the greateft expedition was, 
to complete the higher, parts of the code, and to decide ori 
what degrees were to be given to the Mafons> who wert 



Digitized 



by Google 



HISTORICAL *K%T* J| 

too far advanced in the myfteries to be fubjeSed to (he tri- 
als of the Minerval School ; and Knigge had fpeedily exe- 
c uted this firft part of bis miffion. His a£H ve pen had foon 
made choice of its materials from Weifhaupt's portfolio. 
According to his agreement with the Areopagites, he left 
all the preparatory degrees, fuch as Novice y Mimrval^ 
and Minor liluminee^ which had already been conferred 
on feveral of the adepts, in their primitive ftate; It had 
alfo been agreed, that the firft three degrees of Mafonry 
{now become the intermediary degrees of Illuminifm) 
fhould not be touched. He united the Major Illumince 
to the Scotch degrees. In the degree of Epoft and Re- 
gent, he condenfed every feditious and impious principle, 
as well as every article that he could find in Weifhaupt's 
works; and hence arofe that aftoniftung code already 
inveftigated in the foregoing volume. 

It was not long before Weifhaupt again gave way to 
his irrefolution ; for he was always inventing fome new 
art of fedu&ion; but while he was deliberating Knigge 
was a&ing. The fuccefs of the fecond part of his miffion, 
or his views on the Mafons of Willemflbaden, entirely 
depending on the final determination of the myfteries for 
the degrees of Epopt and Regent^ Weiihaupt was prefs- 
cd once more, and, approving the whole, he Jigned and 
ftaledthem with the grand feal of the Order. 

Knigge now had only to attend to his miffion at WiU 
lemfbaden. We (hall foon follow him to that Congrefs of 
Mafonry ; but we muft firft explain to our readers of 
what fpecies of men this grand affembly was compofed ; 
and what the great agents were, that had already prepa- 
red the fuccefs and enfured the triumph of the new mys* 
Series over thofe of Freemafonry.* 

* For the whole of this chapter, fee the Laft Obfervatrbn* 
of Pkitoy from P. 55 to 1 13 ; alfo his firft Letter to Crto, Ori- 
ginal Writings, Vol. ILaad his convention with the Areopa- 
gite*, Ibid. 
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CHAP. IW 



Congrefs of the Freemafons at Willemfbaden — Of their 
diver* Sett l s> and particularly of that of the Tbeofopbi- 
phical Illuminees. 

IT was by no means* the deputies of an infignificant 
fociety that were flocking from all parts of the uni- 
verfe to Willemfbaden* At that period, many mafons 
conceived their numbers to amount to three millions of 
brethren ; and the Lodge de la Candeur at Paris, in its 
Circular Letter of the $\fl Afay, 1782, fuppofes that 
France alone contained one million. Doctor Stark (one 
of the moft learned writers of the Order) in his work on 
the ancient and modern myfteries, positively fays, that at 
the loweft computation f£* number of mafons at that time 
mufl have amounted to one million.* Let the hifrorian 
abide by this eftimate, let him be ever fo partial, yet at 
the fight of thefe deputies fent by a Secret Society com- 
pofed of at leaft a million of adepts, all flocking to their 
myfterious congrefs, what ferious reflexions muft arife, 
and how important the confideration both to nations and 
their rulers ! 

What inconceivable motive is, it then that draws forth 
thefe agents and deputies from all parts of the globe, from 
Europe, Afia, Africa, and America, agents of men all 
bound by the oath of fecrecy, both as to the nature of their 
aflbciation and the objeft of their myfteries ? What in- 
tentions can actuate, what plans are brought by thefe de- 
puties of fo formidable an alTociation fecretly fpreading 
its ramifications around us, throughout town and coun- 
try, creeping into our habitations, and encompaifing em- 
pires? What do they meditate, what are they going 
to combine either for or againfl nations ? If they thus 
convene for the general good of humanity, and the wel- 
fare of nations, whence do they derive their right of deli- 
berating on our religion, morals, or governments ? Who 
has entrufted them with our intereils ? Who has fubjeel- 

* Chap. 15. 
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ed the world to their decrees and their pretended wifdom ? 
Who has told them that we wi(h to a£fc, to think, or to be 
governed according to their decifions and fubterraneous 
machinations ; or in their language according to their 
induftrious and Jeer et influence. 

Should their plans be confpiracies, arifing in a wifli to 
change the nature of our worfhip and of our laws, infi- 
dious Brethren, perfidious citizens, by what right do you 
pretend to live among us as children of the fame fociety, 
or fubje£l to the fame magiftrates ? 

But fhould it neither be for nor againft nations, fliould 
their only object be to draw more clofe the bonds of their 
fraternity, to propagate their benevolence, and their gene- 
ral love of mankind, then will I anfwer, Amufe the popu- 
lace with fuch bubbles, ad Populum Pbdleras ! What ! 
you that live on the banks of the Thames or of the Ta- 
gus, in the plains watered by the Tiber or Viftula, are you 
to emigrate to the Rhine or to the Elbe, there in the dark 
abodes of Mafonry to coalefce and deliberate with men 
whom you have never before feen nor will ever meet 
again ? There is great occafion for you to go there to • 
learn how to love and fuccor thofe with whom you daily 
cohabit ! The Englifhman, the Ruffian, or the Ameri- 
can, is to go and bury himfelf in a German Lodge to 
learn how to be charitable-at home !-— The voice of na- 
ture and of the Gofpel then is only to be heard within 
the fecret recefles of Mafonry ? Or are we to be told, 
that men have braved the dangers of the Ocean and crofs- 
ed whole empires to affift at a fraternal banquet, there to 
drink a toaft given in a zig-zag or z-fquare; or perhaps 
to chant fome hymns facred to innocent Equality; and 
that for thefe harmlefs amufements they (hould have cho- 
fen a den only worthy of the deepeft confpirators ! Let 
them find other pretences, or not wonder of being fufpedt- 
ed of confpiring. Such language every citizen, every 
magiftrate, every fovereign, was entitled to hdld to thefe 
deputies flocking to Willemfbaden. Happy would it 
have been for Mafonry had fuch language been held ; for 
it might have faved the Brethren the eternal Jhame of hav- 
ing become the vile inftruments and accomplices of Wei- 
ihaupt. 

Had any religious body, had even the Bifhops of the 
church, held a general meeting, the civil power, without 
doubt, would have ufed its right of fending its commifla^ 
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rfes to fuch a meeting, and they would have been inftruffc-? 
ed to watch, left under pretence of debating on ecclefias- 
tical affairs, the right of the ftate fhould be infringed.—* 
But all governments permitted the mafons. peaceably to 
proceed to the congrefs of Willemlbaden. The brethren 
even had paflports from the civil powers. For more than 
fix months did thefe deputies deliberate in their immenfe 
Lodge, without any fovereign harboring the leaft fufpi- 
cion as to his own fafety, or that of his people. They 
all relied on thofe princes who were themfelves initiated 
in themyfteries of Mafonry ; they were in all probability 
ignorant that Brethren of that rank are but partially ad- 
mitted to the fecrets of the Sefl ; nor were they aware, 
that great names are only cloaks under which fecret foci- 
eties often confpire againft their very prote&ors. They 
had not conceived, that, the only means of efc aping the 
vengeance of fuch focieties was to tolerate none, 
not even thofe that are known to be innocent ; for the 
confpirator, ever watchful, can have no more favorable 
opportunity of afluming the garb of innocence, than in 
thefe fecret receffes, where fopner or later he will find 
means of involving the undefigning members in his crimi- 
nal plots. 

Sovereigns were equally ignorant of the ftate in which 
Mafonry was at the time of the too famous meeting of 
Willemfbaden; had they but known it, the utmoft fever 
rity might have become a duty on them. To judge by 
the writings of the Se&, it never had been lefs difpofed 
to a reform, which fome it would feem wiflied to promote, 
and which Sir Andrew Michael Ramfay, a Scotch Baro- 
net, had attempted to bring about forty years before; nor 
is it clear that the reform he had attempted was far 
vorable to religion. Jn order to unite the efforts of the 
Brethren towards fome ufeful obje<9r, he had conceive^ 
the plan of an Encyclopaedia, which was to have been 
executed by all the learned Mafons of the world.* If the 
pofthumous works attributed to Ramfay are really his 
(fuch as The Philofophical Principles of Natural Reli- 
gion and of Revelation^ printed under his name in 1749, 
fix years after hjs death) I could not venture to fay, that 
he had not forgotten the greater part of thofe leflbns whicfy 
he had received from Fenelon, or that the Mafonic En- 

* SeeDcr auf gezogene vorhang der Frey ftfaurery, P. jp» f 
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cyclopaedia would have been a better work than that ex« 
ecu ted by the Sopbifters D'Alembert and Diderot; nei- 
ther would I vouch that any reform was intended at that 
time in the ancient myfteries of the Lodges, other than 
the introda&ion of many antichriftiari errors, together 
with thofe of the Metempfichofis. But, whatever may 
have been the reform projected by Ramfay, every thing 
denoted that that which the Brethren were about to accom- 
pli fh at Wilhemfbaden would be no other than the con- 
tamination of the myfteries or plots of the Roficnxcians. 
(See Note at the end of the Chapter). In reality, thefe 
myfteries as well as thofe of the Scotch Knights had on- 
ly been new modelled, the better to meet the wifhes of the 
Sophifters, and of the Impoftors of the age. In France 
alone, under the fucceffive protection, of the Princes of 
Clermont, of Conti, and of the Duke of Orleans, all 
Grand Matters of the Order, the Ciermontois Brethren^ 
the African Brethren^ the Knights of the Eagle, the A- 
deptj the Sublime Philofopher 7 were to many national in- 
ventions added to Mafonry; and all thefe degrees were 
fteps towards our Revolution. In <?ermany we fee Ro+ 
fa combining all thefe French inventions with the ancient 
Scotch myfteries; the Baron Hund and Shubard fubdi- 
viding Mafonry into*the Strift Obfervance and the Lose 
Obfervance. Under the name of Templar Mafons^ it dai- 
ly beheld new degrees invented, more and more threaten- 
ing to Kings and Pontiffs, who had firpprefled the Tem- 
plars. There alfo appeared the Phyfician Zinnendorf^ 
and with him were introduced the modern Roficrucians 
from Sweden, and their new myfteries of the Cabal t 
while the impoftor Jaeger was propagating his at Ratis- 
bon. 

There was not one of thefe new mafonic Se&s that 
Hi not revive fome ancient fyftem of impiety or rebellion, 
But the worft of the whole clan was a fort of Illumineet 
calling themfelves Theofophs^ whom I find continually 
Confounded by fome people with thofe of Weifhaupt,— *» 
They are certainly rto better; but they are a different 
£ecH. The neceffity under which I lie to diftinguifh them, 
left .the hiftorian (hould be milled, obliges me to trace 
them to their origin, and to give a fhort account of their 
myfteries. 

AH the Theofopbical Illuminee* of this age in England, The 
France, Sweden, or Germany, have drawn their princii Tbeofo* 
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ob'cal II- pies from the Baron Emmanuel Swedenborg. Thisnamr^ 
luminecs, to b e f ure> ( j oes not f eein to denote the founder of a Se<5fc- ♦ 
denborgi- Swedenborg became one, perhaps, without dreaming of 
•oMafons. an >' f ucn thing, and through one of thofe* extraordinary 
incidents which Providence in an age of inipiety permits 
to humble the pride of our Sophifters. He was fon of the 
Lutheran Bifhop of Skara, and was born at Upfal in 
1688. After having pafled the greater part of his life in 
the moft incongruous purfuits, as a Poet, a Philofbpheiv 
a Metaphyfician, a Mineralogift, a Sailor, a Divine, and t 
an Aftronomer, he was attacked by one of thpfe violent 
fevers which leave the organs of the human frame in a 
very deranged ftate.* His meditations or rather reve- 
ries, took the form of thofe fpeculations to which he had 
formerly been addicted, on the Infinite, the Creation, the 
Spirit, Matter, God, and Nature. All on a fudden he 
thought himfclf infpired, and fent by God to reveal new*. 
truths. The following is the account he gives of his : 
apoftlefhip. 

" I was one day dining very late at my hotel in Lon-? 
< c don, and I ate with great appetite, when at the end of - 
* my repaft I perceived a fort of fog which obftru&ed my , 
a view, and my floor was covered with hideous reptiles* 
« They difappeared, the darknefs was difperfed, and I . 
" plainly favv, in the midft of a bright light,a man fitting, 
« in the corner of my room, who faid in a terrible voice, t 
« Do not eatfo much. At thefe words my fight was be-, 
"dimmed; but I regained it little by little, and then, 
« found that I was alone. The next night, the lame man,. 
c * refplehdent with light, flood before me, and faid: / am 
u the Lord) creator, and Redeemer ; / have ch of en you, 
« to explain to men the interior and Jpiritual jenje of 
" the facred Scriptures. I will di ftate what you Jhall 
" write. This time I was not affrighted; and the lights 
tt though very vivid, did not affect my fight. The Lord 
a was clothed in purple, and the vifiou continued for a 
c< quarter of an hour. This very night the eyes of my 
<c interior were opened and enabled to fee into heaven, 
" into the world of fpirits, into hell, in which places I 

* I do not fee that any of his adepts have mentioned this 
illnefs ; but indeed I am not furpnzed at it. I quote it on tha 
authority of a Phyfician, who learned it from fereral other 

Phyficians of London. 
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* fotmd many of my acquaintances, fome whoJ^Aeen 

* long fince dead, others only a (hort time."*^W^ 
This vifion would appear more worthy ofa man to 

Whom one might fay in a lefs terrible voice, Do not eatf$ 
much) but rather, indeed, Do not drink fo much. Swe- 
denborg declares it to have been in the year 1745. He 
lived till 17 72, perpetually writing new volumes of his 
revelations, travelling every year from England to Swe- 
den, and daily from earth to heaven or to hell. It requires 
exceeding great patience to wade through all thefe works; 
and when one has ftudied them, it is difficult to form an 
idea of their author. In this Theofophical llluminee fomc 
will behold a man in a conftant delirium > others will trace 
the Sophifter and Infidel ; while others again will take 
him for an importer and hypocrite. Is it the madman, 
.the viiionary madman in the regions of Folly, that is 
fought ? Let the reader follow him in his frequent jour- 
nies to the world of fpirits, or let him have the patience 
to hear him tell what he has feen. On one fide he fhews 
os a paradife perfe&ly correfponding with the earth, and 
the angels doing every thing in the other world that men 
do tn this. On the other, he defcribes heaven and its 
plains, its forefts, its rivers, its towns, and its provinces; 
he then proceeds to the fchools for infant angels ; to the 
univerfities for the learned angels; to fairs tor the com- 
mercial angels, and particularly for the Englifh and Dutch 
angels. The fpirits are male and female; they marry, 
and Swedenborg was prefent at a marriage. This mar- 
riage is celeftial \ u but," fays he, " we are not to infer 
tt that the celeftial couples are unacquainted* with volup- 
u tuoufnefs, . . . The propenfity to unite, imprinted 
<c by the Creator, exifts in the fpiritual bodies, as it docs 
4< in the material bodies. The angels of both fexes are 
u always in the moft peifeft ftate of beauty, youth, and 
"** vigor. They enjoy therefore the utmoft voluptuoufnds 
* c of conjugal love, and that to a much greater degree than 
* c it is poilible for mortals." + 

From this delirium let us proceed to the impoftor.— 
The whole life and writings of Swedenborg depole again it 
bim. To begin with his writings, it is always God or 

* See the Preface to the Abridgement of Swedenborg's Works, 

f Swedenborg on the celeftial Jerufalem — of ihe fpiritual 
urorid— of the EngiiOi — of the Dutch, Sec. — Aru Heaven. 
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&n angel that fpeaks. Every thing that he tells us he n» 
feen iwfljfeven himfelf, and he is at liberty to go there as 
often as nl pleafes. He has fpirits at his command j and 
they reveal to him the mod fecret tranfa&ions. Th« 
Princefs Ulrica, Queen of Sweden, fends to confult b\ja 
v/fiy her brother the Prince of Pruflia had died without 
anfwering a certain letter which (he had written to him. 
Swedenborg promifes to confult the deceafed. The fol- 
lowing day he returns, and addreffes himfelf as follows to 
the Queen : <c Your brother appeared to me laft night, 
<c and ordered me to inform you, that he had not anfwer* 
cc ed your letter becaufe he difapproved your conduit, be- 
u caule your imprudent politics and your ambition were 
u the caufes of the effufion of blood* I command yon 
u therefore in his name to meddle no more in ftate af- 
Ci fairs, and particularly npt any more to excite troubles 
u to which you would (boner or later fall the vi&im."— * 
The Queen was aftonifhed ; Swedenborg told her things 
that (he alone and the deceafed could know j and the re* 
putation of the prophet was much increafed. For mjr 
readers to form their judgment, it will be fufficient for 
them to know that the letter the Queen had written had 
been intercepted by two fenators, who profited of this 
. occafion to give her the above leffon through the medium 
of Swedenborg.* « 

Take another trait of the Impoftor :— The Counteft 
of Mansfield is afraid of having to pay a Aim of money a 
fecond time, the receipt being miflaid at her hufband's 
death. Sheconfults Swedenborg, and in the name of the 
deceafed he comes to acquaint her where the receipt was 
to be found; He could very eafily give the information 

# See Mr. Rollig's letter in the Mcnat Shrifft of Berlin, Ja«. 
Hilary, 1788. When the difciples of Swedenborg faw Mr* 
Rollig's letter appear, they gave a new turn to the (lory. It 
was no longer the Queen queflioning Swedenborg about the 
letter ; (he (imply afked, Whether he hadfeen her br ether ? Swe- 
denborg is laid at the end of a week to return to the Queen f 
and tell her things that {he believed herfelf to be alone conver- 
fant with, after the deceafe of the Prince. This contrivance 
give9 a whole week in place of a day to prepare the tiick. I 
now learn a third ; according to De Mainaud uc, the letter was 
fcarcely written when Swedenborg, without even feeing it, 
divines the object and dictates the anfwer before hand. When 
this icheme is exploded, it is to be hoped that die brethren 
will invent another. 
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to be fure, for he had found the receipt in a book which 
JiacJ been returned him by the Count. It was tie' Queen 
Ulrica who gave this natural explanation of the fa& ; yet 
foe is neverthdefs quoted by the difciples as an authority 
to prove the miracle.* Certainly we have fliown enough 
of the impoftor; but the important perfon for our conli- 
cjeration is the Illuminijting law-giver, the Sophifter of 
Impiety; and Swedenborg's character partakes much 
oaore of this than is generally fuppofed. His manner 
would lead us to think that his hypocrify was not inferior 
to his impiety. Never did any man ipeak more of the 
love of God and of the love of his neighbor; never did 
any perfon more frequently quote the rrophets and the 
Scriptures 5 or .aftecl: more refpe& for Chrift and more 
zeal for Chriftianity ; never aid any one better affume 
the character and tone of a fincere, religious, and upright 
man : Nevertbelefs, I muft fay, never did any man fliow 
more duplicity and impiety; never did any one conceal 
$ie moft refolute defign of annihilating Chriftianity and 
evec y Religion, under the mafic of zeal, more completely 
than he did. Let all his followers proteft againft this as- 
fcrtion ; to expofe the twofy/iems of their mafter will am- 
ply fuffice to juftify the imputation. I fay two fyjlems, 
t>ecaufe as Svvedenborg always had twofenfes^ the one in~ 
eternal and allegorical^ the other external or literal, to 
explain and overthrow the Scriptures; fo he has alio ftp* 
JyftemSy the one apparent for fools and dupes; the other 
fecret and hidden, and referved for the adepts; the one 
tending only in appearance to reform Chriftianity on the 
reveries of Deifm ; the other leading to all the Impiety of 
Atheifm, Sprnofifm,Fanaticifm, and Materialifm. 

I lament with my readers, that fuch is the nature of 
our revolutions, that to know and unfold their caufes it is 
neceflaryto ftudy manifold Seels, and wade through dis- 
gufting fyftems. Few people are aware of the multitude 
Of Antichriftiari, impious, and tenebrous factions that had 
overrun the earth to prepare the advent of our difafters. 
I myfelf for a long time defpifed thefe Tbeofopbical Illu-* 
minees* But I found them at Wilhemfbaden; and the 
part they adted at firft in concurrence with Weifhaupt, 

# Preface to the Abridgment of Swedenborg's Works — the 
Edition of them by Peraetti— -Eflay on the Illnminees written 
by Mirabeau, Note 3. 
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and afterward in union with him, obliged me to invefti- 
gate their Se&; and my reader muft have a (hort and pre- 
Sweden- cife idea ef each of their two fyftems. The firft, which 
°° r 8 s I call apparent^ is compiled for men who ftill wifh. to 
fyftem. P re ^ erve tne words God, Religion, Spirit, Heaven, and 
Hell ; but who, fwerving from Chriftianity, are aban- 
doned by the Almighty to all the abfurdities and follies 
of Anthropomorphifm. For fuch perfons Swedenborg has 
•d worlds, invented two worlds, the one invifible and fpiritual, the 
other viftble and natural. Each of thefe worlds has the 
form of a man ; together they compound the univerfe, 
which has alfo the form of a man. 

The fpiritual world comprehends Heaven ; the World 
cf Spirit s, and Hell This Heaven, World of Spirits, 
and Hell, are formed to the Image of Man, that is to iay 
©f God himfelf. 
4a God. F° r G°d I s #!fi tnan \ indeed it is only the Lord ox God, 
that can be properly called man. — This God man is un- 
created, infinite, prefent every where by his humanity— 
Though God and Man at the fame time, he is but of one 
nature, one eflence, and particularly but one in perfon. — 
It is true, there is a God the Father, a God the Son, and 
a God the Holy Ghoft, but Jefus Chrift alone is the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, according as he man- 
ifefts himfelf by the creation, redemption, or fandifica- 
tion ; and the Trinity of perfons in God, according to 
Swedenborg, is an impiety which has produced many 
ethers. 

This doctrine againft the Trinity is one of thofe arti- 
cles to which the Sophifter and his difciplfs moft fre- 
quently advert, and particularly infift upon, even in their 
Catechifms for children. 
on Man. Though we are to believe the exiftence of but one na- 
ture and of one pcrfon in this God* Man, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoft, yet in each man we are to conceive two 
diftindt men ; the one fpiritual and interior, the other 
txterior and natural. The Man-fpirit or interior, has 
a heart, lungs, feet and hands, and all the different parts 
of the human frame, which belong to the viftble and ex* 
terior man.* 

* Every thing that is faid here of this fyftem is extracted 
either from the Works of Swedenborg, which I have in ray 
poficilion, iuch as his Doclrine cftke New JerufaieM % bis Spi* 
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There are alfo three diftinQ: things in every man, the 
b*dy y the foul, and the fpirit. We are all acquainted with 
the body* and S ^edenborg makes no change in it ; but 
his fpirftfe that interior man, who has a heart, lungs 9 
and afpiritual body entirely modelled on the natural bo- 
dy. But the foul) that is the man himfelf, children receive 
from their father j the body is the envelope and is of the 
mother. 

Notwithstanding this body, this fpirit, and this foul,*w*- 
ry thing that man thinks or that he wills is infufed into 
him through the influence of Heaven or of Hell. " He im- 
u agines that his thoughts are actually his own, and his 
** volition in himfelf and from himfelf, while neverthelefs 
a the whole is infufed into him. If he believed the real 
<c fact, he would not then appropriate evil actions to him- 
* c felf, for he would reject them from himfelf to Hell, 
w whence they come. Neither would he appropriate to 
cc himfelf good actions, and for that reafon would pretend 
u to no merit from them. He would be happy; he would 
44 fee according to the Lord, the Good and the Evil ;"* 
or, in other words, he will find that he is matter neither 
of his thoughts nor actions ; that he is deprived of free- 
agency, and that he can neither merit nor demerit. 

This poor being who fo grofsly miftakes himfelf when 
he believes himfelf to be thinking or acting of himfelf, 
has alfo fallen into a multitude of other religious errors, 
becaufe he does not rightly underftand the facred fcrip- 
tures. In the Books of Revelation every thing is allego* 
rical) every thing has two fenfes, the one celejlial)fpiriu 
ual) interior ; the other, natural) exterior, literal. It is 
from not having underftood the fpiritual and celeftial 
fenfe that Chriftians have believed in the Son of God 
made Man, and in his death on the Crofs for the Re-* 
demption of mankind, Swedenborg, one day prefent in 
Heaven at a great council, heard and repeats thefe words 
of an angel, who was a great divine : " How is it poffible 
* c that the Chriftian world can abjure found reafon, and 
« rave to fuch a degree as to eftablifh the fundamental 

ritual World y hit Apocalypfe Revealed; or from divers abridge- 
ments of his Works in French and Eoglifh, made by his difci* 

pies. 

* JExtraft from the New Jerufalem and from the Arcact, 
drt. Influence, No. 377. 



Digitized 



by Google 



88 antisocial conspiracy; 

u principles of their belief on paradoxes of fuch a nattire£ 
« which evidently militate againft the divine eflence, the 
11 divine love, the divine wifdom, the omnipotence, an4 
a the univeral prefence of God ? What he i^feppofed 
M to have done, a good mafter would not have done againft 
<c his fervants, nor even a wild beafl againft its young !"• 
The fame angel told him many other things, which over- 
turn all the remaining articles of the Chriftian belie'f.— * 
One point in particular he afferts, which muft give plea- 
fure to the wicked, when he teaches them to feoff at Helf* 
particularly when he fays, thatjt is contrary to the di- 
vine ejfence U) deprive afingle man of his mercy \ that the 
whole of thofe dottrines are contrary to the divine na~ 
ture> which the Chriftian world does notfeem to be aw art 

tf-t 

Another part of the docVine which muft be alfo very 

acceptable to the wicked, is the ftate with which Swe- 
denborg flatters them in the other world, and the time he' 
gives them after death to gain Heaven. According to 
his new Gofpel, the inftant that man believes to be that 
©f his death, is the moment of his refurredtion ; and n<y 
other refurre&ion is allowed of. At that very inftant b* 
appears in thefpiritual world under the human form, eX-> 
acftly as if he was in this world; under this form he be- 
comes an angel, and no other angels exift but thofe wh<* 
become fo at their departure from this World. All thefd 
angels inhabit the world of fpirits, and are received there 
by other angels, who inftruft them in the fpiritual fenfe 
of the Scriptures. They are allowed till the age of thirty 
to learn this fenfe, and to repent in the world of fpirits.— • 
But left We fhould revert to the delirious Illuminee, let 
us haften to that part of his do&rines which conftitutetf 
the grand hopes of his difciples on earth. After having 
expounded all the myfteries of Chriftianity according to 
bis fpiritual and allegorical fenfe, that is to fov, after hav- 
ing fubftituted his doclrines to thofe of the Gofpel, S we- 
denborg informs them, that the day wilkome when the 
whole of his doctrine (hall be received in this world.— ■* 
His New ^^ IS h a PP v day will be that op which the New Jerufa- 
Jerufalem. ^ em ma ^ be re-eftabli(hed on earth. This New Jeru- 
falem will be the reign of the new church, of Jefus Chrift 

* See Abridgment ofSwedenborg,^r/. Redemption. 
f Ibid. 
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jetgrif hg alone over the earth, as he formerly did over our 
forefathers before the deluge. It will be the golden age 
of true Christianity; and then the revolution foretold by 
Swedenborg will be accomplifljed with his prophecies. 

Such is that which I have denominated the apparent 
fyjiem of the Baron de Swedenborg, My readers may 
teafijy obferve, that fuch tools in the hands of the adepts 
mure fufljee to eradicate true Chriftianity from the minds 
of their dupes, and to make their New Jerufalem a plea 
for thofe revolutions which, in order to recall ancient 
fimes,are, in the name of God and of his prophet, to 
pver throw all the altars and thrones exifting under the 
nreferit Jerufalem, that is to fay, under the prefent church- 
es and governments, 

From the midft of this chaos of delirium, and thefc 
prophecies of rebellion, let lis bring forth that oiher fys- His hid? 
tern, which appears to have been referved to the profound ^ CD *Y*f 
adepts. . It is tha* of Materialifm and of the pureft Athe- tcv ^ 
ifm. This fyftem is occult in Swedenborg's works, but 
it is wholly contained in them. Here we (hould no long- 
er have to deal with the prophet in delirium, but with the 
pioft artful iophifter, were I not aware that fuch hypo r 
crHy is nojt entirely incompatible with a difordered mind. 
J will explain : it fometimes happens, that the minds of 
fcnen will rave on certain queftions, though perfectly fen- 
(ible and reafonable on others. There are alfo madmert 
who will conftantly purfue their object; their principles 
Inay be extravagant, but they never lofe fight of their con- 
sequences. They will even reafon on them, and com- 
bine them wjth all the art of the moft fubtle Sophifter.— ? 
I think it is in this clafs that Swedenborg is to be rank- 
fed; I believe it, becaufe not only his writings, but many 
circumftances in his life ? ferve to confirm the conje&ure. 
for example: at Stockholm, after having made a general 
officer (who came to pay him a vifit from Mr- Euler, the 
Prince of Orange's librarian) wait in his antichamber for 
a confiderable time, he at length came to him and made his 
*xcufes, by faying, Indeed, General, juft at that moment 
JSt. Peter and St. Paul were with me j and you eafily ap T 
prehend, that when one receives fuch vifitors one is in no 
hurry to diffnifs them.-^My readers muft as eafily con- 
ceive the opinion the General formed of the Ifcrorj, and 
die account he gave of him to Euler, 

K - 
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At another time, on a journey from Stockholm to Btiw 
lin, one of his companions, awakened by a noife whick- 
Swederidorg was making, and thinking he was ill, went 
into his room. He there found him in bed,, faft afleep, 
very much agitated, and in agreat heat, repeating in a loud 
voice the queftions and anfwers of a converfation which 
he dreamt he was holding with the Virgin Mary. The 
next day his fellow- traveller afked the Baron how he had 
flept the night before, he anfwered, ir I had yefterday 
ct afked a kvor of the Virgin Mary in the moft preffing 
" manner; {he paid me a vifit this night, and I had a long 
cc converfation with her." 

The firft of thefe fafts will be vouched for by Mr, 
Euler; and with refpe& to the fecond 1 think it is as well 
founded. 

We will now (how Bow thefe anecdotes are blended 
with the hiftory of a Sea that has powerfully contributed 
towards our Revolution* 

Swedenborg, anterior to the derangement of his mind, 
had formed a fyftem leading to Materialifm ; and this con-, 
tinued deeply rooted in his mind after his illnefs* Hq 
then added his male and female fpirits, and feme extra-* 
vagances of the Came nature. With refpeft to the re-r 
mainder of his fyftem, he follows up his principles in a 
v confequent manner, and unfortunately the whole tends; 

to Materialifm. Sophifters and infidels, no doubt, Coon 
perceived that they could make a tool of this imfertunat^ 
man ; they fet him up as a Prophet, and his reveries were 
oppofed to the truths of Chriftianity, Let us for a mo- 
ment attend to his moft zealous and artful apoftles. It 
is thus that they fpeakof his firft works, in order to cap- 
tivate the reader's mind in favor of his fubfequent wri- 
tings. tt According to the difcoveries made by the Baron, 
<c de Swedenborg, every human body confifts of feveral v 
• u orders, of forms diftincl: among themfel ves, according to* 

c< the apparent degree of purity iefpe£tively belonging to 
<c each ; that is to fay, in the inferior degree is to be found 
" the bafis or receptacle of the fecond degree, which is 
cc more pure and more interior than the firft. In thc[ 
<c fame manner, the fecond ferves as the bafis or recepta- 
cc cle for the third, which is more elevated, and is the* 
«* pureft and moft interior of the three. It is in the latter, 
ct that refides the human fpirits , which is an organised, 
" farm AnimAj corn/ponding with the corporal fpirii 
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* Animus, and vivifying it, while it derives its own life 
^direftly from the fpiritual world."* 

After having feen this famous difcovery of the matter,, 
and on which the <lifciples lay fo much ftrefs, let us in- 
quire what are the true fignincations of, or real exprefs- 
ions appropriate to this human fpirit or organized form y 
which Swedenborg calls the/bul; or to this corporal fpi- 
rit denominated animus, i his foul and this fpirit will 
be found to be no other flian organized matter, one of 
thofe bodies which is called the germ, and which are as 
much matter, both in the animal o? vegetable reign, as the 
bodyrtkp branch, or the fruits they produce* It is eafy 
then to conceive what Swedenborg means by form or foul y 
or by that fpirit which has lungs, feet, and all the differ- 
ent parts of the human body. The foul is organized mat- 
^V, and the fpirit is living matter. Terms may be chang- 
ed, but in fact nothing is to be found but matter, and a 
monfter of hypocrify, who, after the example of the foul, 
will reduce his God to matter alfo. To prove this affer- 
tion, letthe following propofition be noticed — God is life y 
becaufe God is love* — Love is his effence, wifdom his ex- 
jflence — The heat of the fpiritual Sun is love, its light is 
wfdom*\ What a deal of twifting and turning to fay, 
that God isiio more than the heat and light of a oWfup- 
pbfed to be fpiritual', for if God is love and wifdom,and 9 
that this love and wifdom are only the heat and light of 
this Sun, is it not evident that God is nothing more than 
the heat and light of that Sun. When, therefore* the 
reader fliall, in Swedenborg*s works, meet with exprefs- 
ions fuch as thefe, God is life, becaufe God is love, and he 
alone is life, he will naturallyjubititute God is life be- 
caufe he is heat, he alone is life becaufe life is only f up- 
ported by heat-, and he will have Swedenborg's real mean- 
ing. This might ftill leave fome idea of a fpirituality, if 
this Sun, whofe light and heat are God, was really fpi- 
ritual; but for the folution of this queftion let us again 
appeal to Swedenborg, and we fliall find that the fpiritual 
fun is nothing more than atmofpheres, receptacles of fire * 

and of lights the extremity of ivhicb produces the natural 

* Dialogues on the nature, the object, and evidence of Swe- 
denborg's theological writings, London 1790, page i\ and 25. 
—•Alio the Animal Reign, and the Econorny of the Animal 
&eign, by Swedenborg. 

* Seethe Abridgment of Swedenborg, Art, Go». 
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fun. This alfo has i^s atmofphere^ which have,prQdu£J& : 
by three degrees material fubfianees.- — Tkefe faint atmo&±. 
pherts 0/the natural fun, decreafing in activity ana 1 irt e*+ 
pan/ton, ultimately form mafj'es whofe parts are bro?4gh% 
together by the preffton of weighty fubjlances that arejix±. 
tcl' and at reft % and which we call matter.* In clearer 
and more intelligible language, here will be the Deity 
and its generations according to Swedenborg. In thjp 
firft place, a Sun, fuppdfed fpiritual, forms itfelf in th^, 
higher regions of the moft ardent and luminous, fire : th$. 
heat and light of this fire is God. T^s God, in thif ftate* 
as well as this Sun, is nothjng more than matter in a (late 
of expanfion, agitation, fire, and iacandqfcence. As long 
as matter remains in thefe burning regions, Sweden borg 
does not chufe to call it matter, but Vat fpiritual fun. — -. 
Particles lefs fubtle, or not fo much, heated* are carried 
to the extremity of thefe regions* There they clufter to- 
gether* and the natural fun is formed. They are not. 
Watter as yet 5 but the groffer particles of this fecondfun 
unite together at the extremity of its atmofpheresj there 
they clump together, cool* thicken* and form heavy mafles* 
and at length acquire the appellation of matter; The% 
particles are no.longer God, or the fpiritual fun* becaufi* 
they are no longer in a ftate of fire. What then is thia 
God of Swedenborg, if it is not fire, or all matter in a ftatd 
bf fire, ceafing only to be God, when it ceafes to be burn- 
ing and luminous? And what abominable hypocrify ii 
tnis, where, under the cloak of thus changing the terms* 
the moft downright materialifm is preached ? 

Let my reader form what opinion he pleafes as to the 
. man who has broached fuch impious abfurdities 5 he raunV 
never forget that there exift men always ready to adopt 
the moft extravagant errors. Some becaufe they are un* 
able to diftinguifh a fophifm, others, again becaufe their 
impiety leads them to rejoice at every new blafphemy.— 1 
Swedenborg has met with difciples of both thefe defcrip- 
tions ; and hence arofe two diftinct Sefts, the one public, 
the other occult. The firft comprehends thofe men fo 
leafily impofed upon by hypocrify, and by their, own cre- 
dulity j they had called themfelves Chriftians and ado* 
red Jefus Chrift; but when Swedenborg had called his 
God heat and light ; or his fpiritual fun by the name of 

* Ibid, Art- CkEATior. 
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Jcfas Chrift, they ftill continued to think themfelves the 
followers of Chrift, though they wers only the Spe&a- 
tojrs of Swedenborg's reveries. He evidently is the de- 
clared enemy of the principal myfteries of revelation, par- 
ticularly of the Trinity, and of the Redemption of man- 
kind by the Son of God dying on a crofs for the falvation 
of finaers; he neverthelefs talks a great deal about reve- 
lation ; he aflumes a devout tone, and with his allegorical 
and Jpiritual fenfe would appear rather to reform than to 
derjOtroy all j and his followers do not perceive that with 
his allegorical fenfe he is only repeating the arguments of 
the; Sophifters againft revealed religion, in order to re- 
be w all the follies and impieties of the Perfians, Magi, 
and Materialifts.* They tell thefe poor people of his 
miraculous viftons, of his prophecies, and of his difcour- 
fing with the angels and fpirits; they are ignorant of the 
firft principles of criticifm, and believe in all thefe mar- 
vellous ftories of Swedenborg,juft as children do in the 
hiftory of Raw-head-and-bloody-bones told them by an 
old nurfe. 

The new Jirufalem in particular has gained over may- 
fly profelytes to Swedenborg. I obferve in one of the 
nioft famous abridgments of his works, that fo early as 
the year 178S, the Jingle town of Manchejier contained 
SEVEN thousand of thefe illuminized Jerufalemites % 
and that there were about twenty thousand in Eng~ 
land.f Manyof thefe beatified beings may be very well in* 
tentioned; but with this new Jeruialem they daily expert 
that great revolution whLih is to fweep from the earth 
tvery prince and every king, that the God of Swedeni- 
borg may reign uncontroled ©ver the whole globe. J And 
that revolution^ which they (aw burfting forth in France* 
was nothing more in their eyes than the fire that was to 
f urify the earth to prepare the way for their Jerufelem. 

* Some readers, I know, will be farprifed to fee me charge 
with material ifm a man who talks fo much of the fpirit, foul-, 
God, and religion. But I mud requeft them to weigh the proofs 
addaced before they decide again ft me. Had I been writing a- 
tootherfort of work I might have prolonged thedifcuffion; but 
I think I have laid fufficient to prove, that Swedenborg never 
acknowledged any other fpirit but matter, or the elementary 

*re. .' " , 

+ Ibid. Preface to a note, Page lxviii. 

% See his Apocalypfe Revealed. 
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Should they ftill remain in the dark as to the menacing 
tendency of fuch doctrines for every ftate, let them learn 
it from the revolutionary Sophifters. They have public* 
ly declared the hopes they have conceived of thofe Setfs 
that are fpringing^ up on all fides t particularly in the 
north of Europe (Sweden) and in America. They even 
in plain terms exprefs their expectations grounded on 
the great number of Swedenborg's fixators and commen- 
tators* 

And indeed if we do bat caft our eyes on thofe that are 
mod admired by the Se&, we fhall find all the grand 
principles of the revolutionary Equality and Liberty, and 
thofe Jacobinical declamations againft the Great, the No- 
ble, and the Rich, and againft all governments. We fhall 
iind, ior example, that their Religioner their new Jeru- 
salem, cannot be welcomed by the Great , becaufe the Great 
-are born tranfgr effort of its firft precept,. Neither can it 
be approved by the Nobles, becaufe when mortals afpi- 
r$d at nobility, they became proud and wicked. Still left 
can it be admired by thofe who do not delight in the 
confufion of ranks, becaufe the pride of ranks produced 
inhumanity and even ferocity ; and even long before the 
revolution we fhall fee the adepts inculcating that grand 
principle of anarchy and revolution, that the law is the 
exprejfion of the general will, and thus preparing the peo- 
ple to cfcf regard every law that had been made heretofore, 
erther by their fovereigns, their parliaments, or their Se- 
nates ; encouraging them <o found the alarm, to over- 
throw them all, and to fubftkutfe the decrees and capri- 
cious conceits of the populace in their ftead. 

But all this revolutionary concatenation as yet only 
charaaenfes the dupes of the Sec* of llluminizing Jeru- 
fafemites. The profound adepts had taken refuge m the 
dens of the Roficrucian mafonry. Thofe were their na- 
tural afylums, the greater part of the tenets perfectly co> 
mculing with thofe of the ancient Roficruciarrs. Aftet 
the example of their Do&ors, Swtdenborg tells us, that 
his dodnncs are ail of the higheft antiquity, and fimilar 
to thofe of the Egyptians, the May, and the Greeks j he 
even aibrts ttocm to be anterior co the -deluge. His new 
Jcrufalem has alfo its Jehovah, its lojl w<,rd> that has 

MellKik 102 t0tbC Ph ^ cal0h ^ rvatit >^ anno z m , byU 
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been at length revealed to Swedenborg. Should any perv 
fon be tempted to feek it elfewhere, he muft go in quefi 
of it among thofe clans where Chriftianity and political 
laws are not known.* Swedenborg. tells us, that it might * 

be found in the north of China, and in Great Tartary, 
that is to fay among that fpecies of men who have prefer- 
ved the moil of that Equality, Liberty* and Independence, 
which the learned Jacobins pretend to have been ante- 
rior to civil fociety, and which moft certainly is incom-r 
patible with it. Here then it appears, that Swedenborg's 
views coincide with thofe of the occult lodges, aiming at 
the overthrow of every religious and civil law, and at the 
downfall of every throne. His God heat and lights his 
God fire and fpiritual fun, his twofold world and two- 
fold man, are only modifications of the God light and the 
twofold principle of Manes. The Roficrucians mufl; 
then have found in Swedenborg's fyftems. what they fcj 
much admired in the Manichaeans. Their Magic,^ vo- 
cations, Eons, Cabal, &c, were to be traced in the male 
and female fpirits. In fhort, what nurnberlefs adepts 
muft not this new Jerufalem y or revolution, carrying man 
back to primitive Equality and Liberty, have found in 
the occult Lodges ? \t was there indeed that Sweden^. 
borg's myfteries become connected with thofe of the an- 
cient Brethren. Thefe new or compound* adepts ftyled 
themfelves Uluminees. Notwithftanding the Atheifm 
and Materialifm of their mafter, they, after his example, 

{perpetually talked of Ged and of fpirits ; they even af- 
efted to fpeak much of God, and people were perfuaded 
that they believed in a Deity; hence they received the 
denomination of Theofophical llluminees. Like the wri- 
tings of their founder, their hiftory is a mere labyrinth of 
impiety and impofture, It will fuffxce for our readers, at 

* Swedenborg's expreffions are, De hoc verbo yetufto quod 
ante verbura Ifraeliticum in Afia fuerat, referre meretur hoc 
novum ; quod ibi adhuc refervatum (it, apud populos qui in 
Magna Tartaria habitant. Locutus fum cum fpiritibus et an* 
gelis qui in mundo fpiritual i inde erant, qui dixerunt quod 
jjoffideant *erbum,et quod id ab antiquis temporibus pofTede- 
riot — Q^aerite de eo in China et forte invenietis illud apud 
Tartarob. ( Apocalipjis Revelata y Chap. 1. No. it.) Is not this 
a continuation of that fame plan, always holding out Rations 
plunged in the moftfavage ignorance, and a perpetual prey to 
anarchy, Equality and Liberty, as the models to which we 
•oght to look up? 
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this period, to know that their head-quarters was at A* 
vignon;* that they had a famous lodge at Lyons; tha$ 
jg. they were fpreading chiefly in Sweden, and were making 

progrefs in Qermany. Their myfteries at that time haq 
mingled with thofe of the Martinifts y or it might be moifc . 
correct to fay, that the Martinifts were only a reform df 
the Swedenborgians; and in France the appellations of 
IHuminee and Martinift were fynonymous. In Germanjf 
they began to diftinguifh themfelves under the names df 
Peilaletes and Benevolent Knights* But whatever mat 
have been their aflumed names, they moft certainly '$f 
all the modern Mafons were the neareftof kin to Wd- 
flvaupt. Syftems and means may have differed fuflicientty 
to excite jcaloufies; but on both fides we find the fame? 
determined wifh for a revolution as antifocial as it toas 
anti-religious. They were equally ardent in their defire 
of multiplying their adepts, by a general intru-fion ititg 
the Mafonic Lodges. Both Sefts had their deputies ajfc 
Willemfbaden, and 1 will defcribe their mutual canteffr 
and fuccefles in the following Chapter, 

* In a work under the title of The Red Lodge difcweredh 
Sovereigns* 1 read, that "the Rite of the Theoiophical Iliumt- 
V nees appears to have taken its origin at Edinburgh, where 
•* the Red L$dgewz<i formed by a fciffion from the Blue Lodge* 
f * that this Red Lodge (ot the Theofophical Illuminees had 
41 immediately eftabltfhed a fubordinate Lodge at Avignon.** 
(Page 9 and to. J — I mould have been very glad to have foijtid 
proof of this origin, as at prefent iurefts on the bare aflertioa 
of the author. Be that as it may, however, the Illuminees of 
Avignon are fufficiently well known in France. Ever (ince the 
year 1783, that Lodge has been looked upon as the parent 
ftockof all thofe that have fince fpread over France with theii 
abominable myfteries. 

And here I think it right to fay, that this Red Ledge difcw 
eredto Sovereigns is by no means the work that I mentioned in 
my fecond volume under the title of Depojithm made by Klei* 
per. The extracts made from this latter work, and which are 
in my pofTeffion, give me reafon to think, that it contains de- 
tails of a very different nature. The author there (peaks as all 
eye-witnefs ; and, among other things, gives the tradition cur- 
rent in his Lodge, and with refpedr to the feflbns that Wet- 
(haupt is fuppofed to have received from a certain Kolmer.-* 
Thtrfe depofitions would be a valuable document; and it is» 
perhaps, on that very account that the Illuminees have deftroy- 
ed it. At leaft I am obliged to fay, that, notwithftanding the 
numerous inquiries which I have made, 1 have not been aWe 
to procure it. 
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Note to Chap. IV. vide Page 81. 

1 think it incumbent on me in this place to mention the ob* 
fervatioos which I have heard, and the ftriclures that I have re- 
ceived from divers Mafons, on what has been faid of their de- 
grees in the fecond volume of thefe Memoirs* According to 
fome of the Brethren, 1 have faid a great deal tot much; ac- 
cording to others, / have not faid enough. The reader will eafi- 
ly conceive, that the former confifts of thofe Brethren in whole 
favor an exception has been made, as too honeft and upright to 
be admitted to the higher myiteries; and that the latter are 
men who, after having been admitted into the occult Lodges, 
Mufti to think that they could ever have deferved fuch an ad- 
rniflion. Both are entitled to my thanks; 1 alfo owe them aa 
mnfwer; more particularly thofe German obfervers, who have 
, been kind enough to fend me fome very important difcuifions 
pn Mafonry, and whofe learning can only be equalled by their 
politenefs. They are perfons of too accurate underftandings 
not to perceive that their negative teftimony muft naturally 
vanifh before the pofitive evidence of thofe who confefs th« 
whole. A very ancient Mafon, fpeaking of a particular Lodge 
of which he had been a member, told me, " He was perfectly 
•• aware, that feveral Mafons, refpeflable for the purity both 
" of their religious and political principles, and of their gene* 
" ral conduit, had often attended a certain Lodge ; but that he 
" alfo knew what precautions were taken when they were pre- 
•* feuti and further he could aflert, that the generality of the 
" Brethren belonging to that Lodge had been the moil ardent 
fC promoters of the Revolution. Some of them had held high 
•* ftations in it, and one of them had become minifter." Theft 
precautions taken are more than a fufficient anfwer to thofe who 
have not feen any thing improper, tho' admitted to the Lodges^ 
In the fecond place, my German obfervers, though they wifli 
fojuftify the inftitution and views of Free- mafonry, candidly 
confefs, that Mafonry has been corrupted for more than thefe 
three hundred years paft; and this is more than fufficient to 
prove the intrigues to which it has been fubfervient. 

The principal objection made by thefe gentlemen is, that I 
have confounded Free-mafonry, which has but three degrees, 
with the new and ancient Roficrucians, anc( other degrees of 
modern creation. My anfwer is, that if alj, Mafons are not 
Roficrucians, ah, Roficrucians are Mafons; that I have made 
the proper exceptions for the firft three degrees; but that will 
not hinder thefe firft degrees from being, as they really have 
been for this long time, a noviciate for the Roficrucian de* 
grees. I will not difpute upon terms; let any perfon give mp 
a name by which I may call this body of Apprentices ^Fellow- 
crafts* Mafiers t and Rof crucians, and I will with pleafure ad- 
roit it; but till that be done I muft fpeak fuch a language as 
my readers can underftand. In (hort, I know that Mafonry 
formerly exifted withput Roficrucians j but I ihould be $la4 %9 
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fee it proved, that thofe occult myfterics now removed to tne 
Rofficrucian degrees did not belong to the firft three degrees* 
I think I cou'd prove that they did; and the inference wou) d 
be, that Mafonry at no time could have been free froirt thofc 
dangerous myfteries or real pfots. At prefent it fuffices for rtvf 
object, to have proved what the Mafonry of the prefent day is s 
and that is mo ft certainly demonftrated by the very nature and 
the authentic documents of its higher degrees. To the proofs 
already adduced I am now enabled to add (if I chofe it) memo** 
rials, letters, and formal declarations of repenting Mafons, 
certainly not men whofe teftimony could be questioned. One 
ofthefe is a worthy magiftrate, whoi admitted a Free-mafon 
about the year i76r, had pafTed a great part of his life in the 
dark recefies of Mafonry. The other is a military man, at pre- 
fent a* zealous for his religion as he formerly was for the mys- 
teries of Mafonry. The firft declares, that what I have faid of 
Mafonry is true, but that I have not faid all. The latter writes 
me word, that I have rather Joftened than exaggerated the oc- 
cult degrees. In facl, the former gives me a- clearer in fight into 
the three Roficrttcian degrees; the firft is entirely Chrifiian; 
the fecond is denominated the F§tmders f or the Cabal: the 
third is that of the Natural religion. The particular object of 
this third degree was, tft, to avenge the Templars ; adly, to 
feize on the ifland of Malta, and to make it the fir fl feat ojna~ 
tural religion. He told me indeed things fear cely to be credit- 
ed. For example, and thefe are his word's, u That about the 
44 end of the year 1773* or in the courfe of 1^74, the Lodge of 
tl which he was Mafter received a letter from the Grand Orient^ 
** purporting to be a copy of a letter which it had received 
" from the King of Pruffia. It was only to be communicated 
" to the Knights of Paiefiine, the Knights Kadojh, and the 
u Scotch Directory. This letter was tranfmitted to us by the 
** correfpondir.g Lodge; and though it had already been read 
•* in ieveral Lodges, it only contained three fignatures. It ex- 
•* horted us, in order to fulfil the oath me had taken , to fign an 
" obligation to march at the firft requifkion, and to contribute 
** both by our perfons and ottr moral and ph?Jtcalpo'wsrs % to the 
*' conqueft of the ifland of Malta, and of all the former pofles- 
•* fions, Situated in the two hemifpheres, which had formerly 
" belonged to the ancefiors of the Mafonic Order. The objeel 
*' of our ejlablijhment at Malta nvas the poffibiUty of converting 
*' that ifland into the feat of natural religion.** I objected to the 
author of this memorial, that if I wrote this account nobody 
would believe me. Let people believe or not, as they pleafe, he 
anfwered, I bothfa*w and received the letter; my Lodge, how- 
ever, refufed to fign it: — I alfo fay, let it be believed or not, I 
have the memorial and can atteft, that the author is a man much 
and defervedly efteemed by all who know hrm. 

The fecond Obferver, who is alfo a repenting Mafon, in- 
forms me. ift, 1 hat in the hypothefis I had advanced on the 
origin of Mafonry, I had only copied one of the Mafonic Tra- 
ditions, which taught that Manes was the real founder of Ma- 
fonry. adly, That •* in the Lodges of the Knights Kadajh,& 
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** tcr lH the oaths, ceremonies, and trials, more or lefs terri- 
** ble, wicked and impious, three Manikins are fhown to the 
•* Candidate, reprefentiog Clement V. Philippe Lt Bel, afid 
41 the Grand Mafter of Malta, each attired in the attributes of 
!* their dignities. The unhappy fanatic is here to fwear eternal 
4 • hatred and death to thefe ihree profcribed perfons, entailing 
* 4 that hatred and death on thefcfitccejfors in their default. He 
*' there ftrikes off the three heads, which, as in the degree of 
44 Ele&t are real when they can be procured* or filled with 
** blood if fictitious. He does this, crying out vengeance, ven- 
geance! &c." It is evident that I had foftened the barbarity 
* this decree, for I had fpokea but of one head to be ftruck off, 
when in reality there are three. I am not at liberty to name 
thefe two Memorialifts ; but two other witneffes 1 may name. 
—The firft is the Count de Gil lie rs, who, living on intimate 
terms with great and profound Mafons, had fo well laughed . 
them out of their fecrets, that he gained admiffion into the 
Lodges without undergoing any trials; and he makes no dif- 
ficulty in laying, that he has been an eye-witnefs to three- 
fourths of what I have (aid. The other, the Count D'Orfeuille, 
gives me leave to fay, that though he was for a long time the 
Mafter of a Lodge, he can obferve but very flight differences 
between the Roucrucian degrees which he has given and feea 
given, and thofe which I have defcribed. 

1 am at prefent in poffeffion of twenty original Mafonic de- 
grees ; and of four accounts of the Rqficrucian degrees, two in 
manufcript and two printed. The firli was fent me from Ger- 
many, the fecond from America, the third was printed in 
France, and the fourth in England. They differ confiderably 
from each other: but all of them coincide in about fifteen lines, 
precilely the moft impious, thofe which contain the Mafonic 
explanation of INR1. The account which I followed in my 
fecond volume was that publifhed by the Abbe Le Franc in his 
Voile Leve> and his Conjuration decouverte. Several Mafons 
had informed me, that he had accurately delineated the pro- 
ceedings of the Lodges; but I am now able to fay whence he 
had procured thofe Mafonic decrees whofe ceremonies he had 
£0 well defcribed; and I learned it in the following manner: — 
One of thefe refpe&able Ecclefiaftics who have found arerreat 
in the generofity of the Englim nation from the perfecmions 
of his countrymen, and who to the greatest fimplicity of plan- 
ners joins the knowledge and practice of his duties, Mr. De La 
Haye, Curate of Fie in the diocefe of Mans, hearing that 1 was 
writing on Free-mafonty, was kind enough, before he had fetn 
my work, to fend me fome Memoirs that he had written on the 
fame fubject. When he came to aflc me my opinion en them. I 
told him, •' that, allowing for difference of ftyle, his work ha i 
lt long fince been printed, and the Jacobins in return had mas- 
«* facred the Author at the Carmes on the famous fecond of 
" September." I then fhowed him the Abbe* Le Franc's woik, 
who had added but little to his, and both had fallen into the 
feme error in attrihuting the origin of Mafonry to Socinus — 
This worthy ecckfiaftic anfwered me, '• That he had been 
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"perfeclly unacquainted with the exiftence of the AbbilA 
*' Franc's work, but that he could eaGJy account for its coin- 
" cidence with his. I had, laid he, feveral Free-mafons in my 
<( parifti. In ray neighborhood in particular was that unfortu- 
*' nate Feffier, a famous Brother of the Lodge at AleD50D,fince 
*' become fuch a terrible Jacobin, and the intruded Bifhop of 
f< S6ez. Several of thefe Mafons renounced their errors; and, 
" as a proof of their total renunciation of the Lodges, they 
*' gave me up all their papers and Mafonic degrees. I had made 
u a digeft of thefe degrees. Mr. Le Franc, who was at that pe- 
u riod in our diocefe, pre fled me to publifti them ; but I did 
*' not dare do that, for fear of the Mafons, and I rather chofe 
u to give a copy of the whole to Mr. Le Franc* requeftinghim 
u to ufe it as he thought fit. Mr. Le Franc went to Paris; the 
*' Revolution took place; and he doubtlefs thought it wood 
" be ufeful to publifh the work I had given him, having firft 
•* improved it by the polifh of his ftyle; and he certainly has 
" done it better than I could. If his work has done any good, 
fC I am happy that he publifhed it;. but 1 am very forry to re> 
€i fleet that it caufed his death."—- This latter lentiment, and 
the fear left I mould 'fufptct the Abbe Le Franc of a breach of 
confidence, feemed folely to occupy this worthy man's mind. 
I could not help praifing Mr. Le Franc for having had more 
courage in publishing the work than he had had; and he had 
betides given it the ftyle of a Man of Letters. The point, how* 
ever, moil interefting for our object is, to find in this anecdote 
a new proof of the authenticity of the degrees publilhedbythc 
Abbe Le Franc, which I*had quoted with fo much confidence. 
The teftimony of repenting Mafons is far more to be relied on 
than the aflertions ofthofe who continue to be dupes orperfift 
in their errors. — I addrefs this note to thofe readers who may 
ililtcntertain any doubt of the authenticity of the degrees as I 
• have publifhed them. I alfo declare to the adepts, that nothing 
would give me greater fatisfaclion than to fee an anfwer found* 
ed, not on nonfence and icurrilous abufe, but on good reafon- 
ing. I am perfectly aware, that a very excellent work on Ma- 
fonry might be made. Their Letters and my Anfwers, with o- 
ther materials that I have b^ me, may, perhaps, at fome future 
time t fuinifh the fubjeel for fuch a work. 
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CHAR V. 



}£nigge*s Intrigues and Succejfes at the Congrefs.-+-Ojj!* 
rial Reports of the Superiors of the Order* — Multi- 
tude of Mafons illuminized at this Period. 

OF all the general affemblies that had been held by pi r ft 
the Mafons for thefe laft twenty years, whether at means era- 
Brunfwick, Wilbaden, or in any other towns inGerma- ployed by 
ny, none could be compared with that of Wilhemftaden, ^if over* 
either for the number of the deputies or the variety of t h e Q Qam 
; Secis of which it was compofed. One might fay, that all grefs. 
the incoherent elements of Mafonry had been thruft into 
'one den. Knigge informs us, that he had had the honor 
of being deputed by his ancient brethren; that he might 
have taken his feat and been prefent at the deliberations ; ' 
but, forcfeeing the iifae of it, he thought he could more 
fcifefully ferve the caufe of his new Uluminifm by direct- 
irfg the part that Minos -Dhtfurt was to act in the inte- 
rior of the Meeting, while he himfelf would hover around 
Juid obferve the exterior. His firft plan of attack was to 
gain the Templar Mafons of the StritfObfervance, with 
whofe fecrets he was well acquainted,* and he had fre- 
quently attended their Lodges, that he might thro' their 
means enfure a majority of votes. Had he fucceeded in 
this plan, Weifhaupt's code would have been decreed at 
this general congrefs, and would have become at once the 
ftandard law for millions of Mafons fcattered throughout 
the globe, who would thus have been illuminized and 
ready to (ally forth from their lurking places at the com- 
mand of their Antifocial Chief. 

When defcribin^ this plan of attack, Knigge takes care 

to inform his readers why he abandoned it: " I own 

iC (fays he) that I always retained a certain predilection 
<l for my former brethren of the Strift Observance; I 
" had already illuminized fo great a number, that I was 
" in hopes of uniting their fyftefn with*ours. My inten- 
u tion moft certainly could never be to deliver up to the 
w Congrefs all our papers, and thus to put ourfelves at 
* the, mercy of the deputies. I had not received fuch pow- 
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a ers from thole who fent me. And befide, we 9 who did 
44 notfeek after that power that gives greatnefs, rank, tr 
** riches', we, who did notfeek to reign in fplendar and 
<c in the eyes of the public \ we, in Jhort, whofe coitftitu- 
" tion was to acl infilence and with fecrecy; how could 
f< we go and make ourfelves dependent on an Order fiy 
iC deftitute of unity in its fyftems, _^ 

14 I made, however, an offer of my fervices; I made it 
" both in writing and by word of mouth; and all the an- 
u fwer I received was, that I might fend or prefent my 
14 papers to the Congrefs, and that they would judge of 
" thofe parts that were to be approved or reje^td."* 

Sruag to the quick at fuch contempt, Knigge conceiv- 
ed himfelf abfolved from all his oaths, and from every du- 
ty toward his ancient brethren. Abandoning all hopes of 
conquering the whole body, he refolved to attack them 
cne by one, and then to gain over the whole body. Lodge 
by Lodge. He agreed with the affeflbr Minos to direct 
tneir whole attention in future toward two points; the 
firft, to hinder the aflembly from paffing any refolutions 
detrimental to the interefts of their IUuminifm j the other, 
to facilitate its intruiion into the Lodges, and that with 
fo much art that no degree, nor any Grand Mafter, could 
be an obitacle to the domination of the Bavarian Breth- 
ren ; and that means fhould- bo found fooner or later to 
unite the code of the Illuminees with that of the Mafons. 
— Such was the obje& of the miffion entrufted by Knigge 
to his co-adept Minos, whom he charged to get'the foL 
lowiftg refolutidns pafled: " ift, A fort of union of all 
44 the Mafonic fyftems in the firft three degrees, fo that a 
u Mafon admitted to thefe three degrees fliould be ac- 
44 knowledged as a true brother by every Lodge of what- 
44 ever clafs or fyftem it might be. — 2dly, That in com* 
«' mon Mafonry no mention fhould ever be made of the 

44 higher degrees or of the unknown Superiors. jdly, 

<c That all tranfraitting of money to the Mafonic Supe- 
44 riors fliould be forbidden.— — — 4thly, That a new code 
44 fliould be prepared for the brethren. — 5thly, That eve- 
44 ry Lodge fliould choofe its own Superiors and Direc- 
44 tory, that is to fay, fliould declare to which Grand 
44 Lodge they dtofe tilers fliould bs fubjecVf 

* Laft Obfenations of PhUo> Paqe 8?. 
t Original Writings, Vol. II. Knigge's Report of Dinub 
ai32, or January 1783. 
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While Minos was thus followinghis inftru&icinS wtfhin, 

Itnigge was without, a&ing the part of InfinUator and 

Scrutator. cc I fought to know, (fays he in the fame re- 

u port to the Areopagites) and I knew what turn thing9 

u were taking in the aflemMy* I knew all the different 

tt fyftems that different parties wifbed to make* predorrii- 

* c nate; I then entered into a correfpondence, which I ft ill 

€< continue, with the Chiefs of Zinnendorf's party.* I 

<c alip founded the Chiefs of other parties by various means- 

tt Several came of themfelveS and difcloted themfelves to 

tt me, entrufting me with all their fecrets becaufe they 

<c knew that I was folely actuated by a wifh for the gen- 

u eral good, and not by perfonal conflderations. In fhort, 

tt fome of the deputies learned (I know not bow) that our 

u lUuminifm was in exiftence. They almoft all came to 

* c me to entreat me to admit them; — I thought it proper 

u to exa& the reverfal letter* (of our candidates) from 

" them, commanding them to keep abfolute iitence on the 

* fubjed; but I took care not to entruft them with the 

* ieait part of our fecrets- I only fpoke to them of our 
tt myfteries in general terms, during the whole rime that 
" tbe Congrefs continued/'f 

This method of proceeding, and the art with which 
he infmuated that Mafonry, undoubtedly, was in pofles- 
fion of myfteries of the higheft importance ; but that the 
profound Mafons, who were in poffeffion of fach myfte- 
ries, were not to be met with at the congrefs, greatly aug- 
mented the curiofity and ftimulated the ardor of the de- 
puties for his lUuminifm. The care with which hef took 
the reverfal letters^ the character of candidate, the pro- 
mife he exacted at the lame time of all thefe deputies not 
to fecond any propofition detrimental to the new brother- 
hood, were fufficient to enfure him againft any refolutions 
that might be entered into by the meeting. Beftde, the 
difpofitions he obferved in thefe deputies were fufficient 
to ftrengthen his hopes. . w I owe them the juftice to fay/* 
he continues in his report, " that I found the greatejf 
44 fart of them in the left difpofitions \ that if their con- 

* This fyftem of Zinnchdorf was an incoherent medley of 
the Scotch and Swedifli degrees, of the Knights Templars, .of 
the Confidants of St. John; and at that time was the predomi* 
nant fyltem in Germany. 

t Original Writings, VoL II. Knigge's Report of Dimeb 
\\l%% or January 1784. 
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cc dull was not effe&ive it was for want of having beeal 

*< nurtured in a better fchool.* • It was with plea- 

<c fure I obferved, that if the excellent intentions that had 
w brought thefe men together/r0/» all corners of Mafon* 
" <4 ry> were not more efficacious, it was becaufe they could 
li not agree on principles* Mojl of them appeared to be 
<c ready to follow any fyftem that they judged conducive 
tc to give to their Order that utility and activity that was 
c< the objedT: of all their wifhes/'f 

Whatever may be the partiality of the hiftorianfor the 
Mafonic Brotherhood, it will be impoffible, for him to 
invalidate this terrible evidence of Knigge againft their 
chofen and privileged members; againft thofe whom the 
Order judged molt worthy of rep relenting it in folemn 
congrefs. No man can mifconceive the figniflcation of 
left dijpofitions or of excellent intentions in the mouth of 
JPhilo-Kmgge. They evidently demonftrate men who 
needed only to be made acquainted with the means of 
working a revolution of impiety and anarchy, to under- 
take it. . This vaft Brotherhood of Mafons muft, at this 
period at leaft, have been forely affe&ed in its higher mys- 
teries. It was prepared for confpirators even of Wei- 
ihaupt's ftamp. 

Certain of fuccefs, Knigge feems to have left the as^ 
fembly to its diforderly deliberations ; and notwithftand^ 
ing the imprudence with which he taxes Minos, the lat- 
ter fucceeded in obtaining the decree of the principal par- 
ticulars agreed between them. It was forbidden that any 
brethren fhould call each other Heretics (Ferketzem), 
It was decided that the firft three degrees alone mould 
be looked upon as eflential to Mafonry. Commiffaries 
were named to digeft certain regulations, the plan of which 
had been given by the affembly, as well as of a general 
code. The choice of the higher degrees and of fyftems 
was left to the decifions of each Lodge. The reft of the 
deliberations were as boifterous as might be expected froni 
the variety of Sects. I have before me a manufcript ac- 
count of this affembly written by a very learned Mafon, 
and it contains nearly as much lamentation as it does in- 
ftrudtion. Among other things I find, that the Duke 
Ferdinand of Brunfwick was proclaimed Grand Mafter 
of all Mafonry, and that few members recognized him as 

* Ibid. f Laft Obfervations, Page $;. 
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/uch, Again I fee, that it was wifhed to abrogate th« 
fyftem of the Templar Mafons> whofe abominations and 
fecrets had been expofed by fome falfe brother in a work 7 

called The Stone of Scandal, but that few Lodges would 
obey the abrogation. Moreover an attempt was made to 
quaih all Seas and Schifrns; but they neither could be 
pverpowered, and confufion continued to prevail with re* 
doubled force. 

Let us however obferve, that if any fyftem can be fai4 
fo have gained a preponderance it was that of {he Pbila*> 
Utesy a fort of fpurious offspring of Swedenborg, The 
jnoft famous Illuminees of that fet, JVilhermoz, St, Mar-, 
fin, and £a Chappe de \a Henriere,hzd made an attempt 
to conne£k thenafelves vpith the Hero of Crevelt andMin ? 
den ; it is even afferted, that he was mi fled by their ap T 
pellation of Pbilaletes and of Benevolent Knights, Strong, 
powever, in his protection, neither they nor their agents 
fpared any pains to carry the day at Willemfbadcn; they 
were well lupported, and vi&ory muft have infallibly de^ 
clared jn their favor, had not Knigge already gained ovef 
to many of the deputies, Hence the rcfult of this too fa-» 
mous congrefs yas to have been the delivery over of al{ 
the^lafonlc Lodges, and, with them, of all the governr 
ments of Europe, to two Se£s of Illuminees, the moft 
impious and the moft difaftrous in their views, and moft 
unrelenting in their zeal for the overthrow of every reli-r 
gion and of every government whatever. 

I knovv not into which of thefe two feels the Count 
de V irieux had been initiated \ but either might have 
fuggefted the manner in which he defcribed the refult ©f 
this Mafonip Congrefs. On his return to Paris, being 
complimented by the Count de Gilliers on the fublime 
fecrets he had been in queft of at Willemfbaden, and prefs- 
ed a little by the farcaftic ftyle with which the Count was 
yront to ieer the Brotherhood, he at length anfwered, " I 
€< will not tell you the fecrets I bring \ but what I think I 
a may tell you is, that it is all much more ferious thai} 
? you think. The f aft is y that a confpfracy is now con- 
" triving, and that withfo much art and of jo profound 
< w a nature, that it will be very difficult for Religion and 
f* Nations not to Jink under it.' 9 Happily for Mr. de 
Virieux, laid Mr. de Gilliers when he told me this anec y 
fiote, the Count had a great fund of probity and upright* 
tiefs. What he had learned on his million fo difeutte<jj 
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Jiim with the myfreries, that he abandonee} them and fce* 
canhe'a Vtfry religious man* It Was to this event that his 
gre^t zeal agailift the Jacobins may be attributed. 

yntottunately tor' all nations^ thefe plots did not in* 
fpire the other Maibnic Deputies with a fimilar horrori 
The Congrefc being terminated* PW/0-Knigge haftened 
to reap die benefit of his intrigues; and his harveft wai 
mi^ch more plentiful than be expected. On the break- 
ing up of the ailembty, the deputies flocked to him to beg 
admiffion to the myfteries* Such candidates needed no 
long., noviciate, or tedious trials in the minerval fchools} 
they were to be conducted quickly to the myfteries ; and 
Knigge admitted them to the decrees ©f Epopt and Re- 
gent, which they all received (he tells u£} ivith.iHthitJi- 
GJrn** u All of them were enraptured with our degreed 
u of Epopt and of Regent 5 all were enchanted with theft} 
" niofte'r-piecesy for. fo they flyled thefe degrees. l*wc* 

* only made ibme flight obfervations on certain etfpres- 
^ c fions, that may be eafily changed according to local cir- 

* cumftances, and particularly in Catholic countries."-}- 

T#ere it not that all honeft Mafons would fink under 
grief and aftonifhment, I fhould conjure them to weigh 
for a moment thefe words, all were enraptured, all re^ 
<givcd them ivifb enthufiafm ) all Elect, RoficrucianSj 
Templars, brethren of Zinnendorf, Brethren of St. John^ 
Knights of the Sun,. Knights Kadofli, Perfect Philolb- 
phers; all hearken, and receive with enthufiafm thofeor-* 
acles of the Hierophant which caft fuch light on their an- 
tique myftenes, and, expounding the meaning of their; 
Hiram, their Jliac Benac, and their Policed Stone, fhoW 
that they contain nothing more than that primitive Equa- 
lity and Liberty, as well as that Morality, which entirety 
confift in the art of annihilating princes, governments, 
religion, and property ! When thefe Deputies {hall re-' 
turn to their Orients, and fpread themfelves throughout; 
the Mafonic Directories and Provinces, will not thefe, 
original plots be intruded on your Lodges under the pre- 
tence of myfterics ? : Fly then fuch dens pf fedition > and, 



* Die hoberen graden warden mft enthufiafmus an fgenora- 
men. 

^ f Jeder mann war zufrieden — Meine Leute wareft emauolr* 
Uber dieic meiftcr Aiicke* LgJI Ob/ervatisns 9 Pages 1 z$ and 
\li— and Original Writings, Let. i, qfFhilo feCato. 
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Jtfam once for all, thattbofc men in whom you phcejlich 
confidence are profound confpirators abating your confi- 
dence, juft as they will that of princes at a future day.-*- 
View then thispretended Brotherhood as -a hoard of con- 
ipirators, who have long waited only for the baleful ge- 
suus of a Weiihaupt to launch out into all the crimes »f 
^evolution* 

From the period when thefe Mafonic Deputies were 
iUumini*ed, the Bavarian Se£fc aflumed a menacing as- 
. pe£i; and its progress is fo rapid, that the univerfe wiil 
•iboa be overrun with Confpirators. The center of ac- 
ticn may be Aid to have been at Frankfort, where Knigge 
. *efided ; and he compute? the number of perfons he had 
itluBunited, and nearly all of whom were Mafons, at five 
jfc^mdred,* , There isfcarcely a town in his neighborhood, 
but has its Epoptjs and Minerval Schools; Franconia, 
-•Swabia^hs Circles of the Higher and Lower Rhine, 
Weftpbalia, &c* fwarm with them, 
v - The towns of Vienna and Berlin almoft immediately 
flowed that Auftria and Pruffia were falling a prey to 
f lluminifm. Tyrol had been already infected, and the 
lame apoftle had proceeded to carry it jnto Italy, In the 
jDorth adepts were making their attacks on the Lodges of 
IJruxelles and of Holland, while others were preparing 
te introduce lfcijhaupf$ myfler'us into England. Iq Li-, 
yonia they had gained footing ; and treaties were making 
in Poland, to throw the whole power of the Confederat- 
ions into the hands of -the Illumineea, If the day of France 
jwas not yet come, it was becaufe they entertained deeper 
views on her; but the day was to come, and all Europe 
ihalj now know why it has been deferred. 

It would be of little avail for me to have produced 
Weiftaupt's code, were I not alfo to produce demoriftra* 
live evidence of its progrefs and continuation, rliftory 
will demand that I prove the exiftence of this Seel, it* 
myfteries, and conspiracies, ranging from the north to the 
fouth, and from the eaft to the weft, enlifting underits 
feaUners that multitude of hands which it needed to work 
revolutions. To effectuate this, I fhall again appeal to 
their own annals; they are mutilated, it is true; but not- 
Withftanding that, they are menacing, and they are de- 
monftrative, 

# Original WritiogSt Vol, II. Let# from Phih to Cat*. 
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In the very year after the congrefs of Willerhfbacfelt 
fce find five provinces completely organised according 
to the Laws of the modern Sparta'cus^ under the general 
direction of Ph *7^Knigge, and in full correfporidencc 
with the illuminizing AreopagiteSif Even during the 
time of the congrefs we find in the Original Writings 
not only fimple letters on the progrefs made by a few 
Candidates, but official reports* and ftatements made by 
the Provincials of their provinces', relating to the progress 
of their novices, of their initiated, and of their emiflaries* 
Official Lei us caft our eyes on thefe documents, for' none can be 
Reports, better authenticated. Perhaps I might have done well 
to have tranflated the whole of them ; but tho' I abridge 
them* they will ftill retain the whole force of evidence. 
pj t The firft of thefe reports is from Mahomet. f This 

Of the Provincial of a new fpecies was the Baron Schroec^- 
province EnstjeiNj the fame whom Weilhaupt fo early as the firft 
SL Pan °" y ear °* ^ 3 IWuminifm^ enlifted at Aichftadt* and whom 
he clafled among thofe foolifh Ariftocrats who were ft 
/wallow the bait. The Baron fo completely fwallowed 
the bait, that in fix years we find him one of the Chiefs 
of the Cdnfpiracy. The Province he prefided over in the 
Illuminized Geography was denominated Pannonia\ 
comprehending the dift rifts of Morea and Latium, which 
comprife the Lodges oi Olympian Damietta^ Tibur, His* 
fali s j Damafcus, Sichem^ Nicomedia^ and Surentum. I 
find that his refidence is at Aichftadt j and he informs the 
Areopagites, that he has given the* name of Surentum to 
the new colony of Mompelgard, which he looks Upon as 
belonging to the Duchy of Wurtemtferg, and therefore 
ihould be comprifed within the diftrift of Latium. I aU 
fo find that Nicomedia is Augfbourg; hence I conclude 
that the Lodges under the infpedYion.of this adept were 
fo many conquefts made by llluminifm, partly in Bava* 
ria, and partly in Swabia. 



+ Original Writings, Vol. II. Let. 3, from Pbih to Wei* 
fliaupt. 

% This report is of the month of Char dad 1 152, thai is to 
fay June 1781, coniequently anterior to the breaking np of the 
Maionic Congrei's. Mahomet is nererthelefs in direct corres- 
pondence with /^ii'tf-Knigge ; for we may obfeive the lane? 
pointing out to the former novices to be initiated. Original 
Writings i Pbilo's Report. 
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^Thc report contains ftrong proofs of this Provincials 
teeal for the propagation of the Order. We may obferv*e 
him threatening two adepts with their immediate diffus- 
ion ttnlefs they (how more a&ivity, and promoting two 
others becaufe they excelled in the arts of infinuation.— * 
As a proof of the care with which he defcribes his infe- . 
riors, and of the precautions he takes according to their 
characters, let the reader perufe the account he gives of 
the Brotherhood at Olympia^ which he has juft been in>- 
fpe&ing : " Ihave learned, (he writes), to know the Bro- 
u ther Ze no* I did not find him to be a thinker^ and much 
4< lefs TLftrutaior. ... He does not like to meddle with 
u things that are above the human understanding; and he 
tt contents himfelf with the degree of Minerval, but pr*- 
tt mifes toentift us fome good novice s\ . . . Crantor has more 
cc ardor^ \ initiated him myfelfinjto the Minerval degree* 
*« You may eallly conceive how much he is difpleafed 
tt with aH his fcience, and how much his wit difconcerts 
u him, when I tell how that he is furious at his father for 
a having had him taught to write. * . . Speujippus was 
a ill 5 the others though young are full of ardor. . . . * 

u The colony is weak as yet Be guarded in your 

a letters to Zen*. He told me^ that he would not lodge in 
u t be fame houfe with a man who doubted of the immor- 

* mortality of the Soul. . . * . All thefe Brethren hold 
u their regular meetings, but don't dare enlift their novi- 
tt ces under the name of Mafonry. / They prefer doing it 
u under the pretence of a Literary Society^ and I made 
u no difficulty in permitting them to continue their prac* 

* tice." * 

In that town of Latium, or of the Dutchy of Wur- 
temberg, which Mahomet calls Damietta y there is ant 
academy and a college ; and one of the profeffors is the 
adept PbirrO) whofe honejly and aclivity could not be 
fufficiently praifed by the Provincial. The following 
inftitution may ferve as a fpecimen of this man's honest 
ty : a By means of this Brother, fays Mahomet^ the whole 
u academy of this town has become a real nurfery for us 
- <l (eine pfianz fckule fur uns). , Pythagoras-DREXL \i 
44 the unknown fuperior of this affembly^ which is entirely 
<c campofed of young pupils of noble birth. He has' under 
" him an apparent fuperiot to conduft and form them, c ho* 
u fen from among the young men. No rev erf al letters are 
Required of them ; they are only flattered with the hopes , 
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* (hould they prove faithful to the leffons in failed fot*; 
<c them) of being hereafter admitted into an Qrdet ew+A 

* ft/W a/" '*' kfo *f ntenr 

Left fuch leflons Qiould be loft to thofe who w&re edkf* j 
jcated at Court* the adept Epiniewdestl? ALK> a*iltc com* ' 
' fejjor and burgo-mafter of Hanover, has taken care to 8, 

Juminize the fub-preceptor of a young Prince defigae4 
by (he initials T. H. • . , After having told all this new* 
T to the Areopagites, Mahomet at length informs them that | 

Machiavely one of his emiflaries* has fent in a lift of ib* 
honed men with whom he has made an acquaintance in 
Switzerland; and that things would take a good tttrA 
there, provided P/W^Knigge would ftimulate a little th* 
aeal of the Helvetian apoftle. 
H. The next official report is from MinosSiTTfUR? 

Cf Dacia the Afleflbr, ITms man was alfo a Baron, As a recorrk 
and Ly- penfe for the pains he had taken at Willemftaden,Knigge 
****' had made him th$ Provincial or fuperior of Veteravia, . 

probably of part of Weftphalia, His command cpmprt- 
fed two diflri&s, Dacia and l+ydia* GverbUrthened with 
bufinefs, and more attentive to that of IUuminjtfm thaii 
to the affairs of the Empire* he gives but a brief account 
for the prefent. He names about a dozen Brethren a* 
mong whom are four novices. He diftinguiflies.the Bto* 
ther Bentharith in particular, whom he means to entrufl 
with the eftabliihment of a Minerval School at Benfab}, 
Meanwhile, till he tan report further progrefs % he propo* 
fes his pjan for an illuminized Jijierho'od^ which he pro* 
mifes tQ place under the direction of another Baron, who, 
like himielf is an Afleflbr at the Imperial Chamber. A- 
bout the feme time (M*rdemeh 115a* Auguft 1782), 
Knigge's report ftates, that Minos was in correfpondencs 
with Doctor Stark^ in hopes of making a con^ueft of the 
Landgrave of HJefte Darmftadt by means of his grand 
Almoner. The Illuminizuig Afleflbr does not report 
the progrefs of this negotiation; but ICnigge appears to 
have forefeen the fuccefs it would have, when he writes 
to the Areopagites, " I am much pleafed to fee that Bro«* 
lc ther Minos has entered into a correfpondence with 
w Doctor Stark; It will teach him, that to be able to 
a treat with a man of wit one mutt have fome one's fclf.'* 
Though it feems that Kniggc did not allow any great 
(hare to this Provincial, yet he founded great ho{»es on 
his fervices, efpecially if his too great zeal could -it r<« 
prejfed- 
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The third report is from the adept Eptfleius-tAii6 r M. 
Provincial of Albania, the fame Brother whom we mall ®f Alba* 
find mentioned by Knigge as founding the Lodge at Man- ma# 
heim furnamed Surinam, and at Frankenthal that called 
Parmariboj within the prefedlure of Paphlagonia, or of 
the Palatinate. It would feem, that at that period Albania 
had parted under the infpeftion of fome other Provin- 
cial : This £picJetus-M\eg was a counfellor and Protes- ' 
tant MJnifter of Heidelberg, his habitual refidence, and 
had been inftru&ed in the arts of Infinuator by Wei- 
ihaujft himfelf. 

The reader may judge 6f this, man's merits from the 
following eulogium that Weifhaupt makes on him when 
writing, to Cclfus : u Do not forgetj when at Munich, to 
tt do every thing in your power for our Epicletus. He 
u is nearly the beft of the adepts. He has a little too 
u much ardor, but in all other points he is incomparable. 
u He has already made a conqueft for the Order of nearly 
a the whole Palatinate. Not a country town but con^ : 
u tains one or two adepts at leaft."* This letter being 
of the fame year as the report, it would be ufelefs to. 
particularize. Some, however, of the Brethren, mention- 
ed by Epicletus deferve our attention ; fuch, for example,' 
as a certain Brother defcribed by the initials B. E* under 
the direftion of Diodorus, who in a Catholic Univerfitir 
arid of the Catholic Religion himfelf until that period, 
thought he* could not give a better proof of his zeal for 1 
Illuminifin, than by attempting to defend a Proteftant the- 
fts, and that under a pretence that denotes neither a Ca- 
thplic nor a Proteftant, but a man who views Religion 
only as a political invention. He gives for reafon, that 
the College of the Counts of IVeftpfcalia mufl he a Pro* 
teflant College. Next the Brother Eraflus, of the fame 
degree, who afics advice as to the beft means to fucceed 
in Illuminizing the Preceptor of the Prince of Duponfs 
fon^ and by that means to educate the young Prince ac- 
cording to the views of the Order. And laftly the Bro- 
ther Pic de la Mirandole, or BRUNNER,a Prieft at Tief- 
enback, in thebilhopric of Spire. a This man, (fays the 
provincial,) is as yet a novice, but full of zeal for the 



.* Hat fchier die gaoze pfaltz unt,er das commando des O'? 
(trdensj gtsbr^cht. In jedem laodftadtcben find ein odcr z wie 
—■Original Writings , Vol. II. Let. ij, anno 1783. 
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< c f Order. The tenth of September he defended his-The« 
cc fis in fpite of the Jefuits. In his ^uibus Licet he begs 
4C the Order to take precautions left the, fort refs of Pbi- 
4 * lipjbourg) which the Auftrians had abandoned, Jhould 
u fall into the bands of a bigoted officer^ who was petition-* 
c * ingfor the government of it\ and to have it given ta 
<c another officer (more worthy of it, I fuppofe) who as-« 
w pired to it.'.' — >This Illuminteed Novice, who already 
pays ibjnuch attention to fartrefles, will appear on the 
itage again with the ^rethfen of M$ntz, confpiring and 
delivering up that town to the French Jacobins, ♦ 
TV. The fourth official report is made by the adept jfgis- 

Report Krobrju He does not take the title of Provincial ; hq 
K 'a*** ^y a( ^ s ^ or ^* r *W-Bj.EUBETRUE, originally a Jew, 
and who afterward made himfelf a Chriftian to become 
Aulic Councilor to the Prince of Neuwied, and a Pro-. 
vincial of the Illuminecs. AgU was governor to the 
Count S to] berg's children, and the memoirs I have before 
me declare him to fyav.e been afterwards charged with 
the education of the young Prince of Neuwied, to have 
gained the good graces of the Prin<Jefs, fowing difcord in 
that court, and deftroyiqg the internal happinefs of thai; 
family; in {hort, he was known to all Germany by a 
name that could qot reflect honor on, his protecttrix. As 
news, he informs the Areopagites that the Baron de Witte, 
at ( Aix.-la-Cphapelle, is much more zealous than was e*-j 
pecked J that he has undertaken to illumini^e his Mafanic 
Lodge there \ and that from his letters they ma^y hope to 
fpe that of Bruxelles {hare a fimilar fate t . * ..'The Bro- 
ther Agis enquires whether they think it proper that he 
Jjiould enter into a correfpondence with tbefefoofs of the 
Hermetic CabeU Before he initiates them in the fecrets. 
of the Order, he wifties to prefent himfelf at their Lodges 
3s one acquainted with their's. He awqs that he is not 
fufficiently mafter of all their fyftems. He afks for fame 
ipftru&ion, that" he may perfecT: himfelf in them, left he 
(hould be difcovered by thofe Mafons for whom he has a 
fovereign contempt, but wirh whofe jargon it is neceflary 
(hat he fhould be acquainted, to make a conqueft of them 
fpr the Order. Thefe inftruSions are the more necefla- 
ry, as a Brother of the diftri& has juft applied to him for 
leave to fhow fome of his letters to the Venerable of the 
Mafonic Lodge at Irisj to enable him to make but oi|? 
draught of the whole Lodge, Venerable and all, 
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In the feme report the Brother Agis recommends to 

<he Areopagites the adept Archelaus-B arres, hereto- 

•.fbre a major in the French fervice, at prefent throwing 

himfelf on the protection of the Order to obtain a place 

in. fome court of Germany, and the Crofs of Merit from 

that. of France, with a brevet of Major a lafuite : * I had 

<* taken it into my head {fays he) that the Ambaffador 

<€ Ch, , • . was one of ours ; that he had great influence 

* c with . . . * (the court or minifters), therefore I did not 

* € refufe our protection. If we fucceed in this bufinefs, the 

u fame of our power will be greatly extended. Scarcely 

ct a week paffes without fomebody coming to folicit our 

cc protection at the courts of Versailles, of Vienna, or of 

* c Berlin, It Is enough to make one die of laughing, We 

* 4 take great care, however, not to difmifs thofe people 

* c without hopes; we only fay, that we do not like toim- 

** portune thofe courts every day." 

A marginal note is found oppofite to this article in 
Knigge's own hand- writing, (aying, Who the devil has 
put into their heads this fable of our omnipotence? The 
man who wrote the queftion might alfo have written the 
anfwer$ for we may obferve him long before this period 
ftraining every nerve to give the Brethren a high opinion 
of the power of the Order, and even flattering himfelf^ 
tbat through the exertions of his agents he had obtained 
for the adepts honorable fttuations^ livings^ and dignities^ 
which he diftributed in the names of the unknown fupe* 
riorsy who were not even in exigence at that time ; and 
when thefe fuperiors do exift, we fee him acting precifely 
as the Brother Agis had done, procuring from an adept 
Count the-place of Chancellor Direclor^ with a falary of 
twelve hundred florins, fending the nomination to his can- 
didate Wundt<> ecclefiajHcal counsellor at Heidelberg; and, 
to {how the candidate the great power of the Brethren, 
informing him> that the Order had got him named to this 
' dignity.* 

The very article on which Knigge had made this note 
js followed by another, which will fuificiently demonftrate 
the credit they had acquired in certain courts, and the ufe 
they could turn it to for the propagation of thejr myfte-i 

# See laft Obfemtiows of Philo, Page 45. ^Original Wir 
fjugs, Vol. II. Page ap*. 
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tries. " This week (continues Agis) we fhall receive x 

& .Lutheran minifter, who by flight of hand has c$lle£te)£ 

" about nine thouf and florins for the community (tli& 

& Lodge) of this place. As foon as peace is mada, he h 

.<" to sit off Foa London, with a multitude of Utters 

.*' of recommendation. The Pr . > ■ ■■ F— — O-'B. unele r tt> 

-" the reigning Duke, has promifed to .fecond him with Si 

■ u his might.* It is our intention alfo to employ him in 

>f. that country for the Order* He must slily xllu- 

" miniije the English. - . . A large Dutch wig, a 

."follow and meagre complexion, large eyes widely open- 

-« l cd, a fertile imagination, a perfect knowledge of men,, 

: c< acquired by rcring about the world for the fpace of two 

/' fears under the difgoife of a beggar. . . • Do not yoa 

tt think that with fuch qualifications this man will do won- 

" ders?— During this, winter we wiH drill him, as the 

" Hernuti ufed to do their apofties/* 

The adept fo well defcribed by ^*j*Kr©ber*and on 
whom he grounds his hopes of the lllumi nidation \ of Eng~ 
Jand) is not mentioned even by his chara&eriftic; but a 
manufcrip? marginal note informs me,, that his real name 
*was Rontgen,. a Dutch proteftant of Petkam* in Eaft 
Friefland- 
y The fifth report rs mutilated, and is without the name 

Offcci- of any Provincial. Such as it is, however, it forcibly 
»uoi. evinces the progrefs of the Se& during the laft three 

months of 17 82 in the Electorates of Cologn and of 
Treves, called Picinum. At this epoch the Provincial 
is much elated at the high repute Mafonry ha> acqui- 
red in thofe parts fince h has been illuminifced- cc Here 
"(fays he) a Mafon was formerly a iaughing-ftock, 
" whereas now a mail who does not belong to a Lodge is 
" pitied. Every body flocks to us i and the prophane 
" thirft after our myfteries. — Every body comes to crave 
." the prote&ion of an Order that is fo powerful. " 

A very unexpected proof of their power is^to be found 
in their Archives - 9 it is the difgraee and exile of the Ab- 
be Beck, whom the Prince Clement of Saxony and Ele&- 

* In my copy of the Original Writings I find a manufcript 
rote in the margin, by a man who is very converfant on thefe 
matters; it dates, that thefe initials (land forthe Prince Fer* 
d'mand of Brunpwick. P* F ■■ ■■-■■ V. B ■■■ ■ bat ibm 

alle wterjt'utzung verfprochen* 
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<*r of Treves had till then favored with his confidence. 
I had not the honor of being acquainted with this vene- 
rable ecclefiaftic; but I remembered to have ken fome 
of his friends at Paris, who augured ill from this difgrace. 
I little expected at that time to find his apology in focoml 
plete a ftyle in the report made by the Provincial to his 
Superiors: « The famous executioner of the Ele&ors con- 
*« fcience, the Abbe B. has at length received his dis- 
c< miffion, and an order to leave the country. Ever fince 
« the Ele<3or has had this ^efuit* in his fervice he has 
M beenk declared enemy to i ree-mafonry, and generally 
« fpeaking, to every thing that tends to enlighten man- 
*• kind Now that this Jcfuit is out of the way, we have 
" thegreateft hopes of making a glorious harveft in Treves 
" and the Electorate.*' How indignant muft his Electo- 
ral Highnefs have been when he difcovered in his official 
report the true origin of all thofe infmuations to which 
oue-of his moft faithful fervants had fallen a viflim; and 
particularly when he obferved the advantages that his 
*eal enemies and enemies of all governments, promifed . 
themfelves in confequence of an illufion originating m 
all probability, entirely with themfelves. & 

We (hall here give another proof of the omnipotence 
that the Order Was acquiring in the different courts of 
Germany. The Provincial, under the iiead of the Lodge 
Of Pinna^ that is to fay Hachenburg, gives an account of 
the inauguration of Doiror Vogler, phyfician to the 
Count of Kirchenberg, and then continues, « Here the 
" affairs of the Order profper amazingly we'll; the Count 

* is entirely Jurrounded by Illuminecs. His private fe- 
Vcretary, his phyfiuan, his paftor, his counfelhrs, are 
" all ours — The Prince's favorites are oar mo ft zealous 
u adepts-, and we have tc&en our precautions forth: fu- 

* ture. Let the Order eftablifi it/elf as well el/hvl/erc, 
a and the world is our 9 V," 

This wifh of the illuminizing Provincial vwoulJ foo:i 
have been accomplifhed, had the adepts been every where 
as zealous as thofe whom he mentions of tV provinces of 
Picinum and Dacia. One adept in particular had made 

* The appellation Jcfuit is here nfed by the Muminees ac 
a term of fcurnlous reproach, as it frequently is againft any 
perion inimical to their principles, for the Abbe Beck never 
was a Jefuit. 
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thirteen novices in three months j and it is not uriworthj 
of remark, that eleven were already Free-mafons and t 
Lutheran minifters, who were characterized in the Or-* 
der by the names of Averroes and 'fheognis. The firftl 
fhowed fomuch zeal, a£tivity, and intelligence, and tbtef 
principles of the Order appeared to have taken fuch deep I 
root in his heart, that the fuperiprs haftened his initiation I 
into the higher degrees, that they might admit him to the] 
council/and eafe themfelves of fome part of their labors on! 
him. The other Theognis-F isQHZR y became curate of I 
Wolfbriicft in Auftria, near Lintz, by means of the in- 1 
trigues of the adept Paujaniau In Knigge's report ta f 
the Areopagites, 1 find the following note on this adept : 

" Tbeognis, at the time of his promotion to his curacy* ! 
" received a letter from the bifhop ofK j , the priori- 
" pies of which appear to have been copied from our 
" code. The prelate mentions a fecret project of reform, 
u and begs Theognis not to ffroW his letter to any body* 
" The Brethren of this colony are firmly perfuaded that 
" the Bifhop is one of our adepts} and to that circum- 
" fiance they attribute his having given a benifice to The* 
" ognis; and in confequence of it ^hey labor vyith redoa-*. 
« bled zeal." 

What can have induced the editor of the Original 
Writings to give only the initial letter of this Bifhop's 
name ? Have not the Evangelifts named Judas Ifcariot 
at full length? Why riot then name the prelate Has- 
IEIN, vice-prefident of the fpiritual council at Munich, 
afterwards Lord Bifhop of Kherson for the church, 
and Brother Philo of Byblos for Weifhaupt ? With a 
little lefs refpe£t for perfons, miftruft wpuld fall on thofc 
who deferve it, and who fo little refpeft their own digni- 
ty i and the world would know the man who was fore- 
mod in the confpiracy againft God, though he might 
wear a mitre. 
ftcports Before I undertake to prefent a lift to my readers, I 
\>y will mention the laft official reports recorded in the an- 

Knigge. n als of the S. vr. They are made by Knigge himfelf, and 
are dated Thirmeh, Merdsdmeh^ Dimck y \ 152, that is to 
fay July and Auguft 1782, and the January following. 
We there find, that his million at Wiliemfbaden did not 
hinder him from overlooking the provincial fuperiors, 
whofe reports I have juft ftated. It was to him that their 
reports were firil ientj he tranimitted them to the Areo- 
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£t$cs» after making fuch remarics as his zeal for the pro* 

nation of the Se£t might fuggeft* What he particu- 

ly blames in his interiors was, a want of method. That 

f Warxt of regularity in their proceedings appeared to him 

to impede their fuccefs, and to render it fefs certain than 

he, could wilh. And he writes to his fenate, w I cannot 

* c fuii* cjently repeat it; when we fliall have organized 

cC the vrhole.body, when every province fliaJl have its 

** Provincial, and every Infpe&or fliall have three Provin- 

** cials under his infpeclion; when our National Dire&- 

** ory fhall be eftablifbed at Rome {that is to lay Vienna) % 

«* when our Areopagites (hail be freed from all the tire- 

«* fame detail, (and by that means certain of remaining 

** unknown] and {hall only have to infpecft the whole, to 

tt perfect the fyftem, and to djre<3: the propagation of it in * 

** other countries; when the Order can give proper help 

" to the dire<5ting Brethren, then, and not before, ihall we 

** b£ able to do fomething*" 

Soon after thefe leflbns, and under the head of France, 
we read, " With refpe£t to that country, I would not 
> C4 advife you to undertake any thing until I fliall have 
<c difpofed of the multiplicity of bufinefs that overpowers 
w me at prefent. I have evpn laid aftde for the prefent my 
u projects on.Alface and Lorraine." Meanwhile, till 
that day comes, Knigge takes a view of the reports re- 
turned to him by the Provincials, and fubjoins to the 
number of their Novices thofe whom he had made him- 
felf, But the grand objeS that abforbs all his attention 
is the means of confummating the intrufion into the' Ma- 
fonic Lodges, which is at once to enlift millions of men 
under the ftandard of his Areopage, and to effeft his Illu- 
minizing revolution. 

At the period of this laft report, that is, January 1783, 
this, intrufion had made great progrefs; and it was to that 
circumftance that Weifhaupt was indebted for the mul- 
titude of adepts who already had (pread his confpiracy 
throughout Germany. Let the reader caft an eye on the 
map of Germany, and on the Lodges already illuminized. 
"It is true, that many towns are at prefent unintelligible, 
in confequence of the geographical nomenclature adopt- 
ed by the Seit ; but every one of thefe names denotes an 
llluminized Lodge, a town where the confpirators had 
gained a hold ; and hence we may obferve, that fcarcely 
a canton is to be found where this baleful Sedt h^s not 
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penetrated.. Let u$ attend only to thofe towns that, irt 

fpite of all their precautions, have been difcovered either 
by the writings or habitual refidence of the great adepts; 
►p-what a formidable alliance have they already formed f 
The firftof the Provincials .immediately under the direc- 
tion of VVeifhaupt has under him alone the Lodges of 
Munich, of Ratifbon, of Landfberg, of Burghauien, of 
Scraubingen, and of Freyfingen. — In the Circles of Fran- 
conia and Swabia, the Baron Mahomet prefides, at leaft 
over thofe at Aichftadt, his habitual refidence, at Bamberg,- 
at Nuremberg, at Augfcourg, at Mompelgard, and over 
thofe of the Dutch y of.Wurtemberg. — In the Circles of 
the Upper Rhine and of the Palatinate of the Lower* 
Rhine the Srcl has eilablifhed itfelf, at Deuxponts,Man- 
heim, Frankenthal, Heidelberg, Spire, Worms, Wetz- 
lar, and Franckfort on the Mein. — 'The Electorates of 
Mayencc, of Treves and Cologne, have, with their capi- 
tals, fhared a fimilar fate.— In Weftphalia, this diftemper 
rages at Aix-La-Chapelle, at Neuwied, and at Hachen- 
burg. — in Higher and Lower Saxony, at Kiel, at Bre- 
men, at Brunfwick, at Hanover, at Gottinguen, at Go- 
tha, at Jena.— *-The great adepts Nicolai and Lechfering, 
eftablim Illuminifm at Berlin, and the adept Brutus re- 
ports that the Minerval Schools are in as full activity at 
Vienna, in Auftria, as they were at Lintz. Hannibal^ or 
Weifhaupt's grand commiffioner the Baron Baflus, had 
eftabliihed it at lnfpruck and Botzen, and at many other 
towns in the Tyrol. From the bottom of his den, at In* 
goldftadt, Weifhaupt prefides over his confpiring crew; 
and through their means he cornmandsj as it were, Ger- 
many and its confines, and might be called its Emperor 
ef Oarkneft. He has more towns in his confpiracy than 
the Chief of the Empire has in his dominions. 
. At this period a great revolution took place in the code 
of the Illuminees, which only contributed to augment the 
ftrength of the Seci, and which I hope the hilfcorian will 
not overho'c, as it will furnifh him with an anfwer 
to thofe who may repeat an objection that has often been 
made to me. " Weifbaupt's Illuminifm only began in 
Bavaria about the mi ddle of* the year 1776; the Seel: chief- 
ly attached itfelf to youth. It required a long noviciate, 
and many years for its Minerval fchools to form the 
adepts and prepare them for the degrees where the con- 
spiracy is entered upon. It muft have required therefore 
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generation after generation to f6rrfi that multitude^ corf* . 
ipirators whofe marflialled cohorts rife triumphant at a 
time when Hluminifm is ftill in its cradle*" 

This objection may have appeared forcible; but at the 
period where we How ftand it folves itfclf* Knigge has 
anfwered it when he enumerates that multitude of Mafons 
who have already attained the years of difcretion, and did 
not ftand in neea of thofe long trials, and who, in the pro- 
teftant countries particularly difdained the Minerval fchools 
only the more to Jhow their ardor to be admitted to this 
higher degrees of the confpiracy.* Weifliaupt foon un- 
derstood the reafon of this rapid progrefs \ and it was on 
that account that he difpenfed with the feverity of the 
code and the trials of the Minerval fchool, and that he 
exhorted his Infinuators to enroll, after Knigge's exam^ 
pie, men who could be quickly advanced to the higher 
myfteries: Such was the new method of recruiting that 
was adopted at this period. When the Provincials men* 
tion the ages of their Novices, we find few that have not 
attained the age of manhood, generally of twenty- five, 
thirty, forty, and even fifty years of age, and whofe occu- 
pations in life denote years of difcretion. Thus then doe$ 
the Seel: enlift multitudes of harid$ that do not wait for 



* Knigge fays, that in the Catholic countries the Philofo- 
phical writings, the light of the age, (the impiety of the day) 
had not made near fo much progrefs as in Proteilant coun T 
tries. This was true with refpeel to Bavaria; would to God 
that the fame thing could have been faid of France ! Be that as 
it may, '* The Minerval fchools, fays Knigge, did not take at 
•' alt in the Proteftant countries; and in fad, fays he, fuch in* 
u ftitutions could only be of ufe in Catholic countries buried 
" in darknefs, and for indifferent old-fa fhioned beings. Bu£ 
" the greater the averfion (hewn by the Brethren for thefe as- 
" femblies of Novices, the more earneftly they folicited to be 
" admitted to the higher degrees. — Mit der Minerval clajfh 
" *woilte ps in protejlantifchen lander durchaus nickt fort, una 
%i nuurklicb war auch diefe anjialt vorzuglicb nur infirfinflerten^ 
•' catbolifvben provhizen, undauj 7nittehmjjige altags menfehen 
,c annuendbar — Je ivcniger absr die mietglieder geneigt nvared 
l * verfammlungen der Pflanz-fcbule anzutegen 9 urn dejlo eifrigsr 
u drangenjie in mich 9 ihnen endiich die bb'bere grade mitzuthei* 
" ten." Pbiio endliche erkl'drung % P. S%> S$> et paffim. The 
reaier will not forget that Knigge fpeaks particularly of thofe 
fophifticated Mafons among whom he was making recruits, and 
who were better prepared for the myfteries than the others, 
feecau/e they were more accuftomed to thefecrets of the Lodge, 
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age* to eriable them to prepare for^ or even "to a£k when A# 

day pf revolution (hall be come. 

Another confideratbn that (hould not efcape the^ his* 
torian is, thef avowal (frequently repeated by the Adepts 
in the Original Writings) « that the great progrefs they 
made was in confequence of the facility .with which cfeejr 
introduced themfelves into the Mafonic Lodges, and ef 
the preponderance that the myfteries of Illuminifm daity 
acquired in the Lodges." One of the Illuminees, Luifats, 
tells us, that fmce feveral Mafons and fome even of the 
fnoft zealous Roficrucians,have been initiated inouriiiys* 
teries, orte would think that the Ordtr bad acquired new 
life, and a much increased force of expanfion or ofprapa- 
. gatiotii* The Arcopagite Hannibal attributes, the fije- 
cefs of his miffion to the fame caufe. In the report he 
makes of his proceedings, he begins by congratulating' 
himfclf on having found Mafonic Lodges already efta- 
blifhed in the TyroL Jt was in them that he made his 
great conquefts, that he reeruited Counfellors of the Re- 
gency, Profeflbrs of Colleges, Counts, Excellencies, Mi- 
nifters of the Emperor, Presidents, Vice-Prefidents, Mas- 
ters of the Poft-Office, Counfellors of the Government, 
all enthufiafts for the new myfteries of Jlluminifm. At 
the fight of fuch unexpected fuccefs, he openly confefles 
that they are all due to the new method introduced by 
Philo-Kriigge* He then informs the Areopagites " that 
cc the experienced Mafons are turning them/elves an all 
« c fides in quefl of light, that fcarcely had he given the 
< c flighteft indication of it, before their hearts were infla- 
cc med, and their entreaties to be initiated were moft 
" prefling* That it was juft the moment for making 
cc great conquefts at Vienna, where there muft be more 
14 than four hundred Mafons. 9 * If at Milan he has not 
fo good a profpeft, it is becaufe no Mafonic Lodges have 
been eftablifhed there j but he will find fome at Cremo- 
na, Pavia, and other parts of Italyj and he ends by re- 
quefting that the other towns he means to vifit may be 
comprehended in the new Geography of the Sectf 

In fhort, how does Knigge himfelf account for that 
prodigious multitude or adepts recruited in fo&orta pe- 
riod for Illuminifm? " When I entered the Order (he 

* R. Lullus\ Journal, Orig. Writ. Vol. II. Sefr VI. 
t Orig. Writ. Vol. I. and II. Hannibal's four Letter** 



Digitized 



by Google 



HISTORICAL PART* I£I 

.«* writes to Cato-Zw&ck) you were all in the dark with 
« refpeft to the Mafons ofthejlricl Obfervance. I told 
« you fo, and was pofitive that among them there were 
« c excellent men (for us). Spartacus believed me; and 
C€ the event has proved it. Our beft adepts at Neuwied, 
*« at Gottinguen,at Mayence,at Hanover, at Brunfwick, 
€€ and in the Palatinate, were all formerly Free-mafons of 
" the Stria Obfervance. 99 * 

Neverthelefs, thefe conquefts on Mafonry made by II- 
luminifm do not fatisfy either Pbilo-Knifrgc or Sparta** 
r« j-Weifbaupt. They will not even let the name of Ma- 
fonry exift, but as a cloak for their Illuminifm. Let us 
then confider of their ,rjew means and further fuccefles ia 
the following Chapterf 

a 

* Unfere beften leate in Neuwied, Gottinguen. Mainz, 
Hannover, Braunfchweig,Pfaltz, find ehemalige mitgliederder 
Striden Obfervantz. 

f For the whole of this chapter let the Reader apply to the 
Original Writings, Vol TT. Part I. and the Reports of the Prot 
fiocials ( PrioinciaUBcriohe) from P. 159 to %%x % 
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CHAP. VI. 

"$?ew thtnns pra&ifed, anintvi > conljuefts mwde by Rnjrgt 
and IVeiJhaupi qn Mafwry. — Difputes^ between tpejit 

~ -two Chiefs oj 'Illuwinifm.— Their deftgns on the Get? 
man'Mafons confummated befote Kniggi's Retreat. "* 

NOTWITHSTANDING the iramenfe numbered 
Mafohs that bad flocked tpthe ft'a#dard of Iihimi^ 
nifm, Weifhaupt and Knigge, labored under fomeariprei 
henfiows with refpecfc to a new congrefs that had been ap- 
pointed for the following yeac at. Willemftjaden. Kaigge 
particularly ffreadecl that nqw Code aiW new form that 
Was in agitation for the Lodges.' He knew, thjft (brae of 
jhe Brethren had been named to taake a djgejl of laws; 
j^or could he. forget, that others bad received iaftru&ionf 
from the Congwfs to gain admUfion into, and get thvm 
/elves received members of all the fecretfocieties, in order 
that they might be initiated into their myfteries t and make 
their report at the following congrefs. Left all the fruits 
of his laft miffion at Willemfbaden fhould be blafted in 
the bud at this new meeting, Knigge fought to make him- 
felf acquainted with the difpoiitions, with regard to his 
Illuminifm, of the commiflaries nominated to make the 
new digeft of laws. 
™^_ * The chief of thefe commiffaries was a man of the name 
of Bode, already famous in the annals of Mafonry, and 
who was foon to become more fo in thofe of Illuminifm., 
—The fon of a common foldier of Brunfwick, he was 
brought up as fifer of a regiment, but he foon thought 
himfelf deftined to acT: a higher part m the world than to 
accompany a drum with the ftirill founds of his fife. He 
had learned to read, and was fufficiently acquainted with 
the French and the Englifh languages to undertake fome 
tranflations. Thofe of Triftram Shandy and Yorick's 
Sentimental Journey gained him more credit than money; 
he then fet up as a bookfeller at Hamburg j but foon be- 
coming the widower of a rich heirefs, he abandoned trade, 
and was decorated by the Duke of Weimar with the title 
of Counfellor of Embafly. At length he was declared 
Privy Counfellor to the Landgrave of Heffe Caffel. 



Bode. 
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• Oeated a Coirtfkdnder among the Templar Mafon'snt^ 
der the title of Knight of the LilHes of the Valley, Eques 
m Lilio tonvallium. Bode had brought with him all that , 

fenius neceflary to give importance to the games of theit* 
Quality and Liberty, and, above all, that concern which 
impiety and independence manifeft, todifeover their mys- 
teries in the fymbols of that fame Equality and Liberty* 
The fervices <he had rendered to the brethren may be ap- 
preciated by that which Knigge believed to be fo much 
to his honor, when he fays, that nearly all the little good 
thert is to be found in the fyftem of the Strict Obfervance 
it t§ he attributed to Boie\ or, in other words, every thing 
that affimilated their fyftem to that of Weiftiaupt.' Aftef 
having cloiely fcrutinized his man, Knigge declares him 
to be advanced in years* but ftiJJ in queft of truth which 
be had not yet been able to find, though he had been for- 
ty years a Mafon; he depicts him as indifferent to all fys- 
tera&, though petulent, fiery, and jealous of dominion, and 
as loving to be flattered by Princes, To this defcription 
I may add from my German Memorials, that his exterior 
was unpolifeed and almoft deformed, which, however, 
did not hinder this old Mafon from a&ing the part of a 
wit and of a man of fentiment with the Ladies. They al- 
io defcribe him as a pedant, with an appearance of frank-* 
ndfe that Princes miftook for opennefs of characier; but 
with which they might not have been fo eafily duped had 
they known, that though he fought their favor, he as cor- " r 

diaUy hated them as he did what he called the Mumme- 
ries of Religion, of Jefuits y and of Priejis. Such fenti- 
ntents muft neceffarily have endeared him to the Illumi- [ 

nees. Knigge more particularly courted him on account 
of the great influence he enjoyed over the German Ma- 
fonry. Thefe two men fcrutinized each other, and Knigge 
at length declares, that a after many mutual explanations 
u he had admitted tiim to the degree of Scotch Knight/* 
Here Bode found ail thofe promifes to forward the views 
of the Order, to reveal all his difcoveries on Mafonry to 
his new Superiors, to inftall the Uluminees in all the prin- 
cipal pofts of the Lodges, and to embezzle their funds* 
None of thefe obligations appear to have given him any 
uneajinefs - 3 but he feared, that in the end thofe unknown 
Superiois would turn out to be Jefuits and N Priefts. It 
was neceflkry, therefore, to remove fuch fears, and to gua- 
rantee to him that thofe Superiors deteited Pricfts and 
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Jefuits as much ajs he did himfelf. tt On this condition 
c< (fays Knigge) he promifed, i/?, To labor for us, and, 
" by means of the new Syftem or Code to be formed for 
" Mafonry, to throw the empire over the Lodges into our 
« hands. 2dfyj To put the Dire&ories and provincial tn- 
« fpe&ions, in as much as depended on him, into the hands 
* of the Illuminees. 3V/V, To prevail on the Brethren of 
< c the Strift Obfervance to fraternize with us. $*hly, In 
c< the forming of the new Mafonic Code, never to lofe 
i tt fight of the Illuminized plan for the choice of Matters 

€i or Venerables of Lodges. $tbly^ To lay before the Su- 
a periors all the knowledge he has acquired concerning 
) K the origin of Mafonry and of the Rolicrucians $ and to 

[ w caufe the Dedufliens promifed for the Stridi Obfervtnct 

\ Ci to be printed at our preffes, and to distribute them to 

cc our Brethren according to agreement,"* 

Such- promifes from Bode were of too much confe- 
quence to be rejected by the Illuminees; he was receiv- 
ed with open arms, and, under the chara&eriftic of Amt~ 
litis, was ufhered into the higher degrees, We fhall foon 
fee how faithfully he acquitted himfelf of his promifes,. 

While Knigge was making fuch important acquifibons 

from Mafonry, Weifliaupt was meditating another plan, 

that was to inftall him mafter of all the Lodges of Poland. 

The Areopagite Ctffa-Zwack received nearly at the fame 

time both Knigge's official note relative to Bode, and the 

Wei- following letter from Weifhaupt; « I have a mind to un» 

fhaupt's « dertake the Polonefe Confederation, not precifely to II" 

V h"v r/L " luminize them, but merely as Free- mafonry to efta- 

Mafons. " bIifll ihe Sy ^ em °f Confederate Lodges; to felecl thea- 

" bleit perfons; to get the ftart of the Strifi Obfervanciy 

? and to dcftroy it. Write immediately to Warfaw, that 

« you are acquainted with feveral Lodges at Munich and 

" other towns, that are willing to confederate with them 

€i on the following conditions ;— — i/?, That they jhould 

* Original Writings, Vol. II. Philo's bericht uler jonieni 
Dimeh. January, 1783. — If by Deductions the account of the 
contributions to be deduced for the Grand Qbfervance% and af- 
terward to be delivered over to the Illuminees, be not meant, I 
do noi underftand the meaning of them. But Bode reierves tp 
himfelf the difcretionary power of letting other perfons parti- 
cipate of them ; that is to fay, he wifhes to ferve the Illuminees 
without appearing to have abandoned his former Brethren.— 
(See Foh III «/ thefe Memoirs.) 
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* acknowledge but the firft three degrees— 2ify, That 
** each Lod^e fliould be at liberty to have what Superiors 
** and as many of them as they pleafed — ytty y That ; 11 
«* Lodges (hould be independent of each other, at leaft as 
** much fo as the Lodges of Germany are of thofe of Po- 
** land— 4*A/y, That all their union fliould be carried on 
** by the correfpondence and vifits of the Brethren.— If 
** we can but gain that point, we (hall have iucceeded in 
** all wc want; leave the reft to me," 

S* Pbilo has already received inftruflions to prepare our 

** Lodges of the Rhine and of Lower Saxony for this 

** plan. Don't lofe a day ; for both time and danger prefs. 

** John is coming, and the confederation will take place 

«at V ienna before that time. The Lodge * * appears as 

** if- it would aacede. . . Send to Warfaw the manifefto 

w that is to be immediately circulated in the Lodges on 

«* the occafion. Without doubt the federation will be 

«* numerous. See bow I canfeize every occafion and turn 

** every circumflance to ufe. As foon as you {hall get an 

«* anfwer fend it to me; don't lofe a minute. The moft 

fi important bufinefs for us is, to eftablifli an Eclectic 

«* Mafonry ; if we fucceed in that, 'tis all we want. Do 

«* not mention our order at Warfaw; it is always defir-* 

u able to gain fo effential a point. Send all your docu- 

tc ments on Poland to Philo. A multitude of Lodges 

a would have joined us had they not dreaded to be taken 

a for blind Lodges, This arrangement will raife the diffi- 

u culty. The Englifti Lodge of Edejfa (Frankfort) has 

u already promifed to accede to thefe conditions. Send 

a your difpatches off immediately for Warfaw, without 

<c tranfmitting them to me, that they may get there the 

tt fooner; and defire an immediate anfwer."* 

Though perfons who cannot gain admiffion to Wei- 
(haupt's fecret councils may not forefee why he fo earn- 
eftly interefts himfelf in this plan for the propagation of 
his confpiracy, we may, however, remark, that Knigge 
had conceived the full importance of the meafure, when a 
week after he writes to Zwack, ** 2 bat plan on Poland 
<c is a moft mafterly blow. I have already fent my draft of 
u the circular letter for the Lodges to Spartacus." Ac- 
cording to Weifhaupt's plan, this circular letter was not 
intended for the Polift* Mafons alone, but was to be feat 

* nth January, 1783. 
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to attthe Lodges of the Order. It is to be found inf the* 
fccond volume of the Original Writings, and is exactly 
that medley of artifice for the fedu&ion of Mafons which 
might be expected from its author. Knigge begins with' 
a fulfome eulogy on their inftitution. He tells them, that* 
their fociety was intended by God and nature to nclaint 
th* rights oj humanity oppreffea\ of virtue per jecuted, and 
offcience degenerated. In a ltory artfully intermixed* with 
truth and falfehood,he endeavors to demonstrate how much 
the Order had fwerved from its grand object: for about 
twenty years pair. To reftore it, therefore, to its ancient 
fplendor, he invites all Brethren fired with a true zeal to 
unite with thofe Mafons who alone have remained in pos- 
feffion of the real myfteries, with a fociety formed for* 
their prefervation about the year 1762, and whofe fpeciat 
object was to oppofe the tyranny of the Brethren of^th* 
Stricl Gbfervance; in (hort, to join a fociety which hs 
declares to becompofed of the beft heads of the Order, 
and of men whofe fcience and experience would cotntnani 
the efteem and veneration of all that approached them.— 
At length, giving the plan for his new affociation, <c lit 
w the new regimen admitted by thefe real Mafons (faysr 
C€ he) we invariably hold to the firft three degrees.— Se- 1 
cc veral Lodges unite together in the choice of one for 
44 their Scotch Direclory y or chief place of their diftrift, 
" to which each fends a Deputy. This Directory decide! 
" on money matters, overlooks objects of ceconomy and 
" the raifing of contributions, and grants powers for the 
<c erecting of new Lodges. Above this tribunal we have 
4< no Superiors who have a right to raife contributions; 
41 they are only entitled to an exa& account every three 
<c months of the moral and political ftate of every Lodge. 
44 A certain number of Scotch Directories joiirto chufe a 
4C Provincial Direclory, three of the latter ele£fc an In-* 
a fpector, and three Infpectors chufe the National £>i- 
<c rector. 

" This is not the place for expatiating on what we have 
44 already done in the filent abodes of fecrecy, or on what 
" we mean to do. It will fuffice to fay, that we have 
" fchools to form the young men whom we afterward ad- 
c< mit into our Order, and who are deftined to labor to 
cc procure happier and more tranquil days for the rifing. 
" generation. The care we beftow on thefe pupils is in 
" our eyes the moft honorable part of our labors. Should 
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* the Lodges wifli for any further particulars, they fliaH 
u receive them from the verv peii'ons who have thought 

* proper to propofe this plan. * 

The memorials before us are not fufliciently explicit to 
enable us to decide what effedr. Zwack's and Kntgge's 
letters produced on the Polifh Malbns. In Zwack's note, 
however, on the progrefs of the Brethren we may obferve, 
that the Areopage was in treaty for ajtrift alliance with 
the National Lodge of Poland. With refpeft to Germa- 
ny, we are not left in the dark as to the fuccefs of thefe 
artifices ; but then it is to Bode particularly that fuch foc- 
ceiles are attributed. Through his means it was, that 
Knigge acquired powerful proteftors with the Mafons of 
kigh rank, and particularly with the committee that was to 
frame the new code. By the help of fuch prote&ion he 
fo amazingly extended the number of the adepts, that 
Weiflxaupt pretended to be alarmed, or was fo in real- 
ity. The delpotic founder viewed with a jealous eye 
tbeafcendant that Knigge was daily acquiring, and the 
great encomiums beftowed on him by the adepts in their 
^ttibm Licets. Befide, his profound policy led him to 
Conceive that his power would be too much divided by 
•hat of Knigge's, to enfure him fovereign fway over his 
tenebrous meetiags, and to preferve that unity of obje& 
and of a£Hon which his projects required. This multi- 
rude of adepts fuddenly initiated into the higher myfteries 
kept him in a ftate of continual alarm. Among thefe new 
difcipJes fome might be found who, not having undergone 
the neceffary trials, might expofe both himfelf and afi the' 
confpiracies of his Se£t to be difcovered. Though Knigge Qaarrelt 
bad faithfully copied (as the reader has feen) ail the pro- between 
fligate myfteries that Weifhaupt had invented in the de- Wei- 
(free of Lpopt, yet this illuminizing chief did not fcruple Kn^jac^ 
to accufe the Baron of having weakened them; the faft ^^ 
Was,thathe could notfbrgive him for having participated in 
the glory of founding the Order. He even pretended that 
Knigge was privately laying the foundations of another 
fecret fociety.f • Thefe reflections weighed fo heavily on 
the mind of the defpotic chief, that all on a fudden Knigge 
found htmfelf depofed at the very inftant when he was 

* Extract from the Circular Letter, Original Writings. Vo 
IL Part IL Sea. VI. ^ 

; - • Original Writings, Vol. II. Let. ao. * 
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moft elated with his fucceffes in the fervice of the Oc^ 

der. 

Weifhaupt took from him the direction of his pro- 
vinces, and made him fubjedt to fome of his own pupik. 
*— The manner in which Knigge received this humbling 
ndws cannot be better defcribed than in his own letters to 
Weifhaupt and to Zwack. The latter had attempted to 
reconcile thefe two terrible competitors, particularly by 
affecting to throw the whole blame of their difagreements 
on Mahomet arid another brother. " It is neither Maho- 
" met nor that other brother (fays Knigge to Cato) y but 
« it is that Jefuitifm of Weifhaupt, that occafionsallour 
<c broils and dtfputes. It is that defpotifm which he exer- 
<c cifes over men perhaps lefs powerful in imagination, 
" art, and cunning than himfelf, but equal to him at leafl: 
<c in good-will, prudence, upnghtneis, and probit) ; over 
" men who have rendered the moft important ferviceS| 
" without which his Order would ftill have been a piti- 
<c ful medley of boys. Long fince have I obferved his in- 
<c tention of deceiving me; but I am firmly refolved 
** to make him feel, notwithftanding my exceffive pati- 
<c ence and obedience, that there are men who are not to 
c< be played upon with impunity. I therefore declare, 
<c that nothing can ever put me again on the fame foot- 
" ing with Spartacus on which 1 was before; but as long 
u as I live I will do every thing in my power for the 
<c good of the Order; and ye (the Areopagites), my befl 
<c °ffr tends, ye fhall always find me ready to obey ye in 
" every thing conducive to the fame object" 
.,.,..; After this exordium Knigge proceeds to enumerate e- 
Y? r y thing that he had done for Weifhaupt, in the per- 
fecting of the Code, the founding of Lodges, and the re- 
1 .. cruiting of Brethren. " I had actually recruited Jive bun- 
• ..- • * dred (he continues) when he chofe to view me in the 
" light of an indifferent being, who was ruining, his af~ 
<c fairs by my want of reflection. Without giving me any 
*< intimation, he began to correfpond with my inferiors. 
« I have ken fome of his letters to my pupils, in which 
" he treats me, as a novice.— At prefent I. am under the 
<c direction of Minos, and am to fend him my^Jjhiibus 
l< Licet every month. Without being an ambitious man, 
<c J fee no reafon why I fhould put up with fuch affronts, 
<c and allow myfelf to be led like a fcholar by a profeffof 
cc of IngolfUdt. And certainly with jrefpect to him I look 



Digitized 



by Google 



HISTORICAL PART, * IStO, 

I upon myfelf as difpenfed from all obedience. With re- 

* gard to you, ready to obey the flighted intimation of 
P your wilbes, I confent to continue to direct the pro- 
u vinces of Hejfe and Upper Saxony », until every thing is 

* properly organized in thofe countries. I fhall then re- 
£ tire, prompt, notwithftanding, to ferve you with all my 
^ might, either by night or by day." 

This letter is dated the 20th of January, 1783, and is 
immediately followed by another to the fame adept. The 
latter fbows how painful it was to Knigge to abandon the 
Brethren; but at length he writes to Zwack, u Were I 
* to giv e way to an imprudent vengeance ? reflect on this 
*atleaft f 

* It was by order of Spartacus (auf Spartacus geheifs) 

* c tbat I wrote againft the ci-devant Jefuijh and againft 

** the Rqficrucians^ neither of whom had ever done me 

w any harm. It was by his orders that I fpread diffenfions 

* c among the Mafons of the Strifi Obfervance^ and fe- 

* duced their ableft brethren. I inftiljed into them ftrong 

w ideas of the antiquity, the excellence and power of our 

tc Order, of the perfection of our Superiors, of the irre- 

a proachable manners of the Brethren, of the importance 

tt of our myfteries, and of the fincerity and purity of our " 

* l intentions. Many of thofe who at prefent labor moft 

u efficacioufly for our Order, were under conftant appre* 

^ henfions that we were leading them to Deifm. Little 

a by little y however , 1 do what 1 pleafe< Now were I to 

.** inform the Jefuits and the Roficrucians of their real 

*perfecutor; were I fimply to Jet fome certain perfons 

a into the fecret of the infignificant novelty of the Order $ 

* were I to inform them that I compofed parts of the de- 
*grees; were I to tell them how I am treated after the 
u many fervices I have rendered ; were I to make them 

* acquainted with the Jefuitifm of that man who leads us 

* all by fhe nofe, and facrifices us to his ambition whenever 
^hepleafes; were I to inform the fecret-hunters that 
** they will not find that which they are in queft ofj were 
W I to let thofe who love -religion into the fecret of the 
u founder's religious principles ; were I to found the a-? 
^larmto Free-mafons concerning an aifociati on fet on 
tt foot by the Ulumineesj were I myfelf to eftablifh arj 

* Order oh a more folid> clear, difinterefted plan, whofe 
** objeft (hould be honefty and liberty; were I to attract 

* fte njany able men whom I am acquainted with into, 



Digitized 



by Google 



« this Order;, were I to place Certain perfons ki foot** 
c < who would inform me in future of every thing that was 
44 tranfa&ing in it; were I to give a hint only in Greed 
44 (Bavaria) that ftiould at once difclofe- the founder and 
44 his Order; were I to found the alarm to Princes bf 
44 means of Numenius and the Roficracians at Rome ( Vt- 

• * 4 enna): — I ihudder at the ideal No y I will not carr/ 
44 Vengeance to fueh lengths; but if I do not obtain fatis- 
* 4 ft<5tion, I will take fuch fteps as my honor reqtiires^-^ 
44 Let me once more enjoy that unlimited confidence that 
14 I formerly enjoyed,and then I fhall be ready to under- 
44 take great things for the Order again- I am perfectly 
44 acquainted with our people; I know what attaches eactt 
" one to the Order, and what engines (houid be fet in 
44 motion either to excite their enthufiafm or (uddenly ttf 
* c crufli it. Once more I repeat it; if I am left at liberty 
" 10 a<5t, I will anfwer upon my bead to put the Order 
41 immediately in poffeflion, ift, of nrnji important fecrets; 
44 2dly, of a firing preponderance owr the Adafonsef the 

- * Strict. Oblervance, or y rather^ ofmeems abfiduUly to ie- 
"Jiroy them i 3dly y of a great influence over the A4mfonp 
44 ^/Zinnendorf'sfyftem; 4thly, IpromifetaputtbtQr* 
* " der in poffcffion of great richer and of great power, ani 
* c that without making any alterations in wr cenftitu- 
« tionsr 

So far from allowing hrmfelf to be foothed by theft 
promifeSyor affrighted by thefe menaces*, which Zwact 
was to tranfmit to Ingolftadt, Wei&aupt appeased t»be- 
come more inflexible. He knew his agents too well; hi 
was certain that Knigge could never bring himfelf to be- 
tray him ; and indeed he muft have betrayed himfelf ifr 
denouncing*his chief. That adepts without doubt, might 
have deferted him and carried many of the brethren with 
him ; and Wei(haupt would have preferred foch extre- 
mities rather than have had rebel adepts, particularly com- 
petitors under him, u What care I (he writes) for all 
44 that multitude of unmanageable adepts who wifh to be 
44 guided by no other rule than their fancy?". . ... At 
other times he would write, ** It is by means of thofe who 
" will obey me, that J mufl perform mo ft afionijhingthingu 
44 1 anfwer for nothing when I meet with refiftancefrom 
44 my adepts ; I have forefeen every thing, and 1 have prt- 
44 pared every thing. Let my whole Order go to rack aid 
, " ruin ; in three years I will anfwer to reitore it, and thtt 
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*te a more powerful ftate than it is in at preTent-^-Ob-* 

* ftacles only ftimutate my adivity. I know how to turn 
*them to my advantage; and when people (hall think 
w that I am undone, even then (hall I rtfe ftronger than 

* ever. Let that perfon leave me who thinks he can bet- 
•terhimfelfdfewhere* and time will fliew who is mis* 

* taken. I know how to find men more docile, I can fa-, 
** crifice whole provinces, the defertion of a few individ- 

* ualsj therefore, will not alarm me."* 

Thus firm and conftant in his determination to enforce 
•bedience, Wciftaupt left Knigge under an interdict; he 
continued te tranfmfc all orders to him through the me- 
&vm of his inferiors; he even fo far fet him at defiance, 
as to refuft to give him the watchword and the quarter- 
ly fign; fo that lie might ahnoft look upon himfelf as ex- 
celled the Order. If he deigned to write to him, it was 
in a tone only calculated to add to his humiliation ; and 
Knigge himfelf actually thought all his intercourfe with 
tins overbearing Defpot had been broken off when he re- • 
caved a letter ftill more imperious and injurious than* 
ever. Phittfs anfwer is remarkable; and I will lay it be- 
fore my readers; not that I think it important to defcribe v 
all the jealoufies and inteftine broils that may very well 
ke called the rogues quarrel, but becaufe it (hows how 
well in the midft of all their difputes thefe fellows knew 
«ach other, and how they drew together when the mis- 
fortunes of nations were in queftion; it fhows alfo how 
they vied with each other, and placed all their merit in 
the deftru&ion of the altar and the throne, and in havino- 
abufed the confidence of Princes; fuch were the mighty 
deeds on which they grounded their rights of pre-emi- 
«cnce in their dark dens of rebellion, 

Thts letter from Knigge to Weiihaupt was written at 
focceffive periods during his excurfion from Frankfort to 
Cafe], to Brunfvrick, and Neuterhaufen. fie begins it 
dated at Caffel, 25th February, 1783. * * 

u An unforefeen circumftance occafions my writino* to 
u you. Read my letter without paffion, with impartiahtv, 
" and as coolly as you are able. I own that, as late even 
** as yefterday, until I had received your Excellency's let- 

* ter I little thought we were ever to correlpond to<*eth- 

* er again. I am perfectly refolved to wait but for one 

* Original Writings, Vol. II. Let, 8, to Cat: 
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.** more anfwer; and if it is in the fame tone that ytit 
u have lately taken with me, nothing (hall hinder m£ 
c< from abfolutely breaking off all connexion with yotil 
« Do not pretend to think that this is an idle threat. I 
<c am aware that you can do without me ; but I alfo know; 
5 C or am at leaft willing to think, that your confeience will 
5 C rife in judgment againft you, if you continue without 
cc reafon to reject a man who has been your moft active 
ic co -operator. What am I to underftand when you fay 
5f that you can begin the whole over again, and that with 
* c new agents? To be fure you may try; but were you 
u really to undertake it, you would ceafe in my eyes to 
<c be that man whom I was willing to believe endowed 
fct with prudence. The points to which I wifh to call 
cc your attention require a general view of our refpective 
" fituations. Let us addrefs each other freely. 

u You have injured me; you know it; but you will 
<c not own it, becaufe you are afraid of lofing your con- 
. u fequence were you to fay, I have really behaved fhame- 
, cc fully ill to that man. You wifh to perfuade both your- 
<c felf and others that you are indifferent to my ftaying 
" with you or not, for that I am not fit for fo great an 
" undertaking ; though you well know, that we both have 
11 our failings; that men muft be taken as they are; that 
iC no one would proceed far, if he were to change co-ope- 
" rators every fix months. To make fhort of the matter* 
u you would be forry to fee me abandon you, and found 
a another foe iety; but you are unwilhng to appear to 
*' ftand in need of me. , 

• " Now for Me: I have not the vanity to pretend, that 
K a man of a fuperibr underftanding to my own fhouM 
cc fo debate himfelf as to afk me pardon. But I could wifh 
<c you to reflect on the following circumftances : — I am 
cc certain that I have acted according to my confeience* 
" and on a folid plan. I defy any perfon to point out to 
" me thofe indifcretions by which I am fuppofed to have 
u done the Order irreparable evil. So far from it, I have 
" engaged men of the molt tranfeendant merit in its ier^ 
tt vice. If in many hundred recruits any are to be found 
a who are not exactly what they ought to be, your own 
" conduct will plead my excufe, fince you have entrufted 
<c me with the government of five provinces, a perfon that 
* c you at prefent upbraid as a heedlefs giddy young fellow* 
w in fhort, I have acted as I ought to have done* That 
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♦ yoti fhould acknowledge this, I do not defire; but I 
** really, wifh to fee you convinced of it. Our union fbould 
"be grounded on a reciprocal and boundlefs confidence* 
<* —If you are unwilling to grant me yours, remember at 
cc leaft that I am not to be led like a machine. I there- 
** fore retire* not through an ill-judged delicacy* but be* 
** caufe I can be of no ufe to you, and that I know perfons 
tt to whom I can be of great ufe, and who place unbound* 
tt ed confidence in me. 

<c Now to the point: / can inform you, that lafl night 
<l I brought my grand plan to ajlate oj maturity* Markme, 
_** therefore: fince I have quitted the government of my 
cc provinces, great things have been the objecls of my /#- 
tt bars^ letters, and conferences* For this week pafi I 
c< have had here (at Caffel) fever al private interviews 
?< with the P— C— or H— C— ," (Prince Charles of 
u Hefle Caffel, brother in law to the King of Denmark)* 
11 All this taken together has enabled me to fulfil the fol- 
'" lowing promifes, provided J am treated as I think I 
** am entitled to fa." 

, Xhefe promifes of Knigge are nearly the fame as thofe 
already mentioned in his letter to &?*<?- Zwack. He adds* 
however, fome few points that are eflential •> for example, 
he does not only promife to difcover to the IllumineeS 
the. real objed of Mafonry and of the Rof crucians, but tb 
make it a part of the higher degrees of Weifhaup? s mys- 
teries. This addition is not an indifferent indication oil 
the occult myfteries of Mafonry. Without having been 
a Roficrucian, Philo-Kmgge had long applied to their 
anyfteries before his admiffion into Ulurninifm. He had 
ftudied them as Commander and Knight Templar, but had 
- not been able to dive into their lait myfteries. It was re- 
fer ved to Bode, to that man known by all Germany to 
have been one of their moft zealous and learned Mafons, 
to initiate Knigge in thefe myfteries 5 and we muft hence 
conclude, that few of the brethren were acquainted with 
them; but no fooner are they difcovered to Philo, than 
he conceives them to be worthy of being blended with 
thofe of Weifhaupt. Thefe occult myfteries, therefore, 
of the Roficrucians can fall little fhort of the baneful ma- 
ichinations of Illuminifin; and all that jealoufy that ftill 
rages between the Roficrucians and iJluminees may be 
iaid to be only a rivalfhip for hireling primacy. No long- 
er do I pretend to difpute with Brother Dupe on the ex- 
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Iftence of thefe hyJeous rnyfteries ; on the contrary, I wilf 
compliment him on his ftill hairing fufficient virtue left 
to be refufed admiflion; but I will infift on the abfolute 
jieceffity and duty of abandoning any afibciation that can 
have nurtured the abominable and impious plots, thedis~ 
covery of which is die caufc of fo much exultation in 
thefe arck-confpirators. 

On the feme conditions Knigge promifes Weifiiaupf 
to dif cover to the Order certain fecrets of Nature^ fecrett 
(fays be) at once ajianijhtng^ marvclhus r ifoA produftive^ 
and all this without being miracles.* He alfo fpeciJies 
the means by which the Wurainees are to acquire power 
and weakh ; it is tlu liherty and a licence to trade in Z>en. 
marky Holftein^ and other fiat es^ with the nee effkry funds 
for the enterprise* In fhort, his promifes againft ttieRo* 
iicrucians is accompanied with the promife of a power* 
ftii party againft the Jefuits.f 

This letter remained in his port-folio until his return 
from Caffel to Brunfwick; he there continues* it on the 
joth of March; « The D~~ F~ of B— , (Duke Fer, 
** dinand of Brunfwick) has called me to this town te 
* c confer with me on different fubje£b. I will fay more 
iC of this on a future occafion, let us revert to the moft 
* c preffing bufinefs, I have already faid it, and I repeat it 
<c again without any difguife, here are my conditions; If 
** you reftore me to your confidence, ail will be term** 

* nated, and this whole bufinets remains afecret between 
44 us. From this inftant I not only engage to attach my- 
* c (elf ftronger than ever to the order, but I alfo promifil 
a and guarantee to it a power of which it can have na 
" conception, 

" Should you refufe to rely on me, from that inftant 

* our union is diffolvedj I ere£t another fociety on mudl 
ic ltroii2;er bonds. But no threats. Think of it, and weigh 
« it coolly." 

Knigge alfo takes time to refleft; and on the afcth of 
March he continues from Neuterhaufen: u I am here a* 
u gain. . . Once more I fay, if you know your own inter* 
ct ejl the world is ours\ if not, may the confequences of 
u your fcandalous proceedings fall upon you. But noj 
4t i Hill rely on your prudence, fate leads us admirably. I 

* Erftaunltch und eintraglicb, obgleich keine wunder. 
t tine mkchtige parthey gegen jeftyitea* 
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great things before me; I hav* procRgiotls ones 
view.*—— It is in your power to partake of them; I 
have not as yet tafesn a fingle ftep agairift you. 1 hope 
tyour condu& will give me reafon to write to Athens^ 
*that I had formed a wrong opinion of you/' 

On the 27th of the fame month another poftfeript iti 

the following terms: " I was juft going to knd my let- 

• ter, when I received this Order, which you fend me by 

«* F. . . Oh ! you ought not to have taken fuch a ftep. 

tt You wWh then to drive me to all extremities ? Upon 

« my word you will gain nothing by it* Reflect on the 

* importance, I may venture to fay, that 1 have given to 

u your aftbeiation* Were I now to difcover to certain , 

" perfons your whole hiftory,and your principles fo dan* 

tt gerous for the tuorldy and declare that I was obliged 

" to moderate them by every means in my power, who 

" would not fhun you ? What is your degree of Epopt in 

u eomparifon with your mtans of attaining a good objett 

H (dtet is to fay in comparifon to the principle, all means 

u &re good vlhen the end is good?)~+* What is k, I fay, 

tt when compared with your fcandakms injuftice towards 

u Woker and Levelling ? — O ! what are men?— Good 

*<Jod I were you a Jefuit yourfelf i I tremble to think 

"of k; but fbould that be the cafe all Hell fhould hot 

K fave you from my claws." 

Loft Poftfeript of the 31ft: " Do not hurry yourfelf 

* to anfwer me. Cato may tranfmit certain things to you 
%i that may make you change your mind- Take care of 

* yourfelf cave ne cadas. Vengeance is a thing that I 

* (hall with great difficulty refift."* 

* All thefe fetters depict Knigge as an adept determin- 
ed to withdraw himfelf at length from the defpotifm of 
the modern Spartacus\ not indeed to abandon his plots, 
Wt m order to lay the bafis of new affociations of Con- 
spirators: In the midft of all thefe broils, it is worthy of 
remark, that the injured competitor in his letters to Wci- 
ftaupt and to Zwack intermixes anfwers and advice ori 
every thing that can tend to propagate the Order, In his 
poftfeript of the 26th of March, forgetting on a fudden 
all his anger againft- Weifhaupt, he informs him, that 
brother Accatius folicits letters of recommendation and 
directions to the Brethren of Italy for another adept who 

9 Orig. Writ. Vol. II. Let. t, *, and^t from fhlk. 
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is going to fecond Brother Hannibal in his miffion ta 
thofe countries. cc This affair r ((ays Knigge) is of the 
<c higbeft importance to the Order; for our man is an 
* 4 excellent Scrutator; andldoafiure you that fpecial good 
<c news is come relating to the Monks of Italy." Moil 
certainly, di icon tented Monks of the ft amp of Dom Ger- 
les might be found there; but before they could be en- 
rolled an article of the Code which excludes them from 
the Order was to be difpenfed with, As I have already 
obferved, however, Knigge was always lefs fcrupulo us 
than Weifhaupt on the article of exceptions. In thefe 
fame letters he warns the Areopagites to pay particular 
attention to the , affairs of the Order at Vienna; and in- 
forms them, that he has important news from that coun- 
try; and with refpecl to Poland, though he may be ac- 
quainted with no perfon who could forward the federa- 
tion, he had people at leaji in Livonia. And in his offi- 
cial reports we find that he had a miilionary in that part 
of Ruflia, who from fa great a diftance perhaps might not 
fend his ^uibus Licet s exactly and monthly \ but who 
would labor for the Order perhaps with more fucqcfs than 
any of its Apoftles.* 

Such tendernefs for the. welfare of the Order, and zeal 
for the propagation of its plots, evidently demonftrates 
that Knigge, fo far from abandoning it, expected to re- 
♦ affume his former rank. It appears ftill clearer in the let- 
ter he wrote to Cato by the very fame poft, byAvhichhc 
had fent all his menaces to Weifhaupt; < c \ have great 
cc views indeed for our Order, and tha.t makes me forget 
" all the injuries I have received from Spartacus. I 60 
* c not wift him to own that he is in the wrong, but only 
« that he fhould know that the fault lies with him," The 
letter ends by conftituting Cato judge of the conteft.f- * 
Weifhaupt needed no more to convince him that this 
warfare would terminate to his advantage. * He did not 
wifh to lofe Philo y but ftill lefs could he bear him as a 
rival. * c If Philo (Weifhaupt fays to Zwack) will return 
* c to me, and confefs that he is in the wrong, he will find 
<c me fuch as I formerly was in his regard. But for your 
* c part do not fhow the leaft eager nefs to reclaim him. I 
w wifh to prove to hirn that I can do without bim$ his 

* Aber er wild wiirken wie noch keiner gewurkt hat. 
f Wor Liber fie, befst$r Cato! Richter ftyn mogep. 
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u vanity muft not be, flattered; he wants to be entreated; 
" and it is exa&ly for that reafon that he fhould not be 
a entreated. — If he has the good, of the caufe at heart, he 
u will return of his own accord, and I will receive him 
* with open arms."* 

The good of the caufe, as Weifhaupt calls it (that is, the 
propagation and triumph of Illuminifm with all its impi- 
ous plots), was evidently as dear to Knigge as to him- 
felf. This mutual bias to crime reconciled them together 
again, at leafty for a fpace of time fufficient to acquire for 
iDuminifm the greater part of that authority which'Knigge 
had promifed to the Areopagites. It is true, that he tells 
us he had obtained his difmiiiion, and an honorable tefti- 
mony of his fervices. It may be a fact that he received 
his difmiffion, as he fays, on the exprefs conditions, that 
he would never undertake any thing detrimental to the 
interefts or plans of the Iliuminees 5 that he would keep 
a profound lilence with refpeel: to the fecrets of the Breth- 
ren; that he would never do any thing that could com- 
mit the fuperiors, and not even fo much as name themjf 
but certain it is, that the date coincides with the time of 
the difcoveries made at Munich, which muft have induc- 
ed him to take fuch precautions as he judged neceflary 
to avoid being implicated with the other chiefs of the Il- 
iuminees. He declares that he received his conge on the 
firft of June, 1784, and the firft decrees iflued by the E-, 
le&or of Bavaria againft Secret Societies bear date of the 
twenty- fecond of the fame month. Four months after we 
fee P/?//0-Knigge mentioned by Weifliaupt as an adept, 
without the leaft allufion to his retreat, and this may cre- 
ate fome doubt at leaft as to the date. Whatever may 
have been the cafe, fourteen months elapfed fiom the time 
of their grand difputes, till that when Knigge declares he 
broke off all connection with the Iliuminees. Hereafter 
We (hall fee what is to be underftood by this pretended 
dereliction of his former Brethren. It is however certain, 
that during thofe fourteen months, he but too well enti- 
tled himfelf to the gratitude of the Sedt by the new fer- 
vices he rendered, and more particularly by his intrigues 
With Bode, by means of which he confummated Wei- 

. * Original Writings, Vol. II. Letter 44. 
f Seine obern weder zunennen noch^zu compromiuiren. 



Digitized 



by Google 



138 antisocial Conspiracy; 

fiiaupt's plan of confederation or of intrufion ill all the 
Lodges of Germany. 
The fede- The grand obftacle to thefe plans was the jealoufy of 
ration of the RoficrucianSj of the Brethren of the Strift Obferv- 
the Ma- ance ^ and Q f ^ pkil a /etes> calling themfel ves the Theofo- 
Jiluminees P n * Ca ^ Hluminees. But the acqtiifttionof Bode; Knigge's 
coctinued. frequent vifus to their Highneffes the Duke Ferdinand 
ofBrunfwick and the Prince Charles of Heffe-Caffel; 
the manner in which he impofed on thefe two chiefs of 
German Mafonry ; the influence acquired by Pkilo thro* 
the means of Bode over the Commiffaries who were nam- 
ed at Willemlbaden to frame the laws, are circumftances 
more than fufficient to account for his fuccefs in fpite of 
fucb numerous opponents. When Bode was thoroughly 
convinced that Illuminifm, fo far from being an invention 
of Jefuits and Priefts, was no other than a moft determine 
ed confpiracy againft Princes and the Priefthood§ which 
he equally hated; when he beheld the means of it£ deve«* 
loping themfel ves in the degrees of Epopt and of Regent, 
he then had no other view than to perform the promifc 
he had made to Knigge, to dedicate his life entirety to the 
fervice of the Order, and particularly to have its interefts 
at heart in the framing of the new Code. Never Was 
promife more religioufly kept, nor attended With greater 
fuccefs. With refpe& to thofe Brethren whofe antique 
myfteries perpetually recalled to their minds Equality and 
Liberty, nothing could be more feducing than Knigge'd 
circular letter on Ecleclive or Elective Mafonry. Many 
Lodges had of their own accord acceded.to his federation; 
Bode introduced its laws into the new Mafonit Ritual 
It was on feeing thefe laws that the Mafon who beft fbre^ 
law their confluences exclaims, in the bitternefs of his 
heart: " Oh, my Brethren! At what point (hall I be- 
n gin, or where (hall I end, when I fpeak to you of that 
tt Bode known among the Hluminees by the name of A* 
a melius ? Judge, my Brethren, of the important, I would 
u fay difaftrous iervices he went to render them; he, who 
a has been in habits of intimacy with fo many of our 
a Brethren; he who had taken fo great a lead in moil of 
u our general meetings ; he, who, under an aftectatiofrof 
u good nature and of German uprightnefs, concealed a 
" heart replete with the moft heinous impiety, and afran« 
<c tic enthuliafm for NatUralifm ; he, again, who hadtak* 
w en offence at the Brethren of the Striff Qhfervanii be- 
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* caufe they had itot fatiated his ambition. What an ae- 
u quifiticm in all refpe£ts was this man for the Illumi- 

* nees !— His firft efforts were dire&ed againft us. He 

* a&ed where Knigge could not gain admittance. // was 
V through his means that the Illumine es gained their as- 
** cendency in the new fy/lem that was to have been efta* 
M blijbed at Willemjbaden\ that they gained admittance 
u into our Direftories\ and that they fucceeded in frater- 

* nixing with the greater part of our Brethren of the 
* c Strict Qbfervance. His Infinuator Knigge had left^iim 

* no alternative but to bring over Free-mafonry to this 
a unfortunate alliance, or to crufh the Brotherhood. To 
** the aftonifbment and grief of every true Mafon, it was 
tt by the combined efforts of Bode and Knigge, that the 
<c greater part of the Lodges throughout Germany were 
" tainted and infe&ed with this baneful Jlluminifm."* 

I often meet with fimilar avowals and lamentations in 
the different letters and memorials that I have received 
from German Mafons, heretofore zealous for the honor 
of their Brotherhood; but now lamenting the intrufion of 
the Bavarian peft among them. Some few Lodges, how-* 
ever, held out againft it. That of Berlin, called oj the > 

Three Globes^ in 1783, publiftied a circular letter, ana- 
thematizing all Brethren who Ihould pretend to degrade 
Free-mafonry fo as to transform it into a fociety of men 
comparing againft their God and their country." Whe- 
ther this Lodge had not been initiated into the laft myfte- 
ries of the Rolicruciaps and other confpiring degrees, or 
whether this anathema was but a (ham, the circular let- 
ter had but little effedt. The intrufion continued, and 
became fo general, that the illuminizing Se<Sl in its in- 
ftniclions to the Directing Illwninees makes ufe of die 
following formidable expreifions: u Of all the legitimate 
a Lodges in Germany, there is only one that has not 
<c coalefcsd with our Superiors, and this Lodge has been 
u obliged to fujpend its labors."t 

This declaration does not imply that the greater num- 
ber of the Brethren were already illuminized, but only de- 
notes that the Superiors, whether Majlers, Wardens, or 
Treafurers, of almoft every Lodge had entered into the 
federation with Weifhaupt. — But what an awful afpect 

* Difcourfe of a Mailer on the ultimate fate of Free-mafonry. 
t Degree of Dire&ing Uluminee, Seel. 3, No. 5. 
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does this fubtertaneous power prefent ! — A multitud 
emiflaries and agents difperfed throughout the tenet 
receffes of Mafonry. The Superiors once gained overj 
Lodges would make but a feeble and ihort refiftanc 

The greater part of thefe fucceffes were to be attrS 
cd to jPA/Vfl-Knigge; neither did he hide thofe pretenfj 
that could indicate the rival. Weifliaupt could not be 
the moft diftant appearance of rivality; new conte' 
rofe between the two chiefs. Knigge at length abandoil 
or pretended to abandon, the Order. It does not ap 
that Weifliaupt fhowed the leaft regret. His power fei 
ed to be built on foundations that could not be (hake 
any ftorm : — At was no longer confined to a corner of ( 
many.* The Danube and the Rhine could no lofl 
bound it. In the North and the Eaft he had his eo * 
ries, in Holland, Poland, and Livonia, f His apoftl* 
the South had already advanced from Milan to Venii 
On the Weft he was beginning his attacks on Franc 
the way of Strafbourg*§ But juft at this period was \ 
paring that ftorm which in the annals of the Se& fhatf 1 
called the Third Epoch. > 

* That the reader may form a clear and precife idea of tl 
wanner in which thefe different Lodges and Illuminees onthd 
feveral millions correfponded with their chief, I think it rig] 
N to fubjoin the Geographical and Political Chart of the Sea 
fuch as it was drawn out by Knigge in the Original Writing! 
1 know this plate only comprehends Germany, and that witfi 
out the Auftrian Provinces, " becaufe (fays Knigge) theBretm 
ten ofthqfe Provinces have petitioned to have a feparate Natk\ 
at Director.** But every reader can apply a fiimilar one \ 
any other date. To complete it, I have added Weifliaupt i 
direct communication with the Areopagites, and the latter wid 
the National Directors. — A very flight infpeclion will fuffice i 
mow, how inftruclions, communications, &c. pafs to and ikhJ 
the General, down to the Scotch Directories, and from thel 
ter to the lowed individual of Illuminifm. 

f Philo's Rericht. 

J See Juridical Depofitions made at Munich. 

§ Original Writings, Vol. II. Letter 13, to Cato t a8th Jai 
uary, J78j» 
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CHAP. VII. 



Third Epoch of Illuminifm* 

Difcovery of the Seel. £ 

IT was not without reafon that Weifhaupt had exprefi- 
ed his apprehenfions as to the precipitate manner in 
which Knigge had admitted fo many candidates to the 
myfteries of the Sect: on the other hand, Knigge might 
with equal reafon upbraid Weifhaupt with want of pru-. 
dence in recommending to the adepts fuch books as thofe 
publifhed under the name of Boulanger; and thus difclo- 
fing his atheifm previbus to the laft myfteries.* But fuc- 
cefs had fo emboldened Weifhaupt, that he kept no far- X e C5C "|. 
ther refer vc on. the fcore of religion, even with his Mi- ln^hi? 
nerval fcholars ; and fo early as the year 178 1, the court ifm furmi- 
of Bavaria entertained fome fufpicions of this new Se£t. fed. 
It had even ordered certain inquiries to be made; but the 
llluminees had art enough to baiflle thefe inquefts.f— 
Left, however, any enquiries fhould at any future time Wei- 
take place, Weifhaupt bethought himfclf of making the fhaupt's 
Ele&or the tutelarly adept of his confpiracies. « I am of means "* 
"opinion (would he write to his Areopagites) that in f n g V a ny" 
" order to ltrengthen ourfelves, you fhould fend a depu- procefs. 
<c tation to the Eledfcor, to offer him the Protectorate of 
" the Ecleflic Lodges. The Brethren Ulyjfes y Apollo^ 
" and fome others of the moft diftinguifhed members, 
u even Celfus for inftance, might be deputed for this pur- 
" pofe. Should the Prince accept it, we (hall be effedhi- 
" ally fkreened from any future perfecution, and nobody 
" will then be afraid of joining you, or of frequenting 
* your Lodges."! 

The reader may eafily judge how fuch a deputation 
would have been received by the Elector, when he is in- 
formed of the manner in which he had formerly received 
1 a fimilar propofition while reliding at Manheim. One of 
his rninifters at that time, under a far more plaufible pre- 

* Original Writings, Vol. II. Let. », hottk-Pbilo to Cato* 

f Ibid. Let. c, from Epifietus. 

X Orrg. Writ. Let. 1, to Epifletut, 7th Feb. 1783. 
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tence, propofed to him to call to his court the moft famous 
Philofophers of the day, an4 to grant penfions to thefe 
pretended great men, after the example of Lewis XIV. 
who had been the protestor of the learned men of his age. 
The glory of fuch an undertaking feemed at firft to flat- 
ter the Prince; but on confulting men of real learning he 
foon perceived that fuch a meafure would only end in 
^ multiplying a Se£t equally inimical to their God and 
their country \ and Charles Theodore would no longer 
hear of the frote&orfhip of Philofophifm. This anec- 
dote was fent to me by a perfon who heard it from the 
very minifter that had made the propofition to the Eleftor. 

It is not underftood how the court Of Munich acquired 
its firft knowledge refpe&ing Illuminifm ; the informa- 
tion it received was not fufTicientJy explicit indeed to de- 
fcribe the fpirit of the Seft, but it gave a general idea of 
the danger of fecret focieties. On tie 22d of June 1784* 
His Ele&oral Highnefs publifhed an Edi& abfolutely for- 
bidding all fecret communities^ focieties^ and confraterni* 
tie s y other than thofe by law eftabli&ed. The u neon ta- 
rn inated Mafons (hut up their Lodges; the Illuminized 
Mafons, who had many of their adepts about the court ? 
thought themfelves ftrong enough to bid defiance to the 
Edict, and continued their meetings. A work publifhed 
by Mr. Babo, a Profeflbr at Munich, entitled The firjf 
Warning on Free-mafonry, began to difclofe more clearly 
the plans of the new adepts. Soon after the Count Jo- 
feph Torring made a more vigorous attack on them. The 
Illuminees not only wrote apologies in anfwer to thefe 
attacks, but fet many other engines to work, the artifice 
of which cannot be better defenbed than by Weilhaupt's 
own letters to his adepts. 

" Liften for a moment to my advice, (he writes on the* 
" 18th December, 1784). If any inquiry be fet on foot, 
"I am of opinion that none of the Chiefs fhould fuffer 
" themfelves to be led into the detail and particulars of 
" the Order; and they muft pofitively declare, that no 
" power on earth fhould force them to make any difcove- 
" ries excepting to the ElecStor perfonally : the two de- 
" grees of the higher myfteries (hould then be fubmitted 
" to him. At leaft fuch {hall be the line of condudt which 
" I vvjII hold, if ever I am called upon. You will then 
u fee what a happy turn our affairs will take. You have 
11 read what Brother D . . • thought of the firft degree. 
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44 I am certain the Ele&or will view it in the fame light, 

44 1 pJace all my hopes in the goodnefs of my caufe. Bold- 

41 ly and without the leaft apprehenfion, I can declare be- 

4< forehand, that if I am to fall it (hall be in an honorable 

u manner, though it were to coft me my head. Deport 

44 yourfelves in the fame manner, and inftil courage into 

44 the others. This is an admirable opportunity of fhew- 

44 ing your magnanimity; do not let it pafs by without % 

44 avail! I have mentioned my plan for the Ele&or to Bro- 

44 ther Cromwell^ and he augurs fortunately from it: — but 

44 he very well knows that fuch a meafure will only be 

44 reforted tp-in the laft extremity." 

What an extraordinary mode of defence muft this ap- 
pear to thofe who do not know that thefe two degree* 
which he intended to (how to the Elector were the cor- 
refied ones, fuch as he had prepared for Princes and cer- 
tain other candidates who would have been difgufted with 
them in their real ftate. Sometimes the whole of that ^ 

part relating to the myfteries, and the difcourfes of the 
Hierophants, were retrenched, and nothing but the idle 
ceremonial preferved^ A fecond letter of Weifhaupt's to 
his Areopagites dated the 2d February 1785, will more 
clearly explain the whole of this artifice. 44 My Brethren 
€C (he fays), the ftep you are going to take is proper, and 
<4 fuch as the circumftances require. The Memorial of 
4< our Menelaus (Werner, Counfellor at Munich) is 
44 very fine and very judicious. I only wifli you to* add, 
44 that you will {how your degrees to nobody but to the 

* Ele&or$ and thofe that may be fubmitted to his infpec- 
^tion are — ift, The Novice; 2dly, The Minerva I $ 
€i 3<%5 The Minor llluminee. [Not a beneath** the words 
u dummjler monch (ftupid monk) are to be changed into 
* c dummjler menfeh (ftupid men]. 4thly, The Major IU 
4C luminee entire, except thefe words, which you will ef- 

* face : the Priefls and bad Princes are in our way. 
44 5thly, The Directing llluminee ; but in this degree 
44 you will only fhow the ceremonial of the reception, and 
44 my difcourfe * not a word oj the reft, 6thly, The de- 
44 gree of Priejl or Epopt; here you will onlyjhow our 
" inftrutlions that relate tofciences\ and you will care- 
44 fully read thofe over, lejl any allufion or reference to tht 
« reft /bouldfubfifi. 

44 As all the packets for Ephefus (Ingolftadt) are open* 
44 ed* I plainly fee that I am the psrfon at wham they aim* 
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li To-morrow I will write to jflfred (the minifter Sein- 
u fheim) ; and that letter will inform the court before- 
- c< hand how I mean to behave on this occafion. Openly 
u declare to the Elector, that the Order is a produce of 
11 his ownjlatcs, and that Jam the author of it. Then 
i a the whole affair will turn upon me j but 1 am much 
"miftaken if they will proceed to a perfonal inqueft until 
^f u they have further proofs, which can only be acquired 
" by opening the letteis. Show yourfclves, great, firm, 
ct and undaunted. My conducl will prove to you what I 
4C can be. In the inftru&ion for the degree of Epopt take 
" greit care of that part that relates to Hiftory\ leave 
u nothing that can lead to the difcovery of the theft com- 
cc mi tied on the Archives." 
He is dis- All thia artifice, however, proved ufelefs. The court 
covered had acquired fufficient proofs to take fuch fteps againft* 
an ^ r f |l s " the hero of the Se£l as prudence might require. A few 
^ ' days after he had written thefe inftructions to his Areo- 
pagites, he was difmiffed from his chair of Profeffor of 
Laws in the Univerlity of Ingolftadt ; only, however, 
as a famous Majier of Lodges ', and as difobedieat to the 
Edi& fuppreffing all fecret focieties. The myfteries of 
his Lodge had not yet tranfpired ; it was only known, 
that feveral members of his illuminifm, difgufted with 
his doctrines or his plans, had abandoned his Lodges as 
early as 1783. Among others were to be found Co- 
sandey a Pricft, and the Abbe Renner, both of them 
Brofeflbrs of the Litter a humaniores at Munich. But$ 
great as might be the horror which they had conceived 
of what they had feen of the Se<5t without having attain- 
ed the grand myfteries, it does not appear, that they had 
as yet taken any fteps againft it j at leaft they had not 
given fuch details as'mightdiredf the arm of the law. On 
the 30th March 1785, however, they received a fummons 
Juridical from His Electoral Highnefs, and from the Bifhop of 
depofi- Freyiinguen, to appear before the Tribunal of the Ordina- 
t wo tiki- ry,and there to declare whatever they might have obferv- 
roinecs. €( * m tne S e & °f Muminees contrary to religion and good- 
morals. Nobody, even then, had the leaft idea that the 
confpiracy was pointedly, directed againft the government. 
Meiirs. Cofandey and Renner made their depofitions, 
the one on the 3d the other on the 7 th of April follow- 
ing. I muft give extracts from both, though perfectly 
agreeing with each other. That made by Mr, Cofandey 
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$fc- mart -ample bn> the -principles of the Illuminees, while 
Mr. Renner^defceiids more particularly into their confu- 
tation and the education of their pupils. I fhall therefore 
begin by an extract from- the latter; and then revert to 
that made hy Mr, Cofandey, 

Jaridical &epofition biade by the Profeffhr RlNNER on 

the IMuminees. * 

... After hav'mg ftatqd the orders he had received to ap- 
.pear before the Tribunal, and the fubject on which he 
vwas to^give evidence, Mr. Renner begins by declaring 
ithat ...... 

u The Order of the Illuminees muft be diftinguiffied 
.■f c /rOm-that o,f the Ffee-mafqns. But this diftin&ion is a 
" fecret to mere JVJafqns, as well as to Illuminees of the 
_ <c Minenval degreef.' I was myfe|f in the dark refpecting 
* l it, until^ after a\Jpng trial, they thought proper to ad- 
f 4 vance" one to the degree of Minor Illumine** the firft 
" degree jn. which they take ,the name of Illumine e. I 
y- waseyetj cpnftituted Superjo* pver a fmaU number of ' 
* the Brethre^' 

v Hert the depqnenjt, who. thought he was to become a 
Mafowop his>firft entrance into the Se<S, learns that he 
.is not yet one; and tells* us, that many of the Brethren 
had complained heavily that {hey had not been admit- 
ted as yet to the Intermediary Degrees. He hiinfelf 
js admitted to : them, and does not find them fatisfadto- 
*/y : burhe add?, <<k The advantage I reaped from them 
>S C was, that- J difcoyergd the benefits which theQrderde- 
? c riv$d from Free-mafonry, The Illuminees fear no- 
* c . thing- fa niuqh *s to be known under that name. Ti^ey 
^^affuine.the cjoak of Mafonry, only becaufe they believe 
Kth^mfejyes more fe£ ujre when mafked under the appear^ 
{Lance of an afibciation that is looked upon a$ infignifi? 
i* cant^-— J'he Mafonic Lodges, according to their ex- 
* c preffion, only contain the drofs of the people (der trofs 
- • c J r 9P leu'ten) or (he bulk of the army, among whom a 
J" few perions> rpay be found, that may look upon them- 
V" fclves a? very happy, after long and fevere trials, to be 
& fecretly admitted inco the fan&uary of the Qrder, Ail 
ft the other Free-mafons, Apprentices, Fellow-crafts, and 
.** Ivjafons, arc tp content themfelves with idle ceremo? 
•fit f4es',.ajid {papua under *he yoke, either becaufe tbeif 

- 
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* eyes are im ftrong enough to bear the lighten 
44 their love for *he Order, and their :fecrccy, two e&nciai 
* c rVquifites in every adept, cawwit be Efficiently depend*. 

* ed on. When o»ce *bey are condemned to linger ift 
w obfcurity, they can never 'have hopes of rifing tothe 
44 myfteries j and this is exprefled by the fiiperiors in the 
14 following feme nee, Rx jfrftrm nulla £/? JtedewpUo. 

* ct Meantime thefe MafoiJS, without knowing it, are 

44 under the direction of the Illumrnees* who reap great 
** advantages from their reputation and their ♦ riches— 
* 4 Thefe men (fey She Superiors) are fufficiently recorrh- 
*• penfed by being ad mi ttcd to -con verie with the adapts dF 
" light, and to learn enough from ftich conversions to 
u appear eniightcd 'to the propbane* 

<c The Ukiminees, who at firft only fcow tbemfelves 
tc under the appearance of a literary {ociety r gave them- 
44 felves the following conftitution; Their Order is ftib. 
4C divided in*o>di'fferent clafles, called degrees, •becaufe the 
u light expands itfclf according tothefe clafle$.~ The firft 
i4 degree is a fort of Noviciate, though every perfon re- 
44 ported as >infwuated % and recommended by fomewem- 
a ber of the Order as worthy ot being admitted, rttu'fc 
cc have been prepared and infhuftod toa*ceftatn paint by 
" his Infinuator or Recruiter. It is a coriftanrnilein the 
'* Order> that every Candidate &ould undergo a year** 
44 trial, that his Jntinuator may obferve hkn accurately,. 
44 according to the regulations of the Order, and in a Qui* 
44 bus Licet draw an exacl picTwe of his perfon, his cha*». 
« ra&er, his talents, and bis conduct, if the Candidate 
«* is judged to be worthy, he is admitted into thecals of 
44 Preparations. — In my time there were two of this ha- 
44 ture, called Churches. Each was directed by Four men r 
44 forming what was calkd the Mag'tfiraty. They 'were 
<4 the Superior^ the Cenfor* the T^eafurer^wi ifae Stcre- 
** : taryi and all thefe were adepts of higher degtees.— 
-« We held at leafl: one meeting every month, ^at which 
44 all the members of the fame Church were to -attend, to 
r " give their Superiors a fcaledleiter direfled Sjktibits i£i- 
-" cetj Soliyor Primfy containing an exact ftatement oftbe 
" condu£t,difcourfc, &c. of thofe whom they h&debferveJ 
* c during the month,* 

44 No member is d?ipenfed from thefe $htibu$ Licetty 
* 4 which afcend from Degree to Degree, and areotlly open- 
« etf by thofe who'have-a right to*ead 4hem. The -other 
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*t occupations, of the meeting were/after forne ceremonies, 
44 to read the ftatutes, a few paflages from the ancient Phi* 
44 lofopher^and a.difcoi*rie on various fubje&s, comp.ofed 
44 by the differ$njt members in rotation. As, the Brethren 
44 in, general do not life© religion, the greater liberty th* 
44 waiter ufes on. thai fubjtft, he is. the more applauded^ 

* and actywres a higher repu.tatiQA qf b^ing enlightened. 
44 SometuaeSL however* tbe pr^fewe of certain brethren* 
44 ci&her feeUk as yet, or not tQ be sntireiy depended upon* 

* caufe th$ Superiors, at fuch tenures tQ give figns of ap-* 
4( patent diffa&sfa&iQn. It would bo a violent breach of 
44 thoir policy to give way to intemperate language, and 
44 to exprefs the principles of the Order too openly, as 
44 each, meiafrqr might look upon fuch talk as a part of 

* thok fyftewu 

44 Taairoid fafpicion, and to attain their ends more cer-* 
44 tainly^they hold weekly meetings, whence all ceremony 
44 and conftratnt is difcarded. Here the pupils hold dis- 
44 notations a*npng themselves on all forts of fubjcdls. It 
44 is on thefe occafions that the fuperiors, and thofe who 
44 have irnbibed the true principles of the Order, fneer at 
44 what th$y <ft)l Religious Prejudices; far in their Ian- 
44 guage every thing that can obftru£fc their views zvepre- 
44 fudiaz* It IS thfttx that by means of the moft fed t icing 
41 fubterfuges they rqprefent their principles in fuch poign- 
01 ant language, that the moft timid, encouraged by their 
44 example, and purified from a!] drofs and religious pre- 
judice, become perfectly like the reft- He that can 
44 withftand fiaqh attifrce is a man lull in the eyes of the 
44 Order. 

44 That which made the greateft impreffion on me, a- 
44 mong tht Illuminees^ was certainly their method of 
44 binding down thgir adepts and fubduing their minds. — 
44 They extoll the greatnefs and power of the Order; they 
44 fpeakof its dignity with the utmoft refpe<5t; they ftun 
44 you with the moft magnificent promifes, and allure you 
44 of the proteSion of great, perfonages ready to do every 
44 thing for the advancement of its members at the re- 
44 commendation of the Order; till at length. each pupil 
4/4 really coafiders, or appears to confider, the intereft of 
41 Illuminifm as his own, and views all the proportions 
44 and orders he receives from his, fuperiors asdutics which 
* 4 he has to fulfill. Should a pupil under this idea have 
44 the misfortune to declare, in a £hiibus Licet \ a Prim\ 
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u or a Sou, fome mifconduct of his own, or Tome fecre£* 
** that he has been entrufted with or that he has extortea*' 
a from any body, the unhappy confident is loft to him- 
ct felf, for he thenceforth belongs' wholly to the Seft.— i* 
tt When once they Have thus tied him down} they affume 
a a very different tone with him. They care Very little 
" about him ; c He may abandon us (they fay)j we ftand id 
"no farther need of him.*— I do not think that any One has 
a yet dared or wiH ever dare to fhow the leaft difcontent^ 
"much lefs a defire to quit the Order; efpecially if he 
cc reflects on the dictatorial threat, •/* ^7// be in vain for 
" any prince to pretend to fave him whv $h all dare to be- 
u tray us.* 

u They fele& their pupils with great cautioned only* 
cc entice into their Order thofe whom they think can be 
a ufeful to the attainment of their ends.. Statefmen, per- 
44 fons diftinguifhed by rank or fortune, archiviftsj coun- 
4< fellors, fecretaries, clerks, profeflbrsj abbes, preceptors^ 
" phyficians^ and apothecaries^ are always welcome candi- 
" dates to the Order. 

" The degree of Major Illuminee is, if I may make u(e 
cc of fuch an expreflion, a fchool in which the candidate ii 
44 trained like a true Bloodhound" \ . 

Here the deponent relates their method of watching 
their adepts, and of defcribing both them and the pro- 
phane. He alfo mentions fome few of the thoufand or 
fifteen hundred queftions that are to be anfwered on the 
character, the habits, &c. of any perfon whom an adept is 
ordered to fcrutinize. He then continues: 

"This method of enlightening the pupils always goes 
cc on ir.creafing in every degree; A brother may know 
" thofe of his ctafs and thofe of an inferior one* but, un- 
u lefs his Superiors have conferred on him the commiffion 
" of Dire6tor^ Vifitor, or Spy, all other adepts are, in their 
iC language, invijible to him; This* without doubt* is the 
" point that conftitutes the great ftrength of the Order. 
" The chiefs,by this method, watch an inferior without be- 
" ing known ; they know how far he is devoted to the Or- 
" der and true to his fecrecy; and a point of ftill greater 
<c importance is, that in cafe of any exploiion, (of which 
" they have been longappreheniive),aiidon all occafion$> 

* Kein Furfl Kann den fchiitfcen der uns verrath. 
f Wie die waiireo fpiirhunde abgciich'te't werderi* 
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* they can fugport the brethren \Vithoift any one enter- 
'" taining the leaft fufpicion of their being connected with 
♦* the fytfceoi} Jfince they are unknown even to the Bre- 
" thren v and of courfe to the prophane. , 

« There are men, and they may he eafily difcernedy who 
cc defend the Order (of Illuminifm) with great warmth^ 
u though they do not declare themfelves to belong to //.— 
« Such conduct certainly defer ves a little animadverfioru 
c< Either thefe defenders belong to the Order, or they do 
<c not ; if they do not, can they pretend to defend that 
** which they neither know nor have any poffibility of 
«* knowing. If they belong to the Order, that very cir- 
** cumftance renders them unworthy of belief* though they 
*5 fhould adduce as proofs fome few works thrown out to 
" baffle any attempt to inveftigate the plan of the Order, 
« or fhould proteft on their words of honor when they 
a fpeak fo highly in its praife. When a perfon comes fe- 
« c rioufly to confider the impoffibility of knowing any 
« thing of Illuminifm but by being a member of it, and 
" when we compare the many advantages derived from 
" their invifibility ; if we ftiould be tempted to draw 
u any concluiions on thefe defenders, we might (and that 
" .without reafoning ill.) fuppofe they belonged themfelves 
<c to the Order, and to that particular ipecies of adepts 
* c which the Illuminees term invifible"* 

After having thus given as much of the general plan - 
of the Illuminees as he could know without having been 
admitted to the higher degrees, the Deponent comes to the 
principles which the Superiors wifh to inculcate in their 
pupils ; and in the firft place he mentions the following, 
of which they have made a fori of proverb : 

* Und 2 war vonfener art der verfchwundenen, wie man fie 
in der ordens fprache nenrtt. — Were I to requefl certain En- 
glifh reviewers, and particularly Dr- Griffiths, or his afliftants 
in the Monthly Review, to read and weigh this obfervation of 
the German deponant, thofe gentlemen might perhaps with to 
retort it on me; but let them recollect, that when men who 
have aflbciated with robbers are feen to depofe againjft them, 
or when the writings of confpirators are produced in evidence, 
a perfon may eafily prove their criminality without being an 
accomplice. But you, Gentlemen, who were not with them, 
yet pretend to prove their innocence, will your a/Ternon inva- 
lidate the evidence of eye and ear witnefles '?— If you are of 
their party, all that can be concluded from your denials is, 
that you are itill very faithful and much devoted to them, finct 
in their defence you refill the demonftration of evidence. 
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*Tou* les Roit et tous les Prctret 
Sont des Fripons et des traitres.* 

With regard to Suicide) the Superiors preach It to their 
brethren to prepare them for mare tempefluous times.— 

* They have the art of reprefcnting filicide as fo eafy, and 

* fo advantageous in certain ciuumftanCes, that I ^oul4 
** not be furprized (fays Mr.'Renner) to fee fome adept 

? * carried away by the lure of a certain voluptudufnefs which 

H they pretend to be peculiar to filicide; and tbey even 

; .«• pretend to prove their affertions by examples. 

u But of all their deteftable principles the moft danger- 
" ous in my judgment is this : The end j u fit fie s the means, 
a In confequence of this morality, and according to 
* l THJEIR constant PR actice, the mere fufpicion that 
u a man will at any future period be in a pofition to ob- 
44 ftru& the views of the Order will be a fufficient reafon 

* to calumniate him* however virtuous he may be. They 
u will cabal to drive one man out of his place; they wift 
* c poifon another; a third they will affaffinate; in fhort^ 
** they will do any thing to attain their ends* Suppofe the 
u crime of the Illurninee fhould be difcovered, he always 
u has the Patet-exitus as a refource. It is only m baU 
C€ through the he-ady and he efcapes the rigor and ignomi- 
" ny of the law/' 

Mr. Renner next alludes to what the S eft calls its Mo- 
ral Government or Commiffton of Morals, or its FiJcaU 
* c This commifiion is a college formed of the moft able 
u and honeft men* that is in their language, of men chiefly 
<f belonging to the clafs of Invifibles y and who, enjoying; 
u the confidence of the fovereign, would, according to the 
u vices of their commifiion, inform him of the morals 
" and honefty of each of his fubje&s; but as probity is 
4< neceflary to fulfil the divers ftations of the ftate, each 
u perfon fhould be prepared beforehand for the office he 
<c is to occupy. An admirable planl But fhould they ever 
tt accomplish it, fhould their rule ever be adopted, what 
" would become of all thofe men who did not belong to 
u Hluminifm ? Happily, the plan is difcovered in times 
** otherwife they mipht have-verified what a Superior jufl: 
u returned from vifitini; a Superior of a higher degree 
u had foretold ; All the ' Pojll once properly filled in fuc~ 

# All kings ami all priefts are rafcals and traitor*. 
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* fl^rW ft each other, jhvuld the Order he ww/ptfcd vfbut 
"Jix hundred member^ no fmver an earth could re/ifi 
« them.' 9 

Mr. Rennet finifhes by declaring, that he is unacquaint- 
ed with the ultimate object -of the Order ; that the Supe- 
riors were perpetually talking of that objccl, belt never 
mentioned what it was. He believes it to be of : the ut- 
.moft confequence $ but he leaves e*ery one free to con- 
ceive, after what he has &id> how that obje& can accord 
with the civil and religious duties. He affirm* on oath 
the particulars contained in the above declaration, an4 
which he leaves written and figned by ;his own frand. 

Juridical } .Dtfojttivtts a/Mt .'Cos ande y, ^dJpril } r 7S5. 

My reafon for placing Mr. Renner's dqpoiition firft* 
was, hecaufe he is more explicit on the .government: of 
111 aminifau . while ; Mr. Cofandey chiefly -dwells on the 
principles of the Seel. After having ihown m a few 
words how Free-mafonry fery,e$as,a»cloak tQ the .Seel, 
how the candidate .is.gradually fettered in the bonds o/fclxs 
Superiors, and how dangerous muft be a.fervitudetomen 
who from principle wifli to appear idlers though in *he 
inoft active purfuitsj he proceeds wi$h the uiTfbrtunace 
Minervul to the degrees of MiwrwA Mo'pr Itiummeu 
M It is here (fays he ; ) that the pupil is a Uttie further -ini- * 
« tiated into the fyftems of the Order. Ifigh|,:however, 
<c is imparted to him but flowly, and with allpoffible pre- 
", cautions. He is here made acquainted with a greater 
" number of Adepts and Urwier-Superiorsi but theChtefc 
u always remain invi/UIe. 

" In order to be advanced to the higher degrees the 
" candidate muft, in the language of the Seel, have get' rid 
u of all religious prejudices, or at Jeaft he muft affumc 
<( the appearance of one who has fo done in theprefenee 
" of his .Superiors.; as no-religioni/? (foch is their expres- 
44 fton) can be admitted. to the higher degrees.* 

" The moft excellent Superiors are the perfons thtf* 
w give the ton in all thefe degrees. Their orders., their 
'" maxims, fheir opinions, their doflrines,are theifoul,'the 
iC ftandard, the fpirife the main fpring^f this inflitutton, 

* Dann kein Religionar (ctitiihrMTdTUck) wird'in.die'hSr 
litre gvad auf genoramen. 
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< c The lower clafs of Superiors and Chiefs,- are euhnmg 
lc knaves^and biacl^ and iyirerna^ic villains* or fometimes 
u mifled enthufiafts, fpurred on and abominably deluded 
5* by* the others. As apropf, I will relate iome. of their 
5< principles iii the forjan- of proverbs, which are never gi\H 
•*' en in writing, but are perpetually inculcated in the adepts 
C€ : by thefe Superiors. 

u I. When nature lays too heavy 4 burthen upon us^ 
* c it is to filicide that we are to apply for reliefs Patet 
** Exitus. An Jlluminee, they would tell us, ftouid 
* c make away with hjmfelf rather than betray his Order; 
«* and they alfo reprefenr. a fecret voluptUQuweis to be in* 
** herent to fuicide. 

^11. Nothing through redfoft^ every thing through 
a paffion, is their fccond maxim. The end, the propa- 
<c gation, and the advantage of their Order, fupplies in the l 
< c minds of the adepts the place of God, country, and con- 

* fcience, Every thing that obitrudts thejirogrefs of the 
<* Order is the blackeft treafon. 

"Ill, The end fanclifies the means. Thus calumny, 

* poifon,affaffi nation, treafon, revolt, wickedriefs, and any 
a thing that can lead to' this end, is laudable. 

Xi IV, No- Prince cahfave the man who dans to betray 
« ur. Things then are carried 6h in this Qrder that are 
« adverfe- to the interefts ^of Princes; things that from 
a their importance might be difc6vered to princes; fuch 
.* a difcovery (in the language of the Se£t) would be the 
" blackeft treafon ; and the trakor is beforehand threaten- 
<* €"d with vengeance. .• They muft alfo have means df de- 
& ftroying their accufers with impunity; and fuch means 
" are eafily furmiied, 

"Y.dll Kings and ail Priejls are rafcals and trai~ 
w tors ; and • in another place, All Priefis are knaves.— 
*< The t6tal annihilation of religion, of the love of the 
** -country, and of princes, enters into the plans of the II- 
■" luminees ; becaufe (fay they) religion as well as love of 
" the country, and of princes, reftrains the affe&ions of 
■* men to particular ftates, and diverts them from the more 
** extenfive views of Illiiminitm. 

' 4 > Among their plans I bbferved one which they called 
«*' their moral Empire or Governments Thjs government, 
*' which would throw the whole force of every ftate into 
V the hands of their college or council of Illuminifm, would, 
*v without any appeal to the prince) name to all prqoiOr 
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f* tions, and grant or refiife all the favors of the ftate.— 
*< By thele means thfcy would be entrufted with the abfo- 
** lute right of definitively pronouncing on the honefty or 
* c the capability of each individual. By thefe means too 
** all the prophane would be difcarded from the pourt and 
* other employments ; and, to ufe their expreflion, a holy 
tt legion would furround the prince, matter him, and dic- 

V tate his edicts according to their own will and pleafure. 
f* This Regimen or Moral College, alfo called the Com* 
tf miffion of Morals, or the Fijcal '(being a fortofexche- 

V quer chamber for the government of the people), would 
<c inveft the Se& with a moft formidable defpotic power 
P over the four quarters of the globe, and would reduce 
^ foyereigns te? the defpicable ftate of mere phantoms, or 
** of crowned flaves." 

This College, or Moral Regirqen, wijl occur again in 
another juridical depofition; and I will then explain how 
it ferved to veil the future projects of the Seel: for the 
disorganization and abfolutedeftru&ion of all fociety what- 
ever. Mr, Cofandey concludes with faying that he is rea- 
jdy to affirm on oath the truth of all that is contained in 
jthe above declaration. 

Thefe depofitions, notwithftanding their importance^ 
feemed to make but little impreffion. * Whether the tri- 
bunals were befet by, or in great part compofed of Illu-* 
minees, or not, I cannot know; but they affe$edto treat 
fhefe declarations as containing nothing either yery ferU 
pus or menacing ; or whether the remoyal of Weiihaupt 
had made them view the Se6)t as deftroyed, and the con- 
fpiracy as counteracted, ,1 do not pretend to fay 5 but cer- 
tain it is, that at Iengpj* Heaven by its thunderbolts warns 
nations and their rulers of the plots contriving againfl: 
them, of the extent of which plots they were ignorant; 
neither had they furmifed the baneful activity of the con-' -j 
jFpirators. Difmjfjed from his public ftindions at Ingol- 
ftadt, Weifhaupt had taken refuge at Ratifbpn. This Wei- 
town becomes his new EUuftt, his center of myfteries> au P£ 
all his plots had followed him thither; and fo far was he j^p"^ 
from looking upon them as baffled, that he purfued them al Ratii » 
with redoubled ardor. Vengeance ljad rendered him more bori, 
terrible from the receffes of his new retreat; and now en- 
tirely liberated from all public duties, he gives up his 
whole time to the preparation and drilling of emiffaries, 
and to teaching tbemthe means of lapping, when on their 
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different millions, the foundations ^f the altar and the 
throne, of civil fociety, and of all governments whatever* 
An adept Among his adepts was one Lanz, an apoftate prieft. 
ftruck Weiihaupt defigned him as the perlon to carry his mys- 
with teries and confpiracies into Silefia. His miflion was al- 

Jifchten- ,r ea( jy fixed, and Wetfhaupc was giving him his laft in- 
k * ftru&ions, when a thunderbolt from heaven ftruck the 

apoftate dead, and that by the fide of Weijhau<pL* . The 
Brethren, in their firft fright had not recourfe to their or- 
dinary means for diverting the papers of the deceafed adept 
from the inlpettion of the magiftrates. The per&fa! of 
fome of his papers furnifhed new proofs ; and being trans- 
mitted to the court of Bavaria, induced it to take the de- 
termination of following up the di (cover ies made in the 
depofitions of Meffrs. Cofandey and Renner. 
i The enquiries made, chiefly related to thofe who were 
knowu to have had connections with Weiihaupt at Ingol- 
ftadr. The adept Fischer, firft judge and Burgo-mas- 
ter of that town, and the Librarian Drexl, were banifh- 
ed. The Baron Frausnb urg and fifteen other of Wei- 
" ihaupt's pupils were expelled the univerfity. But -neU 
ther their punifliment, nor the circumftance of the adept 
being ftruck by lightning, could raife any fymptoms of 
remorfe in the mina of their mafter. The following let- 
ter to Fifcher may ferve as a fpecimen-of the manner in 
which he wifhed to fupport their courage, ftimuiate their 
enthufiafm, and infufe all the rage and vengeance of his 
plots into their minds. 

. " Ifalute yoU) my dear martyr-" it is thus he begins 
his letter. He then reminds his pretended martyr of that 
paffage in Seneca where the juft man ftruggling with ad- 
verfity is reprefented as the light moft worthy of Heaven: 
He then continues : " Am I to congratulate you, or am 
» . tt I to condole with you on your misfortunes? I know 
% « you too well to indulge in the latter fentiment-*— Receive 
" then my moft fincere congratulations on feeing you 
" among thofe to whom pofterity will render juftice, and 
" whole conftancy in the defence of truth it cannot fail 
u to admire — You are triply and quadruply more dear to 
" me, now that you (hare my fate and that of fo many 
u other magnanimous perfons. I leave it to your pru- 
* dence to decide whether you will commence a profecu* 

* See the Apology of the llkuninees* P. 6a. 
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* tion againft thofe who have been guilty of fuch abomi- 
**nable injuftice againft you; or whether fubmitting to 
u your exile without murmur or complaint, you will wait 
u for better times. You (hall not want; I and the Bre- 
v thren will provide for your expenses. The public papers 
41 alfojhall reprefent the whole of this bufinefs in its pro- 
c * per light. Drexl in the mean time will retire to Brunn. 
* l Let the laughers laugh ^ and our enemies rejoice. Their 
** joy ere long jball be converted into tears. Look upon 
u yourfelf as happy to fuffer with the better part of the 
u nation* If I have trie power of giving my benedi&ion 
a to any body, I give you mine with both my hands. — 
" O be thou Uejfea\ mop worthy and moft conftant of my 
** Heroes, . . * I am forry that all this has happened juil 
« at the time when I am fetting out for the banks or the 
«< Rhine. I depart next month and (hall not return till a 
< c few months hence. In the mean time 1 fnallnot be idle\ 
cc and it is. not without a reafon that I go to that country* 
« Acquaint the Brethren of it Be always firm and con- 
« ftaut. No dishonor can attach to you; continue as you 
" have begun, and your very enemies will be obliged to 
** admire you. Adieu, learn to appreciate and feel your 
** own greatnefs. Your enemies are little indeed in their 

* triumph.— (Ratijbon this gth April 1 785 J. 

cc P. 5. If you want money I will have proper mea- 
** fures taken at Munich to fupply you." 

This letter was either intercepted or fell into the Elec- 
tor's hands by fome other means ;* and he there faw how 
dangerous a man this muft be who could thus infufe his 
enthufiafm into the minds of bis Confpirators. A fecret 
•commiffion was named to receive further depofitions. — . 
The aulic counfellor Utzscjtneiber and Mr. Grun 
Berger of the Academy of Sciences, who were known to 
have abandoned the Order of the Illuminees about twc* 
years before, were fummoned to make their depofitions. 
The Prieft Cofandey was called upon once more. The 
declaration made in common by thefe three Gentlemen 
will recall to the minds of the readers many of the parti- 
culars already ftated in the foregoing declarations, and in 
the Code of the IHuminees, with refpecl: to the means em- 
ployed by the Seel:, for making themfelves matters of the 
Mafonic Lodges? for appropriating to themfelves their 

* See Original Writings, Vol. II. laft Letter aad Note. 
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fiinds,to provide For the expenfe of- their travellers j ani 
for multiplying the number of their adepts.*— The faintf 
method for die fcrutators is obfervable, the feme oaths, aU 
manackSj and cypher for the firft degrees* The depo- 
nents had abandoned the Order before they were admitted 
to the higher degrees* The principles that had been laid 
down to them are on that account the more remarkable* 
\ I ftall, therefore, tranflate that part of their evidence as 

being of the utmoft cortfequence. Some perfons may be 
©f opinion, that to have limply ftated the perfect coinci*' 
dence of this new declaration with thofe already feen 
Would have fufficed; but they {hould confider that repp* 
titions of objects of fuch importance may be inftfted on 
by many readers, becaufe the proofs are ftrengthened bf 
the number, the chara£ter» and concordance of the wit* 
nefleSi 

The juridical bepofition made in common hy ihe Aullt 
t Counfellor Utzschneider, the Prieji Cosandey* 

and the Acadeniitian GrunberGER, on the qth of 

Sept. 1785. 

" The objefl: of the ttrft clegreeS of IliumimTm is a^ 
* c once to train their young men, and Jo be informed of 
" every thing that is going forward by a fyftem of efpion* 
a agei* The Superiors aim at procuring from their in^ 
a feriors diplomatic a.c~tsi documents, and original wri-> 
u tings. With pleafure they fee them commit any trea-* 
cc fons or treacherous acls, becaufe t;hey not only turn the 
<c fecrets betrayed to their own advantage, but thereby 
" have it in their power to keep the traitors in a perpetual 
• c dread, left, if they ever fhowed any ligos of ftubborn- 
" nefs, their malefactions fhould be made known.— Ode- 
« rint durn metuant> let them hate, provided they fear, te 

the principle of their government. 

« The Illuminees from thefe iirft degrees are educated 

in the following principles 1 

I. " The Illuminee who wiflies to rife to the highert: 
" degrees muft be free from all religion $f for -a religionijt 

* TJnd zu gliech zur auflcundfehaftung aller fachen. 

f Der Illuminat, der in die hohern grade kommen will, toiuft 
ton aller religion frey feyn. 
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** (as they Call every man who has any religion) will ne* 
" ver be <idniitted to the higheft degrees. 
. II. The P#tet ExituSy or the do&rine on Suicide^ i$ 
exprefled in the fame terms as in the preceding depofttion. 
. IIL " The end fanfii/ies the means. The welfare of 
u the Order willtye a j unification for calumnies, poifon* 
** ings, aflafliaations, perjuries, treafons, rebellions* in 
** iborty for all that die prejudices of men lead them ta 
** call crimes* 

; IV. " One m'uft be more fubmimve to the Superior^ 

<c of Illuminifoi, than to thejGpvereigns or magiftrates who 

u gQVern th$ people > and he that gives the preference tof 

*< fayerejgns or governors of the people is ufelefs to us.* 

u Honor, life, and fortune, all are to be facrifked to the> 

u Superiors* The governors of nations are defpots when 

44 they are not directed by us* They can have no autho* 

<c rity over us, who. are free rnen."t 

, The Marquis of Conftanta ufed to fay, " that- there 

u ought to be but two Princes in Germany — Thefe Prin-j 

11 ccs fhould be Illuminees, and (o furrounded and }e4 by 

<c our adepts, that none of the prophane could approach 

** their perfons* The greater and lefler offices of the ftate 

V Ihould be folely entrufted to members. of our Orders, 

*' and the advantages of the Order fhould be attended to* 

* c tho' in direct oppofition to the interefts of the Prince. £ 

*< Sovereigns fhould alfo pafs through the lower degrees 

** of l;he Order, and they fhould only be admitted to the 

<c higher degrees when they properly apprehend the holy 

u defigns of the Order— ^which are no other than to deli-. 

" ver the people from the bondage of their Princes, No- 

y bles, and Priefts; to eftablilh an equality of ftations and 

cc of religions and to render men both free and happy,— - 

u Should we ever have fix hundred Illuminees in Bavaria^ 

u nothing could refift us*" 

I promifed to make a few reflections on this article - f 
and to thofe perfons I addrefs them, who would immedi- 
ately lay hold of it to prove that the Illuminees, fo far from 
wifhiiig to annihilate every government and civil fociety 
ltfelf, had no other view than to re-unite Germany under 

* Vollte jemanrd denRegemen mehr anhangen, (o taught eir 
Dicht fur uns. 

f Sie haben kein Recht liber uns freye Menfchen. 

X AHes was das hefte des Ordens bef iJrdert, nrufs man thun* 
wcnn es gleich dem beftcn der Uegenten zuwider Uaft. 
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one and the fame government.* Moft undoubtedly fucV 
views were held out to the deponents in their lower clafs- 
ts ; but let it be remembered, that none of them had been 
admitted to the higher myfteries. It is in the degree of 
Epopt that the defigns of the Order for the total deftruc- 
tion of Givil Society are manifefted* There the illumi- 
nizing Hierophant no longer fays, that Germany ought 
to be under the government of we Prince; but he fays 

THAT NATIONS AND PRINCES SHALL DISAPPEAR 

from the face of triE earth; that every father 
fhall, like Abraham, he at once the prieji end fovereigfi 
of his family ; and R E asc n Jhall be the file Code of Man* 
The Hierophant there declares^ that secret societies 
are the agents that are to produce this revolution, and 
that it is one of the grand fecrets of Illuminifm. There,' 
in fhort, is clearly to be feen the plan of bringing men 
back to the pretended Patriarchal nomade and favage 
Kfe; and it is even exprefsly afferted, that the original- 
caufe of the fail of man was their re-union in civil fociety ! 
The depositions, therefore, of Meflis. Utzfchneider, Co-' 
iandey, and Grunberger, are perfectly correct fo far as 
they relate to their degrees 5 for fuch was the doctrine 
taught in the degrees of Major and Minor llluminee. — «' 
Another remark may alfo be true, that as a preparatory 
ftep the Uluminees only feek to deftroy all the leffer pow- 
ers in order to form one or twd great ftates in Germany ; 
but that will not change the fate decreed in the higher 
rnyileries for thefe greater Princes of the German nation, 
or for all Princes and nations in general. This fingle Po- 
tentate will then fhare the fame fete as Religion. We 
have heard them talk of reducing the world to the unity 
of Religion, as well as to the unity or equality offlations. 
But has not the Se€t already declared, that in order to be 
. admitted to the laft fecret one muft begin by getting rid 
of all Religion ? This plan, therefore, for reducing Gen- 

# This Is precifely what "has been lately attempted to divert 
the eyes of the public from their monftrous and Antisocial plots $ 
a'nd even in England this plea has been let up, in hopes' -of in- 
validating the proofs adduced in fuch Memoirs. I know l^ 
who is the invifible writer of thefe paragraphs ; but thought 
ven the6V>»r iiotttiger himfelf, famous among the German iW* 
luminees, were the author of them, I mould little fear his ar- 
guments. Let my readers compare his proofs wkh muie* I 
a& no more. 
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many under the dominion of one Prince, is evideotly no- 
thing more than a preliminary ftep, in like manner as 
their plan of fubjccting Princes to the government of 
their Order. When the proper time comes, all thela 
plans are changed, in the leftbns of the adepts, to the to- 
tal annihilation of every ftate, prince, and civil govern- 
ment on earth. 

The Reader may eafily perceive how the Seel, even fo 
early as the degrees in which the three deponents had 
been admitted, prepares them for the laft fecrets; efpe- 
cially when he fees immediately following the pretended 
union of Germany, that maxim which has already ap- 
peared in the fir ft depofition. 

V. " The love of one's prince and of one's country 
K are incompatible with views of an immenfe extent, with 
" the ultimate ends of the Order ,and one muflglow with 
" ardor for the attainment of that end"* 

In the Degrees alfo to which the deponents had been 
admitted we fee the Superiors inceffantly declaiming gu 
that end\ but they never mention what it really was.-— 
They even confefs that they are not in the fecret; they 
fay that the knowledge of it is referved to the higher 
degrees \ their own declaration, therefore, proves that it 
cannot be this unity of Religion or of government to 
be eftahjifhed in Germany, as they are not ftrangers to 
that plan. Befides, how can it appear, that the love of 
one's country, or national love, is incompatible with the 
wifli /of uniting a great nation under the dominion of oae 
Prince. On the other hand, we fee thefe maxims in per- 
fect accord with the views of Uluminifm, when, advan- 
cing toward the higher degrees, we hear the Sect pouring 
forth its blafphemies againft Princes .and Nations, and 
pofitively declaring, as one of their myfteries, that Secret 
Societies were only contrived to fweep Nations and 
Princes from the face of the earth. Such are the plots to 
be difcovered to nations ; fuch have been the tricks em- 
ployed by the Illuminees to lull nations to fleep on their 
dangers; and, Englifh Reviewers having hearkened to 
fuch infinuations, I am obliged to have recourfe to repe- 
titions, in the midft of a nation whole ruin is now become 



* Fvirften und vaterlands Hebe wiederfprechen den weitaus- 
fchenden geficlus pun&en des Orders — Man mufs gluaea fur 
den ?wecjk. 
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one of the chief objects of the Seel. — But let us return ta 
the depofitions of our witnefles. 

" The Superiors of Illuminifm are to be looked upon 
*' as the moft perfect and the moft enlightened of men j 
*< no doubts are to be entertained even of their infalli- 
« bility.* 

" It is in thefe moral and political principles that the 
cc Illuminees are educated in the lower degrees; and it is 
€i according to the manner in which they imbibe them 
" and fhow their devotion to the Order, or are able tq 
< { fecond its views, that they are earlier or later admitted 
" to the higher degrees. 

" They ufe every poffible artifice to get the different 

<c poft-offices in all countries entrufted to the care of their 

- " adepts only. They alfo boaft that they are in po(Tes~ 

* c fion of the fecret of opening and reclofing letters with- 

" out the circumftance being perceived; 

" They made us give anfwers in writing to the follow- 
<c ing queftions ; How would it be poffible to devife one 
v fingle fyftem of morals and one common government; 
<c for all Europe, and .what means mould be employed tq 
* c effectuate it? Would the Chriftian Religion be a ne- 
" ceffary require ? Should reyolt be employed to accom* 
* plifh it ? &c. &c. 

" We were alfo afked, in which Brethren we (hould 
* c place the mod confidence if there were any important; 
cc plan to be undertaken j and whether we were willing 
* c to recognise the right of life and death as yefted in the 
a Order; and alfo the right of the fword, Jus Glad\i. 

" In confequence of our acquaintance with this doc- 
* c trine of the Illuminees, with their conduct, their man-r 
* c ners, and their incitements to treafon, and bejng fully 
? c convinced of the dangers of the Sect, we the Auljc 
c < Counfellor Utfchneider and the Prieft Dillis left the 
iC Order r The Profeflbr Grijnberger, the Prieft Cofan- 
* c dey, Renner, and Zaupfer, did the fame a week after ? 
* c though the Illuminees fought to impofe upon us fhame- 
" fully, by aflTuring us that his Electoral Highnefs was a 
* c member of their Order. We cfearjy faw that a Prince 
f c knowing his own interefts, and wholly attending to the 
u paternal care of his fubjeefcs, would never countenance 
* c a Sect, fprcading through almoft every province undes 

* An derep untrtjglichkeit ipan nie zweifeln diirfe. 



Digitized 



by Google 



KI8T0RICAJ, PART. l6l 

* fhe cloak of Free-mafonry ; becaufe it fows divifion 
& and difcord between parents and their children, between 
** Princes and their fubjects, and among the maft fincere 
* c friends $ becaufe on all important occafions it would 
*< inftall partiality on the feats of juftice and in the coun-> 
** cils, y as it always prefers the welfare of the Order to that 
** of theftate, qnd theinterefts of its adepts to thofeofthe 
** cjrophane. Experience had convinced us, that they would 
** fbon fucceed in perverting all the Bavarian youth. The 
**' leading feature in the generality of their adepts were irre- 
* ligion, depravity of morals, difobedience to their prince 
f* and to their parents, and the neglecT: of all ufefuj ftudies. 
f* We faw that the fatal confequence of Illuminifm would 
H be, to create a general diftruft between the pHnce and his 
« flibje&s, the father and his children, .theminifter and his 
* c fecretaries, and between the different tribunals and coun- 
P cils. We were not to be deterred by that threat fo often 
f c repeated. That no Prince canfave him that betrays us. • 
** We have abandoned, one after the other, this Seel, which, 
** under different names, as we have been informed by fe-. 
^ veral of our former Brethren, has already fpread itfelf 
f* in Italy, and particularly at Venice, in Aujlria, in Hoi* 
f land, in Saxony $n the Rhine, particularly at Frank* 
^fort, and even as far as America. — The Illuminee$ 
* 4 meddle as much as poflible in ftate affairs, and excite 
P troubles \yhereyer their Order can be benefitted by 
i'them." 

Here followed a lift of a great many invifihles, of feye T 
ral fuperiors, and of fome of the moft active members. ^ 
fecond lift contained perfons who, though as yet unac r 
quainted with the ultimate views of the Order, were zea- 
lous and active Recruiters, but the government thought 
fit to keep fhefe two lifts fecret. The deponents then pro? 
peed : 

« We are not unacquainted with the other invifihles^ 
# c whq in all probability are chiefs of a higher degree. 

" ^.fter we had retired from the Order, thellluminees 
* c calumniated us on all fides in the moft infamous man- 
& ner. Their cabal made us-fail in every requeft we pre- 
*' fented; fucceeding in rendering us hateful and odious 
f* to our fuperiors, they even carried their calumnies fo 
* c far as to pretend that one of us had committed murder. 
f c After a year's perfecution, an Illqmineecame to repre- 
H fent to the Aulic Counfellor Utzfchneider,that from ex- 

" " x ' 
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* perience he muft have learned that he was eVery where 
« perfecuted by the Order; that unlefs he could contrive 
c< to regain its protection, he would never fucceed in any 
« of his demands; and that he could ftill regain admis- 
" fion." 

Here ends the depofition figned by the three deponents; 
After their fignature follows the atteftation, that each of 
the deponents had been called in feparately in. pretence of 
the Commiffary, and their refpec-ttve declarations read to 
them ; and that each had affirmed the truth of the contents 
on oath, as witnefies, the ioth of September, 1785. I 
leave the reader to make his refle&ions on the ifrengtb 
and nature of thefe firft proofs acquired againft Illumjnifmj 
and proceed immediately to the circumftances which <ti»* 
tlofed the ulterior projects of the Sect* 
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chap. vra. 



Continuation of the Difcoveries made in Bavaria as to 
the llluminees. — Proceedings of the Court with refpeft 
to the Chiefs of the Seel. — J few Remarks on and a 
Lift of the principal Adepts. 

TWf QTWITHSTAND1NG the important difcove* 
J^| ries made by the court of Bavaria, proofs were ftill 
wanting of the plans and of the ultimate views of Illu- 
minifm, which the Se& concealed with fo much care, and 
of which none of the witneffes could give any fatisfa&ory 
account* The court had negle&ed to feize Weifliaupt's N 
papers at the time; and it was clear that the adepts had 
taken every precaution to put theirs beyond the power of 
the moft diligent fearch. The court even appeared to 
pay little or no attention to the proper fteps that fhould 
be taken, and only watched the motions of thofe adepts 
who ftill kept up a correfpondence with their chiefs. If 
we are to credit the apology publiflied by the llluminees, Puni " 1 - 
it was for no other reafon that Delling, municipal of- ™nie of 
ficer of Munich, and Krenner, profeflbr at Ingolftadt, the adepts* 
were difmiffed from their employments. On the fame ac- 
count, thev tell us, were the Count Savioli and the Mar- 
quis Conftanza exiled from Bavaria, and the Baron Mag- 
genhoff condemned to a month's impri foment in a mo- 
naftery. 

This apologift alfo pretends, that the Canon Hertel 
Was deprived of his benefice, becaufe he would not give; 
in an account of the' funds belonging to the Illumines. — . 
But after the different parts that we have feen thefe adepts 
perform, it appears that the court was pretty well inform- 
ed; and it certainly gave a great proof of its clemency 
when it allowed 5r#taJ-Savioli and Diomedes-Conftm- 
za a penfion which they were at liberty to expend where- 
ver they chofe, excepting in Bavaria. Light, however, 
as thefe punishments were for confpirators of their (lamp, 
the llluminees filled all Germanv With their reclamations, 
crying out againft a perfecutton which they reprefented 
as the height of defpotifm, opprefEon, and injuihee. The 
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depofitions that had been made were published, and tlte 
authors of them were immediately aflailed with a torrent 
of abufe, fophiftryj and calumny j nar was the court fpa- 
red. The whole bulinefs appeared to be changed into a 
literary war, in which the impudence of the apologifts had 
very nigh fucceeded in cafting doubts on the wifdom and 
juftice of his Electoral Highnefsj* and it was high (tint 
to have recourfe to fuch meafures as could inconteftibly 
prove the guilt of the Sedfc. 
'the ar- At length, on the 1 xth of October, i7&6, the magis- 

thives of trates, by order of the Elector, made a vifit at Cato- 
the Sect Zwack's hoofe* at a time when he leaft expected it. O- 
i " thers went on the fame commiffion to the caftle of San- 
derdorf, belonging to Hannibal Baron Baflus. Therc^ 
fult of thefe vifitations was, the difcovery of a multitude 
of letters, difcourfes, rules, plans, and ftatutes, which may 
be looked upon as the archives of the confpirators, ana 
have been publifhed under the title of Original Writings 
ef the Order and of the Sefl of the llluminees. The con- 
spiracy of which Weifhaupt was the chief, now appeared 
in fuch horrid colors, that one could fc^rcely believe hiw 
man wickednefs to have been able to devife ifc But at 
the head of each of thefe two volumes is an advertifenaentj 
informing all readers^ that orders have been given by the 
Elector to the keeper of his archives to (how the origin* 
als to whoever might wifh to verify them; The only re* 
fource now left to the confpirators was to complain of 
the violation of domeft ic fecrecy. Pretended j unification* 
fvvarmed again from the adepts \ and they had the impu- 
dence to aflert, that thefe letters, fo far from containing 
any thing militating againft fociety or religion, only con* 
tained views for the happinefs and amelioration of man- 
kind* 'l^hcy made every attempt poffible to give plaulU 
blc interpretations to their letters \ but they never dared 
aftert that any of thefe writings had been forged. Their 
own avowals are to be found in their apologies; and th6 
proofs of their antireligious and antifocial Cohfpiracy reft 



* For the whole of this literary war, fee the Apologie der ft~ 
luminaten^ and the addition Nachtracht zu der Apologia &c. 
alio the anfwer of the deponents Grojfe abfecbten des Orders der 
*HluininaUn; the addition to thefe anfweis Nachiracb % &c. Na. 
*» »V o* 
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iipQri luch ineonteftible grounds, that their fophifms carl 
oever iuvalidate therm* 

The court of Bavaria, when it gave fo great a publi- why this 
city to the proofs it had thus acquired, was not actuated difcovery 
folely by a view of j uftifying its own conduct ; but it was J? a J^ e ? & 
iefirous alfo to warn eyery ftate of the dangers with which £ ltfkm 
it was threatened. Tfie Ele&or, therefore, fent a copy £ n ot | iec 
of thefe Original Writings to all the powers of Europe; courts* 
*nd the anfwers of the different minifters proved, that they 
had all received thefe documents of a moftjmonftrous con- 
fpiracy againft every church and ftate. The hiftorian will 
naturally aft, how it came to pafs that the knowledge of 
thefe proofs of a confpiracy, at once fo evident and fo 
threatening to every ftate in the world, (hould have been 
fo long confined to Germany. And how it happened, 
that thefe Original Writings did not become the daily 
le&ures of every family. Should not every father have 
read it to his children, and explained to them the horrid 
machinations that were contriving againft their God^ 
their country, and their property ? Universal indignation 
muft have feixed every mind, and crufhed thefe illumini* 
king monfters in their cradle. Such at leaft were the fears 
which the confpirators themfelves had conceived on feeing 
their plans and means difcovered* Unable to deftroy the 
proofs, they did every thing in their power to hinder their 
circulation. On the other hand, few minifters were aware 
of the immenfe influence and power of fecret focieties ; 
and the Bavarian affociation appeared to them more des- 
picable than dangerous; the very excefs of their confpU- 
racy gave it a more chimerical appearance; and the policy 
of fome ftatefmen might have made them believe that the 
publication of the archives of thefe confpirators would on- 
ly ferve to accredit their fophifms, and add to the danger 
by divulging their principles* 

Laftly, the language in which they were written was 
little known in the other parts of Europe; and it was 
thought beft to leave them in a profound oblivion. Such 

* For thefe avowals fee the Apology of CW^-Zwack ; the 
-Preface of Weifhaupt's IHununifm corrected; the Baron BafTus's 
Defence; and particularly the Laji Obfervations by Knigge. — . 
Philo, in this latter work, very frankly acknowledges all the let- 
ters that are attributed to him in the Original Writings, and he 
frequently quotes Weifhaupt's letters as being equally authen- 
tic with his owd. 
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may be the explanation of this fpecies of phenomenon, or 
of this total ignorance in which the reft of the world were, 
with refpedt to the nature and views of the Illuminees, 
when I announced to the public the ufe I intended to 
make of them in thefe Memoirs. 
Even in A myftery ftill more aftonilhing, and which could not 

Germany. ^ ave j, een believed, had not the progrefs of the Illuminees 
proved it, is that inactivity or fomnolency in which all 
the German courts appeared to be buried in the midft of 
the dangers that had been fo clearly pointed out to them 
by the court of Bavaria. Unfortunately for the Empire, 
Frederic II. of Pruffia died a little before thefe laft proofs 
were acquired againft the Illuminees. No fooner did this 
^Prince hear of the confpiracy, than he immediately traced 
all thole principles of fedition and anarchy which he had 
already been obliged to divulge as the tenets of the So- 
phifters; the Illuminees even pretend it to have been at 
his inftigation that the court of Munich profecuted their 
chief and the firft adepts who were difcovered.* What 
would he not have done himfelf againft this Se&, if he 
he had but feen in the Original Writings the progrefs 
that it was making in his own ftates ! Minifters, under a 
Prince fo tenacious as he was of the authority neceffary 
to fupport his Government, and fo juftly offended as he 
was againft the Sophifters of Rebellion, would not have 
fneered or replied farcaftically to thofe letters which the 
court of Bavaria tranfmitted as introductory and expla- 
natory, together with the proofs acquired againft the Se&. 
JSut die archives of Illuminifm were not difcovered till 
the nth and 12th October, 1786, and Frederic had died 
on the 17th of Auguft of that year. His fuccelfor was a 
prey to adepts of another fpecies, almoft as great knaves 
as thofe of Bavaria. The Emperor Jofeph had not yet 
been undeceived with refpect to the Lodges that furround- 
ed him. Many other Princes were either feduced, or fo 
fettered by the Illuminees that they could not a&. This 
may fcrve to account for their apparent indifference; and 
it alio explains the circumftance of feveral of them hav- 
ing viewed the proceedings of the court of Munich in the 
light of an absolute perfecution of their own Brethren.— 
The Prince Bifliop of Ratifbon was the only one who 

* See Memorial inferted in No. 1% of the Weltkunde $ x\it 

Tubingen Gazette. 
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feemed to know his danger, and who publifhed edifls In 
fupport of thofe iflued by the EleSor. 

Neverthelefs, the proofs published by the court of Ba- Other fe- 
varia are thofe whence the mod evident demonstration of ** ct * 
the plots of IUuminifin have been deduced in thefe Me- JjJJjj^ 
moirs. The very fcraps of paper found among the ar* oigiaal , 
chives indicate the moft confummate villany* Among Writings, 
thefe were, chiefly in y^'tftf-Maflenhaufen's hand, and in 
the cypher of the Order, receipts for making the aqua 
toffana r the moft acute of all poifons \ for procuring abor~ 
tion in women \ and for poifoning the air of an apart" 
ment: alfo a collection of one hundred and thirty feals of * 

jPrinceSy Noblemen^ and Banker s^ with the fecret of tak- 
ing oJfFand imitating all thofe for which the Order might* 
according to circumftances, have occafion. The defcrip-* 
tipn of a lock, of which the adepts only ihould have the 
fecret, was likewife contained in thefe papers; alfo ths 
model of a coffer wherein to prefer ve their papers^ and 
which fhpuld take fire immediately if any of the prophane 
attempted to open it. On other detached papers were to 
be {een the plan for placing fome adepts in the fuite of an 
ambaflador, who fhould then carry on fome commerce as . 
fraudulent as it was lucrative for the Seel:. Alfo the fe- 
cret intimation, that all the Superior s of llluminifm fhould 
know how to write with both hands. A manufcriptalfo 
was found entirely in Zwack's hand writing, and looked 
upon as very precious by the Order, becaufe, under the 
title Better than Horus^ it contained all the blafphemies 
ofAtheifm.* 

Notwithstanding the little impreffion the publication 
pf thefe difcoveries had made on the other Princes of Ger* 
many, tbe court of Bavaria continued its profecutions a- 
gainft the Se^:. About twenty of the adepts were cited J^^. 
to appear; fome were difmiiled from their employments, ifhed. 
others condemned to a few years imprifonment; and fome, 
particularly Zwack, faved themfelves by flight. The E- 
Jeitor's Tribunal could; not by any calumny be accufed 
of being fanguinary, as not one of the adepts was con- 
demned to death. This punifhment feemed to be refer v- 
ci for Weiihaupt alone, and a price was fet upon his 
head The Regency of Ratifbon, which, in the firft in- 
stance, had refufed to drive him from their territories, nt * 

f Origioal Writings, Vol. If; Scft.1*; 19, at. 
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longer dared to fupport him, at leaft not openly; arid he 
took refugee under His Highnefs the Duke of oaxe-Go-i 
tha. The re^bn why the Founder of IllumHiifm, and a 
Why th*y number of his profcribed adepts, found prote&ion and frity 
ecTat^her cont * nue in favor at fo many courts, may be explained by 
courts. * nc nurr »erous difciples who enjoyed places of high impor- 
tance in the different courts, and fome of whom, indeed, 
were the Princes themfelves. The lift of thefe latter, were 
it accurately made out, would aftonifli pofteriry; more 
particujarly, fhould the art with which Weifhaupt fedue-* 
cd them, by truncating the myfteries, have efcaped the 
notice of the hiftorianj or fhould the means haye remain-? 
ed a fecret by which he blinded them and bound them to 
the Order, by furrounding them with adepts who know 
how to feize on the miniftry, on the Decajieres y or coun- 
cils, and occupied all the places of conlequence by them-r 
felves or their creatures. 
llluminiz- I will not pretend to fay, that thefe artifices of Illumi- 
€<d Princes nifm can excufe thofe Princes for becoming difeiples of 
Weifhaupt. But moft certainly they were rendered the 
dupes of his impiety before they became the fport of hist 
confpiracies; and undoubtedly the latter was but the juft 

Eunifhment of the former. However this may be, we find 
,ewis Ernest of Saxe Gotha at the head of thefe 
adepts under the chara&eriftic of Timotcon, According 
to all the letters that I have received from Germany, this 
Prince is at length confeious of his error. He, at prefent, 
pays much greater attention to the happinefs of his fub- 
^e£ts than to the myfteries of the Seel, Weifhaupt is not 
even allowed to appear in his prefence; but the goodhefs, 
of his heart will not allow the Prince to withdraw his be* 
. nefa&ions even from thofe who have incurred hisdifplea» 
fure. It is thus, at Jeaft, that the penfion -he allows to the 
. Founder of Hluminifm is explained,* But ort the other 
hand, Weifhaupt is far from being excluded from the pre* 
fence of Maria Charlotte Mdriungen, the wife of Hi$ 
Highnefsj and thus is explained fhe afylum which the 

* lam alfo informed,' that this pehfiofi is' not. takeji from the 
fublictreafuryi (as ffaidiiirhy third Volurtte, pa#e z,) but frorfi 
the Duke's private purfe* Th^fe indeed Who look upon the ftt- 
* perfluities of this purfc as foreign to the duties that a Prince 

pwes to the public, to decency, or to his own honor arid reput 
tation, may make th*dift*fl#i§>n. h for one, at leaft, IhaHJm* 
jer adopt it. "* ,c 
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contriver of fuch horrid plots ftill finds at that court, not- 
withftanding the converfion of the Prince. 

I will not pretend to pronounce whether Augustus 
of Saxe Gotha has imbibed a'fimilar difguft for Hlu- 
minifm, as has his Brother the reigning Prince. At the 
time of Weifhaupt's arrival, however, he was alfo an a- 
dept under the characteriftic of Prince Walter. 

Charles Augustus Duke of Saxe Weimar was 
alfo initiated under the title of Efchylu$\ but he renoun- 
ced the myfteries of the Se£h 

The late Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick, at 
once the martial hero of Minden, and the Mafonic leader 
at Willemfbaden, fell a prey to all forts of Hluminifm. — 
Wilhermots had begun by initiating him in the Hlumi- 
nifm of Swedenborg, and of the Martinifts. His frequent 
conferences with Knigge feduced him into that of Wei- 
fhaupt, who created him his Brother or his High Priefl: 
Aaron^ and His Highnefs died during his Priefthood. 

As to the late Prince of Neuwied, I know not 
what name was given him in recompenfe for his devotion 
tb the Sect; but at his court it might with truth be faid, 
the Illuminees had acquired fuch an afcendancy, that if 
they had gained a fimilar one in other parts, the world 
muft have been theirs. This unfortunate Prince little 
thought that his own fon would be deprived of all power 
in his own ftates, and that he would be reduced humbly 
to folicit the -Comitia of the Empire for leave to affert his 
own rights, and to drive out from his ftates thofe adepts that 
had been protected by his Father, and his Uncle, the 
Count Stolberg; or at leaft for leave to difmifs them from 
the employments they occupied, even from that of the e- 
ducation of his children, which they had feized upon in 
(bite of him.* 

Y 

* This law-fuit between the Prince and Hluminifm is of a 
mod extraordinary nature indeed. The reader mall hear him 
ftate his cafe himfelr to the Diet of Ratifbon in the year 1794: 
•' Every one is acquainted with what this Setf has done in 
" France. We have alfo feen extraordinary instances of its , 
" power at Neuwied: It has a Lodge here called the Three 

. ** Peacocks. My Father and my firft Wife greatly favored thefe 
•* adepts, and my prefent one in particular is the great pro- 
€t te&rix of feveral of thtm; of that Pallor Win % for example, 

P ..'* who, notwithstanding the great fervice I rendered him in 
" ftifling a profecution againft him for Socinianifm,is now one 
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Another fpecies of adept is My Lord the BaRON of 
Dalberg, Coadjutor to the Sees of Mentz, Worms, 
and Conftanz, and Governor of the town and country of 
Erfort. We are led to (hrink back in aftonifliment, and 
examine whether our eyes do not impofe upon us, at the 
fight of a Bifhop, intended to occupy the firft EccIefiafH- 
cal and Ele&oraJ See in Germany, ranked among this 
Dluminized Brotherhood. Moreover, perfons who had 
often been in company with His Lordfliip infifted on my 
effacing his name from thefe Memoirs. They affured me, 
that he held the principles of the modern Philofophers in 
the utmoft deteftation, and that to them he attributed the 
French Revolution. I then produced a pamphlet publiQi- 
ed by His Lordfhip, with all his titles and his name at 
the head of it, entitled, Of the Influence of Science and 
$f the Polite Arts on the Public Tranquillity — Jt Er- 
jorty 1793. They then faw that the objed of this panv« 
phlet was teflife in the germs what His Lordfliip calls 
noxious prejudices of fome jbort-Jighted good people^hy 
proving to them that neither the rhilofophers nor the So- 
phifrers of the age had given rife to the French Revolu- 
tion, and that Condor cet himfelf had hut little contributed 

** of my greateft enemies. She was alfo very clofely connected 
" with the Aulic CounfelJor Krober (the adept Agis). _ One 
* l Schwartz* from Brunfwick, and a titular major of Weimar* 
'* to whom my Father entrufled the educatiorrof one of my 
•* children, and who, to my great grief, has ftill two of thent 
" under his care, is aifo a great favorite of the Princefs's; ft* 
** has placed her whole confidence in him, and fees him very 
* c often, although letters from Brunfwick depict him in the light 
" ofamoft deteftable intriguer. Several Counfellors and vari- 
• ** ous officers and other inhabitants of Neuwied are, like him, 

•' members of the Seel, and are in an agreement with the Priiu 
41 cefs. It is notorious, that they arc all bound by oath mutual* 
•' ly to fupport each other. They have alfo gained over various 
*' other periens who do not belong to their Order ; and thus an 
** affociation has been formed for my deftruc"tion. ,, 

In fact, the Jlluminees had fucceeded in getting this Prince 
placed under an interdict in his.own ftates ; he accufed feveral 
t>f his firft judges as being adepts: It coft them little to de-f 
dare on thtir oaths that they were not, and fome indeed no 
longer continued attached to the Seel. This incident occafion- 
ed him much unpieafant trouble; but at length he was rein* 
- ftatedin his poffeflions after a very long law-fqit, which muft 
have taught the German Princes how well Illuminifm can de^ 
advantage of its power when occc it hat fucceeded ioforr.™ 
rounding them. 
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towards it. This pamphlet alfo abounded in thofe argu- 
ments of IHuminized Philofophifm which the Se&fet forth 
to dupe nations as to the tendency of their confpiracy ; I 
<did not therefore efface the name of his Lordfliip; I, on 
die contrary, fubjoined that of Crefans % his chara&eriftic 
among the Illuminees, How is it poflible that at fuch a 
name he could refrain from fhuddering with horror! and 
what fervices could the Order expe& from him under fuch 
a charafteriftic?— The -name of Crefcens has only been 
tranfmitted to pofterity by his addition to the infamous 
debauchery of the Cynic Philofophers, and by his calum- 
iiies againft the Chriftians, which obliged St. Juftin to 
write his Second apology for Chriftianity* A proteftant 
who is eager to fee that of His Lordfliip tells us, that it 
will moil certainly appear in its proper time, and we im- 
patiently wait for it!* We fliall there find, I hope, that 
His Lordfliip had not been initiated into all the fecrets of 
the Se£h They muft at leaft have concealed from him 
their defigns upon the Sees of Mentz, Worms, and Con- 

ftanz, to which His Lordfliip was Coadjutor. In all 

probability, thefe were not the fecrets of which his Se- 
cretary CryJippstSrKoLZOKtf informed him, who admit- 
ted to the degree of Epopt, w&$ already become a half- 
naturalifi without knowing if, and from whom Knigge 
expected tfce greatefl: fervices. f But can this chara&er- 
iftic of Crefcens denote any other view than that of feduc- 
ing His Lordfliip into an apoftacy fimilar to that of his 
Secretary? We can only repeat, that it is with great an- 
xiety we wait for His Lordihip's Apology, 

Buj what other Apology, than a clear and public pro- an d others*, 
feffion of faith, and an abjuration of Uluminifm, can re- 
instate the honor of the Prelate Haslein, known in the 
Se& as the Brother Philo of Byblos! The Original 
Writings defcribe this adept prelate as overloaded with 
work. It is an unfortunate circumftance for him to have 
been able to find time to pen letters and pjan? that could 
have placed him in fuch great eftimation with the chiefs 
*f thefe confpirators. J 

* See the Eudemouia, Val. IV. No 5, Letter of Doflor J. 
H-Jung. 

t Original Writings, Vol. II. Letter 1, from Philo. 
dfc t Original Writings, Vol. L Let. from Diomsdes, and VcL 
™II. Letter i, from Phii*. 
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Among the higher clafs of adepts maybe ranked Alex* 
andety or the general Count of Pappenheim, Govern- 
or of Ingolftadt, and Alfred the Count of Seinsheim, 
Minifter and Vice-Prefident of the Council at Munich. 
•At getting poffefEon of this latter Minifter, Weifhaupt 
exults, and on giving him the chara&eriftic of Alfred he 
thus writes to Cato: — cc What great men we dagy gain 
u over to our party at Athens (Munich), and that with- 
" out its being perceived ! Men much confidered, ready 
a formed, and perfedt models ! " Weifhaupt does not wifa 
to fee this adept in leading firings^ and therefore difpenfes 
with his noviciate. He alfo hopes, with a little care on 
the part of the recruiters, to fee his Excellency become one 
of his greatejl enthufiafts\ and he foon found that he had 
judged accurately of his pupil. The adept Minifter goes 
of his own accord to Ingolftadt to be prefent at the inaugu- 
ration ofan illuminized church, where Weifhaupt does the 
honors in anewdifcourfe prepared for the occafion. Full 
of admiration at the leflbns of the Chief, the illuminized 
Minifter becomes the carrier of this difcourfe to the Breth- 
ren at Munich; and all the town of Ingolftadt were fur- 
prized at feeing the Minifter, with fo many other of the 
Brethren, come to vifit Weifhauph* At length the day 
arrives when the objecl: of this vifit ceafes to be a mys- 
tery, and the adept Minifter is condemned to a fhort ex- 
ile: but it ftill remains to be known, whether it is a fin- 
cere repentance for his paft enthufiafm, or fome new in- 
trigue or fecret influence of the Brethren, that has re- 
called him and reinftated him in his former dignities at 
the Court of Munich. All that I can gather from my 
correfpondence at Bavaria is, that Illuminifm is very far 
from having loft its influence in that country. 

Another adept, dear to the Seel:, is the Count KoLLO- 
Xvrath, the Numenius of Knigge, and whom Wei- 
fhaupt wifhed to cure of his theofophical ideas. He was, 
however, entrufted to the care of Brutus Count Savioli, 
who, obferving him pafs too fuddenly to doubts on the 
immortality of thefoul y began to fufpeft that his fudden 
conversions to the fyftems of Illuminifm was only pre- 
tended, in order that he might gain admiflion to the fe- 
crets of the Order. If he ever attained the higher de- 
grees, it was not at leaft with the enthufiafm of Alfred^ 

* Original Writings, Vol. II. Letter 7, 9, 18. ft 

t Original Wruiogs, Vol. II. Letter from Brutus. 
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Weifliaupt alfo clafled Cbakrias, the Baron Walmw- 
TELS, at Cologne, among the adepts of high rank: He 
was die Minifter of the Elector ; but no fooner had he 
difcovered the knavery of the higher myfteries than he 
abandoned the Order, Ptolemeus Lagus y or that fame 
Baron Riedsel, who, in Afinos-Dittfurt's plan, was to 
have had the direction of the Illuminized Sifterhood, imi- 
tated this example. We cannot hope, however, to tear 
the mafk from all thofe confpirators whom Weifliaupt 
has encompafled with darknefs, and who fliould rank a- 
mong the higher clafs of adepts. The Lift that was pub- 
lifhed foon after the Original Writings, contains chiefly 
thofe whom my reader have already feen in the courfe of 
this work. I (hall, however, fubjoin it here with fuch ob- 
fervations as time has fince enabled me to make. There 
will appear adepts fcattered throughout the Councils, the 
Magiftracy, the Army, and the houfes for public Educa- 
tion j and this general view will better enable the reader 
to judge of the care with which the Confpirators fought 
to occupy the moft important pofts of fociety while they 
planned its ruin. 

Lift of the principal IUuminees from the Foundation of 
the SeSi in 1776, till the Difovery of the Original 
fVritings in 1786. 

Charafleriftics. Real Names of the Adepts. 

Spartacus - Weish aupt, Profeflbr of Laws at In- 
golftadt, and Founder of the Seel. 

Agrippa - Will, Profeflbr at Ingolftadt. 

Ajax - Massenhausin, Counfellor at Mu- 

nich. 

Alcibiades - Hoheneicher, Councellor at Mu- 
nich* 

Alexander - CountPAPPENHEiM,Generaland Go- 
vernor of Ingolftadt. 

Alfred - Count Seinsheim, Vice-Prefident at 
Munich, firft exiled as an Uluminee, 
then fent from Deux-Ponts toRa- 
tifbon, and at length returned to, and 
in place at Munich. 

Arrian - Count Cobenzel, Treafurer at Aich- 
ftadt. 

Attila - S auer, Chancellor at Ratifbon. 
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Charaaeriftics. Real Names of the Adepts, 

Brutus - Count Savioli, Counfellor at Mu- 
nich. 

Cat* - - Xaverius-Zwack, Aulic CounfeU 

(MoDdttausmd lor, and Counfellor of the Regency* 

Pbilip-Strozzi) Exiled as an adept. 

Cel/us - Baa^er, Phyficiaato the Ele&refc- 
Dowager. 

Claudius - Simon-Zwack. 

Confucius - Baierhammer, Judge at Diefen. 

(at firft Zoroafter) 

Coriohnus - Troponerq, Counfellor at Munich. 

Diomedes - Marquis of Cost anza, Counfellor at 
Munich. 

Epicletus - Mi EG, Counfellor at Heidelberg. 

Epimenides - F alk, Counfellor and Burgomafter at 
Hanover. 

Euclid - Riedl, Counfellor at Munich. 

Hannibal - Baron Bassus, a Swifs from the Gri- 
fons. 



Hermes Trifme- 

gijlus 
Livius 



Solcher, Curate at Haching. 
Ru DORGEft, Secretary of the States # 
Munich. 



Ludovicus 
Bavarus 
Mahomet 
Marius 



Lor I, difmiffed from the Order. 
Baron Schroekenstein. 
Hertel, Canon of, and exiled from 
Munich. 

Menelaus - Werner, Counfellor at Munich. 

Minos - Baron Dittfurt, Affeffor to the Im- 
perial Chamber of Wetzlar. 

Moenius - Dufresne, Commiffary at Munich. 

Mu/es - Baron Monjellay, exiled from Mu- 
nich, received and placed at Deux- 
Ponts. 

Numa - Sonnensels, Counfellor at Vienna, 
and Cenfor,. 

Numa Pompilius Count Lodron, Counfellor at Mu-* 
nich, 

Pericles - Baron Pecker, Judge at Amberg. 

Pbilo - Baron Knigge, in the iervicc of Bre- 

men. 
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Pythagoras - 

Raimondde Lulle 

Simonides 

Solon 

Spinofa 

Sylla 

Tamerlane - 
Thales 



HISTORICAL PART. 

Charafteriftics. Real Names of the Adept*. 

JPbilo of By bias The Prelate Has l ei n, Vice-Prefident 
of the Spiritual Council at Munich, 
and Bifhop In Partibus. 
Drexl, Librarian at Munich. 
Fronhowbr, Counfellerat Munich. 
Ruling, Counfellor at Hanover, 
MiCHT,anEccle(iafticat Freyfinguen. 
MiiNTER, Attorney at Hanover. 
Baron M agoenhoff, Captain in the 

Bavarian fervice. 
Lang, Counfellor at Aichftadt. 
Kapfimger, Secretary to Count TaC- 
tenbach. 

Tiberius - Mer,z, exiled from Bavaria, fince Se- 
cretary to the Ambaflador of the Em* 
pire at Copenhagen. 
Vtffafian - Baron Hornstein, of Munich.* 

This Lift appears to have been dhiefly compiled for th« 
B avarian adepts in the firft volume of the Original Writ- 
ings. The fecond volume might furnifh us with the fol- 
lowing additions, befides a multitude of other adepts whofc 
true names. have not been difcovered. Thofe whofe names 
are not followed by the page quoted from die Original 
Writings in this lift, have been lent to me in Private Me- 
morials and Letters, or are extracted from jPublie Jour- 
nals. 

Chara&etiftics. Real Names of the Adepts, 

far on m This adept is only mentioned under th$ 
initials P. F. V. B. (Prince FerdU 
nand von Brunfwig)^ both when he 
fends for Knigge, and when he pro- 
mifes his protection to the adept who 
is to Illuminize England, (P. I2t 
and 184.) 
rfccaciu* - Do&or Koppe, Superintendant firft at 
Gotha, afterwards at Hanover, (P. 
123.) 

# This Lift it takep from that publifccd in the Germa* 
Journals. j 
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Chara&eriftics. Real Names of the Adepts. 

AgathocUs - Schmerber, Merchant at Frankfort 
on the Mein, (P. 10.) 

Agis - Krober, Governor of the Prince of 

Srolberg's children at Neuweid, (P. 
181.) 

Alberoni -, Bleubetreu, formerlv a Jew, after- 
wards a Counfellor of the Chamber 
at Neuweid, (P. 181.) 

Amelias - Bode, Privy Counfellor at Weimar, 
(P. 213 and 221, &c.) 

Archelaus - De Barres, formerly a Major in the 
French fervice, (P. 183.) 

Arijlodemes - Compe, High Bailiff at Weinburg in 
the Electorate of Hanover. 

Bayard - Baron Busche, a Hanoverian in the 
• Dutch fervice, (P. 195.) 

Belifarius - Peterson, at Worms. 

Campanella - Count Stolberg, the maternal uncle 
of the Prince of Neuweid ; and with 
him may be comprifed the whole 
court, the favorites, fecretaries, and 
council without exception, (P. 69 and 

189.) 

Cornelius Scipio Berger, a Le&urer at Munich, (P. 
220.) 

Crefcens - BaronD alber g, Coadjutor of Mentz, 
(from Memorials^ Letter j, and Ger- 
man Journals,) 

Chryjippus - Kolborn, Secretary to the Baron Dal- 
berg, (P. 7 3 and 100.) 

Cyril -> Schweickart, at Worms. 

Gotejcalc - Moldenhauer, Protectant Profeflbr 
of Divinity at Keil in Holftein, (P. 
198.) 

Hegefias - Baron Greifenclau, of Mentz, (P. 
196.) 

Leveller - LEUCHSENRiNG,an Alfacian,and Pre- 
ceptor to the Princes of Hefle Darm- 
ftadt; driven from Berlin, he took re* 
fuge at Paris. 

VLucian - Nicol ai, Bookfeller and Journalift at 
Berlin (P. 28.) 
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Characleriftics. Real Names of the Adepts. 

Manethon - ScHMELZER,Ecclefiaftical Counfellor 
at Mentz, (P. 196.) 

Marcus Aurelius Feder,* Profeflbr at Gottinguen, (P. 
81.) 

— — — — - Munter, Profeflbr of Divinity at Co- 
penhagen, (P. 123.) 

Numenius - Count Kollowrath, at Vienna, (P. 
199.) 

Peter Cotton Voj.ger, Phyfician at Neuweid, (P. 
188.) 

Pic de la Mi- Brvnner, Prieft at Tiefenback in the 
randole Biflioprick of Spire, (P. 174.) 

Theognis - Fischer, Lutheran Minifter in Aus- 
tria, (P. 204.) 
■ " - Rontgen, Proteftant Minifter at Pet* 
kam, in Eaft Friefland,and the En- 
glish Apostle of Illuminifm. 

JZmoleon - Ernest Lewis, Duke of Saxe Go- 
tha, (Private Memorials.) 

Prince Walter Augustus of Saxe Gotha, (Ibid.) 

We do not add to this Lift Efchylus, or Charles Au- 
guftus of Saxe Weimar, as he has declined the honor of 
continuing one of Weifhaupt's difciples, The late Prince 
of Neuwied might be fubjoined for many reafons, and h$ 
would make the fifth Prince well known to have been 
conne&ed with the Sedt; but he is no more, and we have 
not fufficient proofs to inferibe on the lift feveral others 
of that clafs who in Germany are fuppofed to belong to 
the Seft. * 

z 

• It was on feeing the ftrong illufion of his degree of E- "• 

popt (fo ftrangely impious ) on the Doctors Feder and Koppc, 
and fope others of the Univeriity of Gottinguen, that Wei* 
(baupt wrote to Cato, " You cannot conceive how much my 
•' degree of Prieft or Epopt is admired by our people ; but 
•' what is the moff extraordinary is, that feveral great Protest 
" tant and Reformed Divines, who are of our Order, really be- 
" lieve that that part of thedifcourfe which alludes to religion 
" contains the true fpirit and real fenfe of Chriftianity. roor 
$t mortals, what could / not make you believe I*' Orig. Writ* 
Vol. IJ. Let. 18. 
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CHAP- IX. 



New Chiefs and new Means of the Illuminees— Device 
of the yefuits Mafonry and Succefs of that Impofture* 

State and A MONG the fecret writings that the Seft had in 
difpofitons 'JA^ vain fought to conceal from the eyes of juftice, was 
after the^ one on wh ^ was ^ oun ^ m Ctfto-Zwaclc's hand-writing, 
difcovery. this remarkable marginal note: " In order to re-eftablifh 
" our affairs, let fome of the ableft of thofe brethren who 
cc have avoided our misfortunes take the places of our 
" founders ; let them get rid of the difcon tented, and, Uj 
<c concert with the new cleft, labor to reftore our fociety 
* 4 to its primitive vigor."* Wei(haupt had fcarcely left 
Jngolftadt when he threatened thofe who jifmiffed him, 
that ere long their joy Jhould be converted into farrow \\ 
and it was evident that the Illuminees were far from hav- 
ing abandoned their confpiracy. Notwithftanding, how- 
ever, the awful and menacing afpect which it prefented, the 
different powers, it would ieem, affe&ed to leave the con* 
fpirators in poffeffion of means to profecute their illumini- 
zing plans with greater activity. 

If we except WeiQiaupt, no adept in Bavaria had been 
condemned to a feverer punifhment than exile or a (hort 
imprifonment. In other parts, from Livonia to S trafbourg, 
and from Holftein to Venice, not a Angle inquiry had 
been made concerning their lodges. Many of thofe adepts 
who had been convicted of the deepeft guilt had met with 
protection inftead of indignation in the different courts. 
Notwithflading the cleareft proofs of his guilt had been 
adduced, we fee Z wack, a very few days after, producing 
certificates of his probity and fidelity to his prince, which 
had more the appearance of having been iffoed by his ac- 
complices than by the Aulic Council ',% and the Prince 
of Salm Kyrbourg calls him to his court, in all probabi- 
lity to be ierved with a fimilar fort of fidelity ! ! The 

• Original Writings, Vol. L laft pages. 

+ His Letter to Fifcher. 

4 See his Appendix to the Original Writings, P. 35 and j(. 
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•onfplrators Brutus-Swioli and Diomides-Cot&mzz 
might continue to recruit for the Se<ft, provided it was 
not in Bavaria, and that at the expenfe of the Prince who 
had difcovered their plots. Tiberius-Merz, whofe infa- 
mous morals are recorded in the Original Writings, bare- 
facedly efcorted them in the retinue of the ambaffador of 
the empire to Copenhagen. -^raf-Seinfheim merely 
bartered the favor of his Prince for that of the Duke de 
Deux-Ponts, and an intrigue was immediately fet on foot 
to reinftate him at Munich. Spartacus himfelf tranquilly 
enjoyed his afylum and a penfion at court, though he had 
confpired to annihilate every Prince. Never had fo mon- 
ftrous a confpiracy been difcovered or fo publicly denoun- 
ced 3 yet never were confpirators fo amply fupplied with 
the means of continuing their plots by thofe even againft 
whom they were confpiring. Thus plainly did every thing 
denote that the flight of Weifliaupt would be to Illumin- 
ifm, what the Hegira of Mahomet had formerly been to 
Mofl&nifm, only the prelude to a greater and more fplen- 
did fuccefs. Experience now taught Weifliaupt to com- 
bine new means according to his favorite maxim of ap- 
pearing idle in the midfi of the great eft aftivity. Per- 
haf>s alfo, content with having laid the foundations of his 
confpiracy, and with having arrived at that day which he 
had long fince foretold, when he could defy the powers of 
the earth to deftroy his fabric ; or, perhaps, fatisfjed at 
feeing he had now formed men able to prefide over his 
Areopage* he fimply gave his advice 00 important occa- 
sions, leaving the common details, the functions of an or- 
dinary chief, to other adepts. However that may be, 
though it were proved that he had given up the dignity 
ef chief, though the archives of the Se& were more deep^ 
ly concealed than they are, yet proofs of the plots which 
they are now profecuting would not be wanting. Their 
publications (hall in future depofe againft them in de- 
fault of their fecret archives. The adepts were known; 
it was therefore eafy *to watch their labors and compare 
their devices. The German writers have had the irai t 
•of us in that career; hiftory, therefore, will not be defti- 
tute of demonftrative proofs. 

, The grand object of the llluminees, after the difcovery They *t- 
of their fecret papers, was to perfuade Germany that their tem P^ to 
Order was extindl:; that the adepts had not only renoun- j£g£ e £ x . 
ced all their illuminizing myfteries, but even all intercourfe i£ e nce. 
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among themfelves as members of a fecret fociety. Tliefe 
are not the firft Brigands or the firft Sectaries on record 
that have wifhed to make the world believe the idea of 
their exiftence to "be chimerical, even at the very time 
when they were moft actively promoting their plots and 
propagating their principles. But here error has belied 
itfelf even-in the mouths of its moft zealous advocates* 
On the firft appearance of thofe works that denounced 
to the Britilh nation at large the confpiracy of the Illu- 
minees, and {hewed how they were profecuting their plots 
in the occult Lodges of Mafonry, the zealous brethren 
inhabiting the banks of the Thames called on their Ger- 
man allies for fuccor, in order to deftroy thofe ill impres- 
iions which the Life of Zimmerman, Mr. RohiforCt 
P roofs ) and thefe Memoir s> were making. The com- 
plaints of the Englifh fraternity, and the anfwer of their 
auxiliary Brother Boetiger, ate inferted in the German 
Mercury, No. u, page 267. Nearly the fame anfwer 
has crofted the feas, in order to inform the Englift^ thro* 
the channel of the Monthly Magazine of January 1798, 
page 3» ^at whoever fhould turn his refearches toward 
Illuminifm would be in purfuit of a chimera, " 2sfrom 
<c the beginning of the year 1790, every CONCERN OF 
" the Illuminati has ceased, and no Lodge of 
<c Free-mafons in Germany has, fince that period, taken 
iC the Jeaft notice of them. Evident proofs of this after* 
<6 tion are to be found among the papers of Mr. Bode, 
cc late Privy Counfellor at Weimar, who was at the head 
cc of the Order in this part of Germany, and who died in 
"1794." 
Strange j he foregoing paffage, written by Mn Boetiger, may 

?«?ng to C " be ob]rerved to include a very fingular avowal, which has 
the Seft. a l reac ty been noticed in Germany to the great confufion 
of the adepts* Some zealous writers have told them:-— 
You now own then, that the myfteries of Illuminifm had 
become thofe of the Mafbnic Lodges, and that they had 
continued to be fo till the year 1790; thofe journalifts and 
other authors, therefore, who inceffantly called the atten- 
tion of fovereigns to the llluminees, were not miftaken J 
and Zimmerman, Hoffman,. and Dr. Stark, with fo many 
( other writers whofe works the Se# wifhed to fupprefs, 
were correct in publicly proclaiming that this difaftrous 
Sedf, had not been annihilated when its plots were difco- 
Vered in 1786* and much left fo in 1785, as the adept 
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Writers of the Brotherhood or their hirelings had attempt* 
«d to perfuade the world** Now die confpirators think 
that it would fuffice for their purpofe to make the world 
believe that the idea of their exiftence^/icf the year 1790 
is chimerical. This artifice alfo (hall be unmafked, and 
nations fhall be convinced that though this Se6t may have 
changed its form, yet that in fo doing it has only invigo- 
rated itfelf, and acquired new means of corruption. 

The Sieur Boetiger^ the Quixotte of the IllumineeSj Bode the 
send of the Brother Bode in particular, alfo makes ano- new chief 
ther avowal, viz. That his hero Bode really became the oftheScft. 
chief of the Iiluminees in his part of Germany. f No 
Brother before him had ever made this avowal; but it 

* See Eudemonia, Vol. VI- No. ». 

f The Sieur Boetiger* Director of the Gymnafium at Wei- 
mar, and the auxiliary adept fo famous for his Eulogy on Bode, 
which was only laughed at in Germany, has many other claims 
to ridicule befide thofe recorded in his writings. The English 
may overlook the numerous demands of this kind that he has 
upon us in about half a dozen Magazines and Reviews in which 
he co-operates, for his duTertations on the Roman Ladies* on 
their toilets, and on their fans; on America* and on China ; on 
the Etrufcan Vafes* on the Ailing of a Player, and, in fhort, 
on many other (objects. But what it mod concerns the Engliftl 
people to know is, that the man, whofe authority is fet up in 
favor of the Brotherhood, is as well known in Germany for hit 
talents as a leader of faction, as he is for his treatifes on toilets 
and fans. Nor did he on the news of the immortal victory of 
Admiral Duncan reftrain his Jacobin rage in his journals, or 
blulh at faying that it ivas doubtful whether the Englifh had 
gained this victory by the interference of heaven or of hell, 
•whether it came from above or below ( von oben oder von un* 
ten); and that it was the opinion of many, that it would have 
been a greater happinefs for the EngUJb to have hjl the battle 
than to have gained it. Such, neverthelefs, is the man whom 
we find placed in competition with, and even fet up as an au- 
thorityfjagainft the patriotifm of Mr. RobifonJ) 

This very fame man moreover writes to inform the Englifh 
that he is no Illuminee. He may gain credit in England ; but 
in Germany he is afked what bufinefs he had with the Miner- 
val Lodges of Weimar? — In what quality could he pretend to " 
inherit the papers of a chief of Illuminifm, which, according* 
to the laws of the Sect, could only be entrufted to brethren? 
Or for what reafon, after hawing been fo intimately connected 
with Bode, does he dill continue to be the laborious co»opera* 
tor of the adept W 1 & l a n d in t he New German Mercury ? 

This au xiliary adept alfo writes to the EngJifh, tliat the Duke 
of Saie Gotha, on application to him for that pifrpofe, ivould^ 
■doubtlefs, permit the infpeilion of thofe papers of Bodc's. But no 
fuch invitation is made to the Germans ; to them he talks of a 
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perfefil/ coincides with the information that I had te* 

oeived concerning this infamous Illuminee. It is under 

the dire&ion of this adepts therefore, whofe talents for 

conspiracy were fo much admired by /^//p-Knigge, that 

we are now to trace the labors and progrefs of die Se£L 

To avert the public attention by means ©f fabulous 

table of plots, and to conceal their own that they might profecutc 

the Jtfuits t h c j r conquefts in the mafonic Lodges; to enfnare that 

and IS 7 * ciafe calleii men of lctters > and at len g tn taint the whole 
object. m *& °f tne people w * tn tne ' r principles ; were the obje&s 
of Jmetius-BoD&, and of the new Areopagites who pre- 
fided over llluminifm after WeiJhaupt's flight and the 
, difperfion of the Bavarian adepts. Among the various 
means devifed, one might appear Angularly ridiculous but 
for the aftonifhing advantages drawn from it by the Sedt: 
I mean the fable of the Jefuits Mafonry. A prodigious 
number of volumes have been written in Germany, both 
by thofe who invented the fable, and by others who tho't 
it incumbent on them to warn the public of this new arti- 
fice of llluminifm. I will not wander into ufelefs detail, 
but will (Imply lay before my reader the leading points by 
which he may trace the SecSt until it attains the period of 
• its power in our revolutions. 

As an a6t of homage to the defpot Weifhaupt, Phth- 
Knigge was the firft who, in the year 178-1, and under 

Prince being in poffefljon of all Bode's papers, but does not 
venture to name the prince. He knew too well that perfons oe 
the fpot might attempt to gain that admittance to infpeel the 
papers, if Boetiger's word could be a fufficieot incitement to 
thofe, who think they have acquired a certainty that the prince 
pofleflor has powerful reafons for not Jhonusng ihztnvo trunks 
full of papers that he bought at fuch an immenle rate, and for 
not giving an invitation to the public limilar to that which the 
court of Bavaria ordered to be inferted at the head of the Ori- 
ginal Writings. 

I , in my turn , invite the Author of the Monthly Magmzine to 
infect theie reflections in his publication, as be did Boetiger's 
♦ letter in oppofition to Mr. Robifon in that of January, 179^ 
*My leafon for making this invitation is, becaufe I have been in* 
formed that ibme perfons have been duped by that letter, and 
really thought that the exigence of this Seel, and of its plots* 
the moil fr.oii(;rous and mod iubtle that ever cxifted, was chi- 
me u<nj1. 

f can alfoJnform my readers, that all the Secret Writings of 
Bode are notgRt Gotha. Many of his letters are at this moment 
printing; an J my correfpondents inform me, that they perfect- 
ly accord with the ftatementsiamy Metaoiis. 
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the name of Aloysuts Mayer, pubjifted this idea of 
the Jefuits Mafonry, He took it up again in the circu* 
tar letter written by order of Spartacus to the Mafonic 
Lodges; he again infifts on it in his Additions to the 
Htftory of Free-Mafonry.* Tbe adepts Ostert*ag at 
Ratifbon, Nicql ai and Biester at Berlin, and a (warm 
of other Illuminees, (ought to give fan&ion to this Fa-. 
ble by their writings. As yet, however, it was difficult to 
form a precifc idea of this ftory of the Jefuits Mafon- 
ry, or whether it was true or falfe. Bode at length mad$ 
a colle&ion of every thing that could be faid on the iub- 
jecft, and fent the whole of thefe materials to the Brother 
Bonneville at Paris, f He foon published his work, 
entitled 'Ihe Jefuits expelled fr am Free-mafanry, and 
this production, fent to all the regular Lodges, was fup-. 
pofed to be the death-blow to this terrible phantom* 

On inveftigating thefe different productions^ we ob*, 
ferve, that their drift was to make the Free-mafons be-> 
lieve that all their Lodges were fecretly under the direc-» 
tion of the Jefuits j that the whole of their myfteries, 
their fecrets and their laws, were but an invention of 
the Jefuits ; that each Mafon, without fufpe&ing it, was 
but the flave and inftrument of that fociety which had 
long fince been looked upon as extinct, but whofe mem-* 
bers, though difperfed, flill preferved an afcendancy dis- 
graceful, to Mafonry, and dangerous to nations and their 
rulers. The refult of all this tended to perfuade the bre* 
thren, that true Mafonry was not to be fought for either 
among the Roficrucians. or the Scotch Knights, and ftill 
lefs among the Englifh Mafons,. or thofe of die Strict 
Obfervance; but folely among the Eclettic Ledges that 
Were under the direction of the Illuminees. % 

The name of Jefuit is certainly a formidable bug-bear 
to many people, efpecially to thofe who could never par- 
don their zeal for the Roman Catholic faith y and it can-* 
not be denied, that if conftancy in the caufe of that reli- m " 
gion was hateful, they were well entitled to the hatred 
of the enemies of the Catholic faith. It is obfervablfc, 
that it was in thofe Yery parts of Germany wher^ the 



* See thefe works and the Original Writings, V*|. II. Let. 
»*, from Weifhaupt, and Let. i. from Pbih. — Alfcfthc Circa* 
far Letter, Part II. Setf. VI. 

Endliche Schickfal, Page 3S. 

See Pbilo's Circular Letter and his conclufion. 



£ 



# 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



jt4 antisocial conspiracy; 

Lodges were chiefly compofed of Proteftant brethren, 
Its faccefi* that this fable made the moil aftonifhing impreffion, no- 
thing being talked of but Jefuits under the cloak of Ma* 
fonry, and their great conipiracy. One might h<|ve tho't 
that the confpiracy of the Illurrtinees w£s entirely for- 
gotten ; but that was not their only objeft. The Mafonic 
Brethren of the ordinary Lodges heard fo much of their 
being the dupes of the Jefuits, that they abandoned the 
Strict Obfervance and the Roficrucians, and flocked to 
the Eclectic Mafons, then under the dire&ion of the Illu- 
minees. The Mafonic Revolution was fo complete and 
fo fatal to ancient Mafonry, that its zealous Matters and 
Venerables declared this ficlion of Jefuits Mafonry to be 
a confpiracy truly worthy of a Danton or a Robefpierre.* 
In vain did the more clearfighted Mafons point out the 
fnare, to vindicate their reputation and put a ftop to the 
general defertion. Their demonftrations came too late ; 
befide, they were written by Proteftants, who were ftrong- 
ly prejudiced againft the Jefuits or knew but little about 
ihem.f But, unfortunately, when Germany really dis- 
covered the drift of the fable, the greater part of the Ma- 
fons had united with the Illuminees for fear of falling a 
prey to the Jefuits, and many others had entirely aban- 
doned the Lodges, chufing to be neither Illuminees nor 
Jefuits, Thus was that threat of Weifliaupt accomplifh- 
ed, that he would either conquer the Strict Obfervance 
and the Roficrucians, or deftroy them. 

Were it not that prejudice often deprives men of the 
ufe of their reafon, one mould be aftonifhed to fee the Ma- 
fons fall into fuch a paltry fnare. Suppofing that I were to 
goto the Mother Lodge of Edinburgh, the Grand Lodge 
of York or that of London, and fay to their Directories and 
Grand Matters, you thought that you prefided Over the 
Mafonic World; you looked upon yourfelves as the guar- 
dians, of the grand fecrets of Mafonry, and as the grant- 
ees of the diplomas ; but all this time you^ were miftaken f 
and little fufpefted that you were, and ftill continue to be 
tfothing more than puppets put in motion by the Jefuits. 

# Wahrlich eio project eines Dantons oder Robefpierre 
Wurdig {^Endlicbe Schictfal, Page $t.) 

f See oa this fubjed the Endliche ScbUltfal, the works en* 
titled, Der Aujgezogene Vorhang der Frey Maurery % &c. — And 
particularly the laft hundred pages of the work Uhr dit AHm 
wd Neucn UxJlerien^ Chap. XVI. &c. 
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Could one, I afk, invent any thing more degrading either 
to the human mind, or to that common fenfe which muft:, 
I fuppofe, be granted to the heroes of Mafonry ! Such, 
however, was the whole fable of the Jefuits Mafonry.— 
When peaking of the Englijh Mafons, the authors and a- 
bettors of this fable fay, " It is true, there are fame (of 
cc thofe Englilh Mafons) whofufpeft that they are led by 
" the nofe, but tbefe are few. ... It is more common a- 
<c mong them than any where elfe, for certain members to 
<c renew from time to time the idea of unknown Superiors ;" 
and thofe unknown Superiors who lead the Englilh by the 
nofe are always the Jefuits.* 

Ere long the reproach becomes general ; all that mul- 
titude of degrees invented in France, in Sweden, and in 
Germany, becomes an invention of the Jefuits, as well 
as the Englifh and Scotch degrees ;f and a fort of epi- 
demical ftupidity alone hinders the Brotherhood from feel- 
ing their bondage ; at leaft fuch muft be the natural con- 
fequence of this fable. How could the German Mafons 
poflibly avoid perceiving the abfurdity of it ? Their pro- 
found adepts and the Elect of all nations flocked to Wil- 
lemfbaden, and in the fpace of thirty years they held five 
or fix general afTemblies ; how came it to pals that all 
thefe brethren combining their fecrets, their government, 
and their laws, revifing, meditating, and correcting, not 
only their myfteries but their whole code, were purblind 
enough not to furmife at leaft that of which they wqre af- 
terwards fo fully perfuaded when they returned- to their^ 
Lodges, viz. " that they were but the vile inftruments ^ 
and flaves of the Jefuits ?" There can be no medium ; 
either the Mafons muft be the offspring of the grofieft 
ftupidity and folly (and then what becomes of their great 
lights and their fcience of fciences fo much extolled), or, 
the invention of the Jefuits' Mafonry muft be a moft ab-r , 
furd fable (and in that cafe why do they flock to the 
Lodges of the Uluminees for fear of meeting a bugbear in 
their own) ? 

This fable too appears ftill more abfurd when we re- 
flect that fuch men as Philippe D'Orleans, Condorcet, Sy- 
eyes, or Mirabeau, with fo many other Drifts, Atheifts, 
A a 

* See the Jefuits expelled Mafonry, Part I. P. 31 and %i 9 

t Philoz Circular Letter, 
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&nd moft inveterate enemies and affaflins of the Jefuits, 
and of all thofe who preached the fame do&rines, were 
at the head of Mafonry ! 

It may alfo be worthy of remark, at what period thefe 
Religious are transformed into the Grand Matters and 
Directors of that multitude of Lodges fpread from Eaft 
to Weft ? It is after they have been abolifhed ; it is when, 
forbidden to form a community, they are difperfed thro'- 
out the different diocefes acting the part of private mis- 
ftonarits under the infpedtion of their Bifhops : this is the 
period chofen for iriftalfing them governors and directors 
of a vaft confraternity of Mafons ? It is when ftripped of 
every thing, driven from their habitations, having fcarce- 
\y wherewith to procure the neceffaries of life, that they 
are fuppofed to command all the funds of the Mafonic 
Lodges ! It is when, under the yoke of perfecution, they 
Continue to preach the doctrines of the Gofpel, that they 
are accufed of a fuppofed fecret impiety and of a profound 
policy ! If they are impious, at leaft we m.uft allow them 
to be as aukward in their impiety and as imbecile as thofe 
who could fuppofe them to have poffeffed fome ingenuity j 
for in the midft of their fuppofed impiety, of their Deifti- 
cal and Atheiftical, their rebellious and anarchical princi- 
ples, they have been aukward enough always to have for 
their greater! enemies not only the Deifts and Atheifts of 
Mafonry but thofe of every other clafs ! On the other 
hand, they are fuppofed to be the authors of the new mysi 
teries of Mafonry, and they are artful enough to intro-r 
cruce them fey means of proteftant leaders, fuch as a Baron 
Hund or a Zinnendorff; belide, thefe myfteries are 
only multiplied in the divers Lodges in order to create 
inteftine jealoufies, hatreds, Sec. which all the general 
meetings of the Se<5t could not reprefs I This alfo muft 
be the work of a body profoundly politic! Did thefe ter- 
rible Jefuits then think to add to their power by thus de- 
stroying the Mafonic puppets which they had folong go- 
verned, in place of uniting thofe millions of brethren or 
ilaves under one law, who, might have formed an impene-* 
trable phalanx againft their enemies ? 

Certainly We mutt beaftoniflied at theabfurdity of this 
fable^ of the Jefuits' Mafonry; but our aftonifliment in- 
creafes on examining the proofs whereon it is grounded.* 

* Some readers may perhaps tax me with treating this fabte, 
and the proofs adduced by the lllumioees, as abfurd and incoa- 
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Let us fuppofe that Nicolai, Knigge, Bode and th« 
©ther writers of the Brotherhood, had made a compila- 

ceif able, only that I might be difpenfed from trouble of refut* 
jog demonstrations perhaps difficult to be anfwered. Should 
any fuch be found among my readers, lee them turn to thofe 
writings which fome of the mod famous adepts, fuch for ex- 
ample as Mirabeau, or rather his initiator and recruiter Mau- 
villon % extol in the higheft terras ; and which are not (he fays ) 
to be looked upon as a mere fy Rem, but as a complete digejl and 
txacljiatement of the principal fa {Is that led in Germany to tkt 
difcovery of this Mafonry of the Jefuits. {See Mirabeau's /?/•»/• 
" " ' "ol.V. Book VI" ~ ' -' " 



*n Monarchy , Vol. V. Book VIII. Page 77.) This famous 
book is entitled, The Jefuits cxpelledfrom Mafonry ', and their 
poignard broken by the Ma fins. In the very firft page we fee 
engraven on a plate this poignard with the corapafs.the fquare, 
the triangles , the eagles, ftars, and everything that he fuppofes 
to be the-erablems of Scotch Mafonry. Should it be alked where 
this poignard was found, no anfwer is given; but in the fol- 
lowing very ingenious manner the writer pretends to demon- 
ftrate that the great authors and directors of Scotch Mafomy . 
were Jefuits: 

ift. Bonneville declares this Mafonry to confift of four de- 
grees, the Apprentice, the Fellow-Craft, the Matter, and the 
Scotch Matter The pafs-words in thefe degrees are Boaz and 
Tubal-cain for the mil; Shiboleth, Chiblin, Not urn a, for the o- 
thers. Boaz feems to have puzzled him; he therefore rejects 
it, and only takes the four initials, T. S. C. N. 

The Jefuits alfo had four degrees, the Lay Brothers, (that is 
to fay) thofe who, as in all religious Orders, were only admit- 
ted as fervants, fuch as the cooks, gardeners, Sec. Thefe the 
Jefuits called Temporal Coadjutors* Bonneville overlooks Co- 
adjutor, but takes the initial of Temporal; and he thus gets T % 
which demon ft rates that the Lay Brother Jefmt is the fame as 
the Apprentice Mafon, alfo denoted by T. The fecond degree 
among the Jefuits is that of the young ft u dents, and thefe were 
called Scolafiici, or Scholars; but when they had finiihed their 
ft u dies, and taught in their turn, they became Mdgijlri, or 
Matters- The S in Scolaflicixt convenient for Bonneville's de- 
xnonftration, and it becomes the S of the Shiboleth of the Fel- 
Jow-Craft. The third degree of the Jefuits is that of Spiritual 
Coadjutor* who took the three common religious vows; here 
the C initial of Coadjutor is the C of Chiblim, and Bonneville 
has not the flighted doubt but thefpiritual Coadjutor of the 
Jefuits is the MaJUr in Free-mafonry. At length comes the 
fourth degree', or the profefled Jefuits, that is, thofe who to the 
three firft vows have added that of going to preach the Gofpel 
in whatever part of the world the Pope chofe to ft n& them. — 
Thefe weie called the profejfed Jefuits ; but the word profeffsd 
would not ferve Bonneville's purpofe, he wanted an N ; he 
{ays, therefore, that thcte pro fe//ed were called Nc/iri, he then 
gets an N, the evident Notuma of the Scotch Mattel in Mati»«- 
c y. Thus it is that by comparing the f . 3. C. N. of Malum y 
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tion of every thing that was odious in Mafonry, and had 
fnbftitutcd the word Jefuit for that oiFree-mafon or Ro- 
Jicruciarty we (hall then have a pretty accurate idea of the 
general courfe followed by the illuminizing Mafons. It 
Would be exactly as if any hiftorian were to take it into 
his head, when treating of Weifhaupt's Code, to fubfti- 
tute the word Jefuit in lieu of Illuminee, and that without 
being able to name a fingle Jefuit againft whom the ac- 
cufation could be preferred, notwithstanding the ardent 
defire of thefe barefaced calumniators to mention fome one 
at leafl of the culprit Jcfuits. It is a long feries of contra- 
didtions. Neither do they agiee as to the time, the de- 
crees, or the myfteries of this Mafonry of the Jefuits.— 
The fole fa£l that might deferve to be inveftigated, had 

with the T. S. C. N. that he had difcovered among the Jefuits* 
he proves that the degrees of Scotch Mafonry are the fame as 
thoicof the Jefuits. (Seethe Jefuits expelled Mafonry, Vol. II. 
Page 5 and 6 J 

bhould the reader defire to know how the word Mafcn pre- 
cifelv anfwers to the per feci degree of the Jefuits, or to their 
ProftJJed, Bonneville wiJi tell him, that the letters A. B. C. &c. 
Hand for numbers x, a, 3, &c. Suppofe the Jefuits have adopt- 
ed this eafy cypher, and then the four letters M. A. S. O.will 
give 1 2 ■£> 1+ 1 8+ 14 ~4 u and then remains N, the very initial 
letter of the Noster theperfeel degree of the Jefuits, to which 
they could ' on'j be admitted at the age of forty-jive! (Ibid. Page 
tiJ What a pity (exclaims Bonneville) that this Nofer mould 
be the prof rjfid Jefuit, profeffus quatuor votorum (J bid. Page 
6J; and a itill greater pity (fay I) for his pofition, that, ac- 
cording to the conftitutions of the Jefuits, at the age of twen- 
ty-live they might be admitted to take the fourth vow, provid*- 
ed they had finished their courfe of divinity. (Conflit. Societ. 
Jcf Pun I. Chap. I L No. 12, de Admittendis) Another mis- 
fortune was, that even thofe Jefuits who had taught io their 
eol leges had generally terminated their courfe of divinity and 
raken their lair; vow by the age of thirty-three. 

Were I to go on to (how, that the G, or the God, of the Ma- 
fons btjcomes the Genera! of the Jefuits, becaufe General be- 
gins with a G. — that thejubal, or the mufician of the Mafons, 
is a Jcfuir, becaufe Jubal and Jefuit both begin with a J. — 
that the Hh\*m-Ahif alfo^oftlie myfteries is a Jefuit, becaufe 
Hs=8 and A^=i and trie total 9= J.; in fhoit, were I to pro- 
ceed to waumerate five or fj*; hundred follies of the fame na- 
ture, ail given as proofs of the Jefuits* Mafonry, my reader 
would be aimoft tempted to believe that I was traducing Bon- 
neville. I muft, therefore, refer him to the author himfelf; and 
Jet that man rend and ftudy him who is not difgufted at the 
reading of the fnil pages, and at the impudence with which 
this author wiflies to impofe upoc the public. 
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any proof been adduced in confirmation of it, was that of 
the Jefuits converting Mafonry into a confpiracy for the 
retnilatement of the Stuarts on the Englifh Throne. But 
of what confequence could their reinftatement on the 
throne, or a fecret of that nature, be to the Swedifh,Rus- 
fian, Polonefe, or Dutch Mafons ; and how could one 
pretend to perfuade the Englifh and Scotch Mafons that 
their Mafonry, Code, and Emblems, long anterior to the 
cataftrophe of the Stuarts, were only myfteries invented 
to reinftate the Stuarts on the throne ? Should an his- 
torian ever undertake to write the hiftory of the extraor- 
dinary reveries of the human mind, let him not forget thofe 
kt forth by the Illuminees on this occafion, and were it 
not for the eminent ufe it was of to them for the propa- 
gation of their plots, I fhould never have thought of trou- 
bling my reader with it, or of ferioufly refuting fo incohe- 
rent a fable. We muft next turn our attention to a coa- 
lition more real and far more difaftrous,I mean that known 
under the name of the Germanic Union. 
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!CHAP. X. 



The Germanic Union— Its principal ASfors^ and the Con* 
qucjis it prepared for the Illuminees. 

AFTER having defcribed fo many plots, unmafked 
fo much artifice, and difclofed fuch various means 
of dclufion and fedu&ion, all iffuing from the dens of im- 
piety, why am I forbidden to lay down my pen, and aban- 
doning thefe dark haunts of vice, to affume the pleafing 
tafk of ccfcribing the habits of the virtuous man, or of a 
nation happy, and enjoying the fweets of peace beneath 
the fhadow of its laws, and that under a beloved monarch, 
revered ftill more as the father than as the fovereign of 
his peaceful empire I Alas ! the fight of fuch a nation 
has vanifhed from the face of the earth ; thrones totter 
and disappear ; ftates weep over the ruins of their religion 
and of their laws, or are yet painfully ftruggling with the 
devouring monfter. Danger ftalks on every fpot ; and if 
happier days are mentioned, it can only ftimulate us to de- 
nounce the too long concealed caufes of our misfortunes, 
in hopes of feeing once again thofe nearly forgotten days 
return. Though the mind revolts at the idea, yet for the 
pubHc good we will purfue that tribe of Weifhauptj 
and (o far from giving repofe to our thoughts, we (hall be 
once more hurried into new plots and machinations in- 
vented by the moft profound adepts of Illuminifm, and hor- 
ridly famous in Germany under the name of the German 
Union. To underftand perfectly theobjeftof this Union, 
the hiftorian mutt revert to confpiracies anterior to thofe 
TheCer- of WeiQiaupt. 

manic U- We have often feen Voltaire boafting of the progrefs 
nion ; its that Infidelity was making in the north of the German 
origin* Empire. This progrefs was not folely to be attributed to 
his labor? , nor had he the leaft fufpicion of the many co- 
operators that were feconding his views. 

in the very heart of Proteftantifm and of its fchools, a 
Confpiracy had been formed againft the Proteftant and 
every branch of revealed religion* inveterate in its means 
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and agents as that formed by Holbach's club. The Pa- 
rifian Sophifters openly attacked Jefus Chriftandall Chris- 
tianity. The clubs, or rather fchools, of the North of 
Germany, under pretence of purifying the Proteflant 
Religion^ and of reftoring it to the principles of true Chris- 
tianity, ftripped it of all the myfteries of the Gofpel, redu- 
ced it to that fpecies of Deifrn which they decorate with 
the name of Natural Religion^ and thus hoped to lead 
their adepts to a negation of all Religion. Thefe new < 
lawgivers did not abfolutely profcribe revelation ; but re- 
velation was to be fubje£ted to the judgment of their rea- 
(041. 

The Antichriftian Confpiracy had originated in France 
with thofe men who ftyled themfelves Philofophers, and 
who profefTed to be ft rangers to all theological erudition* 
In Germany it took rife in the heart of the Univerfities, 
and among their Doctors of Divinity. In France the So- 
phifters confpiring againft all Religion cried up the tole- 
ration of the Proteftants, in hopes of deftfoyiug the Ca- 
tholic faith; in Germany the Proteftant Dociors abufed 
that toleration in order to fubftitute Philofophifm to the 
tenets of their church. 

The firft of thefe German Do£ors who, under the 
mafk of Theological difquiiitions, engaged in this Anti- 
chriftian Confpiracy, was Semlbk, proteflbr of Divinity Semler. 
in the Univerlity of Halle, in Upper Saxony. The only * 

ufe he appears to have made of his knowledge would lead 
us to fuppofe that he imbibed his principles from Bayle, 
rather than from the true fources of Theology. Like 
Bayle, we may obferve him here and there fcattering a 
few ufeful truths, but equally inclining toward paradox 
•and fcepticifm. Rapid as Voltaire, but deftitute of his ele- 
gance,!^ can only be compared to that Antichriftian Chief 
for the multitude of contradictions into which he Hum* 
bles at every ftep. " It is not uncommon to fee him begin 
u afentence with an opinion that he eontradicls before he 
" concludes it. His predominant fyftem, and the only one 
^ that can be gathered from his numerous reveries, is, 
" that the fymbols of Chriftianity and of alt other Sedte 
" are objects of no confequence; that the Chriftian Re* 
" ligion contains but few truths of any importance ; and 
< c that every perfon may fele& thefe truths and decide up- 
<c on them as he pleafes. His fcepticifm has never per- 
" mittedhim to fix upon aoy rejigious opinion for him- 
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" felf, unlefs it be when he clearly profefles, that Proteft- 
a antifm is not founded on better grounds than any of 
" the other Se&s ; that it Jiili flands in need of a very 
" great reform ; and that this reform (hould lie effected 
" by his brethren the Doctors of the Univerfmes."* 

This new reformer began to propagate his doctrines 
as early as the year I754> and continued to circulate 
them, in German and in Latin, in a thoufand different 
fhapes. At one time in an Hijlorical and Critical Gol- 
legion; at another, in Free Difquifitions on the Canons or 
Ecckfiajiical Laws j then in an injlitution of the Chris- 
tian Dotlrine \ and, above all, in an EJfayon the Art and 
School of a Free Theology. Soon aftei a new Doctor ap- 
pears, attempting to make this defired reform, or to fup- 
prefs the remaining myfteries that Luther and Calvin 
had not thought proper to reject. This was William 

Teller. Abraham Teller, at firft Profeffor at Helroftadt in 
the Dutchy of Brunfwick, afterwards Chief of the Con- 
iiftory and Provoft of a Church at Berlin. He made his 
firft effay for destroying the myfteries by publifhing a Ca- 
techifm> in which, fcomng>)i the divinity of Chrift,he re- 
duces his religion to Socinianifm. . Soon after this, his 
pretended Dictionary of the Bible was to teach the Ger- 
mans cc methods to be followed in explaining the Scrip- 
" tures; by which they were to fee no other doctrine in 
c< the whole of Chriftianity than true Naturalifm, under 
" the cloak and fymbols of Judai(m."t 

About the. fame time appeared two other Proteftant 
Dolors, who carried their new-fangled Theology Jlill 
nearer to thejlate of a degraded and Antichriftian Phdo- 

Damm fophifm. Thefe were the Doctors Damm and B ahrdt ; 

& Bahrdt. t ^ e f ormer t h e Re£tor of a College at Berlin, the latter a 
Do£tor of Divinity at Halle, but a man of fuch infamous 
morals, that even .PA/Va-Knigge was aflbamed to fee his 
name among Weifhaupt's eletSt, and did not even dare to 

Loffler. pronounce it.J Lqffler, the fuperintendant of the 
Church of Gotha, ran the fame career of impiety, as well 
as maiiy others whofe writings might have been taken for 
the compofitions of the Illummizing Epopts. The iafhion 
of ipveftigating religion merely to overturn its myfteries 

* See AWr of a Secret Coalition againfl Religion and M*> 
narcby. The Appendix, No. 9. 

f Ibid. AppeAdix, Ko. 10. I Endiiche crklarung, P. 13a. 
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became fo common in theGerman provinces, that the Pro* 
teftant Religion feemed to be doomed to fall by the hands' 
of its own Do&ors, when at length a few of thofe Mini* 
fters who were ftill fired with zeal for their tenets raifed 
their voices to denounce this confpjracy. 

The Doctor Desmarees> fuperintendant of the Churcl} 
of Deflau. in the principality of Anhalt, and the Doctor 
Stark, famous for his erudition and his conflicts with 
Illuminifm, firft called the attention of the public to this 
rifing Seffc , the former in his Letters on the New Pas* 
fors of the Proteftant Churchy and the latter in his Ap- 
pendix to the pretended Crypto-Catholicifm and Jefuitifm. 
Nothing can better probe the wound which the Proteft- 
ant Church had juft received, than the fummary view ta- 
ken of the do&rine of thefe new pallors, by the fuperin- 
tendant of Deffau in the following terms : 

tt Our Proteftant Divines fuccefljvely attack all the 
* fundamental articles of Chriftianity. They do not let 
u one (ingle article of the general fymbol of faith fubfift. 
H From the Creation of Heaven and Earth to the Refur- 
*« re&ion of the Body, they combat every fingle article."* 

While thefe theological adepts were perverting their 
fcience to inundate Germany with their crafty Philofo- 
phifm, a fecond confederation was forming at. Berlin for 
the propagation of thefe works, extolling them as the on- 
ly productions worthy of the public attention. At the head 
of this league was one Nicolai, a Booicfeller. Before Nicolai, 
this man's time we have often ken Bookfejlers who, actu- 
ated by avarice, indifcrirninately fold books of the moft 
impious and feditious, and others of the moft pious ten? 
4ency; but a phenomenon that had never been, feen be- 
fore, was a Bookfeller whofe iijipiety overcame his love 
of gain, and who would rather facrince the profits to be 
acquired by the fale of religious wprks, than allow them 
to be difperfed among the people. Nicolai was a Book- 
fejler of fuch a ftamp as D'Alembert wifhed to find, and 
fuch as he would have been himfelf had it been his pro- 
3b 

* Protefhmifcbe Gottefgelehrtea greifen daen grund arti- 
kel des Chriftenthums nach dem aodern an; lafTen in ganzea 
Allgemeinen GJaubens-bckcntnifs vom Schppfer himmc)9 und 
/der erde, bis zur auferftehung des fleifchcs nicht unan gefoch- 
ttn.—CUber die neuen wdchter dtr Pretejiantifcben Kir eke; §r T 
Jes beft> S. 10. j 
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fcffion. It was exclufively to the propagation of Impiefjr 
that he had dedicated his commerce and his literary ta- 
lents, for he would alfo be a fophifticated writer. He, was 
not even initiated into die myfteries of Weifhaupt, when 
he had actually formed the plan for overturning the Chris- 
tian Religion in "Germany by one of thofe means which 
governments have never yet fufficiently attended to, or 
been aware of. At the head of his bufinefs as a Boolcfel- 
Ier, he alfo undertook to be the compiler of a fort of 
weekly Encyclopaedia,, which he entitled The Univerfal 
German Library.* At once the compiler and falefman 
of Impiety, he engaged fcveral Sophifters to co-operate 
with him. He alfo leagued with many men of great learn- 
ing and merit, whole articles being inferted in his Jour- 
nal were to ferve as a cloak for the more impious ones, 
whence the readers were to imbibe his baneful principles. 
The moil dangerous articles of this fort were thofe writ- 
ten by himfelf, by the famous Jew Mendelsohn, by 
Biester, Librarian to the King, and by Gedike, 
Counfellor to the Confiftory of Berlin. It was not 
long, however, before the tendency of this Journal was 
di {covered. It was obferved, that all their praifes were 
lavifhed on thofe very men whofe doctrines were levelled 
at the total overthrow of thofe myfteries of Chriftianity 
, Which had been preferved by Luther and Calvin. The 
man whofo well feconded the views of Weifhaupt with- 
out knowing it could not long efcape the .notice of the 
Scrutators. The Seel had one in particular whofe name 
will hereafter become famous; this was the Brother Le^ 
w//£>*-Leuchfenring, who had been Preceptor to the Prin- 
ces at Berlin, and afterward to thofe of HeiFe Daraiftadt. 
A fanatical recruiter, and though loquacious, very re- 
served on the myfteries, this Leuchfenring was then tra- 
velling as an Infinuator. Hanover and Neuwied already 



.* T have quoted his EJfay on the Templars; and I thought 
mvfelf bound to do fo, becaufe I found that his refearches per- 
fectly coincided with thofe which I had made on the accufa- 
tions preferred againft thofe Knights, and on the proofs that 
appeared on the face of the moft authentic documents relating 
to their judgment. I was not, however, on that account leu 
concerned to fee the Impiety with which thefe refearches are 
replete. I alfo obferved all that ridiculous difplay of eruditioa 
on the Baffomet of the Templars ; but I cannot deny that his 
quotations are perfectly exacT. 
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bore teftimony of his zeal. He had attempted in vain to 
infimiate the Chevalier Zimmerman ; but Nicolai af- 
forded an eafy conqueft. It was foon complete; Ge- 
dike and Biefter, following his example, only combined 
their confpiracy with Weifhaupt's myfteries. The Doc- 
tor B ahrdt had fallen as eafy a prey to the Afleffor Mi- 
nos ; but the Do£or viewed what had been done by his 
new Brethren, to fecond his views and writings againft 
Chriftianity, as of little avail— He thought he could fur- 
pafs all the artifices ofWei&aupt, Knigge, and Nicolai ; 
and his evil genius afforded him the means. 

The plan that he had conceived was nothing lefs than Its plan, 
to reduce all Germany, and by prooefs of time the whole 
world, to the impoflibility of receiving any other leflbns, 
or of reading any other produ&ions than thofe of the II- 
kiminees. The means of reducing the literary world to 
this new fpecies of flavery are all contained in the laws 
kid down by this ftrange adept for a coalition famous in 
Germany under the title of the Germanic Union, Die 
Deutfche Union** 

* The Sieur Boettiger writes from Germany, and his letter 
is inferted in the Monthly Magazine for January, 1798, that 
this plan, and the whole confederation of Dr. Bahrdt, are only 
known to Mr. Robifon through rhe medium of the obfcttreand 
defpkable Journal 'if Geijfen. This journal of Geiflen was ne- 
ver defpicabie in any one's eyes but thofe of the Uuminees, or 
of their votaries. They had their reafons for crying it down; 
and thofe very reafons mufl enhance its value in the eyes of e- 
very honeft man. .In the next place, how can this Roetiiger 
preiume to affert that this Journal was the only fource whence 
Mr. Robifon had derived his information? The great number 
©f works quoted by Mr. Robifon muft evidently belie fuch an as- 
sertion, and I willingly declare that it was difficult to procure 
more. Had he been in poffeflion of no other than that famous 
work known in Germany under the title of Mchr Notcn ah 
Text, order, die Deutfche Union der Znvei und Znvanziger, — 
(More Notes than Text ; or, the German Union of the i wen- 
ty-Two,) that work which, according to Boettiger, alone fuf- 
ficed to open the eyes of the public, is that only known by the 
Journal of Gieifen? With a (imilar afTu ranee does this champion 
of Illuminifm affert this work to have been written by B';de, as 
if there could be the Jeaft probability that Bode, who had taken 
foaclive a part in this confpiracy, would be very forward in lay- 
ing if apen to the public, and expofing the Bavmns de l\?ch? f 
Couvtefs of Medem, the daughter of Wander 11 (rhe Stroller), 
to public ridicule, a woman whole charms he to much admired v 
and with whofe writings he was fo well acquainted. Jf iiode 
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This confederacy was to be governed by twenty~tW*' 
adepts chofen from among that fpecies of men, who by 
their fun&ions, their knowledge, or their labors, had ac- 
quired a greater facility in directing the public opinion 
toward all the errors of the Se£L The other brethren* 
difperfed through the different towns, were to contribute 
v by different means toward the grand object under th* 
direction of the twenty-two<> each of whom had his de- 
partment afligned to him, as in Weifhaupt's Areopage. 

The perfons who were chiefly to be fought after were 
authors, poft-mafters, and bookiellers. Princes and their 
minifters were abfolutely excepted againft ; and people in 
favor at court, or in the different public offices, were not 
to be chofen. 

Thefe confederates were divided intojimple officiate* 
and etclive Brethren j and the latter alone were initiated 
into the fecret, means* and object, of the coalition. The 
inftrudtions imparted to the brethren were drawn up in 
the fame ftyle and method that had long fince been adopt* 
ed by Bahrdt, and other apoftates from the proteftant uniw 
verfities, to reduce Chriftianity to their pretended natural 
religion* by declaring Mofes, the Prophets, and even 
Chrift, to have been men diftinguilhed, it is true, by their 
wifdom, but who had nothing divine either in their doc- 
trines or their works. <c To root out fuperftition, to re* 
* ftore mankind to liberty by enlightening them, to con* 

was the writer of this publication, which fo well difplays the 
knavery of the German Union, how comes it to pafs that Mr, 
Gofchen, a Bookfeller of Leipfic, has avowed himfelf the au* 
thor of it, and is univerfally acknowledged a3 fuch? My read* 
ers muft perceive, that by entering into thefe digreffions, I on«- 
ly defign to warn the public againft the different publications 
which the Illuminees aie daily difperfing to pe N rfuade nations 
that their plots are chimerical, while they are purfuing them 
with redoubled ardor. 

I fhall alfo follow nearly the fame documents that Mr. Ro- 
bifon has adopted, as they perfectly coincide with the memo- 
rials that 1 have received from Germany. All that I (hall lay 
before my readers in this chapter mav be faid to be extracts 
from the following German writings! News of a great and in* 
vifble confederation againft the Chrijiian religion and monar- 
■thy.—Tbe Syftem of the Cofmopoiitans difeovered.—TAe Vienna 
Journal by Hoffman.— Notice given befere it is too late, by the 
fame.— More Notes than Text, ^c.—TJSe Knowledge of thi 
World and of Men, i$c. befides many other private letters and 
{memorials on the Illuminees 4 . 
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* flitfimatc the views of the founder even of Chriftianity 
w Without violent means, fuch is our obje£t, (would they 
a fay to the Brethren). It is for that purpofe that we have 
* c formed afecret fociety, to which we invite all thofe who 
w ire a&uated by the fame views, and are properly fenfi- 

* We of their importance." 

As a means of accomplishing thefe obje&s, and of pro- 
pagating their pretended light, thefe a£tive brethren were 
to eftaWifli in every town certain literary focieties y or 
reading clubs (lefgefchaften), which were to become the 
refort of all thofe who had not the means of procuring the 
dpily publications* Thefe were to attract as many aflb* 
ciates as poffible to thefe reading-rooms; watch their opi- 
nions, imbue them with the principles of the Order, leave 
thofe whofe Zeal and talents gave but little hopes, among 
the common brethren; but initiate after certain prelimi- 
nary oaths, thofe who could be of any real fervice,and who 
entered fully into the views and plans of the Order. 

The fociety was to have its gazettes and journals, 
which were to be under the direction of thofe adepts 
Whofe talents were the moft confpicuous ; and no pains 
were to be fpared to deftroy all other periodical prints. 

The libraries of thefe literary focieties were to be com- 
pofcd of books ail according with the views of the Order. 
Th^ choice of thefe books and the care of furnifhing them 
were to be left to the fecretaries, and particularly to book- 
fellers who were initiated in the myfteries of the coalition* 
The hopes conceived by the man who had planned this 
aflbciation were held out to the elect as an incitement to 
the founding of new ones. What advantages ( would he 
fay) {hall we not gain over fuperftition by thus directing 
the lectures in our mufeums ? What will we not do for 
men who, zealous in our caufe, and difperfed in all parts, 
circulate every where, even in the cottages, the produc- 
tions of our choice I ihould we ever be matters of the 
public opinion, how eafy will it be for us to cover with 
contempt, and bury in oblivion, every fanatical work that 
may be announced in the -other journals, and on the con- 
trary extol thofe works that are written according to our 
views. By degrees we fhall become matters of the whole 
trade of bookfelling. Then will it be in vain for fanatics 
tQ write in defence of fuperftition and defpots, as they will 
neither find fellers, buyers, nor readers. 

Left bookfellers themfelves fhould proteft againft an 
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inftitutlon of this nature, they were to be drawn into it hy 
advantages propofed to them, and by the fears of being 
ruined fihould they not accede to the views of the coali- 
tion. They were to be allured, that the brethren would 
employ every poffible means to encourage the fale of 
works that met with the approbation of the union ; but 
would alfo impede the circulation of, and difcredit by their 
journals all fuch as were hoftile to their views. Neither 
had they to fear a diminution in their trade; the aflbcia- 
tion could encourage writers to multiply their productions 
by enfuring their fale; indeed, funds were to be eftablifh- 
cd to indemnify any bookfeller who, in place of felling 
tuch works as were inimical to the views of the Union, 
woijld leave them concealed in his ihop, pretend that he 
had never heard of fuch works, or flatly refufe to fell them, 
thus ahufing by every poflible means the confidence of 
authors and of the public. 

Such was the plan of the Germanic Union^ or Dr. 
Bahrdi's mafter-piece. Never had the defire of tyranni- 
cally governing the public opinion invented a more per- 
fidious plan. One might be led to think it the reverie of 
ibme evil genius who had fvvorn to extirpate from the 
minds of the people all ideas of any focial or religious doc- 
trine. There do, however, exift crimes which in the eyes 
of the honeft man are almoft chimerical, but which )>re- 
fent little difficulty when undertaken by a villain. He 
that had conceived the plan was with mifchievous propri- 
ety placed at the head of the aflbciation. The diflblute- 
nefs and infamy of his morals had not left him where- 
with to fubfift in any decent way, when on a fudden he 
purchafed, near Halle, a large manfion which he called 
after his own name Bahrdt\-ruhe. This was foon con- 
verted into the head-quarters of the new Union. But it 
could never have acquired any great confiftency had it 
not been for Nicolai, who had long been laboring accord- 
ing to Bahrdt's views. The immenfe correfpondence that 
he had by means of his commerce with the other booksel- 
lers of Germany; the fort of dominion that he enjoyed 
over the literary world by means of his Univerfal Libra- 
ry, the court paid to him by different authors whofe for- 
tunes depended on the rank he chofe to aflign them in 
his Library^ in the Berlin Journal, the Monathfcbrift\ 
and more particularly the art with which he contrived to 
gain over a great number of bookfdlers, gave him a pow- 
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cr that no fovereign could ever pretend to. His illumi- 
rti-zed co-operators, Biefter, Gedike, and Leuchfenring, 
became more ardent, daring and impious, than ever in ths 
journals which they compiled. B ode likewife would have 
one at Weimar under the title GB&e Univerfa! Literary 
Gazette. Another of the fame nature was fet on foot at 
Saltzbourg, by Hubner, who was alfo an Illuminee.— 
The offspring of Weifhaupt were all warned of the ftrefs 
which they were to lay on thefe publications, and they 
foon became a mod terrible fcourge on all writers who 
•would not facrifice their principles to impiety. The fa- 
ble of the Jefuits Mafonry was now improved by a new 
fi&ion that fpread difmay in the mind of every writer who 
wiftied to oppofe the progrefs of Uluminifm. 

Thofe very Jefuits who have juft been feen reprefent- 
ed as the molt artful infidels, and as fecretly prefiding over 
the Mafonic lodges, were now become moft zealous Ca- 
tholics, who had fecretly mingled among the Proteftants, 
in order to bring thefe provinces back to the Roman Ca- 
tholic religion and fubje& them to the dominion of the 
Pope. Every man who dared defend any one of thofe 
myfteries that can only be known either to Catholic or 
Proteftant through Revelation, every man who preached 
fubmiflion to fovereigns and the laws of the ftate, was 
immediately proclaimed a Jefuit y or the fervile flave of 
Jefuitifm. One might have thought that all the proteftant 
provinces were filled with thefe Jefuits, fecretly confpi- 
ring agaiaft the proteftant religion; and my readers will 
eafily conceive what an impreifion fuch a charge muft 
have made to the difadvantage of any writer in thofe pro- 
vinces. Neither the office of minifter nor of fuperiqtend- 
ant of a church could fcreen a perfon from fo terrible an 
imputation. Even that man was not proof againft it, 
who out of zeal for Luther and Calvin, had given full 
vent to all his hatred and prejudices againft the Jefuits; 
I mean Dr. Stark. In his work on The Ancient and 
Modern My/ieries he had declared, " that fovereigns had f 
« by the deftru&ion of the Jefuits, rendered an ever me- 
« morable ferviceto religion, to virtue, and to humanity.' 1 
Nevertheleis M. Stark, at that time, as he ftill continues 
to be, a preacher and do&or of the Lutheran church, and 
alfo counfellor of a Confiftory at Darmftadt, was obliged 
to employ many pages of his apology in proving that he 
was neither a Roman Catholic nor a Jefuitj and particu- 
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larly that he was not one of the profeffed JefuitSj wba 9 
having taken the four vows, were obliged at the command 
of the Pope to go and preach the catholic faith wherever 
he chofe to fend themjktf^ 

The Chevalier Zimmerman met with a fimilar fate, 
merely becaufe he had laid open the plots of the Illumi- 
nees, and dared to ridicule the adept 2«*w//f r-Leuchfen- 
ringy who had propofed to initiate him into the Brother- 
hood that was foon to reform and govern the world. f— , 
That celebrated man, an ornament to the Royal Society 
of London, is neverthelefs reprefented by the journalifls 
of the Se& as an ignorant fellow^ wallowing infuperjli* 
tion, and an enemy of Light.^ 

The Profeifor Hoffman, notwithstanding the high en* 
comiums that had been laviflied on him by thefe very 
journals, no fooner gave proofs of his zeal for religion 
and focial order, than he was reprefented in fimilar co- 
lors. Never had the djfciples of Weiflbaupt fo well prac- 
ifed that law laid down by their teacher, "Difcreditby all 
a means poffible every man of talents that you cannot 
a bring over to your party." Nicolai gave the fignat 
in his German Library, or in the Berlin MonathfchrifU 
, The Brethren of Jena, of Weimar, of Gotha, ofBruns* 
wick, and of Sle wick, immediately obeyed the fignal,and 
repeated the fame calumnies. u Shortly there were no 
a means of fcreening onefelf from a fwarm of periodical 
a writers, who had leagued with the modern Lucian\ 
<c they praifed what he had praifedj they condemned what 
w he had condemned ; the fame turn in their phrafes, even 
a the fame terms are to be obferved when they praife or 
u when they blame an author, and particularly the feme 
«* farcafms and groflhefs of abufe."§ Scarcely could there 
be found in all Germany above two or three journals that 
were not in the hands of the united brethren, or perfoas 
of the fame caft. 

Meantime the adept writers, together with Bahrdt, 
Schultz, Riem, and even PA/WJynigge, who in abandon- 
ing the Illmninees had not renounced their plots, with 
hundreds of other writers of the Se& inundated the pub? 

* See his Apology, Page sz to 59. 

f Life of Zimmerman, by TifFot. t Ibid. 

Ja § The ultimate fate of Mafonry, Page 30; and News of at 
pilible Affociation, Appendix, No. it. 
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tic with their libels in verfe or profe, un^er the forms of 
comedies, romances, fangs, and differtations. AU the te- 
nets of religion, Catholi^ and Proteftant, Were attacked 
with the moft bare-faced irofltf^^ Now the fcene 
began to change \ it was no lo^PT *to defend the Pro- 
teftants againft the attacks of the Catholics $ but the ob- 
literation of every religious tenet became their obvious 
defign. The moft pompous eulogiums were pronounced 
by the journalifts of the Seft on all thofe produ&ions of 
the brethren that openly difleminated every principle of 
Impiety and Sedition.* But what muft appear a ftill more 
aftonifhing contradiftion, though peifedtfy coinciding 
with the views of the Sedt, is, th^t thefe very men who 
wifhed fo defpotically to fway the public opinion? and 
crufh every writer that had not imbibed their principles, 
would pretend tcTperfuade Sovereigns that their fole ob- 
ject was to obtain that right inherent to them from na- 
ture, * to publifh their opinions and fyftems without dan- 
ger or conftraint/ Bahrdt in particular vindicated this 
pretended right, in his publication On the Liberty of the 
Prefs. It contained the fentiments of a rank Atheift, 
who wifhed to imbue his reader with all the moft abomi- 
nable principles of Anarchy and Impiety; the author, ne- 
verthelefs, was extolled by the hebdomadary adepts, and, 
notwithftanding Bahrdt's vindication of the liberty of the 
prefs, they united all their efforts to crufh every writer 
that dared to affect an opinion contrary to theirs. 

The ufe which the brotherhood made of this liberty 
at length roufed the attention of fome few foyereigns.— - 
Frederic William, King of Pruflia, alarmed at the pro- 
grefs which thefe impious and feditious writings were 
making, thought it neceffary to put a curb on them. He 
publjfhed fome new regulations, called the Ediftsfor Re~ 
ligion. This was received by the Illuminees with an au- 
dacity which feerned to denote that they had acquired a 
ftrength fufficient to bid defiance to fovereigns, and both ' 
the Prince and the Ed\& became the objedt of their far- 
cafms and moft violent declamations. At length appeajv 
ed a work attributed to Bahrdt, that was the acme of in- 
folence, and, through derifion, was alfp called the Edifi ^ difcqf 
for Religion. The magift rates orderfci to take cdeni- -?HF! 

* Ibid. 
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zance of this irdult feized on the perfon and papers ofT 
Bahrdt, and all the neceffary proofs of this coalition and 
of its object Were acquired. It might feem that the court 
of Berlin wpuld hav^fcjipKtffHo have imitated the ex* 
ample of that of Batiamroy majcing them public; but the 
adepts had too powerful agents about the miniftry ; and 
numerous arguments were invented for condemning to 
oblivion thefe archives of a new fpecies of confpiracy.— 
All that tranipired was, that the plan had been really form- 
ed, and that a numberof authors, bookfellers y and perfons 
even who could fcarcely have been fufpecled, had entered 
into the aflociation. It is not known how far Weifliaupt 
had contributed perfonally to itj but it appears that he 
twice attended at the headquarters of the united brethren v 
that he ipent feveral days with Bahrdt j and that the rood 
zealous and a&ive of the united brethren we*e alfo difci- 
ples of Weiihaupt. If we are to believe Bahrdt, his fe- 
cret was betrayed by two affociates well worthy of their 
mailer. Thefe were two young libertines, nearly beg. r 
gar?, but who had the talents and meannefs neceffary to 
become the clerks of his impiety* Notwithstanding the 
proofs adduced againft him,, he got off with a flight im- 
prifonment, and fpent the remainder of his exiftence in 
( ! iitrcfs, but without atoning for his vices.. He was re- 
duced to keep a cofFee-houfe at Baflendorff near Halle* 
where he ended his days as miferably as he had lived.— 
The Uluminees have thought fit to abandon his memo- 
ry to that contempt which his vicious life had entailed up- 
on him; but though they affected to blufh at his name,. 
they neverthekfs continued to profecute his plans. 
Its contin* Indeed, at the time of the difcovery of this monftrous 
nation and con/piracy, it had gained too much ground to be crufhed 

cdfa by thc ^ ° f itS firft contr ' ver > and Pf "ffia^and all Ger- 

many, foon became infected with thofe hterary focieties, 
which were nothing more than a modification of WeU 
{baupt's Minerval fchoois. Nor was there in a fhort 
time a town or a large village more free from this fpecies 
of literary focieties that from the Uluminized Lodges ; 
and they were all under the direction of the followers of 
the modern Spartacus* 

Bahrdt's great #bjecl was, to place the affociates and 
other readers under a fort of impoffibility of procuring 
any other writings, or of applying to any other ftudies, 
than thofe of the £ec3; and the precaution it had taken 
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to lnitiatejfo many bookfellers proved' a- powerful fup- 
port. The confpiracy might have affumed a new form ; 
but it ft ill continued a&fre, aoc^^:ffe<5ts became more 
perceptible after its difcovery. ^P^s then fhat the co- 
alition appeared between the bookfellers and the jour- 
nalifts of the Sedt to fupprefs all books that counter- 
acted the progrefs of Sedition and Impiety. It was in 
vain for virtuous and pious men to attempt to open the 
eyes of the people ; they could fcarcely find a bookfeller 
or a printer who would fell or print their works ; or if 
any had confented they would endeavor to difguft the au- 
thor by delays, and a hundred other pretexts. Did the 
author undertake to print it at his own expenfe, the work 
was then thrown by in fome obfcure corner of the (hop 
and never expofed to fale, nor would any bookfeller at- 
tempt to fell it ; and the whole work would be fent back 
to the author under pretence that nobody would buy it. 
The very exiftence of fuch works was not mentioned at 
the fairs held in Germany for the fale of books. At other 
times the author was ftrangely betrayed, the printer giv- 
. ing up his manufcript to the writers of the Seel, and the . 
refutation (if the rhoft fcurrilous abufe can deferve that 
name) was advertifed on the back of the book as foon as 
the firft edition made its appearance. Many authors might 
have brought actions againft their printers of a fimilar 
nature to that which Doctor Stark was obliged to bring, 
and demonftrate a limilar connivance with the Seci and 
breach of truft. a At leaft it is an undeniable fact, that 
11 many learned writers made fruitlefs applications to 
u different bookfellers for publications that had been 
a fupprefled folely becaufe they gave umbrage to the 
tt llluminees. Their letters were never fo much as an- 
"fwered; and the very bookfellers who refufed to fend 
" thefe books to thofe who applied for them, affected to 
" defer the fale till the next fairs, as no buyers were to be 
a found" Many others of thefe works had fcarcely been 
delivered to the bookfellers when they were fent back un- 
der the moft opprobrious pretences ; and what may fur- 
prife the reader is, that no perfons were fo certain of re- 
ceiving fuch refufals as thofe who moft openly defended 
their Princes. In the very ftates of the King of Pruffia 
it was found impoflible to get this fovereign's Apology 
and his Edift for Religion fold in the common way — 
Scarcely had the author fent a few copies to the bookfel- 
lers when they were all returned to him. But did the 
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Writers of the Se& wi(h to publiih the moft fcandalous 
difputations and the moft fcurrilous abufe againft fove- 
reigns and religion, oragainft jnen in office or of high 
refpe&ability, the b^fepers were alert in felling them* 
the joumaliits extdflecRneir excellence* and fought nu> 
merous readers for the author.* 

On one hand, the great trade in thefe productions car- 
ried on by the Se&, with the certainty of felling them to 
the literary clubs $ and on the other the great pecuniary 
contributions made by the rich brethren, formed large 
funds for the coalition* To thefe if we add the fums con^ 
tributed by the brethren whom the Se& had (rationed at 
different courts, in the church and the councils, either out 
of their own emoluments, or the revenues of the church 
and ftate, the reader will eafily conceive how well thefe 
funds fufficed for indemnifying thofe book fellers who had 
fuffered loffes by reftraining their commerce to works ap* 
proved of by the Areopage. A particular fund was efta* 
blifhed for this purpofe. At the appointed time the book- 
feller had but to produce the lift of the works he had fup- 
preffed or refufed to fell with the proper proofs^ arid he re* 4 
ceived a fum of money fufficient to indemnify him for fuch 
loffes. The memorials which I have received from Ger* 
many, as well as feveral letters, inform me that this fund 
(till exifts in that country ; and the French Revolution 
has only furniflied it with many others means of enrich- 
ing itfelf. 

Among the great advantages reaped by the Se£t from 
this plan which had been fo well concerted, we may firft 
obferve the impofftbility under which authors lay of warn- 
ing the public againft the artifices of Illuminifrm In the 
next place it drew over to their intereft that fwarm of 
writers who> more hungry than honeft, are regardlefs of 
truth or falfehood, provided they obtain a good price* In 
fhort, it emboldened that multitude of Sophifters, more 
numerous ftill in Germany than they were in France 5 Po- 
ets, Hiftoi ians, and Dramatifts, nearly all of whom court- 
ed the united brotherhood by airuming the tone of impie- 
ty and anarchy. The moft dangerous device pra&ifed by 
the adepts againft fociety was die great care with which 

* See Nachrichten von einem grofTen aber unfichtbaren Bun* 
de, the Appendix, Nos S and 13, arnd the Journal of Vienna* 
by Hoffman. 
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they initialed theMifferent profeflbrs of the Proteftant uni- 
ver/ities, the fchool-mafters, and the tutors of princes.— 
It is a painful truth, but we muft declare it, and on the 
authority of thofe who are be&ttguainted with the hifto- 
ry and progrefs of Illuminifm, tnat the greater part of the 
universities of the north of Germany were at that time, 
and ftill continue to be, the haunts of IUutriinifm, whence 
its baneful poifons are circulated throughout the neigh* 
boring ftates by the writings and lectures of fuch men 
as the Proieffors Frederic Cramer, Ehlers, and 
Koppev* 

Let not the reader think that the Writers of the Catho* 
lie ftates were exempt from the infection. Vienna was 
overrun with zealots who fought to diffufe the principles 
of the SecT:. The Chevalier de Born, who fhould have 
contented himfelf with the high rank which he held in 
chymiftry, degraded himfelf in that town by becoming a 
leader of the adepts ; and when the Seel was difcovered in 
Bavaria he was (o zealous in the caufe, that he fent back 
his letters of Aifociate t)f the Academy of Munich, pro* 
tefting that he would have no intercourfe with men who 
had been fo little able to judge of Weifliaupt's merits. 

Next on the Vienna lift we find the Sieur Sonnen- 
FELD, one of thofe writers who in this age are called wits* 
though deftitute of common fenfe. He alfo was one of 
the propagators of Illuminifm under the maflc of literary 
focieties. I am informed by perfons who attended his 
clubs, and whom he wiftiea to initiate, that^hefe meet- 
ings began and were held as common academies hold 
theirs: but at the time appointed the fittings brpke up, 
when, only the adepts remaining behind, a fecret council 
was held, in which every thing was concerted and plan- 
ned according to the laws of the united brethren. 

A man whofe name would have given great weight to 
the united brethren, had he hearkened to the praifes la- 
vifhed on him by the IUuminees at that time,f is the 

* See Hoffman's Admonition, Seel. XVI, X VIT, and XVUL 

f It is really laughable to compare the contempt which the 
IUuminees afFecl for Mr. Hoffman at prefent, with the high en- 
comiums which they pronounced on him before he undertook 
to lay open their impofture, or even with thofeietters (full of 
compliment on his wit, ftyle, and talents) which they wrote to 
him io lately as the year 1790* in hopes of enticing him into 
their party. 
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Frofeflbr Hoffman, he who fo nobly joined with Zim- 
merman to tear the made from thefe impoftors, and has 
ever fmce, with his worthy co-adjutor, been the obje£t of 
their moft virulent declamations. In the account given 
by Mr. Hoffman himfelf, we find that the Illuminizing 
recruiters followed him as far as Peft in Hungary. On 
the 26th of June, 1 788, he received from the twenty-two 
chiefs an invitation to become a fellow of the literary 
fbciety which they had already eftablifhed in that town. 
a My anfwer (fays he) was, that I hoped they would give 
" me fome further information refpedting thefe focieties, 
u and then my duty and my prudence would di&ate the 
a anfwer that I fhould make. . . . On divers occafions 
tt afterward, they gave me diftant hints as to the fpirit of 
w their fyftem* They alfo fent me feveral times a lift of 
tt the new members 5 and the fignature of the twenty-two 
' u authenticated thefe various documents j but it was this 

tt very authentication which made me conceive the horrid 
4C plot that was concealed under this affociation." 

f The reader will eafily conceive, that for a man of his 
merit and probity, this was more than fufficient to make 
him reject the offers of fuch a brotherhood. They had 
already iufcribed his name on their regifters, and they 
were obliged to erafe it. As a proof that he had judged 
rightly of them, he quotes the letter of a virtuous and 
dearfighted ftatefman, who, after having officially examin- 
ed the whole plan of the German Union and its myfte- 
ries, prono unices them to be abominations that would make 
§ne 9 s hairjtand on end! Such are bis expreffions ! 

Thefe abominations, however, were far from making 
a fimilar imprefftou on the other apoftles of the Germanic 
Union. Meanwhile Weifhaupt, a tranquil fpe&ator of 
the progrefs of his Illuminifm, feezed to take no part in 
it. The moft a&ive adepts lived round about him at Go- 
tha, at Weimar, at Jcna,and at Berlin; but one might have 
thought him quite indifferent as to their fuccefs. If we 
except the vifits lie received from the brethren, a few 
journies that he took, and particularly thofc which he had 
made to fee the founder of the Germanic Union, nothing 
# ' could depofe againft him as the founder or chief who con- 

• tinucd to direct the plots of the Sect. But let the reader 
never lofe fight of his precepts on the art of appearing 
peitccHy idle in the midft of the greateft activity; let him 
reflect on thole menaces which he iilued fix months after 
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his flight from Munich : Let our enemies rejoice. Their 
joy Jhallfoon be changed into for row. Don't think that 
tven in my banijhment IJhall remain idle* After this, it 
is eafy to judge of his fuppofed nullity in the progrefs of 
his confpiracy. However fecret he may have been in the 
part he was acting, he could obferve but too well the ap- 
proaching accomplishment of the prediction he had made 
fo early as the fecond year of his Illuminifm, when he 
wrote to his firft adepts, " The great obftacles are over* 
<c come; you will now fee us proceed with gigantic Arides,'* 
The Sedt had not been in exiftence twelve years when 
Germany was overrun with an immenfe number of adepts 
and demi-adepts. It was afluming a menacing afpe& in 
Holland, in Hungary, and in Italy. One of the adepts 
called Zimmerman, who began by being the chief of a 
Lodge at Manheim, and who foon became as zealous for 
the propagation of the Se<5t, as the Famous Zimmerman 
had been to counteract their dark defigns, would often 
brag that he had founded more than a hundred of thofo 
confpiring clubs known under the name of literary focie- 
ties, or of Mafonic Lodges, during his career thro' Italy, 
Hungary, and Switzerland. To give the fatal impulfe to 
the world, it now only remained for the Se£t to carry its 
myfteries into a nation powerful and adtive indeed, but 
unfortunately more fufceptible of that effervefcence which 
bereaves man of the power of thinking, than of that judg- 
ment which foresees difafters ; to a nation which in its 
ardor and enthufiafm, too eafily forgets that true great- 
nefs is not that courage which bids defiance to danger f for 
the vandals and barbarians can boaft of fuch heroes ;) to 
a nation, in fhort, that has ever been a prey to illufions, 
and which, before it would hearken to the councils of wis- 
dom, might in its firft £ury overturn the altar and fhiver 
the fcepter, returning to reafon only in time to weep over 
the ruins, and lament the devaluation of which it had been 
the caufe. 

This defcription unfortunately was too applicable to 
France, which in many refpects might claim the primacy 
among nations, but was too eafily Ted away by illufions. 
The fcrutinizing Areopage had fixed its eyes on her, and 
now judged it a convenient time for fending its emiffa* 
ries tp the banks of the Seine. This will be the proper 

* Letter to Fifher, 9th Auguft, 17S5. 
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commencement of the fourth Epoch of Hluminifm.-^ 
Now let the reader prepare %o contemplate ftates convu) 
fed, citizens butchered, in a word, to ponder over all the 
crimes and difafters inherent in the very nature of Revo- 
Itttijns. 



to.— * 
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CHAR XL 



Fourth Epoch of Illumini/ty. 

The Deputation from Weijhaupfs Illyminees to the Free 
Mafons of Paris,— *State of French Mafonry at that 
period. — -Labors and Succejfes of the Deputies, — Ca- 
alition of the Confpiring SopbiJiers> Mafons^ and Illy~ 
mineeSy generating the Jacobins, 

AS early as the year 1782, Philo and Spartacus had Pro | e<as 
formed the plan of converting the French nation nC ' 

to their Syftem of Illuminifm ; but the vivacity and ca- 
pricious temper of the people, fo difficult to be reftrained, 
made it feem prudent for the two Chiefs at that time not 
to extend their attempts beyond Strafbourg. The ex- 
plofion in France might be premature; its too volatile 
and impetuous people might be unwilling to wait till other 
nations were properly prepared for the grand object ; and 
\V~eifhaupt, in particular, was not a man to be fatisfied 
with partial dr local infurrecYions, which might only fervp 
to put other Sovereigns on their guard. The Reader has 
already ften him in fecret, preparing his Adepts, and con- 
triving the concatenation of his correfpondence, in fucha 
manner, that he had but to give the fignal when the fa- 
vorable moment (hould come, On the fatal day of revo- 
lution, and at the appointed hour, legions of brethren 
were to fpring forth on all fides from their fecret recedes, 
whether Lodges, Academies, or under what other denomi- 
nation foever, from the North to the South, aad from the 
Eaft to the Weft. All Europe in fliort was to be revo- 
lutionized at the fame inftant ; all nations were to be hur- 
ried into a 14th of July; and all kings were, like Lewis 
the Sixteenth, to awake prifoners in the hands of their 
own fubjedts. Altars and thrones were fimultaneoufly 
to vanifli from the earth. According to this plan, as ha? 
juft been obferved, the French were to be thelaft people 
initiated in the myfteries, as the Chiefs took it for grant- 
ed, that with their natural impatience they would never 

Pi 
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be brought to wait till the explofion could be univerfally 
prepared, 
haftened Already, however, there exifted feme adepts in the very 
by Mira- heart of the kingdom. Some few had been initiated by 
l>€au ' Knigge at the time of the meeting at Willemftaden.— 

During that very year, we find on the lift of brethren, 
Dietrich, that Mayor of Strafbourg who has fince in 
Alface rivalled Robefpierre by his cruelties.* Another 
adept of vaft importance to the Seel was the Marquis D£ 
Mirabeau, who was afterwards to become fo famous in 
the revolutionary annals of his country. What ftrange 
infatuation poflefled the minifters of the moft honeft man 
that ever fwayed a fceptre, to entruft this Marquis with 
the interefts of their mafter at the court of Berlin, well 
knowing (as they did) the monftrous immorality of his 
private life, is more than I /hall attempt to explain. One 
might be led to think that it was not deemed fuflicient 
that Lewis XVI. had faved him from the fcaffold, but 
his villany was to be recompenfed by a fecret miffion 
which feemed to denote the utmoft confidence of his 
fovereign. Mirabeau at Berlin conducted the King's 
affairs juft as he had formerly done thofe of his father and 
mother, fully ready to facrifice all parties and tofellhim- 
felf to the higheft bidder^ With fuch a difpofition, he 
could not long avoid the notice of the Pruflian Illuminees; 
and Nicolai Biefter, Gedike, and Leuchfenring foon be- 
came his conftant companions. At Brunfwick he met 
with Mauvillqn, the worthy difciple of Knigge, and 
at that time a ProfeiTbr in the Caroline College. This 
was the man who initiated the profligate Marquis in the 
laft myfteries of Illuminifm.f 

Long before his initiation Mirabeau had been acquaint- 
ed with all the revolutionary powers of the Mafonic Lodg- 
es 5 nor did he, when initiated, undervalue thofe which 
flowed or might flow from Weifbaupt's inventive geni- 
us. On his return to France he began to introduce the 
new myfteries among feme of his Mafonic brethren. — 
His firft aflbciate was the Abbe Talleyrand de Pe- 
rigoud, who had already begun toa£t the part of Judas 

* Welt un menfehen Kentnifs, P. 130. 

f See the Difcourfe of a Mafterof a Lodge.on the ultimate 
fate of Mafonry; Appendix to this Difcourfe — Important Ad- 
monition by Hoffman, Vol. II. Se&. VII. &c. &c. 
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In the firft order of the church. But to have only intro*- 
duced the myfteries was not fufficient for the Marquis; 
he would have teachers come from Germany, who were 
better verfed than he was iri the illumining arts. Well 
acquainted with the reafons that had induced the chiefs 
of the Order to defer the converfion of France, he found 
means to convince them, that the time was now come 
for the accomplishment of their views ; that the whole 
nation only waited for their new revolutionary means, to 
burft into an open rebellion, for which they had been fo 
long prepared by other confpirators ; and that the Illu- 
minees might moft certainly turn the fcales. A private 
correspondence then took place between him and Mau- 
villon ;* but of this a fufficiency has not tranfpired to 
enable the hiftorian to defcribe the intrigues that took 
place on the occafion; certain it is, however, that Mira- 
beau's plan was adopted by the Areopage; and bv a plu- 
rality of votes it was decided, that France (houla be im- 
mediately illuminized. This was an undertaking of too 
great importance to be entrufted to a common adept— 
The man who, fince the retreat of Spartacus 9 had been Deputa- 
looked upon as the Chief of the Order, offered himfelf; tion ° f the 
and Jmelius.BoDE, the worthy fucceflbr of both Knigge f^Ge?- 
and Weifhaupt, was deputed to the French Lodges, in many. 
which the illuminization was to commence. Bode re- 
ceived as an aflbciate in this miflion Bnyard that other 
pupil of Knigge's whofe real name was William Ba- 
ron de Busche, a Captain in the Dutch fe*vice, heir 

* It is to this fame Mauvillon that the German writers at- 
tribute the greater part of thofe two works publifhed by Mira- 
beau, under the titles of The Prujian Monarchy, and /fn £i- 
Jay on the IUuminees. Hence the ni^h encomiums pafTed on 
Weiihaupt in the former, (Vol. V. Book VII.) and all the cun- 
ning artifice that is obfervable in the latter, whkh was writren 
with no other view than to miflead the public, by profeflin& to 
betray the fecrets of the Sect, without, in tru;h, laying a iingle 
■word that could expoie its views; and by leading aft ray the 
reader's attention to far different objects. This device made .he 
French believe that they were thoroughly acquainted wiih Jl- 
lurrrinifm, though they were fo perfectly ignorant on thefub- 
jee"l as to have confounded Weithaupt's lliuminees with the 
Swedenborgians. Thi anifice alfo ferved a* a cloak under 
which Mirabeau introduced Uluminifm into France, at the time 
when he pretended to write againft it. The very appellation of 
Philalsts which he gave to his adepts was a trick, as it 'denot- 
ed the Theofophical illuminees, quite another fpecies. 
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to a large fortune, a man of talents, and well verfed in af J 
that artifice and low cunning which the Infinuators werd 
w>nt to ftyle prudence and wifdom. This Baron had 
been formerly employed to propagate the plots of the SeSt 
in thofe very provinces which had a right to expedtfrom 
him even the facrifice of his life in defence of its laws.* 
The zeal with which he had fulfilled his firft miffion 
feemed to give him an indifputable title to the honor of 
attending on the Chief of the Order in his journey tQ 
Paris. 
State of Circumftances could not have been more favorable 

Mafomy than they were at that time for the deputies, nor more 
jn France difaftrous for France. The Philoibphifm of the age had 
at that pe- p erat ed on the Lodges as fully as could be expected, to 
nQ * prepare the reign of that Equality and Liberty taught by 

Voltaire and Rofleau,^and which only needed the laft 
myfteries of Weifliaupt to convert them into the moft 
abominable impiety and moft abfolute anarchy. A line 
had been drawn between the degrees of ancient and of 
modern Mafonry. The former with the puerile paftimes, 
and obfcure iymbols, were left to the commonalty of the 
Brethren. 1 he latter, ftyled pbilofophical^ comprehend- 
ed thofe which I have defcribed under the titles ox Knights 
of the Suriy the higher Rafter ucians y md the Knights Ka- 
dofeb. At the head of all thefe focieties (whether ancient 
or modern) wefe three Lodges at Paris, particularly re- 
markable for the authority which they exercifed over the 
reft of the Order, and for the influence that they pofleffed 
over the opinions of the Brethren. 
The The firft of thefe, The Grand Orient^ was rather a 

Grand re-union of all the regular Lodges of the kingdom (re- 
*r R p E ^ T prefented by their deputies) than a Lodge. It might be 
aos. ca jj e( j a f ott f Mafonic Parliament fubdivjded into four 
Committees, which> when united, formed the Grand 
Council or Lodge, where all the affairs of the Order were 
definitively determined. The Committees were fub-di- 
vided into that of Adminiftration of Paris , of the Pro- 
vinceS) and of the Degrees. Of all thefe, the latter was 
the mainfpring and the moft impenetrable j for no vifitors 
were admitted to it, as they were to the three others, to 
the ordinary meetings of which all Matters or Venerable* 
of Lodges had free accefs. 

* Original Writings, and Philo's Berichte, 6. 
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Three great Officers of the order were attached to thxi 
j\lafonic Parliament; to wit, the Grand Mafter^ the 
General Adminijlrator^ and the Sreat Confervator* His 
moft Serene Highnefs Brother-Philip of Orleans, firft 
Prince of the blood, was Grand Matter ar the time when 
the Illuminees arrived in Paris* The two other offices 
were filled by perfohs of the firft diftin&ion; but their 
characters ire fuch, that they will ever ftand incontefta- 
ble proofs of what I have already aflerted, that even in the 
very higheft degrees of the Order, there were modified 
myfteries for thofe who, by their rank, were to ferye as a 
frote&ion for its plots without even furmifing their ten- 
dency.* 

Such, however, was not the cafe with Philip of Or* 
Jeans. His rank of Grand Mailer, his impiety, and in- 
fatiable thirft for vengeance, fuificiently demonftrated to 
the Illuminizing Miffionaries how well he was qualified 
and how far prepared to fecond their defigns in the mul- 
titude of Lodges that recognized him as Grand Matter. 
So early as the year 1787 we find that France contained 
(as may be feen in the itatement of its correfpondence) 
two hundred and eighty-two towns, in which were to be 
found regular Lodges under the direction of the Grand 
Matter. In Paris alone there exifted eighty-one 5 fixteen 
at Lyons, feven at Bourdeaux, five at Nantes, fix at Mar- 
seilles, ten at Montpellier, ten at Touloufe; in fiiort, in 
almoft every town die Lodges were in pretty juft ratio to 
the population, Indeed it would feem that even this vaft 
empire over French Mafonry was not fufficient for the 
Grand Orient, as by the fame ftatement we find the 
Grand Matter iffuing out his inftru&ions to the Lodges 
©fChambery in Savoy, of Locle in Switzerland, of Br ux- 
.elles in Brabant, of Cologne, Liege and Spa in Weft- 
phalia, of Leopold and Warfaw in Poland, of Mofcow 
in Ruffia, of Portsmouth in Virginia, of Fort Royal in 
Grenada, and in Ihort to Lodges in all the French Colo- 
nies. Thus did Philip of Orleans and his Grand Orient 
enfure to the Illuminees as powerful an alliance as that 
formerly made by Knigge with the German Lodges un- 
*ler the dire&ion of Weilhaupt. f 

* See the Alphabetical Statement of the Correfpondence of 
the Lodges of the G. O. of France. 

f Ibid. Art. Foreign State*. 
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The Subject to the Grand Orient we next find at Paris a 

Lodge of Lodge called Les Amis Riunis (or United Friends), 
the Amis w hj c h was more particularly charged with all Foreign 
bunis. c oir efpo n( i cncc# Thefamous RevolutioniftSAV alette 
de Lange, was one of its leading members. This adept 
held under government the office of Garde du Trefor 
Royal ; that is to fay, he enjoyed that confidence to which 
none but the moft faithful fubjeft could be efititled; yet 
at that very time was he engaged in the various plots and 
myfteries of all the different Se&s. In order to form an 
union of them all, he had introduced into his Lodge the 
different fyftems of the Sophifters, of the Martinifts and 
of the other Mafons ; and, the more to impofe on the 
Public, he alfo introduced all the luxuries and amufements 
of the Great. Concerts and balls made Brethren of high 
rank flock to his Lodge, and they came with the moft 
brilliant equipages. Soldiers flood fentry in the avenues, 
that the multitude of carriages might not occafion difor- 
der ; indeed a ftanger might have thought that it was un- 
der the aufpices of the King himfelf that thefe balls were 
given. The Lodge was refplendent, as the more wealthy 
Mafons contributed to the expenfes of the Orcheftra, 
lights, refrefhments, and, in fhort, of all thofe divcrfions 
which appeared to be the fole object of their union. But 
while the Brethren were dancing with their female adepts, 
or were counting in the common Lodge-room the fweets 
of Equality and Liberty, they little fulpected that a oV- 
tret Committee held its fittings over their heads, and were 
employed in preparing the means for difFufing that Equal-, 
ity and Liberty over all ranks and conditions, from the 
palace to the cot. 

It was actually over the common Lodge-room that the 
Committee held its fittings under the iitleof the Secret Com- 
mittee of United Friends, whofe grand adepts were two men 
equally famous in the myfteries at Lyons and at Paris. — 
Thefe were WiLLERMOzandCHAPPEdelaHENRiERE. 
During the whole time of the feftivity two tylers, with 
drawn fwords, flood, one at the bottom of the ftair-cafe, 
the other near the upper door, to defend the entrance of 
the new Sanctuary, where were kept the archives of the 
Secret Correfpondence. Even the man to whom all the 
packets from the Brethren of Germany or Italy were di- 
rected, was not permitted to pafs beyond the threihold of 
the door. He was unacquainted with the cypher of the 
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Correfpondence ; his duty was merely to carry the pack- 
ets to the door of the Committee;* Savalette de Lange 
came to receive them, and the fccret never tranfpired be- 
yond the walls of the Committee. The Reader may ea- 
Jily conceive the nature of this Correfpondence, and of 
the Councils held in confequence of it, when he is inform- 
ed, that to gain admittance into this Secret Committee, 
it was not fufficient to have been initiated in all the de- 
grees of ancient Mafonry, but it was necefTary to be a 
Majler of all the Philofophical Degrees \ that is to fay, 
to have fworn hatred to Chrijlianity with the Knights of 
the Sun, and hatred to every worjhipy and to all Kings 
with the Knights Kadofch. 

There exifted other lurking haunts of rebellion, lefs Tne j 
known, but ftill more formidable; fuch as that in the Rue \u r™^ 
de la Sourdiere y where the Brethren of Avignon, pupils j a g OUR . 
of Swedenborg and St. Martin, came to mingle their dure. 
myfteries with thofe of the Roficrucians and other Ma- 
fbns both ancient and fophifticated. In public, under the 
difguife of quacks and vifionary ghoft-raifers, thefe new 
adepts fpoke of nothing but their powers of evoking fpi- 
rits, raifing and interrogating the dead, and a hundred 
other phenomena of a fimilar nature. But in the dark re- 
cefles of their Lodges, thefe new law-givers were fofter- 
ing plots nearly of the fame tendency as thofe of Weifhaupt, 
but more atrocious in their conftru£tion* I have alrea- 
dy expofed their diforganizing myfteries in treating of 
Swedenborg and St. Martin. I fcarcely dared to credit 
the horrid trials and abominable oaths faid by feveral wri- 
ters to be exacled from the adepts. I could wifli to have 
fpoken of them on the authority only of the adepts them- 



* I was informed by one of the Brethren who for a long time 
was the carrier of thefe difpatches, that, after fome time, wifh- 
ing to become a Member of the Committee, he was induced to 
get himfelf initiated in thefe degrees; but that he forbore do- 
ing it, becaufe an engagement for lifenvas required, andalfoan 
annual contribution of fix hundred livres* (i$l) He alio in- 
formed me, that each Brother paid a fimilar contribution, and 
that the whole management of thefe Funds was left to the Bro- 
ther Savalette, who never gave in any accounts. This was a 
Fund to be added to the many means of conuption already in 
the poffeffion of the adepts of the Occult Lodges. Who can 
fay how far thefe refources were extended in the hands of a 
man who had the care of the Trefor Royal? The Confpirators 
very well knew how to chufe both their men and their places. 
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felves or of the Code; but thofe with whom I have ad 
yet been acquainted, had only been initiated in part of the 
myfteries ; yet by what they had learned, it will not be 
difficult for the reader to form a judgment of the remain- 
der. 

It is an inconteftible fact to begin with, that Sweden- 
borg's Illuminees, ftyled in France the Martinifts, and 
alfo calling themielves the beneficent Knights^ had their 
travelling adepts after the manner of the Illuminees of 
Weifhaupt. It is alfo certain that the pretended Phi- 
laleteS) or lovers of truth, had formed a code of laws for 
themfelves, had organized focieties, and, like Weifliaupt, 
had intruded them irtfo the Mafonic Lodges, there to 
fearch after men who might be difpofed to receive their 
myfteries, and adopt their new degrees. Among the lat- 
ter was one called the Knights of the Phoenix. A Knight 
of this degree giving himfelf out for a Saxon, and a Ba- 
ron of the Holy Roman Empire, poffeiTed of the moil 
pompous certificates from feveral Princes of Germany, 
came to exercife his Apoftlefhip in France * very few 
years before the late Revolution.* After having fpent 
forne time in a central town, vifited the Lodges, and ob- 
ferved the Brethren, he thought that he had difcovered 

three worthy of being initiated in the higher fciences. 

The Venerable or M after of the Lodge, in whofe words 
we (hall relate the ftory, was one of thefe worthies. * c All 
u things agreed on, (faid the Venerable) we three waited 
tt on our Illuminee, ardent to be initiated in the new mys- 
" ries which he had promifed. 

" As he could not fubjeft us to the ordinary trials, he 
cc difpenfed with them as much as lay in his power. In 
cc the middle of his apartment he had prepared a chaffing- 
" difh and a brafier full of fire ; on his table were various 
u fymbols, and among others a Phoenix encompafled by a 
tc Serpent with its tail in it§ mouth, forming a circle.-r- 
" The explanation of the myfteries began by that of the 
11 brafier and other fymbols. * This brafier (faid he) is 
u here to teach you, that fire is the principle of all things i 
cc that it is the great agent of nature, and imparts action 

* I could have named this man, as he is mentioned in my 
manufcript Memoirs as a Pbilalete Illuminee very famous ia 
Pruflia. ftut the perfon whom the reader will obferve fo indig- 
nant at thefe myfteries is at prefent in France; prudence, there- 
fore, on his account, forbids me to mention names. 
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* c to bodies. That man receives from that agent life, 
w with the power of thinking and of acting.' Such was 
* c the tenor of his firft leffon. Our llluminee then pro- 
" ceeded to explain the other fymbols.— * This ferpent 
M forming a circle (fays he) is the emblem of the Eterni- 
ty ty of the Worlds which, like this ferpent, has neither 
« beginning nor end. The ferpent, you may alfo know, 
* c has the property of annually renovating its fkin; thi$ 
<c will figure to you the revolutions of the univerfe, and 
tc of nature, which appears to weaken and even to perifl} 
* at certain epochs, but which, in the immenfity of ages, 
c * only grows old to become young again, and to prepare 
*'• for new revolutions. This Phoenix is a ftjll more na* 
** tural expofition of the fucceflion and perpetuation of 
" thefe* phenomena. Mythology has reprefented this bird 
* c as re-vivifying from its own allies, only to fljow how 
u the univerfe is reproduced, and will continue to be to^ 
" from itfelf,' 

" Thus far the Illuminizing Baron had taught us, un r 
cc der the common promife of fecrecy, when on a fudden 
^ he flopped and informed us, that he could not proceed 
" any farther without previously exacting an oath, the 
* c formula of which he read to us to fee whether we were 
* c difpofed to talje it. We all fhuddered at hearing it.— 
* l The exa& words I do not pretend to ftate; but it was 
* c a promife, in the mod execrable terms, to obey the 
c * chiefs of his Illuminifm. We endeavored to conceal our 
* c indignation, that we might hear to what lengths he 
€C would proceed j he then came to the promife of renoun r 
a cing and abjuring the ?noJi f acred tics, thofe of citizen^ 
** tffafyeff) of one's family, oj father^ n^ofhei ^friend, chiU 
& /lren> hujband f At thefe words one of the three, unable 
cc to endure it any longer, faljied forth from the room, re- 
«* turned with a drawn fword in his hand, and ran at 
V the lljuminizing Baron in a moft violent rage. We 
** were happy enough to ftop and hold him until he had 
* c recovered his fenfes a little. Then, however, our co}- 
& league hurft into the moft violent paifion, abuling tha 
^ Baron for a rafcal, and telling him, that if he were not 
<c out of the town in twenty-four hours he would have 
** him taken up and hanged." The reader will readily 
fuppofe that the IJaron made the belt of his way out of the 
place. 

Another affair that will throw fome light on this mon-* v 
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ftrous Sefl took place at Vienna. A young man of Iiigfit 
birth, and who has fignalized himfelf by his bravery du- 
ring this war, felt an impulfe, like many others of his age, 
to become a Free-mafon. His Lodge, though he knew 
it not, was one of thole under the direction of the fame 
fpecies of Illuminees. He had often been made the bearer 
of letters which he ftrongly fufpe&ed. At length he de- 
termined not to deliver them, under pretence that he had 
nor found the perfons at home to whom they were direct- 
ed, but in fact becaufc he did not wifli to be made the in- 
ftrument of treafon. Curiofity, however, getting the bet- 
ter of him v he ftill continued to folicit admiflion to the 
higher degrees. At length his initiation was fixed for the 
next day, when* he received a letter demanding an imme- 
diate interview, and written in the moft preffing ftyle.— ♦ 
When he came to the place appointed he found an adept 
the former friend of his father. " I am now taking fuck 
a a ftep (faid he), that the leaft indifcretion on your part 
<c will certainly coft me my life* but I thought myfel£ 
* c bound to it in confequence of the friendfliip which your 
cc father always fhewed me and the regard that 1 have per- 
" fortally for, yourfelf. I am a loft man if youdo not keepi 
" my fecret; but on the other hand, you are forever un~ 
" done if you prefent yourfelf at the Lodge to receive the 
u degree for which you have been foliciting. I know you 
tt too well to think that you would take the oath which 
" will be propofed to your You cannot diffembfe; and 
a ftill lefs will you be able to think or zSt as they would 
cc wifh to make you. Horror will betray you, and thea 
" all will be over with you. You are already on the BLACK. 
" list as fufpefted* Knowing you as I "do, I can allure 
w you that ; ou will foon be on the Red y or blood list 
M (blode liji)> and then never natter yourfelf with a hope 
u to efcape the poifons or the affaflins of the Sect*" This 
youth's refolution was not to be fubdued by fear* Before 
he would acquiefce, he wiftied at leaft to be made acquaint- 
ed with fome of thole terrible engagements in which he 
was to bind himfelf, and which he would not be able to 
keep. His friend then explained the oath that would be 
required, and he found it to be no other than the utter re- 
nunciation of all tire moft facred ties of Religion, of ioci- 
ety, and of nature ; and a vow to recognize no other law 
than the commands of his llluminizing Superiors. He 
/ fliuddered at hearing of fuch bonds j he fount! means of 
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deferring his initiation, and abandoned the Lodges entire- 
ly before it was too late. Since the Revolution, c ire u al- 
liances have induced this Gentleman to leave the Auftri- 
an fervice and engage in the Englifh ; but it was from his 
own mouth that I learned how much he feared that his^ 
friend had been put on the Red Lift for the friendly fer- 
vice he had rendered Tiim. Certain it is, that he heard 
«>f his death a fhort time after this interview had taken 
place. 

The reader will naturally wifh to return to our Bava- 
rian IDuminees ; but that he may better underftand what 
was and what ought to be the effect of their miflion, I 
mull firft defcribe the compofition of the Lodge in which 
they were to be' received; and for that purpofe, I muft 
again infift on thofe Illumiriees fo well known in France 
under the name of Tbeofophes. Let us compare the 
above-mentioned black lift and blood list with an an- 
ecdote that indeed I. could never credit until I was at 
length informed of the circumftances by men v/ho were 
perfectly well acquainted with them. Every body knew T he 
that the large manfion of Ermenonvillei belonging to *' oc *£ c * 
Mr. Gerardin, and fituated about thirty miles from Paris, v j[jJ! en0n " 
was a principal haunt of Illuminifm. It is alfo well known, 
that there, at the tomb of Jean jaques RoufTeau, under 
pretence of regenerating man and reftoring him to the 
age of nature, the moil horrible diffolutenefs of morals 
was pra&ifed. The famous impoftor Sa'mt Germain. 
prefided over thefe rnyfteries; he was the God of them, 
and he alfo had his blood lift. The Chevalier de Lts- 
fcURE fell a fatal Viftim to it. He withed to withdraw 
from this horrid t fociety ; perhaps even, to difcover its 
aberriinations* Poifou was mingled with his drink, and 
he was not a ftranger to the caufe of his death. Before 
he expired he pofitively declared to the Marquis de 
Montroi, a general officer, that he fell a vi&im to this 
Infamous crew ofllluminees.* 

* Nothing can equal the profligacy of morals thatTaged a- 
Irtong thefe inhabitants of Ermenonville. Everv woman admit- 
ted to the myfteries became common to the Brotherhood — 
That -which St, Germain had chofen for himfeif was called the 
Virgin; me alone had the privilege of not being delivered over 
to chance, or to the commands of thefe true Adamites, unlefs 
St. Germain thought proper to confer the title of Virgin on 
Tome other woman. This vile impoftor, more adroit than Cag« 
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Having afcertained thefe facls, I (hall no lemgef hell-s- 
tate to confider as fo many hiftorical truths, fifft, all th& 
oaths and wifhesfor the deftru£Hon of the Altai* and tha 
Throne 5 fecondly, all thofe do&rines fo exadtly coifici- 
ding with what has been already extracted frofii the Work£ 
of the Se£t $ and, laftly^ all thofe abominable oaths and 
horrid trials defcribed by a multitude of authors. Not* 
fhall I be guilty of any calumny when I declare, that the 
fole difference between this Sed and Weiihaupt's lies in 
the ceremonial. Atheifm is as precifely the ultimate cb- 
je<Sl of their theofophy* as it is of Wei&atipt's myfteries. 
Neither will allow, that a man of nature can be bound by 
the laws of fociety ; both declare that fovereigns are no- 
thing more than tyrants $ and both agree, that all means 
of annihilating Priefts, Kings, Altars, and Laws, (howe- 
ever atrocious they may be in themfelves) become meri- 
torious and noble when directed to that end. But they 
excel even the modern Sparlacus in their arts for kind- 
ling and inflaming the zeal of their aflaffins and parricides. 
That the means of the former are not to be compared 
with thofe of the latter, let the reader decide on the fol* 
lowing ttatemeht. 

When one of thofe unfortunate men who have been 
Jed away by the Sedt into all the illufions of their vifions* 
wifhes to be initiated into the art of prodigies, the fci- 
ence of fciences* in fhort into the laft fecrets of the adepts, 
the propofition is made to him to confummate his devo»- 
lion to the fuperiors who are entrufted with thefe fcien- 
ces. This will be a new cohtra&, and will make him 

Iioftro, had actually perfuaded his adepts that he was in pos- 
feflim of an Elixir of Immortality ; that he had gone through 
feveral changes by means of the metempfychofisf that he had 
already died three times, But that he would die no more; that 
flnce his la,ft change he had Jiired fifteen hundred years:—- And 
there were dupes who, too wife to credit the eternal truths 
taught by a Ood-made-man, firmly believed in this metemp*- 
fychofis and in the fifteen hundred years of their God St. Ger- 
main ! ! — Neither did they know that that period of time was 
no more than an allufion to the Mafonic degrees. According to 
the Mafonic fi&ion, an Apprentice is three years Old, a Fellow- 
Craft five, and a Matter Feven. This age goes on in fuch an in- 
creafinc ratio in certain degrees, that a Scotch Knight is faid 
to be jive hundred years old. When a Mafon therefore comes 
and fays, I am fo many years old, it is no more than faying I 
am of fuch a degree.. (See Gefchickte der unbekanten ontbi 
Scotch Degrees J 
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the \>Unxl inftrument of all the plots into which he will 
foon be plunged. On the day appoiritdtf for his initiation ^ 
he is led through dark windings to the den of trials. In 
this cavern the image of death, the mechanifm of fpe&res, 
potions of blood, fepulchral lamps^ fiibterraneous voices, 
every thing, in fhort, that can affright the imagination, 
and fuccemvely hurry him from terror to errthufiafm, is 
put in a&ion, until at length, worn out by fright, fatigue, 
hope, or enthuftafm, the candidate is fo perfectly deprived 
of his reafon, that he cannot help following any impulfe 
that he may receive. Then it is that the voice of the 
ihvifible Hierophant burfts forth from this abyfe, makes 
the vaults refound with its menaces, and prefcribes the 
following execrable oath, Which the Candidate repeats af- 
ter him : 

44 1 here break all the ties of the flefli that bind me to 
<# father, mother, brothers, lifters, wife, relations, friends, 
** mi/treJfcS) kings, chiefs, benefactors ; in fhort, to every 
c< perfpn to whom I have promifed faith, obedience, gra- 
<c tude, or fervice/* 

<c I fwear to reveal to the new chief whom I acknow* 
€t ledge every thing that I {hall have feen,done, read, heard, 
* learned, or difcovered; and even to feek after and fpy 
* c into things that might otherwifg efcape my notice. I 
u fwcar to revere the Aqua Tophana^ as a certain, prompt, 
** and neceffary means of ridding the earth by the death or 
cc ftupefa&ion of thofe who revile the truth, or feek to 
u wreft it from my hands."* 

Scarcely has the candidate pronounced this oath when 
the fame voice informs him, that from that inftant he is 
releafedyra/fl ail other oaths that he had taken either to his 
country or tb the laws. * Fly (it fays) the temptation of 
"ever revealing what you have juft heard; for light* 
<c ning is not more inftantaneous than the dagger that 
* fliall reach you in whatever part of the world you may 
%i be." 

Thus did this atrocious SeSt form its adepts. Spring- 
ing from the delirious reveries of a Swedenborg, it tra- 
vels from England to Avignon, Lyons, and Paris. In 
this latter town, and as early as the year 178 1, a club of 
this fpecies of Illuminees (to the number of 125 or 130) 

# See the Red Lodge unveiled, Page 11, and the Hiftory of 
the Affaffination of Guftavus III. King of Sweden, Seel. 4. 
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had formed itfelf, holding its fittings in the above men- 
tioned Rue de la Sourdiere. Savalette de Lange, the 
fame man whom we havefeen fo immerfed in the corres- 
pondence of the Committee of the Amis Reunis y prefided 
Over this club* The famous Count St. Germain often 
held meetings at this fame Lodge. Cagliostro was 
invited to it by a fpeeial deputation for the purpofe. Hi- 
therto this man's myfteries had only been thofe of anim- 
poftor; but here he foon learned to be a confpirator. It 
was from this Lodge that he derived that knowledge of 
the revolution which he pretended to foretel in a fort of 
prophetic cant when he made his appearance in London 
after he had been liberated from the B aft i lie. It was 
thence that he received his miffions for Rome, where 
he was to fow the feeds of Revolution. One of the A- 
depts j:hat had been deputed to him was a Mr. Raymond, 
who had been the mailer of the Poft-office at Befancou. 
He was an enthufiaft, and his imagination was bewilder- 
ed with Swedenborg's vifions. From him the knowledge 
was derived of this Lodge having had a hundred .arid thir- 
ty refident members at Paris, and more than a hundred 
end fifty travelling members or correfpondents in differ- 
ent parts of the Globe \ that, after the example of Hoi. 
bach's club, they had their compilers and printers who 
were circulating their revolutionary poifons among all 
daiTes of the people.* In the perfon of Dietrich, Se« 
cretary to the Lodge, we find every fpecies of Illuminifm. 
Condorcet alfo was a member; he whp needed only 
to be made acquainted with Weifbaupt's plots jto belong 
to every confpiring Se£t ; though it is not certain, that 
Dietrich had not already put him in dired: correfpondence 
with the modern Spartacus. — Let the reader mark well 
of what perfons this Lodge was compofed. We fhall 
have occafion to advert to it again for the illuftration of 
many a fanguinary fcene. In the mean time let us take a 
view of other mafonic haunts, that we may difcover all 

* 1 have been informed of aU thefe circumftances by a maa 
who was for a long time connected with the Poflmafler Ray- 
mond, but who re/ifted all his arts of feduclion. f his fame 
perfons, on whom I can perfectly rely, alfo informed me, that 
lie had feen the minutes of the Lodge, which were regularly 
printed by Clouzier in the Rue de Sorbonne; but that they were 
fo overloaded with^>»/ and hieroglyphics ; thai it was impofi* 
hi* for any but the adepts to read them. 
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thefc different Se&s, the harbingers of fuch horrors, uni- 
ting and combining into one hideous mafs of confpirators 
under the difaftrous name of Jacobins. 

Befide the lodges that I have already named, there ex*, 
ifted two others in Paris, the more remarkable as they 
fhew how the confpirators would as it were clafs them- 
fclves according to the degree of error they had adopted, 
cm* the views that had prompted them to engage in the 
general confpiracy. One of thefe Lodges was called the 
Nine Sifters. This was the re-union of the Mafonic 
brethren who ftyled themfelves Philofophers. The other 
was named the Lodge of Candor, and was chiefly compo- 
fed of thofe Mafons who in the world heW a high rank 
and bore titles of nobility, while in the Lodges they trai- 
teroufly confpired againft Nobility, and more particularly 
againft the monarchy and againft religion. 

The unfortunate Duke de la Rochefoucault, at once 
the dupe and protector of the Sophifters, belonged to the 
Lodge of the Nine Sifters. Paftoret was the Mafter of T ^ 
it, he who in public appeared to facrifice to rank and h° SJL 
riches, and even to court religion; but whofe revolu- sifters, 
tionary career would have caufed lefs furprize had the ac- 
tive part he had taken in the dark receffes of this Lodge 
been more generally known. The name of Condor cet al- 
fo appears here, as it docs in every haunt of rebellion. — - 
Together with him we find a long lift of all the Sophifters 
of the day, fuch as Brijfot, Garat, the commander Dolo- 
mieu, Lacepede, Bailly, Camille Defmoulins, Gerutti, Four* 
croij Danton, Millin, Lalande, Bonne, Chateau, Randon^ 
Chenier^ Mercier, Gudin, La Metherie, and the Mar- 
quis de la Salle, who not finding the Lodge of the SooiaJ 
Contract fufficiently philofophized, had come over to 
Condorcet. There was alfo Champfort, who never could 
think that the revolution of Equality and Liberty advan- 
ced with fufficient rapidity, till at length fettered in its 
chains, he could find no other refource in his Philofophifm 
than fuicide. I Among the apoftate clergy that had flocked 
thither, we find Noel, Pingri, and Mulot. The two lat- 
ter, together with Lalande, were alfo members of the Se- 
cret Committee of the Grand Orient. Dom Gerles, in 
company with Rahaud de St. Etienne and Pet ion, came 
and joined the Lodge of the Nine Sifters in the. early 
time of the Revolution. Fauchet took his ftation at the 
Bouche de Fcr % with Goupil de Prefeln and Bonneville* 
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As to Syey.es> the moft zealous of this brotherhood and of 
the whole revolutionary crew, he had formed a new Lodge 
at the Palais Royal, called the Club of the Twenty-two* 
and compofed of the chofen of the Ele&, 

Such perfons as wilh to form a more precife idea of the 
revolutionary fpirit that predominated in this Lodge, need 
only to confult thoie works pubiiflied by its members, 
when the court, at the mitigation of Necker^ imprudent- 
ly invited all the Sophifters to lay before the public their 
views on the compolition of the States General* A work 
of this nature, written by La Metherie, being read at the 
hotel, and in prefence of the Duke de la Rochefoucauld 
a French nobleman, who h*s fince mentioned it to me^ 
ventured to fay, that the pofitions laid down in that work 
Were derogatory to the rights of the fovereign and to re-% 
ligion. c IVell, (laid the duke, a mere dupe of his Sophis-r 
c ters), either ths court will admit of thefe plans y ana) 
c then we Jhall be able to arrange matters as wepleafei or 
c elfe, the court will rejecl them, and in that cafe we muji 
4 do iv it bout a kingS Such, indeed, was the opinion ge- 
nerally entertained and declared by the fophifticated Ma- 
fons, luch as Baiily, Gudin, La Metherie, I) upon t, &c* 
They wifhed to eftablifh a king fubjecfed to all their the-, 
ory of Equality, Liberty, and Sovereignty of the people 3 
but it was only through them that the people were to dic- 
tate the laws; and fome of thefe jo j-difant fages wifhed tQ 
annihilate royalty entirely, Several of them, fuch as Bris-* 
fot and his faction, already (hewed difpofitjons to reject 
all terms with the throne; and reviling it was only the 
prelude to its utter fubverfion. 

There was another fet of brethren, who freauented the 
The foge de la Candeur\ but, following other plans, they 

Lodge de fought to combine their ambition with the Mafonic -£-. 
j*f?f nm \ V*d {t y anc * Liberty, There did La Payette, the difciple 
or Syeyes, lifping the Rights of Man, and already aflertr 
ing that jnfurreftion was a moft fucred duty 7 dream that 
he was the rival of the immortal Wafuington. The Bro- 
thers Lamethy furnamed r.he ungrateful, flocked thither to 
punifli the court for the favors conferred on them ; fo did 
the Alarquis de Montefquiou, Moreton de Chabrillanty 
and Cuft fries, in hopes of revenge for having been flight- 

* See the account given of their works in Vol. II, of thefe 
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l»d by thptfame court. , Here alfo were feated many agents 
pf Philip JD'OrleanSj fuch as his courifellor La Clos, his 
.chancellor jjLa T*ucbe y Sillery the vileft of flaves, an4 
JD? Aigutlltn the raoft hideous of mummers.* Thither 
alfo had reforted the Marquis de Lufignan and the Prince 
pf Brogfio, whofe youth was about to tarnifh the glory of 
a name that defer ved a better fate. The Phyfician GuiU 
iotin is the only broker that I can find in this Lodge who 
did not bea? a title. He foon felt the effe&s of its pow- 
er, when cited before the Parliament to anfwer for a fedi- 
tious publication; he beheld thoufands of adepts flocking 
in on a)l fides $«d threatening the magiftrates, who might 
flow plainly perceive that it was too late to contend againft 
$he federated band? pf Mafonry. 

Such was the ttate of the Lodges, and of the moft re- 
markable Brethren at Paris, when the Deputies of Illu^ 
tninifm arrived from Germany. Moft authors make them 
alight at the Lodge of the Contrat Social, Rue Coq-heron. Lodge of 
| fear that I have myfelf prepared my readers for a fimU the Con- 
Jar error, when fpeaking (in Vol. II. Chap. XIII. of thefe trat St- 
.Memoirs} of a Lodge eftablifhed in that fame ffreet. I «*'• 
recolleft, however, that I particularly mentioned them to 
)>e the Sophifters adherent to the Duke de la Rochefou- 
cault; and none of tbpfe belonged to the Contrat Social. 
Though I may have miftaken the ftreet in which they 
alfembled, I was not in any error with refpe&to the per- 
sons of the Confpirators. The better to diffrngiiifh them, 
said that I might not confound them with another fpecies 
pf Mafons, J made the ftridteft inquiries. Among other 
documents, I procured a very numerous lift of die 3re- 
|hrei\ of the Social Contracl.f I therein found men who 
are well known for their attachment Jo royalty, and not 
? fingle one who fyad diftinguiihed himfclf by his zeal for 
F f 

lt * AH Paris was acquainted with his accoutrements and 
>emembers the hideous figure that he cut on the 5th and 6th of 
"Oclober, 1789, in the midft of the Poiffards at Verfailles. 

f I mould have given this lift, but that I could not ft*ppofe 
that fo many Du|te6, MarquifTes, and Barons, would like to fee 
iheir names made public Befides, I am not writing thehiftory 
of tl>e dupes, hut of the confpiring Brethren. — I think.it> how- 
ever, proper to obferve, that when the federation, of which I 
art! about to fpeak, was undertaken, they, (by the advice of the. 
•jflueen ) admitted feveral members of alefs ariftocratic turn, kit 
their Lodge Ihould be fufpccted of ariftocracy. 
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the revolution. I alfo found that this error (fo fcancfafU 
zing to the Social Corttracl) originated in a work called 
Les Mafques Art aches publifhed under the feigned name 
of Jaqucs Le Sueur, which is nothing but a fcurrilous 
Jibel on perfons of the higheft refpe&ability. This au- 
thor transforms men whom I have known to be the mod 
-violent enemies to the revolution into the moft zealous 
abettors of it. He aifo makes the Duke de la Rochefou* 
xault, the Abbe Fauchet, Bailly, and La Fayette, mem- 
bers of the Social Csntracl, though they never belonged 
to it. He places it under the direction of the Grand Mas- 
ter Philip of Orleans, whereas it never filiated from arry 
Lodge but that of Edinburgh. He paints the venerable- 
Cardinal of Malines in the falfeft colors, as will evidently 
appear to every perfon who is acquainted with his high 
reputation for virtue and wifdom. On the whole I do 
not think that this fuppofed Le Sueur can be quoted a* 
an authority in any thing, except in what he fays on the 
reception of the Philalete Illuminees $ and even there he 
is moft abominable in his perfonalities,. and pretends t© 
have been an aftor in the fcene when he is but the plagi- 
ary copyift of Mirabeau. 

I have befides acquired a certainty that Wetfhaupt's 
cmiiTaries could not have applied ta men more inimical 
io his fyftems, whether Mafonic or Anarchical, than the 
members of the Social Contracl, as by their orders the 
famous work written by Bonneville, Bode's great friend, 
was burnt in open Lodge* In (hort, I have in my pos^ 
ieffion the original letter (or, in Mafonic language, the 
planche tracee) written by a man with whom I Was ac- 
quainted, and on the formal deliberation of-the Social 
Contratt tranfmitted to feveral other lodges, to engage 
them to join in a federation for the fupport of Louis X VI. 
againft the Jacobins. It is true, that the royalift brethren 
of this Lodge were the complete dupes of this projected 
federation, for they invited the Lodges to form an union 
for the maintaining of the King according to the confti- 
tution of 1789. Louis XVI. who really wiftied to keep 
the oath that had been forced from him to be true to the 
conilitution, was very well pleafed with the lift of the fe* 
derated Mafons; but Mr. de La Porte, then mjniftery 
was of a different opinion. When he faw the circular 
letter, and the number of perfons who had fubferibed it^ 
"he faid, " It is impoffible that thefe. perfons- can be other 
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* than conftitutionalifts, or that they can ever become 
* c ftaunch royalifts." — " Let us begin (rejoined the agents 
C4 of the Social ContraS) by maintaing the king in his 
a prefent {late, and we will afterwards find means of re- 
"eftablifhing the true Monarchy." This anfwer may ferve 
as a vindication for the members of the Social Contratl\ 
but their good intentions did not make their delufion the 
lefs , complete. . In the firft place, they might have feen, 
but they did not fee, that the greater number of thpfe who! 
had figned the letter were men who wiflied to continue 
to enjoy their Equality and Liberty under a Ktog redu- 
ced to the condition of a mere Doge to the Sovereign and 
leglilative people ; and that La Fayette, Bailly, and ma- 
ny other revoiutionifts, would have figned this letter, 
without cealing on that account to be jacobins and re- 
bels. Neither did they reflect, that many of thofe confti- 
tutional hrethren woirid have turned againfl: the Social 
-Contrary as foon as they perceived the plan for reinita- 
ting the Monarch in his ancient rights; nor that it was 
far more eaiy to entice thefe conftitutionalifts into the 
mod outrageous democracy of the great club, than to 
bring them back to the principles of real monarchy. In 
ihort they had overlooked the vaft number of adepts of 
democracy who would infallibly denounce them as trai- 
tors to Equality and Liberty, which afterwards proved to 
be the cafe. It was to very little purpofe that the abet- 
tors of this federation terminated their letter with the fol- 
lowing words : — " This table is only for your chapter, 
" Make difcreet ufe of it. We have two f acred inter ejls 
"" to manage, that of the French Monarchy and its King, 
* and that of Mafonry and its Members." The intereits 
of Mafonry carried the day; for, at the very time that 
the demi-adepts werefubferibing the letter, the more pro- 
found adepts were from every quarter denouncing the 
federation to the great club, and the Social Contract was 
itfelfprofcribed. 

Certain of this fa£^and obferving that the brethren o f 
the Social Contracl pofitively declare, in the table trade 
{which I have before me) that all political and delibera- 
ting clubs jhould be fupprcjjed ; being alfo aftured, by fc- 
veral Mafons, that it was from the Committee of the A- 
mis Re unit that the invitations were (l-nt to go and deli- 
berate with the Geman deputies, I find myfelf obliged t& 
differ with thofe writers who declare the Emiflaries of II- 
luminifm to have alighted at the Social Contract, anJ 
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who attribute to that Lodge the political committees tflz± 
blifhed on their arriysd* It may very poflibly have hap- 
pcncdy that fottt* one ctf thefe committee* may have taken 
its ftation in the lame ftreet; but certain it iSjtlrat fuch 
committee was not compofed of members from the So* 
cial Contra fl* So likewife is it a mere fable that has 
been fpread, with regard to the ih'fcription fuppofed to, 
have been written by Philip of Orleans on the door of this 
Lodge, Hither eteh brings his ray of light. Let it thert 
be remembered, that it was to the Committee of the Ami? 
riunis that Mirabeau had dire&ed the iiluminiting bre- 
thren from Germany^-Savalette and Bonneville had' 
made this committee the Central point of revolution and 
of the lnyfterteBV There met in council, on the days ap- 
pointed, not only the Parifian adepts^ but thofe of all the 
provinces who were judged worthy of being admitted to 
the profound myfterres of the Seel. " There were to be 
feen the Ele& of the Philaletes, the profound Roficrutiaitf 
and Knighfs Kadofch, the Ele& of the Rue Sourdiere>oi 
the Nine Sifters^ of the Lodge of Candour ^ and of the muft 
fecret committees of the Grand Orient. This was the 
landing place of the travelling brethren from Lyons, A* 
vignon and Bourdeaux. The emiflaries from Germany 
could not find a central point better adapted to their new 
myfteries than this committee; and there it was that 
they unfolded all the importance of their miffion. Wei- 
fbaupt's code was ordered to lie on the table, and commis* 
fioners were named to examine it and make their report. 
But here the gates of this fecret fenate are fhut againft 
us. I do not pretend to penetrate the darfc recefsj and de- 
fcribc the deliberations that took place on this occafion. 
Many brethren have informed me, that they remember 
the deputation, but they fcarceiy recollect Amelius-Bodt 
and Bayard-Bufche under any other denomination than 
that of the German brethren. They have feen thefe de^ 
puties received in different Lodges with all the etiquette 
due to vifitors of high importance ; but it was not on fuch 
occafions that a coalition was debated on, between the 
ancient myfteries of Mafonry and thofe of the modem 
Spartacus. AH that my memorials fay on the fubject is, 
that negociations took place; that the deputies reported 
to their Areopage; that the negociations lafted longer than 
was expe&ed ; and that it was at length decided, that die 
new myfteries ihould be introduced into the French Lodg- 
es, but under a Mafonic form; and that they fllould all be 
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ttiuminized without even kndwihg the name of the Se£fc 
Whpje myftsries they were adopting* .-i Only fuch parts o£ 
Weifhaupt's code were to be fele&ed as- the circurriilanceff 
would require to haften c the revolution. Had not the fa£te 
that immediately, followed this negotiation tranfpired to 
point out its effe&s, wefliould ftill have been in the dark as 
tQ its great fuccefss the r}ews of which jf melius and Bayard 
carriedback to their illuminized: brethren in Germany* 
But, happily for hiftory, fa£isjjave fpokenj and It will be 
ezfy to fee how far this famous cmbaffy influenced the 
French F,e vol ution*. ... 

• At the time of their arrival, Paris fwarmed with impos- 
tors, all railing fpirits Or conjuring up the dead, in order 
to piqk the pockets of the living; or magnetizing and 
throwing into a cri/is certain knowing dupes, or knaves, 
who well knew the parts they had to aft. Others again 
would work cures on healthy dupes, to fwindle away the 
money of thQfe who w.ere really ill. In a word, Mefmer 
prefided there in all his glory. I make this observation, 
becaufe the illuminizing deputies pretended that they had 
been attracted from Germany by the fame of Mefmer* s 
fcience, which had fpread throughout their country ; it 
alfo ferves to (hew* that their arrival could not have beeri 
later than the year 1787^$ in the very next year Mefme- 
rifm and its tubs were entirely abandoned, or confined to 
a few adepts, the object of public ridicule, who reforted 
to the hotel of the Dutchefs of Bourbon. 3 uch a pretext, 
therefore at that period would have been as much ridicu- 
led as were Mefmer* $ dupes. The Notables, the Parlia- 
ment, Brienne, and Necker, at that time furnifhed th* 
Pariuans with more important matter for confideration. 
Befide, my inftructions, as well as many perfons the bed 
informed on the fubjedt, even Mafons at whofe Lodges 
thefe German brethren attendcd^tis vilitors, (late their ar- 
rival to have taken place about the time of the convoca- 
tion of the firft aflfembly of the Notable s, which opened on 
the 22d February 1787. And, in fa&, it is from that very 
year that we may obferve the code of Weifhaupt influen- 
cing French Mafonry. 

jtn that year we fee all the rnyfterles of the Amis reunis, The ill o- 
and of the other Lodges that had adopted the pretended "Jjnitatioo 
myfticity of the Martinifts, disappear. The very name jcnioo - 06 
of Pbilalete fetmed to have been forgotten. New ex- ftrated by 
planations are given to the Mafonic fecrets$ a new de- foas. 
r I. 
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|ree is introduced into the Lodges; and the brethren of 
Pans haften to trahfmit it to thofein the provinces. The 
adepts flock to the new myfteries; I haVe now before me 
a memorial written by an adept, who' about the end of 
the year. 1787 received the code at his Lodge,-though he 
lived at eighty leagues diftance from Paris. According 
to the agreement made with the Deputies, all the forms 
of Mafonry were preferved in this new degree; the rib. 
hon was yellow, the badge. was a flar, and its feflivals 
were kept at the Equine*; but the ground-work of its 
myfteries was a difcourfe entirely copied from that pro- 
nounced by the illuminizing Hierophant in the degree of 
fcpopt. 1 he dawn of a great day begins to break upon us, 
xvbjm the Jeer eis of Mafonry hitherto unknown, /hail be- 
come the property of alt free men. In fliort, it contained 
aJJ the principles of Equality and Liberty, and of natural 
reh S "«,_ detailed in the degree of Epopt; and even the 
enthufiahn of ftyle was preferved. The difcourfes pro- 
nounced by the Knights of the Su*, or Knights Kadofch, 
on hmilar occafions were not to be compared to this — 
T he very Mafon who has given me this information, 
though he had been admitted to all the other degrees, was 
fo difgufted with this, that he refufed it; but the greater 
part of the brethren of his Lodge were fo much electrified 
by it, that they became the mofl zealous flicklers for the 
revolution. Some have even held confpicuous places in 
Jt, and one actually became minifler. In this new degree, 
the reader muft remark the very name of Uluminee was 
not mentioned ; it was merely a farther explanation of 
the origin and kcrets of Mafonry. The French Mafons 
were now r.pe for fi.ch an explanation J they were in a 
fta e fimilar to that described by Knigge when fpeaking 
of the Brethren whomhab.ted the proteftant parts of Ger- 
many; they needed no -long trials; they were illuminized 
with the fame facility; the name fignified little: they 
received the degree, and ran wild with the fame enthufi. 
aim. 

It was difficult, however, as yet, to judge by the difpo- 
tuons of the different Lodges what turn the revolution 
would i; ,ke. The Mafons m general wifhed for a change 
inthcconftitutioj.; but the chofeu of the Lied alone 
were initiated in all the difofganizing plans of their E- 
qunnu =„d Liberty. Their myfteries, it is true, were 
umuJdtd in the h.gher degrees; but it muit be alfo re- 
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metrabered, that terror .had there much more influence 
than/ conviction. I was acquainted with Mafons who 
had} fworn hatred to kings on their reception to the de- 
gree of Kadofch ;*— nevertheless I have feen them regard- 
Lefsyof that oath become {he ftaunch friends of Monarchy, 
That fpirit, inherent to the French nation, got the bet- 
ter ©f the Mafonic views ; that was the fpirit which was 
to be eradicated from the minds of the brethren ; and a)l 
the fophiffry and delufions of the illuminizing Hierophants 
were to be pradlifed for that purpofe. It was in his 1 de- 
gree of Epopt that the modern Spartacus had condenfed 
all his potions by which he was to infufe into his adepts 
that frantic rage againft kings, which he had himfelf im- 
bibed. Such aho wa6 the intention , and effecT: of the de» 
gree~W the Mafonic Epopt. 

But Illuminifm was not to be appeafed by feeing the 

adepts of the ancient Lodges facfrrlcing at its (hrine 

The Hierophant tells his difciples, that they are to acquire jj # 
Jirengtb by gaining over the multitude. This is alio thb 
period (at the introduction of the new degree, and the" 
return of the deputies to Germany) when the Lodges 
are multiplied, beyond any former precedent, both in 
Parts and the provinces, and when the fyftem for the re- 
ception of Mafons is changed. However low Mafonry 
htay have flooded in queft of candidates, it had not as yet 
been ken recruiting in the fuburbs among the loweit rab* 
ble; all at Once we fee the fuburbs of St* Antoine -and 
St. Marceau filled with Lodges compofed of porters anfl 
laborers, now decorated with the levelling badges of Mai 
fonry. In the country ttfwris and villages, 1/odges are 
opened for aflembltng the workmen and peafantry, in 
hopes of heating their imaginations -with the fophifticated 
ideas of Equality and Liberty and the Rights of Man,— i 
At that fame period does Philip of Oi leans introduce-to 
the Mafonic myfteries thofe French Guards, whom he 
tieftined to the iubfequeht attack of the Baftille and the 
ifforming of the palace of his royal mafter and kinfman 1 . 
Let the officers of thofe legions be quefrioned why they 
abandoned the Lodges; and they will tell you, it was be- 
caufe they did hot choofc to be confounded with their com- 
mon foldiers in this Mafonic Equality. , 

At that fame period is Paris overrun with an immenfe ^ 
number of clubs and literary focieties, on the plan of the ~ 

Germanic union, and fuch as it had already eftabliflied on 
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the banks of the Rhine, They are no longer 3LrO< 
but Clubs, rpguiating^ommittee^n^political comtnz\ 
All thefe <:l.ubs deliberate. Their resolutions, as wc 
thofe of therComipittee of the Amis des JVWr* r are ^11 trj 
mitted to the committee of correfpondence of the G?^ 
Orient, and thence are forwarded to the Vener**t>lu jn 
the provinces. This is no more than tba{ conc*t<enJ~ 
4 q( reyol t, invented by Weifhaupr, to revolutionise 
from the north to the fo.uth, and from tbe^aft <_ 
at one and the fame hour* The chief committee .q£ 
regulating committees h no other than, the French J(p*+* 
page* in place of Sparta cus-WwQxiupt} ^//fr&flAgglb 
AJarius-Hevte\) t &iQ. we find, wielding the firebraftdb 4jf 
je volution in tb3 capital, of France, a Philip «f OrJspn^ 
a AtirabeaU) a Syeyes^ a Savqlette de La*£t t & Condor cct % 

IV. Scarcely is the criflftfufftian: of thijs chain of rebellion 

made known to them, before they fet aibout forming it 
throughout the ft&te* Jnftrudtkms are fent to the very 
extremities of the .kingdom* all the V-eneraWes ^re or-/ 
flered to acknowledge the reception ofthem y andtojjubju/i 
to their qnfu/er.tbe oath, ofjaiibftilly an4 puncli^aily exe r 
C^ing all cotnmwds tfay i may xswvt through tht Jam* 
fhanneL Thofe whoipiigbt befitate at.f^q an oath a*p 
menaced with jajl t&e peigtiards wd a quality ban? that 
await traitors : tft,tbe Se#»* 

V* , ThofeiMaifar? pf Lodges who through fe^F or jdifguft 
nyerq unwilling t<> engage in fo a wfuLan undertaking, had 
iio other refource left but to ,$}?andon the Lodge and thp 
m>Uet, under whatever pretence their fears could fuggeft. 
They were replaced by mp^e2ealo^bre$hren,t and the 
©rqers continued to-be frtr^nfmitted unfil. th^ meeting of 
Xh$ States-General. The day of£eneral Jnfurrec~rion is 
fyceo 1 . for the 14th .of July 1789* .At K the,jfame hour, and 
in all parts of France, the cries of Equally and Liberty 
refound from the Lodges. Paris briitles un, iij a phalanx 
pf, -pikes.,, haters, and bayon-ets^ couriers ^re fent into 
•the provinces, an(J. they return with tlieneu^s ; of a fiinilar 

_ ;-, * See Vol. II, of thefej^erapirs, Cb^p; XII I* f 

* T hefe letters and menaces were trarfmiued during the (It- 
ting of the States of Brittany, tha: is to fay, about June or July, 
,LI 1788; at kail it was "at that time f bat attvmber of thofe States, 
a Mafon *nd a Knight Kadofch, received his>fc-The new dei 
gree had been received & bis JLodge about fi* mpmhs before. 
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Infurreftton ; towns, villages, nay, the very fields and cots, 
refound with the cries -of Equality and Liberty, and are 
thus in unifon with the brethren of the capital. On this 
fatal day the Lodges are dijfihed. The grand adepts are 
now feated in the tpwn^houfes in revolutionary commit- 
tees. As they predominated in the Electoral Affemblics, 
fc> are they now predominant in the affembly ftyling itfelf 
National, Their cut-throat bands have been trying their 
ftrengtb,aud the barriers of Paris are beaten to the grounds 
the country-houfes of the nobility are in flames 5 the lan-» 
tern polls are put in requifition \ and heads are carried in 
lavage triumph through the ftreets of Paris. The Mon* 
arch is attacked in his palace, and his faithful guards 
butchered $ prodigies of valor alone could fave the life of 
his royal confort ; and the King himfelf is dragged a pri- 
(oner to his capital. Good God ! whither am I proceed- 
ing f — all Europe is acquainted with the dreadful tale. — * 
Let us return then to the hand that organizes this horrid 
concatenation of villany. 

The Lodges had thus been transformed into a vaft cor- 
refponding focietyj and, through the means of that cor- 
jDefpondence, France had in a fingle day been overwhelm- 
ed by a million of demoniacs, who with horrid yell pro*- 
claimed their Equality and Liberty, while they were com-* 
mitring the moft abominable outrages. And who were 
the men' that prefided oyer thefe primitive difafters ?— 
Hiftory immediately points to a new den of confpirators, 
holding their meetings at Verfailles, under the title of the 
Breton Club. And who are the members of it? IVJira- 
beau, Syeyes, Barnave, Chapellier, the Marquis de la 
Cofte, Glezen, Bouche, Petion; in (hort, an aggregate 
of the moft profound adepts, both of the capital and of the 
provinces, who fupply the place of the central commitr 
tee, and by means of the eftabliftied correfpondence fix 
the time and manner of the infurredtion. They are, how- 
ever, but at the commencement of that long career of 
crime and iniquity which they are to run 5 they muft 
concert new means, and gain over hands and numbers to 
accomplilh the views which they were profecuting. The Origin of 
better to .djrecTt this horrid courfe, they impatiently wait j h « appeU 
the day when they may fally forth from their dark recefs- yj^? 
es \ and it is to the temple of the living God, to the church •* 
of religious men called Jacobins, that Mirabeau convokes 
0ie Parian adepts j it is thete that he eftablifhes himfelf 
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with the very men who compofes the Breton CIA. T%& 
whole confpiring crew flock around him. From that in* 
Rant this temple is converted into a den of confprratorv 
and is only known by the name ef dub, the name of thofe 
ancient religAius who heretofore made it refcund with the 
praifes of the tiving God, is given to this horde of blafr* 
phemers, the re-union jof every ckfe.of coofpirators.—* 
Soon does all Europe defignate by the name of Jaubtit 
tbe authors a«d abettors ot the French Revolution. The 
curfe once pronounced on this name* it is but juft and 
proper that the appellation of Jacobs alone (hould car- 
ry with it the idea of a general coalition of the Stpbis* 
iers of Impiety confpiring againft their God and Chris* 
tianity; of the Sopbifiers of Rtbellhn confpiring againffc 
their God and their Kings and of the S pphi fieri of Impi* 
ciy and Anarchy confpiring againft their God> their Kiag f 
and all civil fociety whatever* 

Let us now enter this den of rebellion, which may he 
looked upon as the prototype of thofe numerous afibcia^ 
tions which are foon fpread under the fame name thro out 
the provinces. It is thither, it is to that monftrou* ttaiot* 
of every fpecies of confpiring SeQ:, that the talk which It 
undertook at the outfet of thefe Memoirs leads both m* 
Th T co- an( ^ m * v reac ^ ers ' to follow thofe difterentcon^HrwgSed^ 
bins and " ^ rom * e * f or Jg* n to t^ir terrible eoalitioii in this den of 
Adepts i- confpirators under the name of Jacobin*. Darkncfe majr 
identically have hitherto encorn palled trip proceedings of thofe differ-' 
the fame; ent <$ e £te ; and fome readers inay have been Wind tococw 
raperioas; v ^ t j on ^ an( j difbelieved the evidence I have adduced to 
prove that the commencement of this fatal union is to be 
dated from the mtrufion of the Sophiiiers into the Ma* 
fonic Lodges, and the confutnrnation of it from the coali- 
tion of the latter with the deputies of IUuminifau But 
broad day-light will now betray their anions ;< behold the 
Sophifters, the Rebels, the Adepts of every clafe afiem- 
bled, all bound by the faifoe oath, whether Roficruckns, 
Knights KadofchjOr difciples of Voltaire and Jean Jaques, 
whether Knights Templar, Epopts of Illuminifm, or dis- 
ciples of Swedenborg and St. Martin; here, I lay, all are 
holding council and concerting ruin, devaluation, and all 
that meafurelefs chain of revolutionary crimes. 

That impious man, who had firft (worn to crulh God 
and his Gofpel, was no more; but his difciples were Hill 
in life and vigor* We have feeo them (pringing up 
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Jtam tiielr academic meetings, retailing their Wafphemles 
in thofe petty affcmWke pretending to the bel efprit\ ua- 
iler the aufpices of the female adepts, fuch as the Dutch- 
efsD'AnviHe, the Marquife du Defrant,or the Geofrins* 
JEfpinaces, Neckers, and Stack They then framed their 
conspiracies at the Hotel D'Holbach. To fupport the 
aHufioos of their Sophiflry by the ftrength of Legions, 
diey obtrude themfclves on the Mafonic Lodges; but 
now they have abandoned their pettifogging female adept?, 
their academies? nay, the Hotel D'Holbach and the Lodges 
themfelves are deferred; the great revolutionary gulph 
has fwallowed them all* Behold them muffled up in the 
red .cap $ the cloak of Philofophy has been caft afide; be- 
hold them all, Condorcet, Briflbt, Baijly, Garat, Ceruty, 
Merrier, Rabaud, Cara, Gorfas, Dupui, Dupont, La- 
Jande, Afbeifts, Deifts, Encyclopedias, CEconomiits, in 
fhort, felf-created Philafophers of every fpecies and every 
jtind. Here jthey appear foremoft in the ranks of rebel- 
ifon y as they formerly did in thofe of impiety* Behold 
diem intermixed with the dregs of the Brigands and of 
the Lodges, as well as with the leaders of the bands and 
the heroe9 of the myftcries; with the banditti of Philip of 
Orleans, as well as with his worthy advocate Clxibroudy 
#r his rival La Faye&ti? $ehold them in council with 
the traitors of ariftocracy, as well as with the apoftates of 
the clergy; with the Duke of Chartres, the Marquis de 
Montefquieu, and de la Salle, the Counts Pardicu, de La- 
touche, Charles and Theodore Lameth, Viclor Broglio, 
Alexander Beauharnois, St. Fargeau, as well as with 
Syeyes, Perigord D'Autun, Noel, Chabot, Dom Gerles, 
Faochet, and all the intruding tribe. 

It is not by accident that we fee thefe ancient confpira- 
torSj whether literary or mafonic, coalefcing with the con- 
spiring brethren of the Provinces, fuch as Barrere, Men- 
douze, Qonnecarrere, and Coilot d'Herbois; it is not by 
chance that the Jacobin dubs both in Paris and the Pro- 
vinces become the general receptacle for Roficrucians, 
Knights Tempjars, Knights of the Sun, and Knights Ka- 
dofch j or of thofe in particular who, under the name of 
PbilafcteSy were enthufiaftically wedded to the myfteries 
of Swedenborg, whether at Paris, Lyons, Avignon, Bour- 
deaux, or Grenoble. The club having once founded the 
trump of rebellion, where elfe (hould we go to fearch for 
thofe zealous Martinifts, Savalette de Lange, Milanois, 
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Willermofc, and men of their ftamp ? They had imprxW* 
ved on the fyflems of their forerunners the Roficrucians | 
they willj now that they have entered the great club, out-»- 
ftrip them with gigantic ftrides% They had coalefced 
with tht illuminizing Spartacus, and in unifon with his 
adepts they are now become the mod ardent Jacobin*.* 
But to whatever caufe people may chooie to afcnbe 
this general reunion of fo many confpirators, and of their 
fyftems, the fa& certainly cannot be controverted. It had 
been fir (I fet on foot on the arrival a of Bode; it was com- 
pleted at the Glub of the Jacobins* The lift is public* 

* See a Lift of the principal Jacobins in a wotk, entitled* 
«• Of the Canfei and Effefts of Jacobinifm." ' # 

It is an oblervation that did not elcape the notice of the Ger- 
man writers, and which I repeatedly find in the memorials lent 
to me, that the greateft vifionaries of the RoGcrucian Maibna 
and of the Philaletes are fince become the moil zealous apos- 
tles of Weifhaupt's Illuminifm, and of his Revolution. — The 
Germans particularly mark out one Bu/mer f zhmous Martin- 
Ift of Pruffia, and a George Fofier, who in his great zeal fof 
the myfteries of S wed en borg would pafs fifteen days in faft* 
ing and prayer to obtain the vifion of a fpirit, or todifcovcr the 
PhUofopher'* s Stone. Since that time, however, they have both 
turned out to be mod outrageous Jacobins. — In France manj 
examples of this kind may be adduced: Prunelk de Lierre, 
For inftance , a man heretofore of moil amiable*chara&er, and 
a very good naturalift. He fir ft became a reclnfe Martinift, and 
foon after as outiageous a Jacobin as Fqfter.—&* for Perije* 
the bookfeller, he acled the fame part at Lyons for the corres- 
pondence of the Martinifts, as SavaJette de Lang did at Paris;, 
but he did not take the fame precautions. One might fee him 
going to the Lodge followed by his port-folio, which a fervant 
could fcarcely carry, Weilhaupt's code gained admittance to 
this port-rolio$ the revolution took place 5 and Periffe, toge- 
ther with his co-adept Milanois, became as outrageous Jaco- 
bins as the reft. — What is there that cannot be faid of the Mar- 
tinifts of Avignon? — Was there ever fuch atrocious ferocity 
fhown as by the ringleaders of this Lodge?— All this tends to 
confirm the pofkion, that between the adepts of Swedenborg* 
and the adepts of Weifhaupt, there was but a flight (hade of 
reparation. The fuppofed theofophy of the one differed but 
little from the atheifm of the other. Weifhaupt goes more di- 
rectly to the point; but the annihilation of all religion is the 
real obje& of both their myfteries. It is even worthy of re- 
mark, that the modern Spartacus was on the eve of grounding 
all his myfteries on that very Theofophy where fire is the prin* 
ctp/e, and on the theology of the Perfians, as did the Phila- 
letes and Martinifts. — —(See Knights of the Pbxnix, rig i tod 
Writings* Vol. LLtt.&J 
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«tod it contains the names of all the profound adepts whd 
had hitherto^been difperfed among the Lodges. But let 
the reader never forget that it is not a mere local union, 
cr an identity of perfonsj it is an identity of principles, 
of method, of oaths, and of means; it is the general con- 
cert of thefe confpirators that proves the coalition* 

If we turn to the difcourfes delivered in the club (for in princi* 
the brethren now have their journals and their public ar- pies; 
chives) we (hall find that Voltaire and Roufleau are their 
oracles, juft as they were of the Sophifters when in their 
Literary Societies. In that club do they repeat all the 
blafphemous fophiftry againft Chriftianity which they had 
formerly uttered at the Hotel D'Holbach ; the fame en- 
thufiaftic declamations in favor of Equality and Liberty, 
the grand fecret of thofe SecSs that had hidden themfelves [ n forms j 
in the occult Lodges, Thefe adepts found themfelves ^ 

perfectly at home within this new den of confpirators 5 
the coftume and the fymbols had changed, it is true ; but 
in fubftituting the red, or rather the bloody, cap of liber- 
ty for the apron and level, they only adopted a more ty- 
pical emblem of their antique myfteries. The Prefident is , 
now the Venerable 5 the brethren afk leave to fpeak, and he 
grants or refufes it with all the parade of Mafonry. When 
deliberating, the votes are taken juft as in the occult 
Lodges. T>he laws of the Free-mafons for the admiffion 
or expulfion of brethren are the fame. As in the Grand 
Orient^ or at the Amis reunis, and in the Lodges in ge- 
neral, no candidate is received unlefs he be prefented by 
two fponfors, who anfwer for his conduct and obedience; ineathss 
juft fo is it in the club. Here the obedience fwom is pre* 
cifely the fame as that fworn in the occult myfteries of 
Mafonry, To be received a Jacobin, as to become a 
Roficrucian or an Iliuminee, the candidate is obliged to 
fwear implicit obedience to the decifions of the brethren; 
and-alfo to obferve and caufe to be obferved all decrees 
pafled by the National Aflembly in confequence of the de- 
cifions of the club. He then binds himfelf to denounce 
to the club any man who {hall to his knowledge coun- 
teract the decrees propofed by the club ; and that he will 
make no exception in favor of his mojl intimate friends, in govern* 
&f his father, mother, or of any part of his family. In ment; 
mort he will, in common with the difciples of llluminifm, 

► fwear to execute or caufe to be executed all orders ema- 
nating from the privy council of the club, though they 
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Jbouldhe repugnant to bis fentiments and conference >+ 
for the Jacobin club, Kke the Grand Orientyh&d its com- 
mittees and privy coonfeljors; The brethren have not 
abandoned their Lodges, as renouncing all therr means of 
battening, fomenting, and propagating revolutions. Thejr 
have eftablifhed here, juft as at the Grand Orient, com* 
mittees for the reports, for die finances, for the corres- 
pondence, and, laftly, the grand committee of all, the A— 
cret committee ; and nearly all the members of thefe<K£-> 
ferent committees are the very perfons whom we hare 
feen flocking from the Lodges to the great club.f 
in pro- I" dris club of Jacobins too is to be found, in common 

Captions; with the Occult Lodges of illuminized Mafonry the laws 
of exclufion and profcription. They have the black Uft 
and the red lift, and this is a lift of blood. The qame of 
a rejected brother is never inferibed on it without effed. 
Paris has more than once feen fuch lifts pofted up; it has 
ajfo feen thofe devoted victims perifh, or, at beft, (are 
themfelves by flight.J 

Thus, in this den of confpiratois do we find everjr 
thing in perfect unifon with the Occult Lodges, to which 
it only fucceeds. Adepts, object, principles, all are the 
fame ; whether we turn our eyes toward the adepts of 
impiety, or rebellion, or of anarchy r they are now but one 
confpiring Sed, under the difaftrous name 06 Jacobin,— r 
We have hitherto denominated feme by the name ofSa* 
phifters, others by that of Occult Mafons y and, laftly, we 
nave defcribed thofe men ftyled Illuminees. Their very 
, names will now difappear j they will in future all be fuU y 
defcribed by the name of Jacobin. 

It has been an arduous taflc to collecTrthe proofs of this 
monftrous aflbciation. When we look back to that day 
when Voltaire fwore tocrujh the fuppofed vpretcb in fiip- 
port of his Equality and Liberty ; to that day when Mon- 
tefquieu dogmatically alferted, that all nations fobjed to 
a Monarch, and to laws that they had not made, were 
flaves ; to that day, in fhort, when Rouffeau points out as. 
a public malefactor againft mankind the man who had 

* See Memoirs of the Club of the Jacobins. 

t See the lift of the committees in the Caetfis and Effe&s of 
the Revolution, — itfontjoie on the Con/piracy of Orleans* Book 
XIII. 

X Ibid. a?id Briffot to his Conflitucnts % when expelled from 
the Jacobins. 
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it& eodofed a field and was prefumptuous enough rode- 
jfelare that it was his property, and thus became the foun- ; 
4rr of civil fociety y from thoie days, I fay, until die fatal j 

£iod when the difciples of Voltaire* Montefquieu, and ' 
uffeau, in the name of that fame Equality and Liberty* 
flock to the club of the Jacobins, there to repeat their fo- 
phifms againft Chrift and his religion* to profecute their 
mafomc plots againft kings, to propagate the blafphernies 
of the modern lipartacus againft their God, their king, 
their country, and all fecial order; what fyftems have 
we not been obliged to inveftigate, what artifices to un- 
fold, and into what dark and loathfome recefles have we 
not been obliged to penetrate, in order to trace their pro-r 
grefsJ At length we have traced them to their general 
convention of iniquity and rebellion. Hiftory . will have 
no further need of my refearches to demonftrate all th$ 
crimes and difafters of the French revolution that hare 
iflued from this haunt of confpirators. The hiftorian needs 
only turn to the public records, to their own journals, and 
he will fee what crimes of the French Revolution are to 
be attributed to them. I might, therefore, look upon my 
talk as accomplifhed* 

There is, however, a certain order to be obferved in 
the very growth and progress of thefe fcourges. In this 
affociation appears a monftrous wifdom, that directs the 
courfe of the crimes that are fucceffively committed 
and even at appropriate moments. This wifdom has 
taught them how to make their leaft criminal accomplices 
prepare the way for the blackeft deeds ', it has taught 
them how to difcard or deftroy thofc agents who, from 
difguft or any other cauie, ceafe to be their inftruments 
and only become obftaclcs. Thus, in the very club of 
the Jacobins, in the centre of iniquity, there exifts a pro- 
grefEon of wickednefs. Each Seel has retained its ulti- 
mate object, each Confpirator his paffions and his private 
Views, juft as in the Occult Lodges; yet they are all 
leagued in one common objeft, in one common meafure, 
to overthrow the exifting government, and ere£t their E- 
quality and Liberty on the new order of things. But opi- 
nions will clalh as to the choice of this new order. All 
deteft and hate the God of the Gofpelj but fome will 
have a God according to their Philofophifm, while the 
Philofophifm of others rejefl: all ideas of a God. La Fay- 
«tte will have a Doge for a king, fubje& to the laws aj*d 
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vn\\ of a fovereigtt people- Philip of Orleans will have 
no king unlefs it be himfelf. Briflbc will neither fubmit; 
to Philip as king, nor aflent to La Fayette's Doge; he 
wifhes to exercife the magiftracy of his own democracy. 
JVfiFabeau will be content with any plan, provided he be 
the prima minifter. Dietrich, Qondorcet,- Babceuf, anfl 
the higher adepts of Spartatvs, will aflent to nothing but 
the manning of llluminifm, every whtre his own mafter* 
Crimed then will be graduated by the myfteries. Th« 
grand adepts will be feen to make the mer^ novices a&v 
Private paffions will fometimes clog their progrefs,; Ifhal^ 
therefore* attempt to point out in what order the French 
revolution has brought thefe myfteries into a&ion, and ap-. 
ply its fucceflive progrefs to the different Se&s that had 
ib profoundly meditated and conceive*} it. 
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CHAP. XII. 



Application of the three Con/piracies to the French Re- 
volution. 

WHILE I have been unfolding the objeft and mean* - . t'tvof 
of fo many infidious plots, my reader has, no f a ^ 8 a ^| 
doubt, made frequent applications to fafts that have ta- plots; 
ken place under his own eyes* He will have faid to him* 
felfY what can be this long chain of crime, deftru£tion, 
and horror, with which the French Revolution has afto-* 
jiifhed all Europe, but the confequence of the principles 
and plans of thefe confpi ring Sedts { In darknefs they were 
tonceivedy but in broad day are they executed. Such may 
be the fuccinft hiftory of the Revolution, now that thefe 
plots have been laid open. It is fo evidently demonftrat* 
cd, that it would be a ufelefs labor to defcend to details; 
we will alfo pafs over in our narrative thofe bloody fcenes 
which might rather ferve to tear open wounds fcarcely 
clofeJ, than convince my reader. I (hall, therefore, con- 
lider the French Revolution in its preliminary fteps, and 
in its fucceffive attempts againft Religion, againft Mo- 
narchy, and againft Society in general* But a curfory 
view of thefe attempts will fuffice for the moft complete 
demonftration. 

Let us revert for a moment to that period when the . . p 
confpirators of every clafs were ftill lurking in their hid- jj m inaries" 
ing-places. The difciples of Montefquieu and Jean Ja- of the Ke« 
<jues had, fo early as 177 1, declared that men could on- volution; 
Xy regain their primitive rights of Equality and Liberty^ 
and the people their inprefcriptible right of legijlat'tvefo- 
vereignty by means of a general affembly of national de- 
puties. At that time alfo the fophiftiAted adepts had pro- 
•iiouqced, that the grand obftacle to thefe pretended rights 
was tQ be found in the diftindtiorjs of the three eftates^ 
the Clergy, the Nobility, and the third Eftate.*' To ob r 
tain, therefore the convocation x>f the States General, and 
to annihilate the diftin&ion of the three Eftates, muft ne* 
Hh 

* See Cbap. IV. and VI. in Vol. II. of thefe Memoirs. 
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ceffarily have been and really were the firft fteps of the 
■Revolution. 

The deficit that Necker had left in the public treafury. 
the depredations and diforders of an age deftitute of mo- 
rals (becaufe thefe Sophifters had transformed it into an 
age of impiety) had reduced a Monarch who (hone forth 
unbiemiihed in the midft of Corruption, to fummon the 
Rotables of his kingdom, that they might confult for the 
happmefs of his people, which feemed to be his only care 
The tender wifh that be has fhown is immediately k\zi 

ed on by the confpirators, and ferves as a pretext for them 
tq haften the convocation of that very aflembly where aH 
their horrid plots are to be confummated. Whatever 
might have been the wifdom of the Notables^ their plans 
are rejeded beforehand. Philip of Orleans and his politi- 
cal committees are likewife eager for the convocation of 
the States General. Even the tribunes of the nation will 
rife, in judgment againft, and difcufs the rights of their 
Sovereign. Foremoft among the confpirators, Philip of 
Orleans is alio foremoft in aciion. For the firft time does 
- he pretend to be zealous in the public caufej and the firft 
act of his zeal is to enter a proteft againft the difpofi- 
tions made by Lewis XVI. to provide for the wants of 
the irate.* In theie intrigues againft his Sovereign, he 
combined with the different magistrates who were then 
noted for their fadious behavior, fuch as Despremknix. 
at that time infatuated with the vifions of the Martinifts 
and revolutionary principles; Monsabert and Saba- 
tier ae Cabres, the moft ardent enemies of the Court* 
and Preteau, who, in the firft aflembly, was to become 
the worthy ailociate of the Conftitutionalift Camus— 
Philip fo completely mifeads this firft Parliament of the 
kingdom, that they at length give the example of a law. 
Jul and formal demand for the convocation of the State* 
General. Lewis XVI. feeing the general ferment, heft- 
tares i Philip mitigates the people; pays brigands ; and 
mobs are afiemble<* in Paris. The King at length thinks 
pj opcr to grant the convocation of the States General— 

T ^ at S « 6t whiCh was headcd h y ° rl ^ns,now only wants 
a Mimfter who {hall direel the convocation according to 
the views of their confpiracy; and they turn therr eyes 
on that very man who had hollowed out the abyfs, that 

# See the Sceancc Royale for the Land and Stamp-Tax.' 
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Neckcr, whofe perfidious policy had been the ruin of the 
national treafury. He was the man of the ambitious cour- , 
tiers, who led him toward the throne that they themfelves 
might be drawn nearer to it; the man fupported by the 
Princes de Beauveau and de Poix, by the Marefchal Cas- 
tries, by the Due D'Ayen, by Meflrs. Befenval and Gui- 
bert ; the man of the confpiring courtiers, fuch as La Fay- 
ette and the Lameths ; the man of the Sophifters of Im- 
piety, whofe plots had been contrived in his own houfe 
and at the hotel D'Holbach; the man, in (hort, whofe 
buft was to be carried in bloody and revolutionary tri- 
umph by the fide of that of his worthy co-operator Philip 
of Orleans. 

. Lewis XVI. might have known this perfidious minis- 
ter 5 the whole plan of the confpiracy contrived by Neclc- 
$r and his adepts of Philofophifm had been laid before the 
King; but, alas! he could not be made to believe that 
fuch wiefcednefs and bypocrify was to be found in man- 
The day came, however, when he forrowfully exclaimed, 
JVby did I not believe it? Eleven years ago was every 
thing foretold that now befalls me. It was to Necker that 
he alluded ; for during his firft miniftry, was that man and 
the plots contrived in his houfe, and at the hotel D'HoU 
bach, formally denounced in a memorial prefented to Mr. 
de Maurepas and to Lewis XVI. But fince that time, 
the Confpirators had founded all their trumpets to his 
feme, and celebrated the fuppofed virtues and talents of 
the Genevefe traitor. Overpowered by fuch intrigue, the 
King was milled to think that this man would prove the 
Saviour of the tfate, and he entrufted him with the con-, 
vocation of the States General. He was precifely the man 
to throw the whole of thefe ftates into the hands of the 
Confpirators.* He knew that their hopes were in the 

* I was not fufficiently acquainted with this man's charac- 
ter, when I placed him on the Came line with Turgut and Mr 
lefherbes. — Let this artful and ambiticus intriguer be jtHged 
by his own words: — -A hundred thoufand crowns for you if yon 
nvill make me Controller General. — / am rich, but cannot boajl 
of birth; money then mufl fupply the defett of ancejiry.~if one 
is poffejfed of money 9 it is not to befpared when it can fervr one's 
ambition. — You talk to me of the people; they way be ufiful to 
tne, and I will make a tool of them; they canmt hurt us, and I 
nvill play upon them. — As to religion, nve mail have one for the 

feop.e; but not their Chrijlianity ; ive will dejiroy that 

hti Net ker come to enquire on what occailons, or to whom he 
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multitude and that the diftinflion of, and voting by e&» 
tates, would prove an obftaclc to their views again ft the 
* Sovereign. He farther faw* that the fpirit of fedition pre- 

dominated in the third eftate, that they were becoming th# 
revolutionary organs of the Confpiratorsj and, to enfura 
the majority of votes to them, he doubled the number c/ 
the deputies to be fent to the third eftate, Confiient in theif 
numbers, they immediately declare themfelves, though a* 
ione, to conftitute the National AJfembly. In vain did th# 
clergy and the nobility infift on thatTfght (of far more cor*. 
fequence to the ftate than to themfelves) of deliberating 
feparately, and thus counterpoifing the deliberations that 
might have been too haftily entered upon or guided by 
paflion, intereft, or the factious pretenfions of party men* 
In vain did the clergy and nobility facrifice all exclufive 
privileges or pecuniary advantages in taxation which they 
enjoyed, in hopes of preferving their rights in delibera-k 
(ion; for the privilege that Nccker* and the dAer Con* 

held this monftroiis language, and I will begin by naming the 
perfon who received the hundred thoufand crowns tor having 
procured him the poft of Controller General; 1 will in the next 
place tell him, that he held inch language to the Lady who 
had the courage to upbraid him with it to his face, and in the 
midft of all his glory; to her whom he reproached with fhed- 
ding tears over her murdered brother, while fhe taxed him with 
his murder, becaufe he feared her brother would betray his fe- 
cret| to that perfon who refufed to enroll hetfelf in that co» 
hort of flatterers that were to open the way for him, by thou* 
fands of calumnious accufations, invented by himfelf and by 
his emiflaries, again ft perfons holding it at ions that he covttej 
for himfelf or his adherents, and which his partisans forward* 
ed to the unfortunate Lewis XVI ; to that perfon thro* whoft 
medium he wifhed to perfuade the King that M de S or tine had 
ftolen twer.ty-two millions out of fifty-three ent rutted to him* 
though the minifter needed only to be informed of the plot to 
fhow the falfity of the imputation: in fine, to that perfon whoni 
he courted as neceffary for his intrigues, who discovered hiity 
to be a monfter, and who laid open all his plots and iniquities 
to M. de Maurepas and Lewis XVI. Let him learn, that if bis 
fecret crimes are to have a place in hiftory, the proofs of all 
thefe are not yet loft. 

* In order to fecond the views of her worthy father in this 
warfare on the diitindion of eftates, while he was intriguing 
at the palace, Madam de Stael was playing the fame part in 
Paris. She had eftablifhed at her houfe a fort of Office of In- 
fciiption. La Fayette and the Lameths would bring the traitorl 
to her table; aod the Dames of thofe Uaitards, who would pro* 
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Iplrators aimed at, was that power of countera&ing all re* 
folutions detrimental to religion or monarchy. It was ia 
vain that Lewis XVI. with the tendernefs rather of a fa- 
ther than of a king;, made thofe facr ifices^( which of them- 
felves might be called a revolution, fo much did they cur- 
tail his royal prerogative) in his Declaration of the 23I 
of June. But this was not the fpecies of revolution fougnt 
by the Confpirators. The fophifters had determined, that, 
to make their Equality and Liberty triumph, it was ne- 
Jceffary to deliberate by perfons and not by ejiates\ that 
the Nobility and Clergy fhould be confounded among 
the multitude; and that the majority, when deliberating 
by eftates* fhould prove a minority when united with the 
great numbers of the third eftate. Lewis XVI. orderS| 
that in virtue of the ancient conftitution of the kingdom, * 
the ancient form of deliberating by eftates fliould be pre- 
ferved; but his orders are vain; the Confpirators proteft 
againft them; their prefident, Bailly, calls them to a 
tennis-court, and there they fvvear tq impofe a conftitutioa 
on France congenial to their views* They immediatelj 
fet their brigands in motion; the venerable Archbifhop 
of Paris is nearly ftoned to death; the life of the Monarch 
is threatened ; the fatal' union of the three eftates at length 
takes place, which fubje&s the two firft eftates to the will 
of the multitude; for the Confpirators were certain of the 
fupport of all thofe apoftates and daftards, who, by their in- 
trigues, had been returned among the deputies of the Nobi- 
lity and Clergy, becaufeNecker had doubled the number of 
the deputies of the third eftate, to enfure the majority of the 
votes in favor of the decrees which the party were to pro- 
pofe. He had organized the States General according to 
the views and wifties of the fophifters; he may, it is true* 
whimper and weep over the difafters and crimes of the 
Revolution; but the hand of time fhall engrave on his 
tomb, that he was the grand agent of them all. 

Having no farther oppofition to fear, and certain of pas* 
(ing whatever decrees they chofe, thele Confpirators pro* 
ceed to declare themfelves a National Ajfembly. They 
arrogate to themfelves the right of making and of pro- 
nouncing the law. The fecrets of the Lodges conftitute 
the bafts of the Revolution under tiie title of the Rights 

inife to abandon their Order and pais o?er to the Third Eftate* 
were immediately inferibed ort her lift. 
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Jf Man. The firft article declares man to he equal and 
ree; that the principle bf all f over eignty ejfentially re- 
fides in the people, and that law is nothing more than the 
txprejfion of the general will. Such had been for nearly 
N half a century the dodhiiies of Argenfon, Montefquieu, 

RoufTeau, and Voltaire. Thefe principles of pride and 
revolt had long fince been the ground- work of the mys- 
teries of every clafs of Sophifter, Occult Mafon, or Illu- 
minee; and now they decorate the title-page of the re- 
volutionary code. 

This equal, free, fovereigrt, and legiflative people, may 
will that their religion (hould be preferved in all its in- 
tegrity; and that its monarch Ihould be entrufted with 
the neceffary power to cruih fedition and rebellion. Ve- 
neration for the altar and affection for their prince {kill 
glowed in the heart of the French. But the Cbnfpirators 
wanted an armed force, drawn from the body of that fame 
people, docile, and fubfervient to the views of the Sedr, 
and that would oppofe the will of the people whenever it 
did not coincide with theirs. This force was entirely to 
overpower the army of the fovereign. Every thing had 
been forefeen; for the fophifrers had long fince faid , ■ ' ■ - 
w Oh that we could but once get rid of thefe foreign mi- 
u litary hirelings! An army of natives might be gained 
u to the fide of Liberty, at leaft a part of them; but fo- 
* reign troops are kept on foot for this very reafon."*— 
Their army of natives is immediately formed, and it is a- 
gain from the dark receffes of Mafonry that the fignal is 

* See the letter attributed to Montefquieu.— In Vol. II. P. 
94. on the teftimony of the Abbe Pointe, I quoted a letter at- 
tributed to Montefquieu by an Engiifb journalift, but could not 
name the paper, it has fince been dilcovered in the Courier, 
or Evening Gazette, of Augufl 4, 1795. It is there faid that 
Montefquieu wrote it, a few years before his death, to a prefix 
dent of one of the Parliaments of France. 1 could wifh to have 
ken the perfon named to whom it was written, or in whofe 
pifeilion it is at prefent, for it is of a complexion to change 
our ideas very much as to the moderation of that writer. It 
would immediately clafs him among the confpiring iophifters ; 
and, to pais fuch a fjntence on this aothor, the cleared proofs 
fliould be required. P»ut it appears, whoever was the author of 
that letter, that he wa? far advanced in the pk>ts of the Se&,for 
he very accurately defcribes the oonduct of the Jacobins with 
ref-Ut to the foreign troops in the French fervice: neither 
does he appear to be ignorant of die plan for feparaiin^ Ireland 
from England. 
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given. That fame Savalette de Lange who prefided over 
the fecret committee of the Amis rcunis> and over the cor*. 
irefpondence, appeared before the Municipality of P-iris, 
and fpoke to the following effect: u Gentlemen^ I am a 
** Corporal. Here are citizens to whom I have taught the 
** ufe of arms, that they might defend the country. I did 
<c not create myfclf a major or a general, we are all equals 
lc I am limply a Corporal; but I alfo gave the example} 
c< command that every citizen fliould follow it. — Let the 
c< nation take arms, and Liberty will be invincible. ,, Sa- 
valette, in pronouncing this difcourfe, prefer) ted feven or 
eight brigands accoutred as foldiers. The fight of thefe 
Few men, and the repeated cries of Let us fave the nation! 
excited enthufiafm :— An immenfe mob furrounded the 
Town-hall, and Savalette's motion was inftantaneoufly 
decreed. The very next day the Parillan army is kt on foot, 
and millions are formed into Native Battalions th roughs 
out the empire.* They are the fworn agents of the Con- 
fpirators; and it is now time that the unfortunate Lewis 
XVI. (houid feel their po7/er. He had driven from his 

Eerfon the treacherous, Nccker; but the Se£t fti 11 wanted 
is fervices, and it forces the Monarch to recal him.— 
The King hefitates at fancTioning the Rights of Man, ' 
and the force of the people is immediately put in action. 

In fupport of thele rights all the Confpirators combine; 
and it is agreed, that immediately on his return, Necker 
(hall ftarve the people into rebellion; that the brethren 

* Many authors have fallen into an error with refpeel to the 
fi«ft formation of the National Guards; and they ground their 
a/lemons on a refolution of the Committee of Electors, feot 
from the town-hall to all the Sections of Paris, otdering the 
formation of this guard* and figned FleJJelies^ Tafiin, De Leu^ 
tre, Fauchet, the Marquis de la Salle; but it is a certain faft, 
and within the knowledge of every body, ift, That this Na- 
tional Guard was formed only two days after the taking of the 
Battiile; and idly, 'I hat Mr. FlefTelles was murdered on the 
day of the taking of the Baflille. But a fad little known is« 
that the minutes of this refolution, as alfo the minutes of ail 
fanfaltions that took place at the town-hall during the firit 
year of the revolution, were not compiled, till the feennd year, 
by a man of the name of Verrler, and by the orders of La Fay- 
ette, who, notwithstanding many obfervations made on the 
fubjefl, would not allow any change to be made in what had 
b.een inferted by his orders, and would have been particularly 
grieved t j tee the real origin of that National Guard made pub* 
lie, in die command of which he lb much gloricd f 
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fhall colledl all the harpies of the fuburbs to go arid tfe- 
rnand bread of Lewis XVI; that Baiily and his affeflbrs, 
feated at the Municipality, lhall order the legions ofna* 
fives to follow and fupport them ; that La Favette at the 
head rf thefe legions (hould march to Verfailfesj that he 
lhould furround Lewis XVI. with thefe bands under pre- 
tence of watching for his fafety, and then retire tojleep* 
Mirabeau, Petion, and Chapellier, Montefquieu, and Du- 
port, Charles Lameth, and Laclos, Sillery, and D'Ai- 
guillon, will then inform the Affembly that victims mu/t 
he thrown to the people^ and they avail themfelves of the 
darknefs of the night to inflame the populace and excite 
the foldiery. Their hearts were already as hideous as the 
furies : They now affume their coftume, to lead their har- 
pies on to the commiffion of crime. f D'Qrleans will ply 
his monfters with the beverage of rage and frenzy, and 
will point out the Queen as the firft victim to be immo- 
lated, Syeyes, Gregoire, and a multitude of other Con- 
fpirators, (land fpe&ators of the conteftj but, fhould the 
Monarch fall in the affray, they will tender the crown to 
Orleans, a£ they may be certain of parcelling out its pre- 
rogative according to their Equality and Liberty. Neck- 
cr abfconds, but his virtuous fpoufe^ decorated with her 
iiofegays, and accompanied by her infeparable companion 
the Marefchale de Beauveau, will appear in the galleries 
of Verfailles, in the midft of the carnage, and virtuoufly 
cxclaim, Let the good people aftj there is no danger; and, 
in fact, (he had none to fear; (he had already written to 
her brother Qermani, cc Patience ; every thing will gq 
** ivell\ we can neither Jpeak nor write ."% 

The night from the 5th to the 6th of October reveals 
the fecrets which this worthy confidant dared to write,— • 
Hiftory needs not our labors to paint the horrqrs of that 
awful night \ they are defcribed jn the juridical depofi- 
tions taken by the magiftrates of the Chatelet. Orleans 
loft courage at the fight of a few faithful Life-guards, the 
only adherents of the King that La Fayette had permitted 
to remain near his perfon; and never was a more heroic? 
phalanx formed than by thefe brave men round their roy? 

* See the Sitting of the 5th Otfober, 1789. 

+ See the juridical depofkions of witneffes, 157, »»6, 2jPt 

a»d 373. 
$ See her letter of the jth Oclober, 1789. 
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*! matter and his confort. Though their courage was ap-# 
palled by the orders of their Sovereign, they were ftill pro, 
di^al of their own blood; they refilled a foreftof pikes,* 
and Orleans could not confummate his premeditated 
crime. Day-light arrives to expofe the horrors of this 
night; the brigands, his inftruments, are feen to blufh, 
and the National Guards at length refledl that they are 
Frenchmen, They emit no other wifli than to fee Lewis 
XV L living in the midft of them at Paris in the palace 
of his forefathers. The unfortunate Monarch knows not 
what men had profited of the natural effufioBS of loyalty 
of his people to make them emit this wifli. He thought 
that he was entrufting himfelf to the affe&ions of his peo- 
ple, when he was only obeying the dilates of the Con- 
spirators, He knows not that it is the laft ftiift of the 
Confpirators, that the crimes of this horrid night might 
not be entirely fruitlefs. The great difficulty they had 
found in making the Monarch fanftion the rights ofman y > 

made, them perceive that they would frequently ttand in 
peed of (he fame brigands to force his acquiefceuce to 

Ji 

* The 6th of October, 17S9. was thejlaft day of the French 
Monarchy.^— Should it ever life again, let a monument be e- 
recled in memory of thofe brave Knights who would have fo 
glpripufly contributed to faye it, had not their courage been, 
chained down by the commands pf their King. May their 
names be at leaft preferved by jhe hiftoiian! 1 .could wifh to 
infert the names of the (ixty heroes whofo well deferved the 
appellation of Lift-guards on this awful occalibaj but 1 have 
only been able to obtain the following: 

OFFICERS. *-rr de Moimandie. 
Duke de Guiche, Captain. Baron Durepaire. / 

Marquis de SavonniSre, Chef Demiers. 

de Brigade. Moucheron. 

Vicomte D'AgouIt. Chev. de la Tranchade. 

Vicorote de Sefmaifons, »r— - de Duret. 

Comte de Mauleon. 1 de Valory. 

£hev. Oampierre. Comte de Mouthier. 

~-r~* St. George. — r-r Bernady. 

Meflrs. Horric, three Brothers* 
LIFE GUARDS. Meff. MMeretjhree Brothers. 

Meflrs. de Berard, two Bro* Ghev. Renaldy. 

tiers. de Lamotte. 

Ghev. <^e Huijliers. . — — de Montaut. • 

Marquis de Varicourt, killed. — de Paget. 
£hev. Deihutes, kilUL. ._.,.. 
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thofe faturc decrees which were to be grounded cm litem* 
All the decrees that were in fucceflion to annihilate reii^ 
gion and monarchy were to be enforced by an infurrec- 
tion, and the pikes and lantern-pofts were to be in per- 
petual requifition, to conftrain the votes, to intimidata 
the Monarch, and difcard all reclamation. In future m 
captive in Paris, Lewis XVI. wiil be perpetually mena* 
ced by the brigands iffuing from the fuiburbs or front the 
quarries, and paid by Necker or Orleans. La Fayette 
will proclaim, that infurretfimis a rnoji faertd duty and 
infurre£tion will become the tkanding order of the day>— 
Mirabeau, Barnave, ChapelUer, will point out thepbje£fc 
and ftx the hour; Orders will be feat from their anti- 
chambers to the Jacobins and the fuburbs, and daily, aft 
the hour fixed, will the King, the Clergy, the Nobility, 
and all who may oppofe the decrees n> debate, find them- 
felves furrounded by a mob that will hoot or act exa&Jy* 
according to the inftru&ions given by the con(pirato*s.* 
Though they reaped no farther benefit from all the hor- 
rid deeds of the fifth and ilxih of October, yet the conspir- 
ators knew but too well hotf to appreciate their fucceffes. 
Madame Necker writes again to her brother Germani: 
"We are content, every thing went ofl wfeH, The arifto- 
c ? cracy would have had the upperraoft, and we were oblige 
u ed to make ufe of the rabbleVt. Here terminate what 
may be called the preliminaries of the revolution. £J eck«* 
er had moulded the National Affembly according to the. 
views of the Sect, and had eftablifoed it in the town that; 
was judged moil proper for enabling him to, work the 
premeditated revolution. We next proceed fro the plan 
traced by the Sophifters for crujhing the pretended tvretcby 
and here begins the war waged agajtixft the God qf Christ 
tianity. \ 

* Some of the brigands wh* were irr conftat»t p»y £b* the 
purpofe of thefe rnfurrecYions were retiring home between tea 
and eleven at night, and 1 heard them take leave of each other 
in the following terms: " It has gone oi> pretty wfW to-day ; 
" good bye; we mall expecl you to-morrow.—- What, to*mor»- 
"■ row? at what o'clock?— at the opening of the afTembly.— rr* 
" Wheredo-wegofor order*? To Mirabeao's, ChapeHier's,or 
" Bnrnave's, as ufual." — I own, that till I was prefent at this 
difcou rfe I never could believe that thofe legislators bad daily 
interviews with thefe brigands to fix the hour and ofejed of 
fuch infurreftions. 

f Letter $th of Oclober. 
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*>. TV) cfeftr6y rdigioos onfcrs; to dejfcive die mtftifterfc In the de- 
^f the church of their fubfiftence uhder pretence of the cr « sa ' 
nmints oftbeJhte\ foentty tpfap thevdificei then to em- j?^ f £ 
W&<*yjufari& fort*** and atiength to call in the Htttuk* /hefirft as- 
_#* atad the£*Hirvpkms:. Sufch (it has been ftowrt) were fembly. 
•he means combined by the Sophifters to over turn a$d 
annihilate the altars of Cbriftlariity* To fitbftitutfe the 
•\Vor4hip of the great arcbiftS of the tmiverfe to that of 
tihriftj Ad tight. of tbeJodgestothed^rjneso/th£gos* 
pel* the igod «f thbir pretended reafoit to the God of re- 
velation: Such were the.moft moderate of the myfteries 
of th£ occult Lodges of Mafenryl To invfept and fubfti j> 
tutfe jxeiv.rcligioiw inHpiateef Ghriftianity,.and toirnpofe 
(hem bn the people tiU h very religious principle could be 
eradicated: lit the namd of Equality and Liberty to ren- 
der thernftilVqs powerful and formidable* then to tie the 
hundsi fuhjttgtttie? and fmdber in the gtrm y every thing 
that could coirotera& the empire of impiety and atheifin: 
fitich Were the views and plots of the Epopt y Regent^ and 
iMagm of IllumrnifirK This code and their Oaths have 
beeh laid opea to our readers 5 and of all thefe horrid 
fiats what partide has the revolution left incomplete? 
-. I&eligioui vows were immediately fuipended and foon 
•iWidxed; the clergy were pillaged of their property, and 
aU trie poffeffions of the church werS converted into a fund 
for the fecurrty of the affignats ; the facred veflels were 
ftolen and prophaned; the churches were not only robbed 
<rf their gold and filver, but the very brafs and metal of 
the bells wert carried awav-* All this however is but a 
firft effayof that war which the revolution is to wage a- 
jgainft thcGhurchi Still had the Church preserved its 
faith, its real treafure,pU re and untarniihed; but it is at 
that very treafore that Mirabeau will aim his blows. He 
declared* that if the Catholic religion were not deftroyed 
in Frante, the revolution could never be confoiidated. — 
Immediately after this decifion a code is formed for the 
ctergr* of a long fuite of decrees, and it is itiied the civil 
tiUfiitution of the clergy* But it was merely a conftitu- 
<ti6a of fchifm and apoitacy. This was no more than the 
firft religion, invented as the ftepping-ftonc that fhould 
tend the people to a nullity of all religion. Grounded on 

• * Decrees of October %St November %, December 19, 1789 ; 
and February 13, 1790. 
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rile principles of Revolutionary^Equadity and Liberty , ft 
constitutes the people fovereigns in the fan&uary, juft a* 
thofe feme principles had coiiftituted them, fovereigns a* 
round the throne; it endows the people with rights that 
the gofpel has rdervedto thenriniftry; it was no more 
than a repetition of thofe errors of Camus, of theapoftate 
of Ypres/and of thefchifm of Utrecht, long fince ana- 
thematized* Notwithstanding the difguife it had affumedj 
the clergy of France foon difoovered its real tendency* 
and at the peril of their lives they refufed to take the oath 
of apoftacy. The faithful pallors were .expelled from theif 
fees and churches, perfecuted, Calumniated, and reviled in 
the grofleft manner j for the fcgiflating committee had 
laid to the people, Dare every thing againft the Glergy% 
you Jhail be fupportecL Soon is the national worfhip con* 
verted iitto that of perjury and intrufiorty for the true 
priefts of Chrift are driven from his altars; at Nifmes 
and Avignon they are Slaughtered; :and the man who had 
fworn to crujh Chrift and his altars, who had declared his 
gofpel to be a gofpel of Haves, together with him who had 
begun the revolution by declaring that France muft be 
difcatbolized) (decathclijfee)zre carried in triumph to one 
of the moft magnificent temples of the Lord, now con* 
verted into a den of thieves, into the pantheon of the gods 
of the revolution, in fhort, into the burial place of a Vol- 
taire, a Jean Jaques, Rouffeau, or a Mirabeau.* Such 
were the labors of the firft revolutionary legiflators* 
by the fe- A new fet of legiflators fucceed to the firft, and profe* 
cond as- cute fimilar plots againft the priefthood* New oaths are 
iemblyj decreed, which fhow in a ftill clearer light that apoftacy 
is their object. The conftancy of the clergy exafperates 
them. The apoftates ieprefent their brethren as refradto* 
ry to the laws, and decrees of banifhment are paffed a-*- 
gainft thofe who would not fwear to their abominations, f 
±*ut thefe decrees are only a fignal given for the brigands 
to execute that which thefe confpiring legiflators dared 
not publicly ordain. Their municipalities had taken the 
precaution to flow into different churches vaft numbers of 
'thefe valiant confeflbrs of their faith, thefe clergy who 

* See the fluings of April to, Auguft «4» 1790; and Janu* 
ary 4» April 4, May ^o, Auguft 27, 1791. 

+ Decrees November 29, 1791; and April 6, May *6> Aa* 
guft %d % 1792. 
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Were to be baniiheiL The. brigands are then let lqoflb, 
armed with pikes and hatchets* and; th$ HtrwUfts and 
Bellenphons of the Woody September make their appear- 
ance ; this is alio the day on- which thofe avengers *f J- 
hiram came forward, thofe men who in the occult Lodges 
had been taught to ftrike the victims, to tear out the 
heart, and bear away in triumph the heads of thofe. pro- 
fcribed perfons ftyled prophane.: When the hiftorian ihall 
proceed to paint the horrors of thpfe bloody days, let him 
not forget; the oaths of the Knights KadofchjZid at whom 
they were aimed. Let him follow into, the Lodges thofe 
brigands that Philip of Orleans had initiated, and his a~ 
ftonilhment will be greatly abated at the fight of fo ma- 
ny pontiffs and priefts immolated on the fame day, to the 
hatred of the adepts* and-tQ the manes of their premier • -■ ' 

chief.* t * 

Contrary to the expectations of the confpirators, die * * 

'.people of the provinces refufed to imitate the brigands of 
Paris j and thus did whole hecatombs of victims efcape 
the fate to which they had been> devoted. , It was in vain, 
•that the municipality of JParie : invited all France to jfeek 
its fafety in the death of fo many priefts alledged to be re* " 
/factory, f In vain did Lafitte., and the ether commiiiarks 

, ; * I am ferry to fay it, but it is a fait tfiat cannot be hidden.; 
honed mafons will ihudder at it> but they mud be informed 
of what monfters have iflued from their Lodges. Daring the 
whole of the riots, whether at the Town-hall or at the Car- 
foes, the realigns for rallying and fraternizing with the bri* 
gands were mafonic. Daring the time of the butchery the mur- 
derers offered the mafonic grip to the ftanders-by, and frater- 
nized with or drove them off according as they anfwered ofr 
mifapprehended it. I myfelf faw a rtiao of the lowed rabble 
who explained to me how they had offered him their hands* 
and that not knowing how to anfwer the grip he was driven a- 
way with contempt, while others who were not (hangers to 
the fcience were admitted in the midft of the carnage, with a 
(mile. I am even acquainted with a clergyman, who, by means 
of the figns of mafonry, efcaped from the biigands at the 
Town-hall. It is true, that had he not been difguifed, his 
fcience would have been but of little avail.; for no fooner were 
thofe fame brigands informed that he was an ecclefiaftic, than 
they purfued him. Neither could the fcience be of any fervice 
to the arlftocratic brethren; and this preclnfion will iuffiue to 
demonftrate to the ecclefiaftic and ariftocratic members, thnt 
they were but the mere dupes of the occult Lodges of the fra* 
ternity. 
* 1 he addrefi of the *d September, 1791. 
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©f th* Confpiririg Iegiflators y radge throughout the towns , 
*rid the country^ declaring that the true fpirit of the de* 
crees meant tile death and not thfc banifhment of thefc 
priefts j the people were not yet ripe for fuch atrocities* It 
tvas executioners that were wanting to the confpimtors, 
and not the good will of the fe&ond afiemblyj but it isaU 
fe true, that from that inftant they no longer had it in 
their power to oorifurnrnate that which the firft affembly 
kad begun. The former legiftators had ruined and driven 
*• ** er gy fr°tf* the altar 5 the latter had made a hecatomb 
of them; and ft was in vociferating curfes on thofe who 
fled to other nations, that they beheld them baffling tbei* 
rage,'*nd fubmitting to exile rather than deny the faith of 
their divine mafter. .. 

by the HithertOjhoweverjdifTererttpretenees had JCdncealed tht 

ietoW v-* re ^ mot * v< ^ s °f x ^ eir perfecutions againft the paftorS of the 
y ' fchuncfc The Rotfi&n Catholics, indeed* couM no longer 
exercife their r^igior* in France 5 but the ttnftitutittml 
intruders, and *he difcfcles of Luther and Calvin, ftill 
troritihued to pronotmee ^he name of Ghtfft in their tem^ 
pie?. The third affembly hdw ^^ throws off : the iwafe The 
Hierophahts of tllumirtifni had declared in their myfteries, 
that a day Woul^l tottve wheft rtafrn <wmld bt^tbefafocbd* 
of man. Tjje' adept Hebert appears with this code, 
ahdf Frar^e retdghifes nd otftef ^orfhfp bat that fef rca r 
fa. It is at once (he religion 6f the Sopbifter, Whofe tea- 
/on jells him that there is a God, as well as of him whofe 
redfon tells him that there is no God ; it is the religion of 
the Sdphifter adoring himfelf, his own reafon* or his fup*- 
ptofed wifdom; as it is that of the vain rnortal in delirium ( 
heverthelefs, this is the only tvorfhip tolerated by the Ja- 
cobin equal and free* The wanton devotees of Venus 
appear;- one is immediately fet up on the altar and ador- 
ed as the Goddefs of R'eafon; and the femes of incenfe 
ho longer rife but in her worlhip. The ihfefiable Guil*- 
lotine will now devour whatever part of the dergy had 
hitherto efcaped^ The time is now come for gifting in 
the germ every thing that can recal to mold the gofpel, 
the God of Chriftians, his feafts^ or thofe of his faints.—** 
They are How proscribed, and are no lortger to be feen 
on the calendars publifbed for the people; thus affimilat- 
ing them to thofe that had long fmce been in ufe with the 
, Sect. The very order of the weeks, the months, the year* 
is overturned. The £reat day of the Lord, the Sunday, 
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k aboliflied, fer if recalled to the minds of the people the 
exiftence of a God and of a Creator; but leaft the peo- 
ple fhould ftill fear the power of an avenging God after 
death, they will read engraved on the tombs of their fore- 
fathers, and on thofe even into which they are to defcend 
themselves, that death is mly an iternalfieip ; and this 
was one of the grand myfteries. The few prints who re-* / 

tnained, and who ftill adored an avenging God and a 
Creator, were either to abjure the very eharaSer of the 
ancient prk#hood, or perilh, flowed up in Ipathfome dun- 
geons, beneath the fatal axe of the guillotine, pr irnmer- 
fed in the waters of the Xaire,or of the ocean. Such was 
the reign of the confpirators IJebert and Rabefpierre, 

The tyrants quarrel among themfel yes and devour each 
ether j and even the revolution may be (aid to have its re-* 
volutions. Impiety, for a time, affumes a different fliape, 
but does not relent in its persecution againft the gofpel 
and the priefthood. One might have been tempted to 
think that it was returning on its own footfteps, for the 
people would ftill adore a God, notwithstanding this new 
reign of Reafon ; and Robefpierre allows them, for a time, 
a fupreme being. Next comes ReveilLERE-Lepaux 
With his TheophiUmthropk worfhip. This was the fourth 
religion invented by the Sect It is another tyrant of Isr- 
rael erecting a golden calf, to hinder the people from a* 
doring the true God. It is the Magi- of Jlluminifm in* 
venting religion after religion, and god after god, in hopes 
ofdifgufting the people with every idea of a god. Tbey t 
indeed, allow this unfortunate people to pronounce his 
name again; but let us proceed to this The opbilanibr spit 
meeting. There every pcrfon who ftill believes in God 
is treated as a man imbued *with vulgar prejudices, as a 
fool or a madman. There they make no farther mvftery 
of their defigns, that if ever they can infufe their philofo-!. 
phic fpirit into the people, all this new worfhip /ball be 
banimed as was the former.* It is always the worfljip of 
Sunning and impious rage againft the priefthood of the 
Lord. The Se& appears for a time to have caft afide the 
instruments of death; but it is only to condemn its vic- 
tims to a more flow and cruel end. It never ceafes to pro* 

# This is the exa& ftateraent of an account that I received 
from a gentleman who procured initiation into the myfteries 
of the prcfeot TitoptiUntbroptfls qi Paris* 
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claim its baths of Equality and Liberty jf *ofe ***** hk$+ 
Jings of the revolution^ however, can only be acquired for 
the prieftheod by perjury and apoftacy. But wo be to thofe 
who refufe it; in vain does the citizen offer them an afy-* 
lum in his houfe, domiciliary vifits will foon dkcovei them* 
—*Do they retire into the forefts, into caverns, they are 
hunted down and banifhed to the vrilderneffes of Guya- 
na; and pilots more to be feared than the tempeft are fent 
to convey them. 

Thus do all the different plots of the Sophifters of Im«* 
piety, which had been fo long a time contriving in dark* 
nefs, burft forth into broad day-light, the object of their 
myfteries is accomplifhed ; that wilb, that oath of crujh- 
ing Chrift and his religion, with its minifters, is confum- 
mated. But the reader has not forgotten, that the Sophism 
fters of Rebellion coalefced with thofe of Impiety. The 
adepts had alfo fworn to crufh the monarch and his throne; 
here again my reader muft have got the ftart of me, and 
will immediately fay, * c but the revolution has alfo con- 
tt fummated their plots againft the throne, as it has thofe 
* againft Chrift aftd his altars/* 
In the de- ^ ere a g am mu ft l he Iiiftorian wade through fcenes of 
crees a- blood and horror, and his fight will be blafted by the moft 
gainft mo- atrocious crimes. If he has the ftrength and patience he 
aarchy; mav enumerate them; but, at the fame time, let him ne- 
ver lofe fight of the Se& that has foftered them". Let him 
follow its progrefs; agents may vary, confpirators may 
fucceed each other in the legiflative hall, but they will all 
proceed from one common den wherein the adepts have 
contrived their plots. The thread of this horrid catas- 
trophe will always be the fame, though held in fucceJBon 
by different hands. Equality and Liberty will always be 
the principle, and the confequences will always ftrike at 
Jfce monarch and monarchy, as they have done againft 
Chrift and his religion. In this revolution of Equality 
and Liberty, crimes againft the church, and crimes a- 
gainft the ftate are entwined together; to-day the church, 
to-morrow the fovereign, the .day after proprietors are at- 
tacked, and this continues in a long concatenation which 
always takes its rife, as from its centre, in the cluhof the 
Jacobins, in the reunion of every fpecies of confpiring a- 
dept. Their firft confpiring legiflators, fuch as JVJirabeau, 

f Decree January 1©, 1796; 
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Syeyes, Barnave, Orleans, La Fayette, Latneth, Cha t 
hroud, Gregoire, Petion, Bailly, Rabaud, Chapellier, and 
all the deputies of the Mountain, habitually pais from the 
tribune of the Jacobins tQflthat of the manege. There a 
firft conftitution was prepared, that was to overwhelm the 
throne as it had done the altar; that was to weaken Lewis 
XVI. and ftrip him not only of his authority, but aJfo of 
the affe&ion of his fubje&s; that was to take from him 
the command of the army, and deprive him of the fupport 
^f his nobility; that was, in fhort, to rob him daily of 
feme part of that authority which conftitutes the monarch. 
Two years were fpent in duTeminating calumnies, in ftir- 
ring up the people, or in paifing decrees as derogatory to 
royalty as they were injurious tq religion. This legifla- 
tive rout had formed a code of laws againft the church, 
that was to leave but the name of religion to the French 
nation; from the fame clamorous multitude are iffued 
laws againft monarchy, that reduced the unfortunate Lew- 
is XVI. to a mere cypher; a captive in his palace, fur- 
rounded by brigands, he is forced, as the clergy had been, 
to fanftion thofe very decrees that deipoiled him; the 
clergy had pleaded the duties of the priefthood in oppofi- 
tion to the decrees.; the king fets forth the duties of the 
monarch; he claims, as they had done, his liberty, and 
for a moment thinks he has obtained it by his flight to 
Varennes. But the traitorf La Fayette foon difpelled th$ 

K k 

* Left public documents fhould not be fufficiently explana- 
tory of the conduct of La Fayette on this occasion, and as fe- 
deral perfons have wifhed to perfuade the public that he was 
perfectly ignorant of the intended flight of the king, ! here 
publilh a true Jtatement of facts. — \ German woman, married 
to a Frenchman of the name of Rochtreuily was employed in 
the queen's fervice under the title of Forte cbaife d'affaires.— 
This woman had mown fo much indignation, and had wept ft 
bitterly on the 5th and 6th of October, that the queen, affected 
at feeing fuch proofs of attachment in this woman, entrufted 
her with the care of preparing her broth, and lodged her in a 
rQom on the ground- floor of her own apartment, which com- 
municated to the apartment that had been occupied by the 
Duke of Villequier. In the beginning of June, the queen, whp 
began to prepare for her intended evafion, lodged this Mrs. 
R jctyereuii in another toom. She immediately harbored fufpi- 
cions of fome intended plan, and watched the king and queen. 
The great confidence they both had in her gave her the oppor- 
•inity of knowing tnc whole febeme of the Jung's flight. Oa 
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illufion, and only permitted him to enjoy it for an inftant£ 
that he might drag his royal mailer back to the capital 
expofed to every outrage, there to keep him a clofer pri- 
foner. Lewis, a prifoner, at )e»gth fan&ions this contki- 
tution of Equality and Liberty; he ftill bears the title of 
king, when a new band of ruffians or legiflative adepts 
make their appearance to form the fecond National As- 
sembly, 
by the fc- The fecond affembly finds Lewis a captive in his p«~ 
cond as- lace j and they proceed in the wicked career of their pre* 
fembJyj deceffors. Each fitting gave birth to new decrees more 
and more derogatory to the authority of the monarch 9 
daily were the people ftirred up to infurre&ton againft the 
altar and the throne* At length the day drew near when 
both were to fall beneath their blows* The long lift of 
clergy that were to be immolated had been already form- 
ed by the Jacobin municipality, and the Jacobin legisla- 
tors furround the palace of Lewis with legions of bri- 
gands. He is reduced to feek an afylum in the midft of 
that very ailembly that had fcnt this mob of mifereants a* 

the ioth of June fhe informed Meifrs. La Fayette and Goovioa 
of what fhe had obferved, and lodged an information at tbq 
Comite da Recherches of the National Affembly. She had ele- 
ven conferences with them in the fpace of nine days. In con- 
fequence of thefe denunciations, M.de la Fayette charged thir* 
teen officers on whom he could depend, to patrole every sight 
within the interior of the Thuilleries, but with ferret orders to 
favor the evafion. His orders had been given in a (imilar man* 
ner along the road. Drouet had been inftrufled in the part he 
was to aft. The remaining part of that fata! jcurney to Varen- 
nes, and the arreftation of the king, may be all eafily conceived, 
excepting that excefs of infolence with which La Fayette ufed 
his victory, aod the outrages he heaped on the unfortunate 
Lewis, when dragging him back to his prifon of the Thuil- 
leries. 

Another anecdote that may furprize the reader is, that when 
the queen had been informed of the treacherous behavior of 
this woman, Rochereuii, and had difmifTed the traitor from 
her fervice, this wretch had the infolence to prefent a memo- 
rial, that a deputy had penned for her, to the queen, reqfcefi- 
ing that fhe might be admitted again into her fervice, and dat- 
ing that in her opinion (he could not have given her m?jefty a 
greater proof of her gratitude and fidelity than by depriving 
her of the poflibility of hearkening to the evil councils of the 
rovalifts — I he queen gave the memorial to Mr. Prieur, the 
hiltoriographer of France for the foreign department. 1 he de- 
nunciation of this woman is carefully preserved in what are 
ftyled the National Archives. 
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gatnft him; they pronounce his fufpenfion, as according 
to the new forms they would have encroached on the fo- 
vereignty of the people in pronouncing' the abolition of 
royalty ; but left he fliould miftake the nature of his crime, 
they proclaim the new sera- and the new oath of Equality 
and Liberty^ bctli of which are to date from this day. — 
They then decree the convocation of a new aflembly which 
is to pronounce definitively on the fate of the monarch. 
Ail thefe decrees are uaffed in his prefence; for they had 
barbaroufly (hut up him and his family in a tribune ap- 
propriated to the writers of a Newfpaper, left he fhould 
lofe a fingle word of the outrages and calumnies vented 
againft his perfon, or of the laws pronounced for the an- 
nihilation of the throne. But his death had been already 
reiblved; meanwhile he is fent to the towers of the Tem- 
ple to await his cruel deftiny.* 

I fhould be little inclined to infill on the atrocious feats Confpira- 
that fignalized thefe horrid triumphs of the ftrcond alTem- cy of the 
bly> or on the arts employed to prepare them, were it not * ot " °£ 
that the true thread of inch a multitude of crimes has not Augu * 
been properly di (covered. The whole was contrived by 
Brifibt. The Seel, it is true, furnifhed him with agents. 
but he was constantly the chief of the confpiracy of the 
xoth of Auguft. During a whole year he was employed 
in preparing it; he had conceived it even before he was 
named a legiflator. Initiated in all the myfteries of Hol- 
bach's club, and even contending with Condorcet for the 
precedency among the Voltairian Sophifters, no fooner 
was he deputed to the grand affembly, than he thought 
himielf called to fulfil the decree, which he had long iince 
pronounced, That the jceptre of the Bourbons JhouLl be 
Jbiveredy and France he transformed into a republic^ — 

* Sittings of Auguft to, u, and i a, 179*. 

f Lewis XVI. was but a child when Sir Horace Walpole, 

ifince Lord Orford, ) after a fhort ftay at Paris, wrote the fol- 
wing letter to Marefchal Conway on the views and plans of 
the Sophifters. It is dated O&ober aS, 1765. 

" The Dauphin (father to Lewis XVI.) will probably hold 
V out very few days. His death, that is, the near profpe<5t of 
* it, fills the Pbilofophen with the greatest joy, as it was tear- 
u ed he would endeavor the reiteration of the Jefuits. You 
u will think the fentiments ofM^ Pbilofophen very o&AJIatf 
" news.— But.do you know what the Pbiiofophers are, or what 
" the term means here? In the fir ft place, it comprehends al- 
" moil every body $ and in the next means nun, who* avowing 
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ScarcefjKvas he feated among thefe new legiflatoi* tofiea 
he caft his eyes around him in queft of adepts who might 
co-operate in hifrhng from his throne that unfortunate 
monarch, whofe po\teF-|he preceding affembly had reduce 
cd to a mere phantom; Efeiiapn perceived that fame ha- 
tred to royalty raging in the breafts of a Action, a Buzot, 
a Vergniaux* a Gaudet, a Genfonne, or a N Louvet, and 
to them he opened his plans*. 

. / According to the plan contrived by; the confpirators, 
we (hall fee that France tfas in the firft- place to be inun* 
dated with journals, all ftimulating the people to com-* 
plete the grand work of their liberty. By dint of libel* 
and moft odious calumnies againft Lewis XVi. and his 
queen ; they were to eradicate every fentiment of atfec* 
tion from the heart of the fubjeft. They next bethought 
themfelves of ftirriog up the foreign powers* that Lewis 
XVI. being engaged in war without, might fall an eafier 
pey to intrigue within. We next heartbexlub refound- 
ing with that very fentence which Briffot afterwards writes 
to the generals of Ms revolution: Europe :muft be fet oii 
fire at the four eerners j in that ourfafety lies** By means 
of their adepts and clubs they were perpetually exciting 
the people to infurre&ion, in order to caft the odium oft 
the king and queen. Under pretence of taking meafures 
againft thefe frequent infurre&ions, and to ward off the 
danger to which they expofed France^ they formed in the 
National Aflembly a fecret committee under the title of 
extraordinary commijfton, and which was the head of tht 
faction imce called tae Girondins y from the department 

** war againft poperv, aim, many of them, at afuhverfon of 
** ail religion y and fill many mare at the defruftion of regal 
" power — Bow do you know this ? y^u will fay; you, who 
** have been hut fix weeks in Fiance, three of which you have 
f< been confined in your chamber. — Hue; but in the firft pe- 
•' liod I went every where, and heard nqthing elft; inthelat- 
° ter I have been extremely vifiud, an \ have had long and ex* 
'* plicit conventions with many who think as I tell you, and 
" with a few of the other fide, who are no lrfs perfuaded that 
" there a»e fuch intentions. In particular, I had two officer* 
4e hre the other night, neither of them young, whom J had 
" difficulty to keep from a ferious quarrel, and who, in the heat 
*' of the difpute, informed me of much more than I could have 
" learned with great pains. (Vol. V.) 

* See Mallet Du Pan's Confederations on the Nature of the 
Revolution, P. 37. 
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bf the Girondey in Gafcony. It was there that Brifibi, at 
the head of the Ele£t, and prefidinj in the commijfton^ pre* 
pared, in filence, thofe decrees that were to confummate 
the .plots againft monarchy. He wifhed to give this revo- 
lution an appearance of philosophy, folicited by an en- 
lightened people tired of its kings, and willing to recog- 
nize no other fovereiga than itfelf. He fent his emiflarieS 
into the provinces; but they all returned, declaring that 

. the French nation was unwilling to Sacrifice its king.—* 
He then founded the legiilative aflembly, and the opinions 
of the majority alfo coincided with the wifhes of the peo* 
pie.— What he could not accomplifh by his fophiftry, he 
now determined to effectuate by means of pikes and his 
blood-thirfty leg-ions of brigands.— *He calls thofe legions 
from the South known by the name of MarfeUiois; from 
the Weft the Jacobins fend up the brigands of Breft; 
Barbaroux and Panis y Carra and Beaujoi? the intruded 
Vicar of Blois, Bejfe from the Drome, Gait 'ijfat from Lan»- 
gres, Faurnier the Weft-Indian, G eneral IVeftermanrt^ 
Kiculin. from Strasbourg, Santerre the brewer, AnUing 
fromt Metfc, and Gorfa s the journalift, combined;with the 4 
Girondins* They hold their councils fometimes atRobe- 
ipierre's, at others at the Soleild'Or, (the golden *Sun,) 
at tavern near the Baftille. Syeyes and his club of twenty* 
tWQy or ;he occult Lodge of the Jacobins, fecond them 
with all their might.-— Marat Y Prudhowme, and Milling 
with all the Journalifts of the Party, daily invent new ca- 
lumnies againft Lewis and his royal Gonfort. Alexandre 
and the renegado Chabot ftir up the iuburbs of St. An* 
toine znd St, Marceau. Philip of Orleans contributes his 
faoney and his party, becaufe he is in hopes of being him- 
felf exalted to the throne, as foon as Lewis XVi. fball 
be driven from it; and even though he were not to fuc-»- 
ceed in obtaining the throne, he will at leaft have grati- 
fied his vengeance, 

- Every thing is agreed on; the Legions are arrived; at 
ten minutes before one in the morning the alarm bells ring 
the prelude to the terrible ioth of Auguft. The fecond 
AfTembly has now fulfilled its tafic; Lewis XVI. is de- 
clared to be deprived of all right to the crown. He is 
torn from the palace of his forefathers, and immured with- 
in the towers of the Temple. It is there that the third 
Affemblpfcf Legiflators is to find him, and are to lead 
hirajg&n thence to the fcaffbld to fulfil the oaths of the 

^OcinJt Lodges. 
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Should the hiftorian hcfitatc at recogo&mg this pro* 
greffion of the Seel, to conducl us to the terrible catas- 
trophe of the 10th of Auguft, let him turn, to the avow* 
aJs of the adepts themf^l ves.— The day is come when they 
envy each other the comtnifHon of fuch crimes; they had 
inftalled Brifibt the leader of the Jacobins; but Robe- 
fpierre, Marat, and.Danton (hatch the fceptre from him; 
he withes to wreft it from them again j and he publifhes 
an addreis to all the Jacobins of France to fubftantiate his 
rights. His apology, as well as that of his co«adept Lou-» 
vet are in fubftance no more than the hiftory of the very 
7 coiupiracy I have juft been describing. Should it be ne- 
ceflary, for the conviction of the reader, to turn to any 
part of it, let him hearken to Brifibt, when faying, the 
Triumvirs Robefpierre, Marat, and Danton, have accufed 
me tt of being the author of the war, and had it not been 
44 for the war, Royalty would have ftill fubfiftedl Had it 
ic not been for the war, thoufands of talents, thousands of 
14 virtues would never have burft forth from obicurity i 
44 — And had it not been for the war, Savoy and to many 
44 other dates whofe fetters are about to fall, would ne- 
44 ver have acquired their Liberty^-^They were fearful 
* of a war conducted by a King — Oh ! (hallow politi- 
44 cians I It was precifely becaufe this perjured King 
44 was to conducl the war, becaufe be coakl only con* 
41 duel it as a traitor, becaufe this treaibn alone would in-* 
u fallibiy lead bim to his ruin ; it was for fuch reafons, 
44 that it was neceffary to have a war conducted by the 
v King.-—// was the abolition of Royalty that I had in 
44 view when I caufed war to be declared~>~Men who 
44 were enlightened underftood me, when on the 30th of 
44 December 179 1, they heard me anfwer Robei pier re, 
44 who was always talking to me of treafons to be feared, 
44 / have hut one fear ^ which />, that we Jkall not he be- 
4< t rayed, wejland in need of treachery^for our whol* 
44 Jafcty depends on our being betrayed~For treafons 
44 would ibon make that: which thwarts the greatnefs of 
44 the French nation difappear, I mean Royalty." 

But while this Sophiiter is declaiming fo much or* 
treafons, and glorying in that which he had for fo long a 
time premeditated again ft this unfortunate Sovereign, 
which he makes his title of pre-eminence in the eyes of 
the Jacobins, he takes care not to mention that he would 
have betrayed the traitors themfelves, had Lewis XVI. 
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had money fafficient to fuppfy his extravagant demands. 
On the 9th of Auguft, the eve of the day when all the 
Confpirators were to be put in a&ion, he fent to afk the 
King for twelve millions ( 500,000!. ) as a price for witl** * + 
drawing from the Confpiracy and for rendering it abor- 
tive.*—* 'What extraordinary men are thefe Sophifters, 
and what ideas do they form of their own virtues ! But 
truth impofes on us the difgufting tafk of hearkening to 
this man, while narrating his own crimes. He will boaft 
of the time that he employed in meditating and preparing 
them, and will reprefent the callous indifference with 
which he viewed the canibal fcenes of that bloody day as 
greatnefs of foul. " They accufe me (he continues") of 
« having preiided over the extraordinary commi]Jion\ and 
«« if the able heads of that commijjion had not prepared^ 
« and that a long while previous to the 10th of Auguft, 
«« thofe decrees that faved France, fuch as the fufpenfion 
« of the King, the convocation of the Convention ^ the or- 
« ganization of a Republican Mini/try, if thefe decrees 
« had not been wiiely combined, fo as to banifh every 
«* idea of force or terror 5 had they not borne the ftamp of 
« grandeur and of cool deliberation, the Revolution of 
« l the 10th of Auguft would have appeared to the eyes of 
« all Europe to have been a Revolution of canibals.—* 
** But at the fight of wifdom prefiding in the midft of 
* c thefe ftorm?,and flaying even the arm of carnage, Eu- 
cc rope then believed that France was faved. Let who 
« will calumniate the joth of Auguft, the valor of the 
" federated bands and the deliberate decrees of the Na- 
«« tional Affemby, which had been prepared by the Com* 

* mijfton y will forever immortalize that day."f 

Let us follow this ftrange Sophifter ; for, after fhow- 
ing how he betrayed Lewis XVI. he will now explain 
the manner in which he betrayed both the Nation and 
the Affembly ; how he and his adherents gradually led 
the people, and the majority of the Affembly to the com- 
million of crimes, of which neither approved. €% My opi- 
" nion (of the 9th of July) on the depofition of the King 
" has been much cavilled at. The fame has happened to 
" Vergniaux— I here call to witnefs my Colleagues, all 

* thofe who were acquainted with the fi ate of our AJfem* 

* See the Memoirs of Mr. Bertrand, Vol. III. Chap. XXIU 
f Briflbt's Letter to the Jacobins, October 34, 1794. 
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** bly, with the weaknej} And minority of the patriot /, th$ 

* corruption of terror, the averfion in which theenthufi- 
cc afts held the court party. Doubtlefs, it needed no fmall 
** fhare of courage to rifle that eloquent hypothefis on the 
cc crimes of the King in the midft of fuch an aflerobly as 
c * Vergniaux did. And the day after that coalition, which 
Ci fo much weakened the party of the Patriots, was it not 
a a tafk that required courage which I undertook, to give 
<c a lively defcription of the crimes of the King, and to 
cc propofe his being brought to trial. This was blafphe- 
ct my in the eyes of the majority , neverthelefs I dared ta 
"/peak it." 

When defcribing the Girondins, his chief fupport, he 
lays, " perpetually occupied rn repairing their faults, in 
tt union with other enlightened patriots, they were prepa- 
cc ring the minds to pronounce the fufpenfion of the King. 
U — They were far from conceiving fuch ajlep; and this 
** was my reafon for rifking that famous difcourfe of the 

* 2hth jfuly on the depofition, a difcourfe that in the con- 
44 cepuun of ordinary minds was a dereliction of princi- 
tt pie, but in the eyes of the enlightened, was only a pru- 
Cl dent and neceffary manoeuvre. I well knew that tho 
a Ariftocraticai party wiflied nothing fo much as to meet 
«* the queftion on the depolition, becaufe they tho't them- 
<c felves certain of fuccef?, and becaufe the minds were not 
<c yet ripe in the Departments — the defeat of the Patri- 
<c ots was therefore inevitable. It was neceffary then t§ 
* c tac k, in order to gain time, to enlighten the public opt- 
* c nion, or to ripen it for infurreclion; for the depofitioa 
* c of the King could be effected but by one of thefe two) 
<c means.-— Such were my motives for pronouncing my 
** difcourfe on the 26th of July, which expofed me to fo 
<c much reproach, and even ranked me among the fecret 
<c Royal ifts, while the Patriot e Francois (the newfpaper 
w that he published) never ceafed to prepare the minds in 
** the Departments for thefe extraordinary meafures" 

Amidft the multitude of reflections that rnuit natural- 1 
)y arife on the perufal of thefe avowals, the words it was' 
therefore neceffary to tacky in order to gain time, to en- 
lighten the public opinion, or to ripen it for infurrecHon^ 
•prefent us with a great axiom in the theory of Revolu- 
tions. They fhow us, that thofe infurre&ions reprefented 
es the grand movements of a people, as the aft of the ma^ 
joiity of a nation, are merely the efforts of ^n united 
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fo&ion agalnft the majority of a nation; that had the 
opinions of the majority of the nation coincided with the 
vie * s of the Confpirators, they would not have been obli- 
ged to i^ek the aid or brigands, in order to triumph by 
arms and terror over an unarmed and unfufp.'&mg peo- 
pJ ?. It may be objed^J, that France had its National 
Guards; moft certainly it had; but Briflbt carefully 
avoided calling on them for fuccor. He had feen them 
flocking from all parts of France to the federation on the 
f 4 h Oi J'lly; butfhefe truly federated bands hadftr>wn 
tile greateft marks of att chment to L-Wls and his Royal 
Confort; and it was not to fuch men that the Confpira- 
tors dared prqpofii the depofition of the King. What 
plan do the Confpirators adopt ? They afTembJe all thofe 
b igands called Alarfeiilois^ (not becaufe they were in-y 
habitants of Marseilles or Provence, but becaufe the great- 
er part of them had been condemned to thegallies at Mar- 
seilles), and furname theie brigands of all countries The 
Federated Bands. They oblige the inhabitants of the, 
fuburbs to fall into the ranks with them j they caufe the 
com nander of the National Guard to be murdered, that, 
bung without a chief, it might have no unity of adtion, 
and that thofe who had been feduced might join the bri- 
gands. They then reprefent as a general infurre&ion of 
the peopl », as the will of the nation, that which they have 
them Lives demon It rated to have been no other than an ^ 
infurre&ion of their own cut-throat bands againft their 
King and the nation at large. Such has been the whole 
progrefs of the Revolution; all has been done by mobs 
and iirfur regions, or, as the chiefs ft vie it, by means of 
force and terror^ wheh have enflaved a nation that had 
reiifted every mean? of (eduction. 

Similar proofs relating to that atrocious Revolution 
of the jom of Augult are to be found in Louvet's dis- 
courfej he alfo boafts of his cunning in preparing the 
plots. " IV e Jacobins wijhed for war y (he fays) becaufe 
P peace muft nave undoubtedly killed the Republic— be- 

# caufc, undertaken in time, the misfortunes inevitable 
cc at the fir ft outfet could be repaired, and would at once 
u P ur tfy *he Senate, the Annies and the Throne — Every 
u man worthy of being a Republican loudly called tor 
u war. They dared afpire tojlrike a mortal blow at Roy- 
u aity itfelf; to exterminate it for ever y in France Jit y?, 

* AND TH£N THROUGHOUT THJi UNIVERSE," 1\q 

h 1 
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then alludes to the* parts afted by his accomplices.—* 
"Thofe whom you call my friends (he fays to Robes- 
"pierre) were Roland, who had denounced Lewis XVI. 
" to all France — Servan, who was involved m the hon- 
41 brable retreat of the Minifter of the Interior, and on)y 
<c returned into office with him? and that to feve France 
« — Petion y whofe conduft at once vigorous and wife, was 
<c wearing out Royalty — BriJJbt, he was writing again ft 
4< Monarchy," (Condorcet was alfo writing in the fame 
caufe) — u Vergniaux^ Gcnfinne y and ASany others, were 
t; preparing before hand the plan for the fufpenfion— Gate- 
« det was feated in the chair,, when the cannon began to 
" roar. — Barbaroux was advancing at the head of the 
« Marfeillois for the xoth of dugujty and lucky it is for 
"you that he headed them — / (Lou vet) was writing the 
a Sentinelle ; and your eternal vaporings oblige me to fay, 
v " that my journal contributed much more to the Revolu- 
44 tion of the iQth of Auguft, than your Defenfeur de la 
44 Conjlitution (written by Robefpierre)."* 
By the Thus have thefe fanguinary Legiflators furnHhed die : 

third as- Hiftorian with the proofs of their own guilt, and of their 
iembly. crimes againft their Sovereign. Let this Republic then 
appear, this Republic of Equality and Liberty, fo long 1 
cherifhed by the Sophifters, and nurtured by the adepts 
in their Occult Lodges \ Lewis is no longer feated on the 
throne! Let not Lewis, nor any Bourbon, nor any living 
France de- creature afpire to it in future. Royalty is abolifbed, and 
dared a France is proclaimed a Republic, This is the firft de- 
Republic, cree of thofe Confpirators ftyling themfelves a Convention 
and fucceeding to thofe who had called themfelves the fe- 
cond National Affembly {September 21, 1792). The. 
better to eftabhfh Equality, every mark of rank, everv 
the common marks of civility as well as the title of King 
are profcribed > and Citizen is in future the fole appella- 
tion allowed (Oclober 29). Left the very fight of a faith- 
ful fubject fliould recal the idea of a King, death is pro- 

* See Louvefs Addrefs to Robefpierre. Should the reader, 
wilh for any more of thefe avowals and vapourings of a multi- 
tude of adepts on the art with which they prepared the fan- 
quinary fcenes of tiiat day, let them read Robefpierre* s Letter' 
to his Covjlitusnts ; Petion's Obfervations on that Letter; the 
Annates Patriotiqucs* by Carra and Mercier, 30th Nov. 17^1 ; 
the Chronique de Parh> by Milan* and his threats on the s*h 
of Augult, *79», &c. See. - 
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-nottnopd againft every Emigrant. who ihall dare to fet 
ifoot on the territories of the Republic (November 10). 
The fame punishment is pronounced againft any man 
Who fliould dare propo/e the n^JlabUJbment $f Royalty 
<t« France (Dtcembtr 4). 

* The Seft now proceeds towards die completion of Lewis 
its myfteries. Lewis, Who had been feated on the throne, xv *- is 
iHH exifts; and it was not in vain that the adepts had e™^ n " 
been taught in the caverns of the Knights Kadofch to death, 
trample on crowns and .ftab Kings. To the atrocious i 
games reality muft ifucceed ; Robeffierre advances ; but \ 
let him and his hangman range for a time on the field.; ! 
he is no more than a wild beaft that the Seft. have let 
loofe. He is not the wretch that devours the captive 
Monarch; it is the Seft. Even in Lewis are two dis- 
tinct perfons in the eyes of the Jacobins. They would 
jjerhaps have loved and revered him in private life ; but i 
he was King, and they foam with rage at the very ideas 
his head falls on the fcaffold \ their relentlefs vengeance * 

even ftrikes the ftatue of the beloved and great Henry 
IV.; every monument that can recal the idea of a King ■ « ' 
falls beoeaih their blows* It was not at Lewis, it was at « 
jioyalty, that thefe rhodern Vandals aimed. They decla- 
red £rewis XV J. to be a tyrant ; they continue to proclaim 
k; but they have their own interpretation; they ftyle him 
thy juft as the Sophifters ftyled every King a Tyrant — 
They knew well, that Lewis XVI. had during a reign of f~~ '" 
nineteen years iigned many a pardon, but had never figned 
a fiagle death-warrant.; and that certainly is not the cha- 
xa&er of a tyrant. They knew well, that the fir ft aft of 
Lewis on his coming to the throne was to releafe his fub- 
jefts from the tax cuftooiary on fuch an occafion ; he abo- 
lished thecuftom of theGorvees (or bind days) ; neither the 
accufed nor even the guilty, could be put to the torture 
^during his reign; and do foch edifts befpealc the tyrant ? 
They alfo faw him reTrnquilh in favor .of his fubj efts all I 
the feudal rights in his own domains, that he might ob -. | 
tain by example that alleviation for his people, /whioh he ; 
«ould not eftablifh by authority without making an at- ^ 
taclc upon private property* They knew well that Lewis 
XVI. was entirely free from thofe vices which are either 
<xUous or burdenfome to nations;, he was religious, an 
enemy to oftentation, companionate and generous to the . 
poor; they had feen him laviihing his privy purfe tt> 
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Warm, to cloath, to feed the indigent; fen him even cam 

ry in perfon fuccor to the friendlefs cottager; they had 

feen the poor railing the (how into a pyramid, and (ha* 

ping it out into a .monument of gratitude to Lewis XV I» 

mitigating the rigors of the winter. They knew wsii f 

that the gratitude of the poor is not fo induftrious to 

{hew attachment to a tyrant. In vain they will upbraid 

him as a defpot or a tyrant; for they cannot deny, that 

never a Prince was feated on a throne more zealou* in 

his application to his duty, or lefs jealous of his righes 

than Lewis XVI.; Confidence and love feem to be his 

j leading features; and if ever he fpoke in th. t peremptory 

j way which denotes the determination of bring obeyed, it 

j was, when furrounded by aff«ffins,he fo often reptated to 

I his guards* If it be necefjhry to Jhed but one Jingle drop of 

j blood for my Jafety, I forbid it to be Jhed \ and (uch are the 

| orders of a tyrant I ! ! "Should calumny obftinattly permit, 

1 let it read thefe laft fentiments of lie wis : " I pray all 

\ iC thofe whom I may have offended through inaGVvrtency 

<c (for I do not remember to have offended any per Jon 

i cc knowingly), or thofe to whom I may have given bad 

" example, or fcandal, to pardon whatever injury tbey 

I " may think I can have done them." Let the regicide 

judges read (for it is to them he fpeaks and fays) " I 

? <l pardon with all my heart thofe who haVe coniiituted 

<c themfelves my enemies without my giving them caufei 

" and I pray God that he will pardon them." Let chern 

follow him to the fcaffold, and there contemplate if they 

dare, that ferenity of his countenance, in the midft ol his 

executioners, which fo well denotes the.tranquilJity of 

his foul ; and they dare not hear his laft words.; Di u.i.s 

are beaten and trumpets founded to diown his voice; for 

they are confeious that he has neither lived nor is about tj 

die the death of a tyrant. 

Real mo- * hefe confpiring legislators, however, knew it lonjj 

kives of his before they fat in judgment on their King; for ifyouaik 

ion dermic* them, when in tiie very act of regicide, of what irime 

uon. Lewis XVI. has been guilty? They will anfwei, Lewis 

was a King, and our wiih is the death of every King.— * 

Hearken to the Jacobin Robert : whtn he comes to vote 

he fays, w I condemn the tyrant to death; and in pronoun* 

<c cing this fentence, / have but one regret, which is, that 

u my power does not extend over all the tyrants, to con-* 

1 * demn them all to the fame fate : " Hear, ^gaui, the J «co*. 
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fein Garra'j u For the injtru&ion ofnations^in all tittles^ 
€< and in all places, and for the confternation of tyrants, I 
56 v<»w for death •/'—Or the Jacobin HriUau\ " Nations 
Ci accuftomcd to conjider their Kings as f acred objects will 
<c neceirarily fay* 4 the heads of Kings, however* cannot 
c< be fo facred* fince the axe can ftrike them* and that they 
** fall beneath the avenging arm of jufticc.' // is thus 
" you are launching nations into the career of Liberty \ I 
w vote for death."* 

Should the real caufe of the death of Lewis XVI. not 
fufficientl y appear in fuch language, let the reader jt vert 
to that club of the Sophifters where Condorcet was leanv* 
ing that a day would come when the Sun would Jhine on 
none but free men, and when Kings and Priejls Jhould 
have no exiftence but in hi ft or y or on the flage* Turn 
back to thofe confpiring dens haunted by the Occult Ma- 
fons, and doubt for a moment, if you can, of this hiftori- 
cal truth, that Lewis periQied upon the fcafFold be caufe 
be was King\ that the daughter of the Cezars peri ibed 
hecaufe Jhe was §hieen \ and never was (he more defer- 
vmg of that cxaked ftation* than when (he (howed fuch 
undaunted courage and greatnefs of foul in the midft of 
her murderers* Madame Elizabeth periihed, becaufe nei* 
ther virtue, innocence, nor magnanimity, could efface the 
&din y indelible in the eyes of the Jacobins, of being the 
daughter and filler of a King. Philip of Orleans crouch-, 
ed into wickednefs and infamy, and facrificed his immenfe 
fortune to the Sec~t> he cowardly and bafely votes for the 
death of his royal relation to pleafe the Sec~fcj he takes the 
name of Equality f abandoning rank and birth, and even 
denies his father to court the Se£t; but no fooner are his 
crimes unneceflary for the progrefs of that Sec~t, than he 
is dragged away to the fcafFold becaufe he is of royal xJe-» 
fcent. But the confpirators are fearful, that if they (truck 
at that model of virtue and goodnefs the Dutchefs of Or- 
leans, the axe would fall from the hands of the execution- 
ers. The numerous Sacrifices made by the Dutchefs of 
Bourbon and the Prince of Conti proved to the confpira- 
tors that thefe remnants of blood-royal were litt/e to be 
feared; neverthelefs they are obliged^ with every pcrfon 
of royal extraction, to fly the territories of the new Re- 
public. To cement this hatred for Kings, the day oa 

* gee the Monitear, Sittings of Jan. *>aad following, 1793. 
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which Lewis XVL was murdered on die fcaffoW is de— 
clared a perpetual feftival for this people equal and free ^ 
on this day the oath of hatred to Royalty is to be foietnn- 
ly fworn by all the MagiArates; and this oath is to be in 
rut u re a neceflary qualification for the enjoyment of the 
rights of Citizen in rjus new Republic; luch are the re* 
gulations decreed; and death is pronounced, as we have 
already fcen, againft whoever dares propofe the re-efta* 
blifhment of Monarchy. 

Notwkhftanding the rivers of blood that flowed in 
France, to corifiimmate thefe plots againft Royalty, Ac 
SetSt. and its agents behold thefe horrid fcenes with all the 
The atro- brutal exultation of cannibals. The guillotine is declared 
cities of permanent in Paris, and ambulant in die Provinces m 
the Revo- q Ue ft f Royalifts and Priefts. New words are even in- 
vecTfrom" Vcnte & to ^ note ^ e butcheries that now take place, for 
the Seel. our forefathers had not even formed an idea of cruelties to 
fuch an extent. Whole hecatombs of victims are fliot 
in mafa and this was ftyled Fuftllades ; hecatombs alfo 
were drowned, and that (pecies of' murder they called 
Noyades.* Is it the Seel then that thus hardens and bru- 
talizes the hearts of the Jacobins ? Are we to turn back to 
their Jettons to explain tooth the number and the choice 

* Another fpecies of cruelty not mentioned, is that which 
the cannibals of Nantes called Des Marriages Patriotigues;— 
The reader will fcarcely believe me when I tell him, that wo- 
men were comprehended in thefe abominable butcheries. Ke- 
verthelefs, as a refinement of cruelty, when any young royalift 
was fuppofed to have an attachment for any voting woman, the J 
were tied together, hand and foot, previous to their being 
thrown into the Loire, that they might pais in Gharon*s Bark 
together; or they would tie forae venerable t>ld clergyman to 
a young woman, that he might be provided with a young wife 
in the next world. Such were their Patriotic Marriages; luch 
the cruelties that muft furprife the reader, were he not ac- 
quainted with the fchool whence they proceed. At /Arras Le 
Bon would guiliotine .byflreets ; and one night returning home, % 
a little drunk, he thought an execution by torch-light would 
have a Patriotic effeil. The Count de Bethune,' who had been 
brought to trial in the morning and acquitted, was immediate- 
ly named as the victim ; but Le Bon was informed that he had 
been tried and acquitted; no matter, we will try him again, 
(fays the Commifiary); and the poor Count was condemned 
and executed becaufe he was foupc&nne d'etre fufpetl. This, 
perhaps, is the mod extraordinary crime on record ,Jhfpefted 
ef being afufpicious charatler for Ariftocracy ; nevcrthelefs, ma- 
ny hundreds penihed on the fcaffold for this crime. Tranf. 
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rf viftinaS, the coo! wickednefs of the adepts, the atro- 
cious joy of the executioners ? Yes, all you whofeek the 
caufe elfeWhere, forget the myfteries ; I am obliged to 
call you back to the true parent of this fanguinary tribe ; 
yes, it was the principles of the Se£r. that made Barnave 
at die fight of heads carried on pikes, ferocioufly fmile 
and exclaim, Was that blood then fo pure that one might 
not evenfpill one drop of it ? Yes, it was thofe principles 
that made Chapellier, Mirabeau, and Gregoire, when' 
they beheld the brigands furrounding the palace of Ver- 
failles in fanguinary rage, thirfting after murder, and par- 
ticularly after the blood of the Queen, exclaim, The Peo- 
ple muft have viclims. It was thofe principles that even 
fmothered the affe&ion of Brother for Brother, when the 
adept Chenier, feeing his own Brother delivered over to 
the hands of the public executioner, qoolly faid, If my 
Brother be not in the truefenfe of the Revolution^ let him 
he facrificed\ that eradicated the feeling of the child for 
his parents, when the adept Philip brought in triumph 
to the club of the Jacobins the heads of his father and 
mother ! ! This infatiable Se& -calls out by the mouth of 
the bloody Marat, for two hundred andfeventy thoufand 
heads, declaring that before long it will count only by 
millions. They know well, that their fyftems and lail 
myfteries of Equality can only be accomplifhed in its full 
extent by depopulating the world ; and, by the mouth of 
Le Bo, it anfwers the inhabitants of Montauban, terrified 
with the want of provif Ions, " Fear not;- France has a 
44 fufficiency for twelve millions of inhabitants : All the 
<c reft (that is the other twelve millions) muft be put to 
< 4 death, and then there will be no fear city oj bread"* 

We wifh to caft the odium of fuch horrors on a Mar at y 
a Robefpierre, or fomefuch wretches; but Barnave pre- 
ceded Robefpierre; and the oath of the Secft to de- 
nounce father, mother, friends, brothers, and fifters, and 
to look upon every perfon as profcribed who ihould not 
adopt the revolutionary principles, did not originate with 
them. Such was the oath of the Lodges long before the 
exiftence of the Jacobins, It was not from Robefpierre, 
but in Holbach's club, that Condorcet learned to ex- 
claim as he did in the legiflative affembly, Let the world 
perijh, rather thanfacr'tfice our principles of Equality ! 

* Report of the Comiti du Salut Publiquc, Auguft 8, 179$. 
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It would not be the brigands alone*, but Syeyes, Garat, 
the elect of the Sophifters, and the club W the twenty-two, 
that would (mile at the horror we had conceived at fuch 
deeds. Thus did Syeyes anfwer Mallet du Pan, when 
he expreflcd his deteftation of the means employed in the 
revolution ; You are always talking to us of the means 
*mpl<xyed\ but^ Sir, it is the End, it is the Object, the 
Ultimate Hew, that you mujl learn to confider : And this 
Very principle, that confoles fuch men as Syeyes for fuch 
3 multitude of atrocities, is to be difcovered in the Code 
q( the Ilhiminized Lodges, whence it found its way into 
the Jacobin, club.* 

A day may come when hiftory will be more accurately 
informed haw and in what haunts this blood*thirfty Sedfc 
pointed out its victims, and taught its adepts not to be 
ftartled at the number of them. Meantime 1 hav/e pro- 
mifed to led my reader back to that which held its fit- 
tings in the Rue Sourdiere y where Savalette de Lange 
prefided ; where the IHuirunees were received ; and where 
Dietrich^ who was one of the firft that brought the mys- 
teries into France, was feated. The following anecdote 
may guide the hiftorian in his refearches on that fubje^h. 

At the time when the brigands were put into requiii- 
tion, when the caftles of the Nobility were being confir- 
med by fire in the provinces, when the heads of the No- 
bility were being carried in triumph on pikes, the Abhi 
Royouy well known for his zeal againft the Sophifters, 
was obliged to Ay from Paris to elcape the fury of the 
Palais Royal mob. He had wandered for fame time from 
village to village, when he privately returned to Paris, 
and called upon me about four o'clock in the morning, 
Qn my queftioning him how he had patted his time du- 
ring his (light, <l I lived, (faid he) chiefly with the cu- 
€C rates, and was very well received by them, but could 
** not make any long ftay with them, left I fbouldexpofe 
•* them to fimilar danger with myfelf. I foon began to 
** fufpeft the latt curate with whom I took refuge when 

* I leave to Mr. Mallet du Pan himfelf, the talk of rev ealing 
vhat he heard in that club, and the horror he conceived pn the 
orcafion. He may alfo inform the reader with what indignation 
be received the invitation of the twenty-two to become a mem- 
ber of their club. But it was from the mouth of that juftly cele* 
brared author that 1 learned the anfwer which Syeyes made )& 
liis reproache.s. 



Digitized 



by Google 



HISTORICAL PART. 273 

a I few him receive a letter from Paris. He opened and 
** read it with fuch an air, that my fufpicions were great- 
ct \y increaftd. Strongly fufpecHng that I was the obje£fc 
u of this tetter, I watched the opportunity when he was 
a gone to the church, to enter his room, where I found 
* the epiftle couched in the following terms : Tour letter^ 
** my dear friend^ was read in prefence of the whole club* 
a They were furprized to find fo much philofophy in a vil- 
u lage curate. Be tranquil, my dear curate j we are 
u three hundred; we mark the heads and the fall \ only 
* c keep your people ready \ difpofe your pari jhioners to ex- 
<* ecute the orders^ and they Jhall he given to you in time. 
(Signed) w Djetrich, Secretary. 79 

To the many reflexions that muft naturally arife on 
the f eading of fuch a letter, I (hall only add, that the club 
to which thefe three hundred belonged had transferred 
the place of its fittings to the fuburbs of St. Honors, and 
th^t it aflembled there for a long time without being ob r 
ferved by the court; when a fcene of drunkennefs appri-* 
feil the king of the fate that awaited him. At the conclu- 
iion of one of thofe banquets f acred to fraternity, all the 
brethren made a pun&ure in their arm and received their 
^lood in their glaffes ; they then drank the toaft Death to 
iingSy and thus concluded the fraternal repaft. This an- 
ecdote will eafily fuggeft of what fpecies of men the legion 
of twelve hundred^ propofed by Jean de Brie to the * 
Convention, was to be compofed, who were to be dis- 
perfed over the whole globe to murder all the kings of 
the earth. 

Thus did the SecT:, under the name of Fraternity, by 
the frenzy of its Equality, by the very nature of its prin* 
piples, and by the horrid rites of its Lodges, fo degene- 
rate the hearts of its adepts, as to form (like the old man 
of the mountain) clubs of three hundred aflafilns at a 
time. Thus do the myfteries explain the ferocious joy of 
a Marat, of a St. Juft, of a Le Bon } of a Carrier, of a 
Collot D'Herbois, and the frill more ferocious ferenity of 
the Sophilters of the revolution in the midft of maffacres 
glid rivers of blood. 

But the vengeance of that God who has permitted fo 
heavy a fcourge to befall. France, now appears to have 
jtaken another turn. In that country the altar of Chrift 
js overturned, and the throne of its kings annihilated**-^ 

Mm 
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Thofe who had confpired againft the altar and ttoe throrw 
now confpire againft each other. The intruded clergjr, 
the Dcifts, and the Atheifts, butchered the Catholics.— 
The Intruders, the Deifts, and the Atheifts now begin to- 
cut each other's throats. The Conftitutionalifts drove- 
out the Royalifts > and are in, their turn put to flight by 
the Republicans. The Democrats of the Republic one 
and indivifible^ murder the Democrats of the federative 
Republic; the faction of the mountain^ guillotines the 
Girondin faclion, and then fplit into the faction of He- 
bert and Marat, of Danton and Chabot, ofCloots and 
Chaumette, and in fine into the faction- of Robefpierre, 
who devours them all, and is in his turn devoured by the 
fa&ion of Tallien and Freron. Briflbt and Genfonne, 
Gaudet and Fauchet, Rabaud and Barbaroux, with thirty 
more, are condemned to death by Fouquier Tinville,juiE 
as they had condemned their King ; Fouquier is himfelf 
fent to the fcaffold, juft as he had fent Briflbt and Co. 
Petion and Buzot perifh with hunger in the forefts, and 
are devoured by the wild beafts; Perrin dies in prifbn; 
Valaze and Labat flab themfelves ; Marat falls beneath 
the arm of Charlotte Corday ; Robefpierre dies on the 
fcafFold, and Syeyes alone furvives, becaufe the cup of 
vengeance is not yet exhausted on miferable France.— 
Pentarques (or the government of five), with a two-fold 
fenate, are now become a new curfe on this unhappy 
country. A Rewbel, Carnot, Barras, Le Tourneur, and 
a Reveilliere Lepaux, aifume the command of its armies, 
erive away its deputies equal and free, fulminate its Sec- 
tions, and rule it with a rod of iron. Every thing trem- 
bles before them : when they grow jealous of each other, 
they plot deftru&ion and drive each other into banifh- 
inent ; but new tyrants fucceed and unite together ; and 
at this prefent time the ruling Deities in France are ba- 
nifnment, ftupor, fear, and the Pentarques. Terror has" 
im poled filence throughout the Empire, and this vaft pri- 
fon contains twenty millions of flaves, all fkulking into 
obfcurity at the very name of a M -rlin or a Rewbel, or 
at the threat of a journey to Cayenne; fuch is the Ma- 
jejly of that people fo frequently declared Equal^ Free y 
and Sovereign. 
The Se& ']-j le rea( j er> perhaps, may think that in the midft of fuch 
P fots a* US mauT a cre S factions, tyrants, and terror, the Se<St muft have 
gainltPro- ^ ^ e thread of all its plots $ but it has never loft fighc 
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©F them For a moment The Pentarques are more than perty and 
ever ftimulated by it againft the Clergy and the Nobility; Society ; , 
*while the ultimate myfteries threaten the Pentarques 
themfelves. In vain flaall they attempt to preferve a fuf- 
ficiency of the Social Order to keep them in poffeffion of 
that authority which they have erected on the ruins of 
the throne. The Sedt has thus far proceeded fuccefsful- 
ly toward the accornplifhment of its myfteries •> but it will 
not ftop here; has it notfworn to annihilate Property as 
well as the throne ? During the firft affembly, did not 
thofe confpirators, now calling them/elves Gonjtitutional* 
ijls, annihilate the property of the clergy; and the next 
affembly that of the nobility, under the pretence of emi- 
gration, while thofe who remained in France were pilla- 
ged under pretence of confifcation ? Then come the adepts 
Bruiffart, Robefpierre^ and the two J u liens ; and they 
write that the favorable moment is now come to extir* 
pate the mercantile aristocracy, as well as that 
of the Nobles. In their fecret correfpondence, juft as 
Weifhaupt does in his myfteries, they declare that mer- 
thantifm (negotiantifm) mujl be crujhed. That zuherever 
a large number oj rich merchants were to be found, there 
were fur e to be found as many cheats, and Liberty could 
not eftablijh its empire there.* Accordingly, fpoliations 
and requifitions have robbed the merchants and citizens 
of their property, juft as the Clergy and Nobility had 
been robbed before them. But everi'this is not the ac- 
cornplifhment of the grand end, of the ultimate views of 
the Se&, againft all property, againft all fociffty whatever. 
Even under the iron reign of the Pentarques, let us attend 
to the addreffes publifhed by the adepts Drouet % Babceuf, 
and Langelot : 

■Extracl from the Addrefs to the French People y found in 
Babceuf's papers. # 

cc People of France, — During fifteeA centuries you 
cc lived in flavery, therefore unhappy, ft is icarceiy iix 
tt years fince you began to breathe in expectation of in- 
cc dependence^ of happinefs, and of Equality. At all times 
" and in all places men naye been lulled with line words; 
* never, and in no place, did they obtain the thm,^ with 
u the word. From time immemorial has it been hypo- 

* See Papers foand at Robefpierre's, and printed by order 
of the Convention, Nos. 43* 7J> *9> i©7> &c. 
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fc critically repeated, that men are equal ; and from time 
cc immemorial the mod monftrous inequality has info* 
c< lently preffed on mankind. Ever fine e the exiflence of 
tc Civil Societies, the fineft appendage of man has undoubt- 
" edly been recognized, but has never been once reali- 
" zed. Equality has never been any thing but a noble 
€i andflerile ficlion of the law* Now that it is called for 
u with a louder voice, they anfwer us, Wretches hold 
cc your peace ! Equality in deed is a mere chimera; be 
cc contented with a conditional equality. You are all equal 
cc before the law, ye rafcals ! What more do you want t 

« —What more do we want ! Ye Legiflators,ye Go- 

cc vernors, ye Rich, ye Proprietor s, now hearken in your 
" turn : 

" We are all equal. — That principle is incontestable. 
w - - - Very well! We mean in future to live and die as 
<c vte arc born. We will have real Equality, or death,— 
" That is what we want, and we will have that real equa- 
<c lity, cod what it will. Wo be to thofe whom we fhalt 
tc meet between it and us / Wo to the man who (ball 
" dare oppafe fo pofitive ^determination ! The French 

revolution is but the forerunner of a 'revolution greater 
<c h I ar an£ L muc h more folemn ; and which will be the 
"loft.--. 

" What do we afk more than the Equality of rights f 
cc Why, \ye will not only have that Equality tranferibed 
" in the declaration of the rights of man and of the citi— 
<c zen ; we will have it in the midft of us, under the roofs 
* c of our hotf^bs. We confent to every thing for the ac- 
<c quifition of rt r even to clear decks, that we may poffeft 
" it alone; Perifh the arts, if requifite, provided we do 
"but prefer ve real Equality ! 

" Legiflators and Governors* Proprietors, rich and 
cc boweUlefs, ir^vain do you attempt to paralizeour (acred 
cc enterprize, by # faying, we are only reproducing the A- 
" grarian law .Jiat has been fo often alked for before. 

" Calumniators ! hold your peace in your turn, and in 
cc the filence ofconfufion hearken to our pretenfions, dic- 
u tated by nature, and grounded on juftice. 

" J he Agrarian law, cr the equal partition of lands % 
lc was the momentary wifh of a few foldiers without prki- 
* c ciples, of a few clans actuated rather by inftin£t thari by 
a reafon. We aim at fomething far more fublbiie, Jar 
"more equitable; goods in common, or the com- 
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* MUNITY OF Estates ! No more individual propel 
<c ties in land) for the earth belongs to nobody. We demand 
a and will enjoy the goods of the earth in common. The 
"fruits belong to all. 

" Difappear now, ye difgujiing diftinclions of rich and 
€c poor j of higher and lower , of mafler and fervant, of 
cc GOVERNING and governed ! for no other difiinclion 
li Jhallexift among mankina\than thofe of age and sex."* 

The authors of this addrefs were certainly too hafty in 
their publication ; but every reader will fee that their lan- 
guage perfectly coincides with the Man-king of Illumin- 
ifm. France, it is true, was not yet fufficiently prepared 
for this laft plot; but it is neceflary fometimes to detach 
certain adepts to found the way, tho' afterwards the Sect 
fhould find it neceflary to difavow and facrifice its off- 
fpring. Though Baboeuf may have been facrificed to the 
myfteries, his accomplices ftill live; their legions impofed 
upon the judges and on the Pentarques themfelves, and 
they dared not condemn Drouet* Is it to be fuppofed, 
that after completely pillaging the Clergy and the Nobi* 
lity, after fuccefsfully defpoiling many merchants, trades- 
men, and citizens, in the fame manner a$ the Seel had 
pillaged the two firft Orders of the State, a fingle defeat 
fhould fuffice to check its views ? or can we fay, that it 
will not one day proclaim that Equality 7« deed which 
which (hall bani/h from the earth all thofe dijtinftions of 
rich and poor, of higher and lower, of ma ft er andfervant, 
and ultimately ^governing and governed \ 

Some perfons may flatter themfelves thmt our fciences againft: 
may protrafl the day of barbarifm, when men are to roam Arts and 
in clans without laws or magiftrates; but have we not Sciences - 
feen in the myfteries, that our fciences, in the eyes of the 
Sect, are no other than the prime caafe of our misfor- 
• tunes, of the alledged flavery of focict^ff And if facte 
did not fpeak clearly enough, if the jpionuments of art 
falling beneath the Wows of the JacQ^ins did not fuffi- 
ciently denote the veneration it bears to the productions 
of genius; if any apparent re{pe& fhould ftill be (hown 
to the fathers of letters, let not the reader conceive that 
the adepts have really bluihed at the iightof thefc modern 
vandals; Fire and fword have only haffcened thatprogrefs 



* See the Papers feised at Babceuf's. 
t See ihe Degree of Regent. 
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which they fo much extol; it was not Baboeuf alone that* 
would exclaim, Perijb the arts, if requifite, provided we 
do butpreferve real Equality ! The Jacobin Philofophifr, 
if fincere, will have no difficulty in faying what the legis- 
lators have fo often proclaimed from the tribune, " What 
need have wc of all your colleges* academies,and libraries ? 
Needs there fo much ftudy and fo many books for learn- 
ing the only true fcience ? Let the nations know the rights 
*fman> and they will know enough"* 

I know that a mufeum and a national inftitute are held 
out as objects of magnificence, in which the revolution 
would appear to infuie new vigor into the arts ana* fcien- 
ces ; but let the fage in the midft of this vaft mufeum re- 
flect for a moment. Thunderftruck at this immenfe aflem- 
blage of theft, pillage, and robbery erecled into trophies, 
will he not exclaim, Do thefe men then barefacedly feoff 
at every idea of property who thus difplay the fruits of 
their rapine and extortion ? After having pillaged and 
deftroyed every thing within their own country, they kt 
off to defpoil the neighboring States tranquilly repofing 
on the banks of the Scheldt, the Meufe, or the Tiber.—* 
They divide the gold they havcftolen among themfelves, 
and they exalt to public view what they have robbed for 
the State. Within this temple of the arts, therefore, the 
idea of property is as much blafted as within the Occult 
Lodges of thofe adepts who had fworn to annihilate the 
iocial compact. 

And what is this national Lyceum, where we find the 
Geometrician 4*a Place^ the Aftronomer La Lande, the 
Poetafter Chenier^ the Commentator of the Zodiac Z>«- 
puisj the Hiftorian of the mountains La Metherie, all con- 
fecrating their ftudiesand their fcience to prove that God 
does not exift ? Behold the Sect fmiling at their labors j 
for it is aware, that Atheifm will foon annihilate arts and 
fciences, as well ^s property and fociety. Little does it 
concern itfelf whether the greater part of the literati flop 

* I do not exa&ly remember the particular names ofthe De- 
puties who would hold forth fuch language at the tribune ; I 
can arhnn, however, that the fophifticated Legiflator Rabaud 
de St. EtUwne frequently held fuch language in company, 
which has more than once given rife to a good deal of debate. 
Once, in particular, he and, Mr. iDcJikt, a man of letters, al- 
mo't quarrelled on the fui^e&jjuid that was quite at the be* 
ginning ofthe Revolution. 
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(bort in the career of the myfteries ; for they are forward- 
ing the views of the Se& without knowing it, even where 
they have made their ftand. Its degrees are progreflive, 
and it well knows that the fophifticated and atheiftical 
Jacobin will beget the diforganizing Jacobin. In the 
Lyceum, or adhering to Babceuf and Drouet, it beholds 
its offspring laborious Atheifts profeffing its principles, 
and, in fliort, true Jacobins ; and though this name fhould 
for a time be rejedted with contempt, it will not forget 
that the principles, and not the name y conftitutes the dis- 
ciple. Some are difgufted with the firft confequences 
flowing from thefe principles, and they ftop; while others 
complacently proceed to the laft. The Se& will therefore 
fix the former in its firft degrees ; the latter are initiated 
in its ultimate myfteries j and whether its agents are lite- 
rati or brutes, it is of no confequence to the Se£t. In the 
French revolution it has always had the art to diftribute 
the different parts as it does its degrees, and to vary them 
without ever lofing fight of its ultimate objedt. 

In its attack upon God, we have feen its intruded Cler- Progress 
gy, its Delfts, and its Atheifts. The firft overturned the * io " obfer- 
altars of the Catholic religion; the fecond, of the Luthe- ™Ie m 
ran and Calvinift church, and of every religion adoring - acl d parts 
Chrift; and the third blafphemoufly proclaimed the non- a&ed ia 
exiftence of a God. therevo- 

In the attack on monarchy the Se& has had fuccefEve- hpdon* 
\y its Neckerijls, its Fayeti/is, its Conjlitutionalifts, its 
GirondinS) its Conventionifis. Herein it is that the rea- 
der may obferve the Se£t varying and gradually diftribu- 
ting its parts to wind up the horrid fcene to the bloody 
cataftrophe. Here we fee thofe different aftors faithfully 
fulfilling the parts that had been diftributed to them. — 
Syeyes pronounces that the tyrant fhali die : this tyrant 
is Lewis XVI. Necker feizes on him and, delivers him 
over to the legiflative confpirators of the third order ; La 
Fayette and Bailly, with the Conftituent AfTembly, leave 
him but the fijadow of a fceptre and his royal robes rent 
afunder. They then deliver him up, after having taught 
the people to drag him ignominioufly from Verfailles to 
the Town-hall of Paris, from Varennes to the Thuille- 
ries. The unfortunate monarch is now furrounded by 
banditti armed with pikes. Briffbt and his Girondins pro- 
ceed in that career begun by Necker and La Fayette^ and 
find that with a mere breath the throne can be overturned j 
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Lewis is then dragged from the Thuilleries to the Tow- 
ers of the Temple. Robefpierre, Petion, and Marat, are 
the next that feize on his royal perfon ; and from the Tem-r 
pie they hurry him to the fcaffold. In this long concate- 
nation of feditions, rebellions, and treafons, to the very 
contamination of the regicide, I fee various a&ors ; b\x% 
the guilt of all and each is equal. They are all agents in 
the confpiracy of Equality and Liberty; all proceed from 
the fame tenebrous recefles ; all are Jacobins. 

In the confpiracy againft property and all focietjr the 
fame gradation and principles are to be obferved ; and 
with a fimilar conftancy does the Se& tend toward the 
grand ultimatum, The Irreligious Sophiflers of every 
clafs defpoil the Clergy ; the Sophifters commoners plun- 
der the Nobility ; next comes the fophifticated banditti, 
who lay violent hands on the riches of the merchant or 
the wealth of the commoner. Meanwhile the conquer- 
ing Sophifters difplay the fpoils of foreign nations; and 
the atheiftical Sophifters at length break the laft tie of 
fociety. The former had only admitted one part of the 
myfteries ; the latter are willing to confummate them all. 
They will that property fball not exift, either in the 
church, the nobility, the commoner, or in any mor- 
tal whatever. In virtue of their Equality, the earth is to 
be the property of none, the produce the property of all, 
In virtue of their Liberty, Condorcet refufes to obey a 
God, Briflbt to recognize a king, and Babaeuf to fubmit 
to a republic, to magiftrates, or to any governing power* 
And whence do all thefe men come ? AM proceed from 
the Jacobin club; they are the offspring of Holbach's 
club, of the Mafonic Lodges, and of the Illuminizing 
Myfteries. Their natural parents are Voltaire, Jearj 
Jaques Roufleau, the Knights JCadofch^ and the Bavarian 
Spartacus* 

! Thus do we trace the difciples of the Seel: perpetually 
aiming at the accomplifliment of its myfteries ; whether 
in their crimes and fuccefs againft their God or againft 
their king, whether in their eflays againft republics or the 
laft veftiges of fociety; every ftep in the French revolur 
tion demonftrates the activity of its adepts, brigands of 
every degree, purfuing its ultimate views. Indeed it has 
not yet accompli&ed all its defigns ; and may God grant 
that they may be foiled in the attempt ! But let the mind 
pf man calculate, if it be able, the crimes committed by the 
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Se£t, and the difafters that have already befallen France; 
and when it (hall have fucceeded in this calculation, will 
it dare venture to explore thofe entailed on futurity ? Let 
the father of every family contemplate, and infcribe on the 
threfliold of his houfe, that threat of the adepts contained 
in the following fentence : The French Revolution is but 
the forerunner of a Revolution greater by far ^ and much 
more folemn. 

That nations may be awakened to their danger, let us 
fljow them that they are all without exception, menaced 
"with fimilar misfortunes to thofe that have befallen France. 
Such is their fate decreed by the Se£t in its Myfteriesj 
for their views are not confined to any particular people, 
but aim at all nations whatever. To fafts therefore, 1 
will once more appeal; and my reader (hall fee how per- 
fectly they coincide with the Code of the Se& on the ex- 
tent and universality of its confpiracjes, 

N n 
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Vniverfalify of the Suttefs of the Sett explaimi ly th* 
Univerfality of its Plots* 

Succefs f^\? ^ thc phoenomeiiA of the French Revolution,. 
of the Ja- \^J perhaps^ the moft aftonifhing, and, unfortunately 
cobins; the moft inconteftable* is, the rapidity of thofe conquefts 
that have already revolutionised a confidefable part of 
Europe, an J menace the remainder of the uniVerfe. No- 
thing can be more furpriiing than to fee the facility with 
which Jacob mi fin has erected its ftaridards, or planted 
the tree of Equality and diforganifcing Liberty in Savoy,. 
Belgium, Holland, on the Banks of the Rhine, in Swit- 
zerland, on the other fide of the Alps, in Piedmont, in 
the Milanois, and even at Rome. When I come to ex- 
plain thefe phcenomena, I {hall not allow myfeif to be car- 
ried away by fyftem or by prejudice. I will confefs, that 
genius, bravery and talents, have frequently wrefted the 
palm of victory. I candidly confefe y that many of their 
triumphs are due to men who by their courage and ta- 
lents were entitled to ferve a better caufe* I will not dis- 
pute their glory with themv let them entwine their lau- 
rels with the red cap j let their glory mingle with remorfe 
/at the fight of thofe vile Jacobins? and tyrannic Pentar- 
/ ques, in whofe defence they have rivalled their anceftors y 
itsfingu-' who fhone in the days of Henry IV. or Lewis XIV.— 
lariiy j Neverthelefs, in the career of their conquefts many points, 
and a lar^e (hare of then* fuccefles, are k> be attributed to 
other caufes than to their valor. We have feen chiefs 
deititute of experience or merit baffling the wifdom and 
talents of heroes confummate in the military art. We 
have feen the Carmagnole Bands, foldiers of a day, make 
their triumphant entry into wholes provinces, while all the 
difcipline of the combined legions of Auftria, Hungary, 
and PruiEa, could not impede their progrefs. The mili- 
tary fcience acquired by thofe veteran bands in camps and 
under the tuition of the greateft captains, appears to have 
been ufelefs. In fpite of the arts of a Cohorn or a Vau- 
ban, citadels have fallen at the fight of the new conquer- 
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#r$', and if a battle is fought, one only vi&ory, or even 
? defeat, will Require whole provinces to their new do- 
minion, thi^Fhutd havecoft long and painful cpmpaigns 
to a Marlborough or a Turenne. Another prodigy preffes 
on our notice* Thefe Jacobin conquerors are received 
J ike brethren by the vanquished ftatipn$,a&d their legions 
are fwoln in the very places* where thpfe of any other 
power would dwindle into nothing. They impofe the 
harfbeft of yokes on (heir new ftibje&s, are guiJty of eye* 
ry fpecies of extortion, deyaftation, and facrjiege, over- 
turning a& laws human and diyine, yet are neverthejefs 
received with as loud acclamations by the multitude, as 
if it was their Saviour that approached. Thefe certainly 
are phenomen^that the hiftorian would in vain attempt 
to illuftrate were he only acquainted with the yilible ar-p 
mies of the Sc&. To unhid thefe myfteriea, jet us bold* its general 
ly declare k- 9 the Sedjt and its plots, its legions of fecret caufe. 
ecniffaries, have every where p receded die armies and their 
thunderbolts of war. It had infefted ftates with its prin- 
ciples long before it fent either its Picbegru's or Buon^^ 
paru\$ to attack them. Its means once prepared, traitor* 
were to be found in the fortreffes to open the gates ; they 
were to be found in the armies, and in the councils of 
Princes, to render the plans of attack or defence abortive. 
Its fubterraneous Clubs, Lodges, Correfponding Socie- 
ties, Journals, and Propagandas, had already difpofed 
the populace ancrprepared the way. The day will come 
when nations fball have written the hiftory of this age, 
Does it not already appear, that each of them will have 
to dedicate many pages of that hiftory to unfold the trea- . 
fens of which it has fallen a victim, to enumerate the 
traitors that it has been obliged to punifh, or to defcribe 
the means employed to avert the threatening ftorm. lu 
order to point out the main-fpring of all thefe machina- 
tions, I fhall turn back to thofe days when the French 
Revolution was firft rtfing into exiftence. 

The adepts of revolutionary Equality and Liberty had Manifes- 
buried themfelves in the Lodges of fyjafonry. At the l0 of the 
commencement of the Revolution a manifefto is iffued Q? nc [ r 
to all the Mafonic Lodge s 9 and to all the Dire Tories (who f>^\ 
are to make the proper ufe of it among all the brethren 
of Europe J, by the central Lodge of France, the Grand 
Orient of Paris, the fecond Areopage of Illuminifm. By 
this manifefto, and in virtue of fraternity, w all the Lodges 
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K arfc futfimoned to confederate fogetf^i to unite theif 
" efforts to maintain the revolution* tt> era over to it, irt 
c< all parts, friends, partissansj and protectSm to propa* 
cc gate the flame, to vivify the fpirit, to excite zeal and 
a ardor for it, in every ft ate, anu by every means in their 
<c power" This is an indifputable fa& \ it was fent even 
into England, where the Lodges were leaft difpofed to 
fecond it. It was difperfed throughout the Lodges in 
Germany, and Jofeph II. got pofleflion of one iigned 
Philip of Orleans.* 
Its effeft, Never did any government publifh an edift fo effica- 
and union cious. Immediately all \he adepts irt their public prints 
*^!? e w"* ^g* 11 to cr y U P c ^ e revolutipn and its principles. In Hoi* 
Icri? ,and Paulus pubKOies his Treatife on Equality; Paine y 

in England, his Rights of Man ; Campe y in Germany, 
his French Citizen; and Phib-Kniggk even outdoes 
himfelf in his Profejfton of Political Faith.f In Italy 
Gorani appears ; in ihort, every nation has its apoftle of 
Equality, Liberty, and Sovereignty of the People. Thefe 
incendiary productions, with thoufands of others, are dis- 
tributed among the people, and are even thrown by ileal th 
in*> the cottages. Thefe Were but the general means of 
the Sect. Men who defpife the powers of opinion, or of 
public error, may fmile at fuch revolutionary means ; but 
great 5 confpirators knew too well how to appreciate them. 
The title of French Citizen now becomes their fols title 
of Nobility, and Campe, Paine, and Cramer, with many 
others who diftinguilhed themfelves by their incendiary 
writings, are thus rewarded for their viilany* Obfcure 
• writers, but fanatic Illuminees, are called from the bot- 
tom of Germany, fuch as Nimis, Dorfch, Blau, to com- 
pile in Paris periodical papers, that are to fpread the re* 
volutionary enthufiafm beyond the Rhine. They are 
furrounded by a Leuchfenringy a. Rebbmann, a Hoff- 
man, with many other adepts, who flocked to contrive 
the treafons that were to extend their conquefts in thofe 

* See Hoffman's Avis Important, Vol. I. Seel. XIX. 

f This work alone might fuffice to prove, that if Phifo- 
Knigge did really abandon the Order of the Illuminees, he con- 
tinued at Sealt to propagate their principles. Should the reader 
Willi for a more linking proof, he will find it in the hiftorical 
Eulotfium upon him, written by the Jacobin George Frederic 
Rebbmann ^who alfo wrote the Eulogy of Robefpierre. (See bU 
§cbildvacbte % Vol. I. Art. Knigge, and J}*&HCE,page Bg.J 
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countries where the other adepts were preparing the opin- 
ions. So well did they know the importance of being ~~ 
matters of the public opinion, that to conquer it by means 
of their Propagandises, Journalifts, and other writers, they 
fpent no lefs than thirty millions of Livres during the 
firlt year of their incurfions and during 1797; they la- 
vifhed twenty -one millions for the fame purpoie.* 

Let us then follow the army, and combine its marches Plot*? that 
with the progrefs of the Seel: and the motions of its apos* prepare 
ties. Lat us follow them into Germany, into Belgium, tbefuccefs 
Holland, Spain, in fhort, wherever its arms have triumph- °* * eir 
ed; and w§ fhalW then fee whether the revolution does Germany, 
not owe the progrefs of its arms as much to the occult 
adepts, as to %ie courage of its victorious bands. 

Of all the French Generals no one, perhaps, was more 
inflated with his fuccefTes than Cuftine; and certainly 
he had little reafon to expect them, as he was deftitute 
of thofe talents and that intrepidity which denotes the 
great General. Neverthelefs, Europe witri aitonifhment 
beheld him in one campaign making himfelf mafrer of 
Worms, Spire, and even Mayence. But when Europe 
fhall know how thefe conqueits were prepared, its aftert* 
iftiment will fubfide, and its indignation will arife againft 
the treacherous offspring of Spartacus-W&ttxauot. 

Condorcet, Bonneville, and Fauchet, had marked out 
each department of correfpendence for their propagan* 
difts. Strafbourg was the center, or directory for the 
union and communication between the German and 
French adepts. The Chiefs of Ilium inized Lodges, 
Stamm and Hyeropbiles^HER mann ; who, together 
with the llluminee Dietrich, has juftly obtained the 
furname of the Guillotiner of Alface, had diftinguifhed 
thcmfelves in that province and at Strafbourg. Beyond 
the French frontiers the correfponding adepts for Worms 
and #pireare the Calvinift minifter Endeman, the Syn- 
dic Belifar jus-Peterson, the Canon Cyril (of Alexan~ 
t dria) Schweic^ard, Zeno (o/Tbarfes) K6bler,Lw- 
tius Jpuleius- J ak$qk> Firgilihs-HvLLEH, the Canon 



* With refpeel to the 30,000,000 fee Dumourier' s Memoirs, 
and for the ar,oco,ooo, that are included in the accounts of 
this year, the ufe to which they were put, was betrayed by 
one of thofe deputies whora the Pentarques wiflied to bamfh 
to Cayenne. 
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Wincklemann, and particularly the profeflbr Bob- 
mbr at Worms. Thefe adepts are in clofe connexion 
with the club at Mayence, beaded by a man on whom 
the defence of the town was chiefly to depend, the Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel of Engineers Eickenmayer, together 
with Metternich,Benzel, Kojlborn, Vedekjno 
Blau, Hauser, Forster,Haupt, and Nimis. It is 
with regret that I fully the page of hiftory with fuch names; 
but ptoofs are neceflary, and perhaps no one more appo- 
lite can be adduced, than to ihow that the very names of 
the.vileft traitors are known.* 

Long before this had all thefe adepts been occupied 
with the plan of delivering up the left bank of the Rhine 
and the fortrefs of Mayence to the jacofcnsj they had 
been difpofing the minds of the inhabitants of the towns 
and country towards the revolution by the encomiums 
which they were continually pronouncing on it. No fooner 
does Cuftine take the field, than his Aid-de-Camp, fince 
become his hiftorian, defcribes him as placing all the confi- 
dence in Stamm^tho. famous adept of Strafbourg, Soon af*- 
ter a deputation of the principal Uluminees invite Cuftin* 
to enhance into the country^ and affure him that by io do- 
ing be will meet the wi/hes of the majority of the inhabit- 
ants. Theyadded,that^wWA^ be uneafy as to the means of 
furmounting certain apparent dijficulties y thcy could ajjure 
bim, that they and their friends had power enough to en* 
gage to remove them all\ that they tuere the organs of a 
numerous fociety entirely devoted to him y and actuated by 
the great eft %eal for his fuccefs.f At the head of this 
deputation is the adept B6hmer\ and, together with Stamm, 
he is entrufted with the whole confidence of the Gene- 
ral. Thefe adepts, in conjunction with the fubordinate 
deputies, now take the whole direction of the jacobin ar- 
my > they lead it into Worms, and propofe next to carry 
it againft Mayence, Cuftine is in a tremor at the idea of 
fuch an enterprise 5 the adepts infift, and he at length re- 
folves to let his army proceed againit this bulwark of the 
empire. But at the very fight of its ramparts his fears 
feize him again; the brethren footh him, aad didtate the 
fummons that he is to fend General Gimnicb. The an- 
fwer he receives makes him prepare for his retreat even 

* See Hoffman Avis Important, Se<5h XV. <- ; 

f Cuftioc's Memoirg, Vol. I. Page 46, 47* 
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before lie had thought of an attack, when* lo f during the 
night a letter from the brethren in Mayence to the adept 
Bohmer transforms his fears into hopes of fuccefs. This 
letter ftated, that the friend who enjoyed all the confi- 
dence of the commander was determined to employ all his 
influence* to perfuade him of the impojfibility of defending 
the place j that the brethren had fo worked upon the in* 
habitants, that it would only need to add a few mors 
threats in the next fummons that was made. Faithful to 
his inftru&ions, Cuftine affumes the tone of a conquer- 
or, who has prepared a general affault, and is on the eve 
of delivering Mayence over to pillage and all the fu-* 
ty of the foldiery in cafe of refiftance* The illuminized 
friend, or the Lieutenant-»Colonel of Engineers Eicken- 
mayer, who enjoyed the whole confidence of the Com-* 
mander, and the Baron Stein, the Pruffian Envoy, join ! 

in their efforts to prove to the Council of War that it i 

was impoffible to defend the place (and this againft ait I 

enemy who had not the means to attack it^and who was ! 

actually determined to take to flight fhould he meet with 
refittance). The other brethren fpread the alarm among 
the inhabitants. The brave Au&ujar and his eleven 
hundred Auftrians are indignant, but in vain ; the capi^ 
tulation is figned, and Cuftine, with an army of 18,000 
men, deftitute of heavy artillery, trembling left he ftiould 
not be able to make his retreat with fufficient fpeed ftiould 
he but meet with refiftance, obtains poffeffion, within 
the fpace of three days, and without firing a fhot,of thofe 
very ramparts that had ftruck him with fo much terror. 
In fuch a manner are towns taken in which the Se& pre* 
dominates.* 

Let the hiftorian follow Cuftine and his fucceflbrs to 
Frankfort, and he will find in the neighborhood of that 
town a principality of Ifenbourg 5 he will there learn how 
the Se& can protect its adepts. Every part around this 
fmall principality had been ravaged; but this little town 
was the feat of the Council for the Illuminees, where 
Pitfch prefided. It was from this place that all the ne- 
ceiiary inftru&ions were fent for the jacobin army, which 
in return revered the fan&uary of Ifenbourg, and even 
the lure of pillage could not attracT: the foldiery. But 

* Ibid. Vol. I. Page 9* , and Defodoard's Hiftory of the 
French Revolution, Vol. I. Book II. No. 34* 
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when Pitfch and his council difappear, the charm ceafes, 
and the fertile plains of Ifenbourg are ravaged.* 

The armies are overthrown and driven from May- 
ence ; but the union of the brotherhood does not fufier, 
and the Se& prepares new means of fuccefs for the revo- 
lutionary army. Some of thefe confpiring adepts difap- 
pear for a time, and then return to Mayence, while others 
are received in Paris, there, in conjuii&ion with the Pen- 
tarques, to devife new means for retaking that town, 
which now appears to bid defiance to all the Cuftines of 
the revolution; and foon after Europe, with aftonifh-. 
ment, learns that Mayence with the whole left bank of 
the Rhine is once more fubje&ed to the revolutionary 
power. At firft it is the Cis-Rhenane Republic, then it 
becomes the fimple department of the Parifian Republic. 
But the adepts are to be recompenfed for having effe&ed 
by their black arts of Ilium inifm, that which the Pen- 
tarques muft have defpaired of, notwithftanding the bra- 
very of their troops. The profeffor Metternich had been 
employed as Directorial Cotnmiflary at Fribourg. Hoff- 
man is now inftalled Receiver General on the Rhine, 
ivith a falary of fifty thoufand livres. Rebbmann^ the pa- 
negyrift of Robefpierre, is created head of the Cis-Rhe- 
pane judicature. We next find acting in concert with 
the above-mentioned, the Privy Counfellor to the Elec- 
tor of Cologn Kempis, and his co-illuminees the Profes-r 
for Gerhard; the Advocate JVatterjal, and the Artift 
Conrad-, and that my reader may know by what men re- 
volutions may be brought about, I will name the taylor 
firizen, the cobler Thetjfen^ the grocer Flugel^ the hair-r- 
dreffer Broches^ and the alehoufe- keeper RJhodius.-\ 

Other plots of the Seel will bring us back to Germa- 
ny again \ but in the mean time Dumourier triumphs 
over the ftationary hero of Verdun, and flies to take pos- 
feflion of Belgium, Let eternal darknefs hover round 
the machinations that gave this General more time to 
collect his fcattered troops than was fuijeient for a victo- 
rious army to proceed to Paris, and deliver the unfortu* 
nate Lewis, Let no reader pretend to aifociate the reign- 
ing Duke of Brunfwick with the brotherhood of the mo» 



* Appendix to the Ultimate Fate of Mafonry, Page 17, and 
Jlsmoirs. 

f Memoirs on Mayence. 
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dern Spdrtacus. I have pofitive proof that he detefts 
them ; I alfo know, that Frederic William III. has given 
various proofs, notwithftanding he may have been play- 
ed upon by another fpecies of Illuminees, that he ha- 
ted and abhorred the diforganizing jacobins. But his 
councils are under the direction of other councils. Bis~ 
ehofswerder was at Berlin 5 Luchejini held correfpbnd- 
ences j the adepts are in the Dicajleres (the Offices.) — . 
Their influence is moft formidable, and the SecT: has al- 
ready declared, that it will be farjironger when once in 
pojfeffion of the Offices and Councils under the Prince^ 
than if they had initiated the Prince himfelf The dav 
may come that will explain the enigma of this famous * 

retreat made at the time when all Europe was at the 
height of expectation, and daily awaited the laft accounts 
of its triumphs; meanwhile I ftiall proceed to unfold 
myfteries that, hitherto unknown, have led us to view 
Dumourier as conquering Belgium in the fields of Je- 
mappe. Here at leaft the laurels are to be divided, for 
the confpiring Se6t has borne a larger (hare in this cc5n-» 
queft than his armies j and it was in London, rather 
than at Jemappe, that the Auftrian Netherlands were 
conquered. 

The Seft had its Lodges in Brabant, and Vandernoot 
had brought over his party to them. He knew that the 
brethren fought to reprefent the French revolution it* 
fuch colors as to make the people eager in its caufe j he 
was alfo acquainted with thofe Lodges that had addreffed ' 

the National Affembly, humbly petitioning for their re- 
volutionary Equality and Liberty. Vandernoot was then 
in London, under the name of Gobelfcroix, An emiffary 
from the Parifian club, he was profecuting his plots, to- 
gether with Cbauvelin, Perigord D* Autun-> Noel^ Bomet y 
and eight other adepts, fent to fpread the revolutionary 
principles in England. Vandernoot entrufted himfelf to 
perfons with whofe principles he was not fufficiently ac- 
quainted ; but they knew him well ; he betrayed his fe- 
cret, and thus the whole myftery is come to light. Dur- 
ing the difputes, and even warfare, carried on between 
the Belgians and Jofeph II, the greater part of them 
certainly had not the moft diftant idea of fubjecYwg their 
country to the revolutionary principles of the Jacobins ; 
but the Seel: had its partizans, and thefe adepts left no 
means untried to perfuade the people that the fole refource 
O o 
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for recovering their liberty was to unite with the French* 

" I was well acquainted with thefe plans (faid Vander- 

" noot to his confidant) ; no fooner were we informed of 

" what had pafied between the Duke of Brunfwick and 

" Dumourier, than we immediately wrote to Paris and 

" to the army. The meffenger brought us back the plan 

41 of the campaign, and a copy of the manifefto that Du-* 

w mourier was to publiih on his entry into the Low 

u Countries. I faw that the plan had been exaftly copi- 

<£ ed from that followed by Cuftine in his extortions in 

" Germany. I forefaw that fuch a plan would appal all 

" the efforts of our people, and would only ferve to league 

" the inhabitants againft the French, whereas if they 

" would but follow my ideas, derived from the know* 

" ied:\e I had of that people, and of their difpofitions, I 

" would anfwer for their feconding the French invafion, 

" and that it would infallibly turn out fuccefsful. At the 

" requeft of Chauvdin and Noel, I drew up the plan to 

" be followed, and wrote the manifefto that was to be 

" published, framing it according to the local knowledge 

u and experience I had acquired j and the whole was im- 

" mediately lent off to Paris. They were both adopted 

" on the fpot. Dumourier did not change a fyllable ot 

cc the manifefto that I had written in Portman Square* , 

cc The people, gained over by our agents, and by this 

cc manifefto, threw themfelves into our arms, and Flanders 

44 was taken." 

No reader can expect that I fhould name the perfons 
to whom Vandernoot had thus opened his plans ; of this 
much, however, I can aflure the public, that the whole 
was laid before the miniftry y who for a time ftiftered No- 
el, Vandernoot, and their accomplices to remain in Lon- 
don, but keeping a clofe watch over them until they were 
fent elfewhere to confpire and profecute their vile machi- 
nations, againft nations that they dared not meet in the 
open field. 
In Hoi- Next to the concmeft of Belgium came that of Hol- 

land, land j and with equal aftonifhment has Europe feen the 

formidable bulwarks of that republic falling at the ap- 
proach of the Jacobin armies. Here again we muft re- 
iui t for the caufe to the dark recefles of the Se<Sh The 
apoltles of llluminifm had been laboring in Holland ever 
Jince the year 178 1.* The immenfe fums of money 

* Original Writings, and Philo's Report. 
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drawn from thofe countries were not the only fuccefles 
of the Se£h The Stockholder had already learned, to his 
Coft, how much they could envenom fa&ion and fedition ; 
the French revolution then game to raife their expedi- 
tions and ftimulate their labors. The Low Countries 
had for a fecond time received their Jacobin conquerors. 
The Englifh army fell back to the frontiers of its an- 
cient ally to vindicate its liberties from the attempts of 
the enemy. Its efforts, however, are ufelefs, for Holland 
no longer wills the liberty of the true patriot, it wills that 
of the Jacobin. Its wifhes {hall foon be complied with; 
the brethren of Paris (hall di&ate the law in Amfterdam, 
and fhall feize on its riches ; the commerce of Holland 
ihall be annihilated ; its colonies wrefted from it ; and 
foon ihall it rank among the powers of Europe, only as 
the firft flave of the Gallic Pentarques. No matter. Let 
Pichegru approach, for he is the objecT: of their wifhes ; 
and the defenders of their true liberty may feek their fafe- # 
ty in retreat; for the countries they wiihto defend are 
replete with plots againft them and confpiracies in favor 
of the revolution. In Amfterdam alone the Se£t has no 
lefs than forty clubs, and each club has the direction of two 
hundred revolutionifts. The ele£t of thefe clubs form 
two committees, the central and the correfponding com- 
mittees; and this latter holds correfpondence with bre- 
thren both within and without the territories of the re- 
public. Thefe are fubjecl to a fupreme council, the true 
Areopagites, whole refolves are tranfmitted to the difpers- 
ed brethren. Perfons who watched over the public wel- 
fare haye acted the parts of aflociates in hopes of diving 
into the myfteries; but the fcrutatois at Amfterdam were 
as crafty as thofe of Munich, and thefe adepts could nev- 
er penetrate beyond the firft myfteries, while other clubs 
were compofed of men well known by the Se& to be the 
firmeft advocates for Jacobin Equality and Liberty. 

Deputies from Leyden are delegated to the central 
committee; and the brotherhood at Leyden had made a 
greater progrefs in proportion, both in numbers and fe- 
dition, jthan it had at Amfterdam. The adepts of 17- 
trecht were ftil! more ardent revolutionifts than either. 
The vigilance of government, and the neighborhood of 
the armies, bad put them to flight; the chiefs, however, 
affembled together in country-houies, and their delibera- 
tions were tranfmitted to the Areopage at Amft*rdam.— • 
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Rotterdam appeared to be neuter; but it held a neutral* 
ity that only waited the propitious moment for declaring 
in favor of Jacobinifm. The minifter and adept Mareux 
had made the conqueft of three fourths of the inhabitants 
of Naarden. The commiffary Aiglam would have been 
reftlefs had he known of a fingle inhabitant of Haarlem 
that was not devoted to the adepts of Amfterdam.* 

The better to conduct the proceedings of the fa&ion> 
the French convention had fent a fecret agent of the name 
of Malabar to refide at Amfterdam ; he had two aco- 
lytes, called VArcbeveque and Aiglam. At once enjoy- 
ing the confidence of Pichegru (then advancing with his 
vidtorious army) and of the rebels in the interior, Mala- 
bar never apppeared but at the meetings of the Areopa- 
gites, where he di&ated the refolves. V Archeveque and 
Frefine were employed in carrying on the correfpondence 
with Pichegru. In Amfterdam and Haarlem, Aiglam was 
• infpe&or-general of the fubterraneous arfenals whither 
the brethren were to flock for arms on the fignal given. 
' — Should they ftand in need of the protection of the ma- 
giftracy, the adept Dedelle was burgo-mafter. If funds 
were wanting, the counting-houfes of lexier y Coudere, 
and Rottereau, are open to them, befides the treafures of 
the Jew Sportas, a moft vehement revolutionift. Among 
. the clubilts the adepts Gulcher and Lapeau diftinguifi 
themfelves, as do Latour and Periffe among their ar- 
mourers. Next in queft of enthufiafts who (hall declaim 
to the populace, we meet the adepts Termacbe, Lekain % 
Milliner, Schneider, and many others. On their general 
roll-call they count 40,000 men ready to march out to 
meet the advancing Jacobins, or to charge in the rear the 
armies of the allies, and thofe legions that might ftill re- 
-main faithful to their duty. Nothing now was wanting 
but a general capable of direfting their march j and Eu~ 
Jlace was fent from Paris- — On a fudden the vigilance of 
the Engliih minifter and of the Duke of York feemed to 
have counteracted this confpiracy, that had been fo well 
concerted ; and the government was informed of the whole 
plot. Malabar, the hero of the myfteries, La T$ur, Fre- 
fine, and about thirty more confpirators, were arretted; 
even Eu/lace^ was among the prifoners, and all true citi- 

* Extract of a Secret Memorial, written a few months be- 
fore the invalion of Holland. 
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eens thought themfclves delivered from the Jacobin 
fcourge. Proclamations were iflued, forbidding any meet- 
ings of clubs under any pretext whatever > but, in defi- 
ance of the magistrates, the clubifts publifh a counter- 
proclamation, inviting the brethren to take arms and 
rather to die than abandon their clubs. In vain does the 
Englilh general demand that thefe perfons ihould be de- 
livered up to him, that he might fecure their perfons ; the 
Sec"t even fucceeded in getting the American minifter to 
reclaim Euftace, under pretence that he was a fubjecl: of 
the United States. The others are brought to trial, and 
are condemned to be exiled into thofe very towns by 
which the Jacobin army was to enter the republic, and 
Willemftadt, Breda, Berzenopzoom, Nimeguen, Gor- 
cum, Utrecht, and Amiterdam, fall, juft as Mayence had 
done before them. Moft certainly, had Pichegru no other 
claims to military glory than this conquelt, he might, 
with Dumourier and Cuftine, write, c / c ame y I faw y 
and I conquered \ but it was becaufe,in place of enemies 
to combat, I found none but adepts to embrace.'* 

Means of another fpecies will explain the triumphs of Iq Spain* 
the Se£fc in Spain. The brave Ricardo had reftored 
the Caftilians to their ancient valor 5 he had threatened 
to retaliate on the captive Jacobins, for the cruelties ex- 
ercifed on the French emigrants that fell into their hands. 
The Aqua Tophana immediately liberates the Sect from 
fo fierce an enemy ; he dies by poifon. The bulwarks of 
Spain fall like thofe of Holland at the approach of the 
legions of Equality and Liberty. Reddeleon fells the 
fortrefs of Figueras for a million of livres. He values his 
treafon too highly, and going to Paris he receives his mil- 
lion in affignats, then only worth 48,000 livres. He 
complains, and in compenfation is fent to the guillotine, 
for the Se& need not buy traitors at fo exorbitant a 
price. His treachery, however, left Spain at the discretion 
of the Jacobins. That unhappy country fought to buy 
peace, and for a time it is fuffered to enjoy a truce; but 
every thing feems to denote, that the brethren have made 
a funicient progrefs to leave the ta(k of eftablifliing the 
reign of Equality and Liberty to the adepts of the inte- 
rior, without refbrting to arms. 

la Portugal the adepts dare not as yet throw off the Tn Portu- 
gal. 

* Extract of a Secret Memorial. 
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inafk > but at fomc future day the Court may judge prop-* 
er to publifh the correfpondence found among the pa* 
pers of the Brabanter Segre. This propagandift had 
been thrown into the prifons of Lifbon. The brethren 
had not forgotten the doctrine of the patet exitus ; they 
fend a mattrefs to the prifoner, and a razor is concealed 
within it. The wretched Segre underftands the meaning 
of the Se£t, and the next morning is found weltering in 
bis blood on this very mattrefs. 

It tranfpired, however, that the confpiracy in which he 
had engaged aimed at nothing lefs than the definition of 
the royal family, and the total overthrow of the ftate. It 
was further aliened that a correipondence between him 
and the Prince of Peace was found among his papers, 
and that the Spanifh minifter, informed of his arreft im- 
mediately claimed it; but the court of Portugal returned 
for anfwer, " That fince God had in his goodnefs pre- 
fer ved the ftate from the greateft misfortune with which 
it had ever been threatened, her Moft Faithful Majefty 
would only treat of this bufinefs with his Catholic Ma- 
jefty himfeif." But even fhould this fact be well authen- 
ticated, are we not fuiHciently aware of the intrigues of 
the Sect? Does it not frequently procure fecret commis- 
fions from minifters,and then, under pretence of tranfaft- 
ing the bufinefs of that ftate, profecute the moft villanous 
plots ? It is fufficient for us to have (hewn the Se£l con- 
fpiring in Portugal ; the public papers defcribe it as con- 
fpiring in like manner at Turin and at Naples. 
AtNaples. Here again the fscrecy of courts has debarred us from 
the details. At Naples atteftations v/ere taken refpe&ing 
the guilty, and the proofs were acquired. By the orders 
of his Majefty, all the documents relating to the confpira- 
cy had been collected and compiled by a magiftrate of great 
merit and known integrity, Mr. Rey, the fame perfon 
whom Lewis XVI. had intended for minifter of the po-r 
lice of Paris. From thefe it appeared, that many noble- 
men had been led to join in a confpiracy againft the royal 
family, while the occult adepts of this confpiracy were to 
make away with thefe fame noblemen, immediately after 
the deftruction of the royal family. The King and the 
Q^jen of Naplei both chofe to inow their clemency to 
the chief confpirators, and rather let them preferve life in 
confinement, than fend them to the fcaffbld which mult 
have been the inevitable confequence of a public trial.—* 
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The policy that has buried in darknefs the details of this 
confpiracy, has not, however, deprived us of this proof of 
the univerfality of the confpiracies of the Seel:. » 

In purfuit of its plans, the Sect marches triumphantly j n a Jl y t a- 
to Milan, Venice and Rome. Its armies entered Italy Jy, and in 
with Buonaparte, even more deftitute of every thing that the armies 
canenfure victory, than thole which had^entered Germa- °* P aaC€S% 
ny under the command of Cuftine. But numerous le- 
gions flocked to their ftandards; and the banks of the Po, 
if we except Mantua, are as well prepared for the revo- 
lution as were thofe of \ the RJiine. This will ceafe to be 
a matter of of furprife to thofe who will reflect that Wei- 
fliaupt had fent his apoftles thither, and that Knigge ami 
Zimmerman had long fince boafted of the progrefs of 
the illuininizing recruiters in thofe parts. If we turn 
back to their reports, we (hall find that the Mafonic 
Lodges had, like thofe of Germany, been initiated into 
the laft myfteries; and the triumphs of Buonaparte will 
be found to be not more aftoniihing than thofe of Cus- 
tine. Were it neceflary to explain how the valor of the 
Archduke Charles, or of the veteran bands of Auftria, 
was rendered fruitlefs when in pretence of the Jacobin 
troops; whence it arofe that the faftneffes of countries 
could fcarcely ferve the wifdom of a prince fo worthy of 
being the leader of heroes; it would not be fufficient to 
fay, that the adjutant-general Fifoer was accufed of hav- 
ing received one thoufand pounds a month from the Pen- 
tarques; or, that, to ftifle all profecution, and baffle any 
attempt that might be made to induce him to difcover the 
number or quality of his accomplices, he had recourfe to 
that grand means of Illuminifm the Patet exitus y and 
poifoned himfclf. No; the reader mull reflect, that the 
St£t had long fince been educating its adepts for the ar- 
mies, procuring pofleflion of the Dicajhres^ and thus 
preparing for a future day, when they forefaw that trea- 
chery and cowardice would ferve them in the armies of 
princes.* 

* Juft as tliig (heet was going to the prefs a publication, en- 
titled, Let Nouveaux Interets de V Europe, fell into my hands, 
and the following pafTage appeared to me fo very applicable to 
our fubjecl, that I have extracted it: " The Emperor has been 
" blamed for figning the preliminaries of Leoben, on the 1 8 th 
•• of April, 1798. This certainly appears to have been done 
V precipitately: but are thofe who blame him acquainted with 
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At Rome* Need we explain why the revolutionary legions pro- 
ceeded to Rome? Certainly but little refiftance could be 
made there. An aged pontiff railing up his hands to hea- 
ven, offering up his prayers for the peace and welfare of 
the faithful, makes every facrifice that of his faith except- 
ed, in hopes of mollifying the obdurate hearts of thofe bar- 
barians. Buonaparte, no ftranger to his virtues feigns a 
veneration for them. But Pius VI. is the chief of that 
religion of Chrift which the Se£ has fworn to crufli, and 
Rome is the centre of it.* From the very firft moment 

" the rcafons that induced him to take that ftep? The Empe- 
•' ror had been informed by /;// Brother, the Archduke Charles* 
€t of the had difpofttim of a great part of the officers of his ar- 
" my of Italy. He knew that both at Verona and Padua they 
*' affecled to imitate the French in their diJcourfe 9 manners, 
u and fent'tments ; itfeemed as if they needed hut the tri -colour* 
cc ed cockade to make the femblance complete. He ivas aware 
" that they fled in the mojl critical moment of an aclion; fothat % 
4i infpite of excellent genera's, of a nueli appointed flaff, and of 
*' the bravejl men, he *was alnvays obliged to retire. He may, 
*' perhaps, have conceived that he was betrayed by thefe fame 
*' officers* foritis well known, that Buonaparte, in an unguard- 
V ed moment, declared, that the Aujlrian army cqfi him fnore 
" than his own" Trans. 

* When the Author published his Firft Volume, or Ami* 
chrrftian Conspiracy, in the beginning of 1797, a °d pofitively 
declared, " the total overthrow of Chriflianiiy to be the object 
•* of the Seel/' his affertion was much cavilled at by thofe who 
were eager that this nation mould not give credit to an author 
who was about to lay open the tenebrous ramifications of this 
imiverfal confpiracv ; others again were made to believe, that 
the Seel only aimed at reforming what they chofe to ftyle the 
errors of the Church of Rome. I here call my reader's atten- 
tion to ao event that has juft taken place, and he may then judge 
whether the author was correct when he faidj that the total 
overthrow of Chrifiianity was the object of the Seel. In the 
Propagateur, 6 Brwnaire, Tear 7 (or 15th October 1798), we 
read, *' The following is the diftribution of the edifices. (of 
" worlhip) for the ufe of the citizens of Paris, as determined 
" by the central adminiftration of the Seine." Paris is divided 
into twelve Wards, in lieu of parifhes, each having the follow- 
ing churches annexed to them, and which are in future to be 
called Temples : " Ift. Ward— The church of St. Philip du 
*' Roule confecrated to Concord. II. The church of St. Roche 
" to Genius. III. St. Euftache to Agriculture. IV. St. Germain 
" L'Auxerrois to Gratitude. V. St. Lawrance /* Old Age. 
4i VI. St. Nicholas in the Fields to Hymen. VII. St. Merry to 
*' Commerce. VIII. Sr. Margaret to Kouality ^//Liberty. 
t% IX. St. Gervais to Touth. X. St. Thomas of Aquin a* f« 
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#f the revolution the adepts had made no fecret of their ha* 
tred againft Rome and its pontiff. I was prefent wheit 
Cerrutti infolently accofted the Secretary of the Nunci© at 
Paris, faying with a fneer, « Take good care of your 
<c Pope; take good care of this one, and embalm him af- 
* c ter his death; for I tell you, and you maybe certain of 
<c the fact, that you will never have another." This pre- 
tender to prophecy little thought that he would be the 
firft of the two to appear before the tribunal of that God 
who had promifed that the gates of hell fhould never pre- 
vail ajiainft his church. But the Knights- Kadofi h, who 
had fworn the death of Kings and of the chief Pontiffs, 
ftill furvivedj as' alfo that multitude of adepts who had 
long fince been fnoothi ng the way for the legions of im- 
piety. Long fince had Rome been the object of their 
conspiracies ; adepts of every fpedes flock thither ; and, 
in fpite of every authority, the pupils of Caglioftro open 
their Mafonic Lodges in that capital. The Uluminees 
of Sweden, Avignon, and Lyons, there unite in the raoft 
fecret and ^oft monftrous of Lodges, and form the molt 
terrible tribunal for Kings ; that, in (hort, which pointed 
out the Sovereign that was to fall, named the affaflin, 
prepared the poifons, or (harpened the dagger.* 

Many of Weifhaupt's adepts were alfo to be found in 
Rome who had been initiated by Zimmerman j and the 
reprefentative of a King feconds their efforts againft the 
altar. The Spanifh Monarch is tottering on the throne, 
at the very time when the public papers defcribe Do ML 
Azara, his ambaffador at Rome, felicitating the Jaco-* 

p P 

* € Peace. XI. St. Sulpice/o Vision. XFF. St. James-du-hautr 
** pas to Benevolence, St. Medard to Labor, and St. Stephen ori 
•' the Mount to filial Piety.* 9 This needs no comment, when 
in the hands of a Chriftian reader. Trans. 

* Should the hiftoiian of the aflaifination of Guftavus of 
Sweden not br a fufHcient voucher for the exiftence of this tri- 
bunal (Sett. IV.) it is, however, an undoubted.facl, that the Seft 
had moft powerful advocates at Rome ; for the Nuncio at ' A- 
vignon, having ordered the llluminee Pernetti and his adepts 
to leave the country in the fpace of one month i they procured 
from Rome a counter-order (real or forged) permitting them 
to (lay. This bufinefs was followed up at Rome by the arreft- 
ation of an ad?pt, which threw the adeptj of Avignon into fear* 
that were only removed by the revolution. 
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bins on their coming to drive the Sovereign Pontiff frorrt 
his capital. Buonaparte may fend his Lieutenants ; their 
triumph will be eafy, for fhame alone could impede their 
progrefs ; but they have ftifled every feeling, and feoff at 
the very idea of the rights of nations, as well as at the 
overwhelming with affliction an aged paftor turned of 
fourfcore. The upright man and companionate heart 
might flied tears at fuch a fight; but the Jacobin, cal- 
lous to every feeling, will leap with joy, and the Pentarques 
will compare their ignominious conqueft to the ftorm- 
ing of ancient Rome by Erennus and his Gauls. Next 
in the feries we fhall turn our eyes to a conqueft long 
fince announced hi the Lodges of the Templars, Rofi- 
crucians and Knights Kadofch, who had all fworn ven- 
geance againft Malta ; and the fatal day is now come. 
At Malta. Led: indignation might caufe their fecrets to be difco- 
vered, the crofs of Malta had for a long time been a badge 
of exclufion for thofe bold Knights from the thre&old of 
the Mafbrric Lodges. New arts will be now employed 
to render their courage ufelefs. The adepts have made 
ufe of the fame artifice againft Malta which they had em- 
ployed againft the church. So far, faid they, from break- 
ing off all connection wrth thefe Knights, let our adepts 
become members of the Order •, through their means we 
{hall become mafters of that Ifland that would proudly 
bid defiance to our combined hoftile efforts both by (est 
and land. Letters from the virtuous and honorable part 
of that community had already prepared us for the catas- 
trophe that has fince befallen them ; they had complained 
that falfe brethren, particularly of the! Spanifh and Italian 
tongues, had gained admittance among them. In the per- 
sons of DolomieU) Btfredon, and the cowardly Hompefcb y 
may the Sect be faid to have reigned. Buonaparte ap- 
pears ; and, as if the Sect wilhed to (hew Europe how it 
can carry the moft aftonifhing works of nature and art 
by tieafon alone, it did not even give the confpirators a 
cloak for their treachery by the (emblance of a fiege.— . 
-The adepts of the exterior fraternize with thofe of the in- 
terior, and thus do we learn that the fecret arms of the Seel: 
are more terrible than the fire of the embattled legions. 
Let the hero of Malta fet fail for Alexandria : There he 
will alfo find adepts that await his arrival: Then will the 
Sublime Porte learn how to value thofe rich prefents fent 
by the revolutionary tribe, all ftolen from the royal trea- 
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fury of the crown j it will underftand why fuch immenfe 
fums of money were fquandered in its capital, to buy the 
neutrality of the Divan, and thus to enable the Se& to 
wreft from its dominion its more diftant provinces : It will 
learn that the Apoftles of the Seel were, during its politi- 
cal lethargy, dealing along the coafts of Africa, and pene- 
trating even into Afia. 

It was at Conftantinople particularly that the Sect was At Con- 
to be careful in the choice of its adepts and propagandifts, ft i antin ^"- n 
and to adapt each perfon's mi (lion to his talents. To J^ £° a ^J 
(pread the do&rines of Equality and Liberty throughout 
the dates that had long fince been fubje&ed to the do- 
minion of the Crefcent, it was neceffary to find men well 
acquainted with the language, manners, interefts, and the 
various intercourfe of thofe different nations. In the per- 
son of the author of the lableau de P Empire Ottoman^ 
or Mouradgea d 1 Hobfon> a Greek by birth, formerly in- 
ternuncio, and iince ambaffador from Sweden to the Sub- 
lime Porte, the Sedt found all the requifites for fuch an 
undertaking. At firft, he did not appear to be fanguine 
in their caufe ; large fums of money, and penfions then 
at the difpofition of the Committee of Public Safety, (as 
we are informed by our Memoirs) at length difpcl any 
further (bow of relu&ance: On his return to Conftanti- 
nople, Mouradgea places himfelf at the head of the Jaco- 
bin miffionaries for the Eaft. He was greatly indebted 
for the acquirements that had thus prepared him for this 
new revolutionary career to a Mr. Rujfin> who com- 
menced his career as a teacher of languages in Paris; was 
afterwards an aflbciate with the Baron Tott in Crimea; 
then attached to the French embaify at Conftantinople ; 
afterwards employed in the Admiralty at Verfailles; and 
finally become Profeflor of the Oriental Tongues at the 
College Royal. For a long time Mr. RufRn refifted eve- 
ry temptation to betray the Royal caufe; for he was in- 
debted to the king for his education, and for his elevation 
to be Knight of the Order of St. Michael, Similar in- 
ducements, however, make him forget his obligations to 
his king, and he becomes the co-adept of Mouradgea at 
Conftantinople. heffepi a young man, and one of the few 
(urvivors of La Peroufe, was alfo animatedly fentiments 
of gratitude for Lewis XVI.; but, feduced by the tw9 
apoftles, he joins them, and, under the dire&ion of this 
triumvirate, one part of the fubaltern agents diflemiuate 
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their doctrines among the people of Conftantinople, while 
others fpread themfelves throughout Afia, travel into Per-* 
fia, and to the Indies, Others again pi each their rights 
of man in the Levant, while the united forces of the Sect 
make their defcent on the coaft of Egypt, and ^teach the 
Ottoman court the fatal effects of having neglected to 
cru(h the firft dawnings of the Sect* 

But a very few years prior to the French revolution, 
the Turks abominated Mafonry, as much as the inhabit-* 
ant3 of the Eaft did the Manichaeans for many centuries. 
The Ottoman court would not have fuffered any French 
Religious to have remained at J^rufilem, had it not known 
that it was their conftant rule to refufe to admit any per-*- 
fon known to be a pree-mafon to vifit the holy places 
that were under their care. There was even an agree-* 
ment between the Sublime Porte and the Court of France, 
by which the Superior of thefe Religious might and was 
obliged to difmifs from the Levant any French Conful 
that ihould dare to erect a Mafonic Lodge} and I have 
learned from a Religious who was on that miffion for 
feven years, that the Superior had fometimes exercifed 
this authority. But the revolution has annihilated fuch. 
precautions, as well as many others. The Propagandists 
have crofted the Mediterranean with their new-fangled 
doctrines \ they have found brethren in the French mer- 
chants, who, under pretence of meeting with friends in 
all countries, had got themfelves initiated in the myfteries, 
and hence they needed not Lodges to be recognized. 
Jn Africa ; The fucceffes of the brotherhood in France inflamed 
the zeal of the brethren in Africa; and the very manner in 
which the Directory announced the progreis of Buona* 
parte in Egypt fufficiently denotes the arts that had been 
employed by the emiflaries of the Sect previous to his 
arrival. Should he not (like Pichegru) fall a victim 
to the jealoufy of the Pentarques, or (more lucky than 
Brueys) efcape the purfuits of a fecond Nelfon,he will on 
the coalfc of India meet with other brethren, who, in the 
Malabar tongue are circulating the Rights of Man, E- 
qual and Free, and thofe of the Sovereign and Legijla- 
fme People. The Engliflj General who took Pondicherry 
feized both the types and preffes employed in diflemin-* 
ating the principles of the Sect and their revolutionary 
productions. 

As the plague flies on the wings of the wind, fo d# 
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their triumphant legions infect America. Their apoftles 
have infufed their principles into the fubmiffive and labo- 
rious negroes j and St. Domingo and Guadaloupe have 
"been cpnverted into vaft charnel houfes for their inhabit^ 
#nts, So numerous were the brethren in Njrth Ame- 
rica, that Philadelphia and Bofton trembled, left their r/- 
Jing confthuUon Jhould be obliged to make way for that of 
the great club \ and if for a time the brotherhood has 
been obliged to (hrink back into their hiding places j 
they are itill fufiiciently numerous to raife col lections 
^ind tranf nit thern to the infurgents of Ireland; thuscoii- 
tributing towards tnat fpecies of revolution which is the 
object of their* ardent; wiihes in America.* God gran; 
that the United States may not learn to their coft, that 
Republics are equally menaced with Monarchies ; and 
that the irrjmenficy of the ocean is but a feeble barrier 
againft the univerfal confpiracy of the Se& ! 

The triumphs of the brotherhood at Geneva, at Ve- 
nice, in Holland, and at Genoa, are demonftrative proofs 
that it is riot at Monarchs alone that the adepts of the 
Se£t aim their blows. Nations muit alfo learn, that, whe- 
ther Monarchies or Republics, they are all to be com- 
prehended within the revolutionary vortex; and that nei- 
ther friendship, alliance, nor the mod paff^ve obedience, 
can make the favage confpirators relent. 

In vain did the Swifs Cantons in fome fort forget the j n Swltzer* 
dignity of their auceftors j they were iilent under the ho- land j 
miliating treatment of their biethren at Aix, the butche- 
ry of their troops at Paris, and the violation of the moft 

* See Iriih Report, No. XIV,— At Quebec, July 7, 1797, a 
man of the name of David M" Lean was tried and condemned 
to iuffer on the a ill of the fame month, being con vi&ed of hav- 
ing come into Canada, under the difguife of a merchant, with 
a view of railing the people againft the Government, and to 
deliver over^he colony to the French. He had taken all the 
neceflary Heps ; the oath of fecrecy, pikes, and other arms,, 
were to be delivered to the people. The brethren at Montreal 
and Quebec were by the next fpring to prepare the way for an 
army of 10,000 men that was to be brought over in a French 
fleet, and attack both thefe towns at the fame time. Mr. A- 
det, the French niimfler at Philadelphia, was implicated in it; 
thus do the Pentarques convert their embaflfadors into the ring- 
leaders of the conlpiring bands wherever they are received; 
this may be £tid to be one of die marking features of Jacobia- 
ifm. 
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facred treaties even on their own territories. They bore 
with refignation the infults perpetually offered to them by 
the Jacobin diflators, who would fometimes deign to 
mingle aflurances of fraternity and promifes of peace 
with their outrages. While the armies of the Seel were 
ravaging the neighboring countries, it would lull the cre- 
dulous Swifs into a fatal fecurity by their cant of frater- 
nity and affe£hon; but in the mean time the adepts were 
laboring in the mountains. Weifhaupt had made many 
converts in thofe parts ; and a fwarm of Illuminees flock- 
ed thither from the Univerjity of Gottjngen^ all ready to 
proftcute the views of the Se£h jFVAr, curate of Nidau, 
and after him Buggy correfponded with the brotherhood 
in Germany; and the moment was approaching when 
he was about to receive the price of his zeal by being 
ele&ed chief of the revolutionized Canton of Argau.*— 
At Lucern Pfiffcr^ at Berne Weifs^ at Bafle Ocbs, prefi- 
ded over the clubs of Equality and Liberty. By various 
artifices, the Jacobins had formed a party of ninety-two 
, in the great council of Berne. The Pentarque Rewbel 
fent as auxiliaries from Paris, Maingaud^ Mangourit^ and 
Guyot\ and in Switzerland (as in Holland and at May- 
ence) fecret correfpondencc and fecret iocieties were pre- 
paring the way for the armies of the Se£h Thus was the 
fate of Switzerland to be fimilar, and an equal fbare of 
glory to redound to the victors. f 
» Sweden; Yet there are monarchies ftill in exiftence, notwith- 
standing all the efforts of the SecT:. True ; but, if we 
except Denmark, whofe neutrality appears to be of too 
great fervice to the Seel, for it to think of deftroying that 
kingdom at prefent, what other country is there in Eu- 
rope that has not been expofed to the machinations of the 
Sedi? Guftavus III. fell beneath the blows of an An- 
karftroem ; but this affaffin had come from the great Pa- 
rifian club. Thofe very perfons who wifh to ifolate this 
murder tell us, that adepts had declared, that they knew 
ef the -projected murder of Guftavus beforehand^ and that 
fill Europe knew of it. Who are thefe men that were fo 
well informed throughout Europe, if not thofe adepts to 
whom the Sedt has made known their determinations 
againft a Prince whofe activity could give them little 

* Private Notes on Switzerland. 

t See the Hiftory of this Revolution by Mallet du Pan* 
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hopes of retrograde movements when he was about to 
fight the enemies of monarchy ? When thofe fame wrU 
ters caft fufpicions on the Duke of Sudermania^ they 
ground their attack on his being Grand Majhr of the 
Swedijh Lodges^ as Orleans was in France. They fur- , 
ther fubftantiate their charge on the multitude of illumini- 
aed Mafons that are fpread all over Sweden, and on the 
horror of their myfteries. Is not that telling us, that 
Ankarftroem was but a mere inftrument of the Se£r, 
which, in recompence for his regicide, erected ftatues to 
•him in the Club of the Jacobins? 1 will hereafter (how 
that the adepts had previous knowledge of this foul deed* 
and that it had even been clearly exprefled in the public 
papers. But at prefent let us turn our eyes toward Rutiia. 

On the death of Lewis X VI. the Emprefs of Ruifia or- In Ruffiaj 
dered that all the French within her dominions fliould take 
the oath of fidelity to the lawful heir of the Bourbons, 
and renounce all connection with France until monarchy 
was reftored; but this was a fruitlefs precaution. The 
Seel had many adepts in Rufiia, whom it had taught to 
feoff at oaths;* and they only took the oath of fidelity to 
the monarchy, that they might the more eafily annihilate 
the Rufllan diadem. The confpirators were headed by 
Genet, heretofore the agent tor the cabinet of Verfailles* 
but now become the agent of the Jacobins. The Zeal 
with which he ferved his new malters had already filled 
Peterfburg with clubs compofed of that fpecies of men 
who, having no homes in their own country, travel to fo- 
reign parts in hopes of gaining a livelihood* Hair-drefs- 
ers, Cooks, Valets, Bankrupts, Teachers of the French, 
Tongue, and Street-porters from Paris, all were com* 
Lining together to prepare a pike revolution. The moft 
artful and moft violent of the confpirators daringly held their 
meetings in the Hotel of Sir Charles Whitworth^ the 
Englifh Ambaflador at Peterfburg. They met there once 



* Knigge's apoftles in Courland and Ltronla-had, doubtleft, 
extended their miflion ; and a Ruffian gentleman in forme 1 me, 
that one of the great adepts prefided over an academy at Mos- 
cow where the young Nobility were educated. Every thing 
feemed to denote an excellent fchool, when by degrees it was 
obferved, that the illuminized Rights of Man was the ground* 
work of the fecret leflbns of this great teacher. 1 hey were 
obliged to difmifs him, as the only means of reftoringhis pupils 
to die true principles of religion and fociety. 
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Amonth by means of three French fervants, whohadbeert 
recommended to Sir Charles by fome of the party as mod 
excellent chara&ers* Public fame, and foon after the Am- 
bafladorj informed the Police of this meeting. On mak- 
ing enquiries after the adepts, and on feizing their papers 
that had been carefully hidden, it was diicovered, that 
their plot had been contrived according to the general 
plan and views of the Sect. At Rome, the brotherhood, 
had made ufe of an Ambaffador of the King ot Spain; in 
jiufiia, it is the Secretary of Embafly and Charge d' Af- 
faires from the Court of Sardinia, a Mr. BoffI y who is im* 
plicated in their foul projects* The adepts were banifhed, 
according to the laws ot Ruffia* The diplomatic charac* 
tcr of Mr. Boffi faved him for fome time from. a fimilar 
difgraccj but no fooner was the Czar Paul feated on the 
throne, than he received orders to quit Peterfburg in twen- 
ty-four hours, and the territories of his Imperial Majefty 
with all poffible fpeed** 
In Poland. I fhall not dwell long on the labors of the Sect in Po- 
land. Among the number of its Apoftles, I might name 
Banneauj who was fent to Siberia ; Duveyrier^ who wrote 
the Proces Verbaux at Paris for La Fayette, and who was 
difcovcred at Copenhagen on a fuppofed mifEon for buy- 
ing corn, while his real obje£t was to viftt the brethren of 
Poland and Ruilia, to ftimulate them; and our Memoirs 
inform us, that on the road he was to make an attempt on 
the life of the Count Artois, juft as the German adepts 
have fince done on that of Lewis X VIlI. Duveyrier was 
accompanied by one Lamar re, and that Caflella iince ar- 
refted in company with Semonville when proceeding to 
Constantinople with the plunder of the French crown, in 
hopes of bribing the minifters of that country. But to 
I give my reader an idea of the multitude of miflionaries 
I employed by the Se& in Poland, it will fuffice to advert 
! -to Camborfs report, *here he owns that it has already coft 
1 France fixty millions of hvres to fupport the brethren at 
j Warfaw* This avowal fhows how the Seel employs the 
public revenues, little caring whether the creditors of the 
interior are paid, and fending its vifible legions to live on 
contributions levied on the exterior, while it largely pays 
that crowd of invifible adepts and fecret emiflaries wh© 
prepare the way for its triumphs. 

* Extracl from a Memorial on Ruffia* 
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This alfo demonftrates what great ftrefs the leaders of 
trie Sect laid on the projected revolution in Poland; and, 
Indeed, had they fucceeded in revolutionizing that coun- 
try, the Jacobins might have made a ftrong diver fion on, 
trie very territories of the moft formidable powers that had 
eritered into the coalition. Equality anJ Liberty would 
have infufed itfelf throughout Rufin with much greater 
facility. The Pruflian and Auftrlan brethren began to 
fhow themfJves more openly. Their hopes already feem- 
ed to be crowned with fuccefs; Kofkiufko had excited to 
revolt Warfaw, Wilna, and Lublin. The bilhop of this 
latter place, with many other gentlemen, "had been hang- 
ed $ in vain had the unfortunate Poniatowfki endeavored 
to allay the ferocity of the revolution; Poland was advan- 
cing rapidly towards its end, and it finifhed by lofing both 
its king and its independence. My object is not even to 
hint an opinion on the conduct of the powers who have 
divided that country among themfelves, but to point out 
the univerfal confpiracy of the Sect. Germany, which 
gave birth to the moft profound adepts of the Seel, has 
already feverely felt the effedts of its treachery, but has 
not yet met the fate which the Seel: is preparing for it. 

Jofeph II. lived long enough to deplore his rniferable InAuftria. 
policy. He was lamenting his philofophifm, and that de- 
tectable policy that had induced him to trouble the inha- 
bitants of the Low Countries in the enjoyment of their 
religion, thus breaking the moft folemn treaties and driv- 
ing to defpair fubjects who defer ved a better fate, when 
the manifefto of the Grand Orient came to teach him, that 
his policy had been juft as erroneous in protedting the 
Mafonic Lodges. If credit is to be given to Kleiner's Re-* 
po r, or at leaft to the extract from it given me by a no- 
bleman of undoubted veracity, it was in confequence of 
this manifefto that Jofeph II. gave orders to Kleiner to 
get himfelf initiated into the illuminized Lodges, and by 
this means acquired certain knowledge of the Occult 
Myfteries of the Sect. He then learnt, that the Swedifh 
adepts had precifely the fame objedt in view as the ofr- 
fpring of the modern Spartacus; and the Mafonic Lod- 
ges were the cloaks for both of them. I have learned from 
a perfon who was frequently in company with the Empe- 
ror, that nothing could equal his vexation, when he law 
that he had been fo ftrangely impofed upon by men whom 
Jie had favored, or when he difcovered that,yc far from 
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having himfelf named per font to the different charges of 
the flat e, he had only adopted the choices made by the Sett* 
He then openly declared, that the Free-mafons were no- 
thing more than a fet of (harpers and jugglers* he went 
fo far as to attribute all the thefts that had been committed 
on the treafury of the (late to the Occult Mafons j he de- 
termined to exclude them from every employment civil 
and military; he was indignant at feeing an imperium iff 
imperio rifmg in the ftate. He would have followed up his 
indignation too, had he not learnt that many of his moft 
faithful fubjecls, and fome even for whom he had the great- 
eft regard, fuch as the Prince Licbtenftein y vreYe Mafons. 
The greater part of thefe, however, renounced Mafonry, 
Jofcnh had undertaken to deftrov the Lodges and repair 
the errors of his philofophtfm, when- a premature death 
put a period to his reign. 

Leopold his fucceflbr, wifhing to be informed of the 
nature and progrefs of the Seel: in his new territories, ap- 
plied to Profefior Hoffman. No man was better aWe than 
he was to give the defired information, for he had beer* 
tampered with by the Se£t, who, writing to him in the 
moft high-flown phrafes, endeavored to feduce him over 
to the caufe of the revolution; but,, on the other fide f 
feveral Mafons, ajhamed of having fallen a prey to thefe- 
duflion of the Ilium i nee s y had discovered moft important 
fecrets to him, and joined with him in baffling the views 
of the Se£t. He had learned from them, * that Mirabeau 
c< himfelf had declared to his confidants, that he carried 
c< on a moft extenjive correfpondence with Germany, but 
< c in no part fo extenftve as at Vienna. He knew that the 

• " revolutionary fyftem was to be extended throughout the 
u univerfe; that France had only been chofen as mefcene 
« of a firft explofionj that the propagandifts were bu/ied 
<c in di Geminating their principles throughout every clira- 
" ate; that emiffaries were.difperfed through the four 
u quarters of the globe, and particularly in the capitals; 
cc that they had their adherents, and were particularly ac- 
iC tive in ftrengthening their party at Vienna and in the 
<f Auflri an dominions. — In 1 791 he had read, as feveral 
" other perfons alfo did, two letters, the one from Paris, 

• <c the other from &tra(bourg,defcribing in cypher the names 
" of J even commiffaries of the Propaganda then reft dent 
<c at Vienna^ and to whom the new commiffaries were to 

• « c apply, as well for the wages of their labors^ as for /*- 
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**firuEthnt how to proceed.— Hq had alfo feen feveral of 
* c thofe man u fori pt news- papers that were fent weekly 
f* from Vienna, replete with the moft abominable aneo 
m dotes againft the court, and with arguments and prin- 
<c ciples impugning the government. — Thefe papers were 
4i to contribute toward the diflemination of Jacobinifm 
cc throughout the towns andvil]agesoftheempire,andeven 
" in foreign countries, as they were fent poft free, and with- 
* c out even the fubfcription being afked for. He had even 
<c tranfmitted fome of thefe letters to government. He had 
* c difcovered the object of the frequent journeys of the II- 
4i luminee Campe to Paris, and his correfpondence with 
* c Mirabeau and Orleans. He had acquired ctrtain know- 
ic ledge of the plans of the German Mirabeau/' that is to 
fay, of Mauvillon, who had been Mirabeau's Infinuator, 
and the fame perfon who had written thus to the Illumi- 
jiee Cuhn [the letter is prefer ved in the archives at Bruns- 
wick:] * The affairs of the revolution go on better and 
u better in France ; / hope that in a jew years this flame 
w will be lit up every whsre y and that the conflagration 
" will become univerfaL Then our Order may da 
* c great things -J 9 * Mr. Hoffman alfo knew that this very 
Mauvillon u had drawn up a very explicit plan for the 
4C revolutionizing of all Germany; that this plan had been 
* e tranfmitted to the greater part of the Mafonic Lodges, 
" and to the clubs of the Illuminees; and that it wascir- 
" culated among the Propagandists and emiiTaries, who 
cc were already employed in exciting to revolt the people 
u on the out-pofrs and frontiers of Germany." f While 
this zealous citizen was thus unfolding to Leopold the 
intrigues of the Seel:, he correfponded with the Great 
Zimmerman of Bern, who was ever revered by the 
learned, beloved by all good citizens, and only hated by 
the llluminizing Jacobins, becaufe he no (boner became 
acquainted with their myfteries than he warned the SocU • 
ety of their dangerous tendency. Tftis learned man was 
alfo employed in compofing a memorial for the uie of the 
emperor, on the means of curbing the prosrrefs of the re- 
volution ;J but the Jacobins were aware of the hatred thai 
Leopold had conceived for thmxu They knew that the 

* June 1791. 

+ Important notice by Hoffman, Vol. I. Seel. 19. 

$ Hoffman's Letter in the Eudemonia, Vol. VI. No. 3. 
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chief inftigator of the treaty of Pilnitfc was as much to be 
feared as Guftavus; and they were determined to Jhonti 
that even an Emperor Jhould mt oppofe their plots with 
impunity.* 

Juft at the time when the two fovereigns were mak- 
ing their preparations, the King of Pruffia had recalled 
from Vienna his ambaflador, the Baron Jacobi Kloefi^ who, 
as the Se& fuppofed, was favorable to their caufe. — The 
Count HaugwitS) who was more decidedly a friend to the 
meafure of tfye treaty, was fent in his ftead« The journal- 
ifts of Strafbourg announced this news with the follow- 
. ing comment: " Hence politicians pretend, that the unU 
tc on between the two courts will be confolidated. They 
c< are certainly in the right to make the French believe fo$ 
a but in defpotic countries, in thofe countries where the 
"fate of fever a I millions of men hangs on a bit of pqfie^ 
" or on the rupture of a little vein^ one can calculate on 
" nothing. Let us fuppofe that the court of Pruflia is aft- 
44 ing honeftly in concert with the court of Auftria (which 
a is difficult to be believed), or that the Court of Auftria 
44 is a&ing fo with that of Pruflia (which iSftill more in- 
44 credible), a Jingle indigeflion^ or a drop of blood forced 
44 from its proper vefjels, will be fufficient to diffblve this 

44 brilliant union." This comment in the Courier of 

Strafbourg y No. 53, was dated from Vienna, the 7.6th of 
February^ 1792. Leopold died (poifoned) on the \ft of 
March following, and Guftavus was affaffinated in the 
night between the 15th and 16th of the fame month. f 

The firft precaution taken by his young fucceflbr was 
to difmifs all the Italian cooks, that he might not be ex* 
pofed to the fame fate as his father* and fall a victim to 
what is called the Naples broth. More zealous in the caufe, 
Francis II. not only oppofed the Sedr. by force of arms, 
but, in order to attack illuminifm in its dark receffes, he 
applied to the diet of Ratifbon in I794> for a decree to 
fupprefs all fecret focieties, whether Maibns, Roficrucians, 
or illuminees, of every fort. They had powerful fupport- 
ers in this firft council of the Empire, and they intrigued 
againft the propofition of the Emperor. They pretended 
that thefe bodies of Illuminees were nothing mdfe than 
little affociations of ichool-boys, that were Very common 

* Important notice by Hoffman. 

f Travels of two .Frenchmen in the North, Vol. V. ch. x*. 
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in the Protcftant univerfities. — Through the organs of 
the Pruffian> Hanoveriarfc and Brunfwick minifters it was 
objected, that the Emperor was at liberty to forbid thefe 
different lodges within his own ftates ; but that, with re- 
fyeQ. to all others, they could not attempt to curtail the 
Germanic liberty. All that the Emperor could obtain was 
a decree for the abolition of thofe aflbciations of fchool- 
boys. This decree not only left the great adepts in full 
pofleffion of their lodges, but was alfo unattended to in 
moil of the colleges, where Illuminifm continued to make 
the moft awful progrefs.* 

% So late as February laft {1798) the magiftrates of Jena, 
tfere obliged to punifh about a dozen fcholars, who, formed 
into an aflbciation calling themfelves Arnicifls, were under the 
direction of the adepts. To prepare thefe youths for the mys- 
teries of Illuminifm, their fecret fuperiors reprefented the oath 
appropriated to this aflbciation as the moft facred engagement 
that could be taken and theleaft violation of it as being imme- 
diately followed by the moft terrible punishments. — They were 
then queftioned, whether they were fufficiently enlightened to 
believe that they could, without fcruple, break the oath which 
they had fworn to the fuperior of the college, never to engage 
in any fecret fociety; — whether they believed themfelves fufti- f 

ciently virtuous to accufe themfelves alone, and no other per- 
fon, in cafe the magiftrates mould punifh them for a breach of 
that oath ; — whether they thought themfelves fufficiently cou- 
rageous to continue in the aflbciation, though they mould be 
compelled to abjure it. — The llluminee who had queftioned 
them, if latisfied with their anfwers, gave them theCodeof the 
Arnicifls, and therein they learned that they and their aflbci- 
ates formed a flats within theflate ; that they had laws of their 
*wn according to which they judged of affairs that were beyond 
their fphere ; and this required the moft profound fecrecy ; that 
Ihould feveral of them hereafter meet in the fame town, they 
fliould eftablifh a lodge, and do all that lay in their power to 
propagate the fociety ; that if they were perchance to change 
their place of habitation (which mould be only done in fome 
extraordinary Cafe), they mould then correfpond with their 
own lodge, while the fecretary was to hold correfpondence 
with the other lodges, making his return of the name, quality, 
and country of every new candidate ; that they would obey 
the fuperiors of the Order, fuccor their brethren, and procure 
advancementfor them ; in mort, they were A? be ready to fact i~ 
flee their lives and fortunes for the Order. 

Several of thefe young Arnicifls^ which of all the different 
aflbciations was fuppoied to be the moft innocent, refufed to 
give the lift of the brethren, left they might be inculpated.— 
They, however, declared that the Order comprehended many 
men of quality and of high honor % wagiflrates and pcrfins in of 
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While the young Emperor was thus endeavoring t^ 
counteract the plots of the Se&> it was confpiring in the 
very heart of the Auftrian ftates to overturn the govern- 
f MKtiih By the death of the Chevalier de Born the Se£k 
' had loft at Vienna one of its chief adepts j this gentle- 
man was powerfully rich, yet at his death nothing but im- 
menfe debts appeared, in confluence of the fuma he had 
tpent on the propagandists. Two other adepts, as zeal- 
ous at the lead, and far more enterprizing, had fucceed- 
cd him. HfiBBNSTRElT the Lieutenant de place at Vi- 

fice . (See the Minutes of the Judgment \ or the Staats un gelehrte 
zeituog of Hamburgh, No. 45, 13th of March. 

Suppofing that the reader may wi/h to know to what date 
young men came from thefe Lodges and Colleges, I will here 
quote an an example from the notes I have received from Ger- 
many. " At the time I am writing this cjuly 13th 1794) at 
** the Baths, four leagues from Hanover, there refides here a 
*• young man who arrived a few days fince from the univerfity 
•* of Jena, where he was educated. It is the reigning Count 
** Plattenberg, one of the richeft noblemen of Germany, aged 
44 24, of Catholic parents, and a nephew of Prince Kaanitz* 
*' the minitier. In confequence of the principles imbibed by 
*' this yooog Count at the univerfity of Jena, he drefies in the 
** *' complete ftyle of a democrat, and affeclt the uncouthoefs of 

•' their manners. He would have his fervant fit next to him 
" at the table d'hote but it was not permitted. This young 
M Egatite goes about finging the Caira and MarfeilUis Hymn* 
** with other youths whom he gathers together. Don't let 
*' this be taken in the light of an anecdote only relating to a 
u thought left individual. His fly is the reigning folly tfflu- 
** dents ht all the univerjttiesyf Germany ; and this folly is the 
'• produce of thofc doctrines taught by the profejfors , nvhile g+> 
u vsmments pay no attention to them*" 

The fame notes (and they are written by a Proteflant) re- 
prefent the univerfity cf Halle in Saxony,, where the greater 
part of the King of Pruffia's fubjecls go to finiih their educa- 
tions,, as in a Hate fimilar to that of Jena. In April 1704 the 
chiefs of the commiiHon of religion of Berlin, M. M. Hertnet 
and Hi Inter , went, by order of the King of Prufia, to vifit the 
Lutheran college at Halle, and they difapproved of many things 
that were going on. The ftudents received them with the cry 
of Pereant (let them perifh), and obliged them to feek their 
iafety in flight. Their miniilers of religion are expofed to fimi- 
lar infults. Dvgs are fet at them when preaching, and indecen* 
cies take place in the churches that would not be fuffered iq 
t h e it r e c t s • %t Th e JUuminees thsmfelves publijh thefe abomina- 
" tions, that their pupils the Amicifis may be induced to act 
•' in a fimiUr manner." Such is the education of youth where 
the Sect predominates. 
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•nna, was one; and the other was Meh alovich, an ex- 
capuchin of Croatia, whom Jofeph II. had imprudently 
taken from the cloifters, and had given him a living in 
Hungary, in recompence for the difpofitions he had mown 
to fecond the Emperor in his pretended reforms in th£ 
church, A number of other adepts had joined thefe two 
confpirators, among whom we may diftinguifli the Cap-? 
tain Billecky mathematical profeflbr at the Academy of 
Neuftadt, the Lieutenant Kiedel, the profeflbr of philo- 
fophy Bran/later^ the ftupid, but rich merchant, Hackel^ 
and finally IVoljlnn^ one of thofe adepts whom the StA 
had contrived to fend on a revolutionary miflion through- 
out Europe at the Emperor's expenfe, under pretence of 
acquiring knowledge in the veterinary art, of which he 
has fince been created profeflbr. 

The reader may judge of the number and importance 
of the confpirators by the plan that was agreed upon ia 
1795. Thro* their influence at court, they found means 
of forming a garrifon in Vienna of fubftantial and honeft 
citizens little accuftomed to bear arms. They had (eh&<- 
ed them from this clafs, and had got an order to compel 
them into this fort of duty, under pretence of the immi- 
nent danger of the State, Always pretending that they 
had the orders of the Emperor, they treated thefe new- 
raifed corps with unheard of feverity, in hopes of indis- 
pofing them againft the court by the time that their re- 
volutionary plots (hould be ready for execution. The po- 
pulace was in their hands, and daily became more attach- 
ed to their caufe, in confequence of their being excluded 
from the new-raifed corps, and by making them partake 
of the large fums diftributed among a banditti who were 
to be put in poffeffion of the arfenal on the day of infur- 
re&ion. On that day the infurreclion was to be general, 
during which Hebenftreit, followed by a banditti, was to 
fecure the perfon of the Emperor; other detachments of 
the banditti were to take poffeffion of the arfenal, and poft 
themfelves on the ramparts. The perfon of the Emperor 
being in their hands, the confpirators were to oblige him 
to fign the Cade of the Rights of Man \ that is to fay, 
certain edicts ready prepared, by which the rights of all 
nobility and great proprietors were to be annulled ; all 
were to be declared equal and free; and the fovereig nty 
of the people proclaimed. Thefe edicts were to be fent 
into the Provinces in the name of the Emperor, juft as if 
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he had enjoyed his liberty. Every outward appearance of. 
refpeft for his perfon was to be preferved; in fhort, he* 
was to have been treated juft as the gaoler La Fayette had. 
treated the unfortunate Lewis XVL It is not know% 
whether the rfqua Tophana was to be adminiftered in fuch 
a dole as to £///, or tojlupify ; it even appears, that the 
young prince was to be kept as a hoftage; but in all cas-t 
^s, he was only to be reftored to his freedom after the peo^ 
pie had been well accuftomed to the new reign of Equa- 
lity and Liberty, and had acquired poffeffion of the eftate$ 
of the Nobility in fuch a manner that all reftitution of pro- 
perty, or revival of the ancient conftitution, would be ren- 
dered impoflible. All the preparatory fteps had been tak-. 
en ; the Catechifms of the Rights of Man, and the mod 
incendiary performances, had been profufely difperfed in; 
the villages and cottages. Female adepts in the ftyle of 
the adepts Neclcer end Stael made their appearance. The 
Countefs of Marchowich diftinguiftied herfelf by the zeal 
(he fhowed in diftributing the new Catechifm. The fa-r 
tal day was drawing near, when a moft fingular circum-r 
ftance led to the difcovery of the whole plot. 

While the ex-capuchin Mehalovich was out one day f 
a domeftic playing with one of his fellow-fervants, took 
Into his head to put on the capuchin habit which his mas- 
ter had preferved among his cloaths, when all on a fud- 
den Mehalovich knocked at the houfe-door, The fer- 
vant> who did not underftand the nature of the habit, 
could not get it off again, fo fent his comrade to open the 
door, and hid himfelf under the bed. Mehalovich came 
in with Hebenftreit zn& Hackel\ they thought themfelves 
fecure; the iervant overheard their whole converfation ; 
it related entirely to the confpiracy that was to break out 
in three days. Hebenftreit renewed the confpirator's oath, 
on his fword. Mehalovich took five hundred thoufand flo- 
rins, which were hidden in a harpfichord, and gave them 
to him for the execution of the plan; and no fooner did 
they leave the room, than the fervant got from under the 
bed, and difqovered the whole plot to the Minifters of the 
State. 

The councils were immediately called in confequence 
of fo important a difcovery, and the chief confpira tors were 
arretted on the day preceding the intended explofion.— 
Hebenftreit was hanged at Vienna ; Mehalovich, with fe- 
ven Hungarian gentlemen, his accomplices were behead- 
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#d atPrefburg; and many others were condemned to ex* 
Ue, or to perpetual imprisonment. 

The King of Pruffia had fimilar confpiracies to guard la Pruffi^ 
fcgainft at Berlin* The papers of Z^*/Z?r- Leuchfering, 
Vhich had been feifced,had already warned William III* 
of the confpiracy that was brewing in the Lodges; but 
in the month or November, 1792, a new plot was con- 
triving. The fignal agreed upon for the general infurrec- 
tion was, the fetting fire to two houfes in different quar- 
ters of the towm On the day appointed the two houfes 
were really fet on fire* The brethren expe&ed that the 
troops in garrifon would be immediately fent, as was cus- 
tomary, to extinguifh the flames and keep order* While 
abfent from their pofts the rebels were to feize on them, 
and let their banditti loofe. Happily the Governor Ge- 
neral ^Ollendorff had been informed of the plot. He 
commanded the troops to remain at their pofts; thecon- 
(pirators, finding their plans had been difcovered, did not 
dare to fbow themfelres* The incendiaries were arretted, 
the plot failed, and William III. preferved his Crown. 

If aving acquired certain knowledge of the views of (he 
ponfpirators, and of their connexion with the French Jar 
cobins, this Prince, as every reader would fuppofe, ought 
to have (hewn more ponftancy in the caufe of Royalty 
ggainft Jacobinifm. Court jealoufics, and differing inte- 
refts, that perpetually keep the cabinets of Vienna and 
JJerlin at variance, may have led hitai to agree to a paci- 
fication with the fworn enemies of every power j but, on th$ 
pther hand, it is difficult toaccountfor the great fway which 
jthofe very men muft have had in his cjecifions, whofe dis- 
prganizing principles he fo much detefted. The reader 
has feen the adepts of the modern Spartacus concealing? 
themfelves in the I^odges of Mafonryj he hasobferved 
,pA//?-Knigge promifing difcoveries that would give the 
Seft fovereign fway over credulous minds. Unfortunate- 
ly for Frederic William III. he had become a member of 
one of thofe Lodges which the Illuminees, under the cloak 
of Roficrucians, had converted into one of their theatre* 
of impofture; and the following is an account given me 
by a learned Proteftant Minifter, who had had frequenj """* 
Conventions with his Pruffian Majefty on the fubjed of 
freemafonry. He informs me, that to diveft his Majefty 
of any refpeft he might have for the Scripture, thefe Ro- # 

ficjrucians fucceeded in making him believe that the Bible 
R r 
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and Gofpel of the Chriftians were deficient; thai a Jar 
fuperior doctrine was to be found in the /acred books ef 
Enoch, and of Seth y fuppofed to be loft, but which they 
pretended to have exclufively in their poffeffion. Had iC 
been poflible to undeceive the king, the demonftration? 
adduced by our learned correspondent muft have done fo^ 
ftnce he invited his Majefty to read thofe pretended books 
of Enoch and Set!?, or thofe apocryphal rhapfodies which 
thefe impoftors offered to him as fo precious, fo fecret,and 
fo rare, but which had long fince been printed in Fabri- 
rius's Cclledion. His Majefty feemed to be convinced of 
the impofture of thefe empirical myftifiers; but curiofity 
is weak, and the Roficrucians regain their afcendeney un- 
der the pretence of apparitions. So notorious was the cre- 
dulity of the Pruffian Monarch on thisfcore, that in 1792-, 
at the fair of Leipfic, were fold waiftcoats called the Ber- 
lin Jefus waijl coats (Berlinifche Jcfus weften)^ in me- 
mory of the brethren having on a fudden announced the 
apparition of Chrift; and the King afking how he was 
drcilkl, they anfwered, in- a fear let waiftcoats with Hack 
facings, and golden treffes. If I am to credit what I have 
Jearnt through the fame channel, William 111% deferved to' 
be impofed upon in fo humiliating a manner; for the great 
influence thefe impoftors had acquired over his mind, not 
only proceeding from their magic arts, but from their flat- 
tering his paflions and propensity for the fair fex. They 
carried their impudence fo far, as to tell him, that Chriffc 
had granted him permijjlon to have twelve wives at once. 
The moft famous or his miftrefies was a Madame de 
Reiz, afterwards created Countefs of Lichtenau. Had" 
the matters that appeared on her trial been made public % 
fome light might have been thrown on her fuppofed un- 
derftanding with the French Jacobins, from whom fheis- 
fatd to have received rich prefents,and with Bifcbofswer- 
dfer, who is now occupied, as we are told, in very differ- 
ent projects. We might then have learned how to recon- 
cile that real hatred which William had conceived for the 
Jacobins, and the perfonai courage he has fhown in com- 
bating them, with the peace he made precifely at the time 
when his armies could moft efficaciously have co-operat- 
ed for their deft ruction. But his fueceflbr has thought pro- 
per to commit to the flames the minutes of this trial, fey- 
inp;, that he would not read them, h&perfonsjwbo might 
ft ill be ufejul u him, fliould be implicated in thefe in- 
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trigues. Some princes might have thought it prudent to 
read them, that they might learn who were the perfons 
that could (till do them much mifchief. Without pretend- 
in? to comment on the deftroying of this monument of 
hiftory, we are happy to fay that William IV. has inhe- 
rited from his predeceffor all his hatred for the Sect, with- 
out any of his weaknefles. The Freemafons of Berlin 
went fo far as to afk to have their Lodges confirmed by 
letters patent ; but the King difmifled them, faying, that 
in fhowing fuch a marked favor to them, he would be » 
wanting in his duty to his other fubje&s, and that they 
wouid fiad protection as long as they did not trouble the 
public .peace. The Mafons, we may be fure, in return, 

promifed to be moil faithful fubje&s to his Majefty. 

They made limilar promifes during the reign of the late 
king ; yet I have feen very honeft.Mafons in London who 
were much alarmed at the language they heard in the 
Pruffian Lodges, and that but a fliort time before the 
death of William IIL By their account the language of 
the Mafons was as frantic to the full sis that of the Paris 
Jacobins; u When {hall we be delivered from the tyrant ? 
*' When fhall we follow the example of our brethren at 
tt Paris ? Is it not high time for us to fhow ourfelves wor- 
4i thy of Equality, and Liberty, and true Mafons ?" Such 
expreflions, with many others far more offenfive to the 
dignity and peribn of the king, were not in the mouths of 
fome few brethren only$ but whole Lodges were feized 
with the,phrenzy, which raged moft violently among the 
adepts who were connedted with the French. Nor is it a 
trivial circumftance, or to be overlooked, that has ta- 
ken place in the Lodge of Berlin calling itfelf The Roy- 
al York*— -Public fame has informed the world, that this 
Lodge has eftabliOied within itfelf a Direclory> a Se- 
nate of Ancient s> and a Senate of Younger s, modelled an 
the aclual Government of France, How far this revolu- 
tion in the Lodge is to contribute towards, or denote the 
impatience with which the members thirft after the uni- 
verfal revolution which the Pentarques are endeavoring to 
operate, I (hall not pretend to afcertain; .but this much I 
.can poiitively affert, that the auxiliaries of the Paris bro- 
therhood are not confined to the Lodges. They have their 
brethren, fent from Paris, in the Pruilian armies. On the 
one hand, thefe foldiers are paid by his Pruluan Majefty 
to maintain his throne j on the other, they are paid by the 
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Pentarques to corrupt the Pruflian regiment and teiA* 
them to revolt againft the throne. The generofity of th£ 
Jacobins is fo great) that the wives of thefe dtfguifedapos* 
ties are penfioned in France* Every one knows* that th* 
arch-confpirator Syeyes is gone to Berlin in a diplomatic 
chara&er. Should his miffion be eVer accomplished, then 
will the hiftorian have to exphio conquefts ftmilar to thefe 
of Italy, Germany would certainly have long fence fallen 
a prey to Illuroinifm had the plots formed met wi&fee* 
cefs. 

Tired of fuch partial treafons, that only threw a fingle* 
town or a province into the hinds of the enemy, the te* 
nate of the adepts, at that time holding its fittings at Vi* 
enna, had, as early as 1793, either digefted a plan them** 
felves, or received one, in thirty articles* that was to re* 
volutionize the whole empire at the fame inftanfc^-Let* 
ters, poft-paid as far as £gra, were already difpatched (of 
Gotha, Weimar, Drefdcn, and a hundred fuch towns, 
fixing the day of general infurre&ion for the firft of No* 
vember, inviting brethren and citizens to arm on that 
great day, though it were only with knives i to afiemble 
in the fquares of the towns, or in the fields without; td 
form into centuries, and to ele& chiefs; tofeize on the 
public revenue^ on the arfenals, on the powder magazines^ 
and on the members of government. In compliance with 
the fame plan, a National AJfembU %va$ to rear its bsad 
infome town of the empire on the fame day, and the breth* 
ren in infurrection were to fend their deputies to it, Thefe 
letters were fent during the month of October; and hap* 
pily for the ftate, a fufficient quantity of them were feiz* 
ed to counteract: the effects of the confpiracy. The Seft 
confoled itfelf in the idea that ten years would not elapiej 
as Mauvillon had declared, before all Germany would ba 
revolutionized. The adepts, indeed, are fo very nume- 
rous, that it fs almoft incredible that the revolution has not 
already taken place; and the only way of accounting for 
it, is by confidering the inert difpohtion of the people^ 
*yyho cannot be eafily thrown into that ftrong effejrvefcence 
neceflary for an explofion. 

The letters from that country complain bitterly of the 
progrefs of Illuminifm. To give my reader the means of 

Judging how it comes to pais, that princes, who are the 
►eft acquainted with the views of the Se&, continue to 
, tolerate them, I will tranferibe the following paflages from 



Digitized 



by Google 



&e fltemoriafe which I have received from Germany, atuj 

which have been confirmed by feveral well-inform :d per- 

fohsi w One of the Sovereigns of Germany, who has the 

u raoft wit, the Duke of Brunfwick, has utffered, unde* 

tt the aufpices of Campe, Afauvillon, and Trapp s three 

u famous Illuminee^ both his capital and his ftates to be- 

44 tome the public fchool of irreligion and Jacobmifin.-** 

u This might lead us to believe, that the prince was him- 

u <fclf tainted with thofe principles, but it would be ca-» 

u lumny to fkppofe it* for he only tolerates thefe rafcah \ 

* th&t he msty not fell a vi&im to their plots. Suppofmg I \ 

cc was tnfend them aw^y % faid he, they wtntld only go elfe- 

" where and calumniate me. A league ought to he enter* ' 

tf td into by the German princes^ tofuffer them in no pat t 

"of the empire." 

Meanwhile, till foch a league is agreed upon, there are 
other governments, in that country, that permit the laft - 
myfteries of Illuminifm to be taught publicly, a At Jena, 
* 4 in Saxony, for example, a profeiFor is permitted to teach 
w publicly, that governments are contrary to the laws of 
€t reafon and of humanity -, and, confequently^ that, in 
" twenty, fifty, or a hundred years time, not a govern- 
« ment will exitl."* 

To go ftill farther \ few of the German princes will 
permit writers to combat either the Sedi or its doctrines* 
A fociety of men of unblemifhed principles, (if we may 
judge by their publication, the Eiedemonia^ right genius) 
had confecratcd their labors in that journal to the un- 
mafking of the intrigues, cunning, and principles, of the 
Uluminees. Not a fingle prince encourages this publica- 
tion; feveral have profcribed it in their ftate, while the 
moft Jacobinical publications are allowed a free circula- 
tion. The Eudemonia has juft been forbidden in the Aus- 
trian States, under the fpecious pretext, that its object and 
views are good, but that it makes principles known that 
are not fufficiently refuted* As a proof, however, that 
they were much better refuted than the Illuminees could 
wifli, we need only obferve, that the Gazette Zitteraire 
of Gotha y the leading paper of the Se&, announced the 
prohibition before it was even known at Vienna,-— The 
reader will be Jefs furprized at the artfulnefs of the pre- 
text, when he learns, that two of the cenfors % who are to 

* Memoirs on Jacobintfm in Germany. Anno 1794* 
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f renounce on the literary produ&ions, are the well-known 
lluminees Sonnenfels and Retzer, who, had it been for a 
journal of another ftamp, would have reclaimed the li- 
berty of the prefs in its favor. 

Wo muft now turn our attention to a new fpecies of 
Jacobins who are making an amazing progrefs in Ger- 
many. Thefe are the difciples of a Do&or Kant, who, 
riling from darknefs, and from the chaos of his Catego- 
ries, proceeds to reveal the myfteries of his Cofinopoli- 
tifm. According to this fyftcm, — I. It is melancholy to 
be obliged to feek, in the hopes of another world, for thp 
end and deftiny of the human fpecies. — II. It is not of 
man, conducted by reafon, .a& it is of brutes led by inftin£L 
The former has each for his end the developement of all 
his faculties; while, in the latter, the end is accompli£h- 
ed in each individual brute. Among mjen, on the contra r 
ry, the end is for the fpecies, and not for the individual -, 
for the life of man is too fhort to attain the perfection and 
the complete developement of his faculties. In the clafs 
of man, all the individuals jpafs andperijh\ the fpecies a~ 
lone furvives, and is alone immortal* — III. With refpedfc 
tp man again, the end of the fpecies cannot be accom- 
plifhed; that is to fay, his faculties can only be entirely 
developed in the mofl perfect flate offociety. — IV. That 
perfect ftate of fociety would be a general confederacy of 
the inhabitants of the earth, fo united together, that dis- 
tentions, jealoufies, ambition, or wars, would never be 
heard of. — V. Thoufands and thoufands of years may e- 
lapfe before this happy period of perpetual peace may 
come; but, " whatever may be the idea conceived of the 
" free exercife of our will, it is never thelefs certain, that 
u the apparent refult of that volition, the a ft ions of man, 
€i are, as well as all the other facls of nature, determined 
u by general laws." — This nature proceeds with a flow 
but certain ftep toward its obj e£t. V ices, virtues, fciences, 
the diffentions of mankind, are in her hands, but the fure 
and infallible means by which (he leads the human fpecies 
from generation to generation to the mofl: perfect ftate of 
civilization. — Sooner or later the epoch of the general 
confederation, of univerfal peace, muft come; neverthe- 
lefs, even at that period, the human fpecies will have pro* 
ceeded but half way towards its perfection.* — I know 

* Plan of a General Hiftory in a Cofmopolitical View, by 
Kant. See The Spetlateur du Nord, April 1 79s. 
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flot whether this do&rineer Kant will inform us in what 
the other half of the way toward perfe&ion confifts ; but* 
in the meantime, his difciples who are dailv increafing, 
tell us, cc that Europe muft neceffarily diflblveitfelf into * -\ 

u as many republics as there are now monarchies; and : * 

u then only will the human fpecies (how itfelf in all its 
c< ftrength and grandeur; then people incapable of go- 
* verning will no longer be {een at the head of nations ; 
u they will then rife to that high ff ate of perfection at 
Cl prefent attained by the French nation^ where birth it 
tt nothing, but genius and talents every thing"* Other 
adepts, however, perfectly underftand what is alluded to 
by the other halfway toward perfe&ion; and thefe ac- 
knowledge man only to be in a ftate of perfection when 
he recognizes no other matter but himfelf, no other law 
but his reafon. In ihort, it is man according to the pro* 
feflbr of Jena^ it is the Magnus of Weilhaupt or of Ba- 
boeuf.f 

Notwithstanding the different methods of proceeding, 
k is eafy to fee that the fyftem of Kant) at prefent Pro- 
feflbr at Konigfberg, ultimately leads to the fame end as 
that of IVeijhaupt, heretofore Profeflbr at Ingolftadt.— 
The fame hatred for revelation is to be found in both, as 
well as the fame fpirit of impiety, which cannot brook 
the idea of a world to come, where all delufion muft ceafe 
in the prefence of the Creator, and where the end of mart 
and of the human fpecies will be proclaimed at the tri- 

* Memoirs of the State of Jacobinifm in Germany. 

f I was not put to the trouble of reading Do&or Kant's works 
in German. Mr. Nitfcb has publifhed a fort of anaiyfis of them 
in Englifh. Thofe who might tremble at the idea of bewilder- 
ing themfelves in his chaos of Categories may read the account 
given them in the Britifh Critic, Auguft 1796; and the reader 
may eafily judge of the abfurdity of the arguments which the 
Pruflian Doctor heaps upagainfl the very poflibility of revela- 
tion. A Doctor WiUieb has lately ihown himfelf a rival of Nitfch 
in proclaiming the glorious feats of this profeflbr of darknefs. 
I have peruied the anaiyfis that Dr. Willich has given us, and 
the praifes beftowed on theprojeclofa perpetual pence. I cou'd 
not underftand why he would only give the title of the work 
that relates chiefly to that point, I mean of that very treatife 
whence Doctor Kant's principles on Cofmopolitifm have been 
extracted. Was the difciple afraid that it would have expofed 
the doctrines of his matter too much, and opened the eyes of 
the Englifh reader on this plan of perpetual peace > and on thp 
drift of his whole fyftem of Cofmopolitifm ? 
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bunal of a remunerating and avenging God. &**# at*4 

JVeiJkaupt, with fimilar pretentions to fuperior genius, 
are equally baffled in their attempts, falling into die moft 
voluntarily abfurd propofitions, that leave the prefent ge* 
iteration no other confolation in its afflictions, than the 
empty dreara of the imaginary happinefs of thofe future 
Cosmopolites, who, in thoufands and thoufands of years, 
are, as we are told, to inhabit this earth* In both we may 
obferVe that fame hypocrify pretending to great fenfibiluy 
and virtue j pretending not to know, that every individual 
who (hall be perfuaded that he is not born for any fixed 
or perfonal end, will foon fbape his conduct according to 
bis views or to his pleafures, and will little regard the fu- 
ture Cofmopolites, their univerfal peace, or the happinefs 
that is to be fpread over the earth twenty or thirty ages 
after his death* The fame inept fatalifm is taught by them 
both, wifliing to reprefent nature as aiding exactly as it 
pleafes, in fpite of our volition, and prevailing over our 
paffions by its general laws* and nevertheiefs reprefent 
mankind as flow in feconding the grand obje# of Na- 
ture, juft as we were free to accelerate or to retard its 
views by our actions* The only difference that can be 
perceived between thefe two prototypes of German Ja* 
cobinifra, is, that the one at Konigfberg envelopes bit 
Views in a pacific cant; while the other, in hismyfteries, 
animates and infuriates his Epopts, teaching that the day 
is not far diftant when the adepts are to refort to force, in 
order to cruflb and ftifle every thing that fhould dare to 
refift them. But notwithstanding the pacific cant of the 
former, his doctrines alio make his hearers thirfl after that 
great day when the children of Equality and Liberty arc 
to reign. His colleagues in the universities do not teach 
his principles with his coolnefs ; the difciples become vio- 
lent; the Jacobins fmile; and as the fyftem fpreads, the 
offspring of both thefe teachers unite and form alliances in 
their tenebrous abodes. Under pretence of this perpetual 
peace that is to be enjoyed by future generations, they 
have begun by declaring a war of cannibals againft the 
whole univerfe; nor is there to be found fcarcely one of 
their offspring, that is not ready to betray his country, his 
laws, and his fellow-citizens, to erect that Cofrnopolitan 
Empire announced by the Profeflfor Kant, or to enthrone 
the Man-king of the modern Spartacus. 

Such is the ftate of the Se& in Germany: It fways die 
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Clubs, the Lodges, the Literary Societies, the DUaJleres^ 
or Offices of Government, and eVen Princes, It ap- 
pears under variegated forms and names; but, however 
thefe may differ, it perpetually keeps that unhappy coun- 
try in a ftate of crifis. Every throne is undermined by a 
volcano that menaces exploiion whenever a favorable mo- 
ment (hall offer. 

Why will not truth permit me to declare, that the con- In 
fpiring Scdt has refpected that nation which, content with England* 
the urifdom, and living: happy under the (hield of its laws, 
mu(l naturally have been adverfe to, and conftant in re- 
pelling the diforganizi ng plots and baneful myfteries of 
Illuminifm ? But have we not feen that Minifter of Pet- 
kam, Rontgen, fent to London under the protection of 
a great Prince ? Nor is he the only apoftle of Weifhaupt 
th t has crofted the feas in hopes of illuminizing England. 
The very name of Xaverius Zwack in thefe Memoirs re- 
called to the minds of many perfons the ftay which that 
famous adept of Illuminifm made during a whole year at 
Oxford, ju ft after his flight from Bavaria. The exaclnefs 
of his defcription, taken from the Original Writings, left 
not the leaft thadow of doubt as to the perfon of the Cata 
of Illuminifm. This has made people underftand the real 
motives that induced this adept to make that famous town 
his habitation, though he pretended to have been attract- 
ed thither by the fame of its fcience. Neither the place nor 
the times, however, were propitious to his million, nor to 
principles that entailed upon him thejuft contempt of the 
doctors. Mr. Hornfby, who had entrufted him with forne. 
difcoveries in aftronomy, will now underftand how this 
adept could barefacedly publifh them in Germany as the 
offspring of his own genius. This will alfo explain why 
the Cato of Illuminifm, who was defpifed at the univerfi- 
ty, and nearly expelled, never returned, though he only 
pretended a fhort abfence to the Continent. Other apos- 
tles have fucceeded him in his million; and, in gratitude 
for the afylum which this nation has granted us, I mult 
declare, that the miflionaries of Weifhaupt have not been 
foiled in all their attempts. 

When Mr. Robifon published his aiiertion that cer* 
tain Mafonic Lodges had been tainted by the illuminizing 
brotherhood, patriotifm naturally exclaimed that it was 
impollibl ■■• Men who have inftitutcd themlelves into a 
fort of tribunal of public opmion called upon this refpec- 
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tabic writer to produce his proofs. I know not what the 
anrtrer of Mr. Robifon was j all I know is, that he might 
havet retried, " When perions who are entitled to ques- 
tion me {hall do fo, I will anfwer," — To thofe who may 
wifti to queftion me, I will fay, that there are circum- 
stances which may forbid me to anfwer \ it is fufficient 
that thofe who watch for the fafety of the nation fhould 
be informed of them, that they may take precautions to 
counteract the Sect* befides, are there not many hiftori- 
cal truths, that cannot be proved in a court of juftice? 

I make thefe obfervations with the more aflurance, as 
Government moft certainly have the competent proofs in 
their hands, which their wifdom, nevei thelefs, has kept 
fecrtt. — I make them, becaufe Mr. Robifon has fpokea 
with fufficient clearnefs, in his Appendix, and in his Notes> 
to fhow that he was but too well informed when he {poke 
of the intrufion ofllluminifm into certain Engl iih and 
Scotch Lodges, without being obliged to particularize the 
Lodges, But he certainly acted prudently in not expos- 
ing himfclf to the fate of the celebrated Zimmerman, who, 
as all the world knows, fc\\ y in fimilar circumftances, a 
victim to' the Illuminee P/>z7<j-Knigge; not becaufe he 
had accufed him unjuftiy, but that legal evidence was 
wanting to prove that Philo and Knigge were names ap- 
plicable to the fame perion j a fad now fo clear both by 
his own works and thofe of the adepts* They who have 
thus attempted to brand Mr. Robifon with the name of 
calumniator, would have done well to reflect on the ma- 
ny means employed by the Sect to influence fuch a judg- 
ment; that it is a {landing law of the Sect, th*t where 
an author of merit cannot be gained over, be is to he dis- 
credited by every means poJjible\ and moft certainly he 
.has a glorious title to the hatred of the Sect. I willingly 
confefs, that it would have given me great pleafure, had 
it been confonant with prudence, that Mr. Robifon had 
publilhed all his proofs, as I am perfuaded that many of 
thofe perfons who have been fo hafty and intemperate in 
their judgments, would have voted him thanks for the ier- 
vice he has rendered to his country, actuated, as I fuppofe 
them to be, with the fame zeal for its happinefs, but not 
equally informed as to the dangers with which it is me- 
naced. 

Nothwithftanding the variance that is to be found be- 
tween that refpectable author and myfelf in fome articles, 
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{particularly on the Catholic religion** and on the Jefu- 
its, whom he might have reprefented in different colour^ 

* I do not here pretend to refute the religious prejudices of 
-certain writers againft the Catholics: But what has the French 
Revolution to do with confeffion, with monadic vows, with. 
indigencies, or the jurifdiclion purely fpiritual of the Pope, 
and articles of fuch a nature? The proof that thefe ohjecls 
Ivere far from con riboting to the Revolution is, that the Ja- 
cobins fpare no pains to deftroy them.— In a book combating 
the Jacobins, what can induce a writer to vent his fpleen a* 
jgaintt the 'tenets of a Catholic^ I might fay to many writers 
who have, been guilty of this moil extraordinary imprudence* 
Begin » at Icait, gentlemen, by making yourfelves acquainted 
Yrith our tenets, and then fee whether we are able to defend 
them To others I would fay, For God's fake let us expofe our 
.belief our fdves, let us fay what we do and what we do not be- 
lieve. I he defeuce. you may with the beft intentions fet up for 
iis, may be more hurtful than beneficial toourcaufe. Mr. Ro- 
biion, no d. ubt, thought that he was fpeaking in favor of the 
church of France, when he faid, that that church had long 
iince eftablilhed its independence of the Court of Rome. If by 
the Court of Rome he means the temporal dominion of the 
Pope, the French had no great trouble in eftabiiihing fuch an 
independence, as it never recognized any fuch dominion ; if he 
means the purely fpiritual jurifdi'clion or the Pope, neither our 
•Catholic Biihops, Clergy, nor Laity, ever wifhed to throw it 
<off. They all continue to beiieve what they always have be- 
lieved, that the Pope, as fucceflbr of St. Peter, has the juris- 
diction as tirll pallor over the Church of France, as he has o- 
ver all others, livery one knows, that this jurifdi^ioncf the fo- 
vereign Pontiff is held in our faith as an eiTential point oft he 
hierarchy ertablimed by Chrift; but every one alio knows, that 
thejurifdiclion of the Pope, as well as that of all Biihops, is 
not of this world ; that it does not militate in any way with 
the duties we two to our fovereigns ; that it can never abf >ive 
us from the fidelity and fubmiffion which we owe to the Saws 
of the State. I. therefore, here proteft againft all thofe who 
may choofe to interpret the efteem I have declared to entertain 
for Mr. Robifon't work as alluding to thole parts of it that are 
abfoluteiy contrary to my faith. On this occafion alfo I beg to 
ebferve, that in the cafe of the prefent Revolution both Pro- 
tectants and Catholics mould unite, and lay aflde the : r preju- 
dices againft each other, to combat the impiety of the Jaco- 
bins, as their aim is to annihilate the religions of both. Betide, 
Avhat party has a right to boaft, when the revolution is con'iJ- 
€ied; Sptfrtaw-Weiihaupt and Cato-'Zwack were two apos- 
tate Catholics — Pblto Knig^e and Luci a n-Nicom two apos- 
tate Proteftants — Thomas Paine an apellate Anglican- In 
France, the Catholic citizens of Paris, the Protectant citizens 
of N i fines ; in Ireland, large portions of a Catholic populace 
fcrgaaized into a revolutionary at my under Proteft ant chick. 
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had he had, as we have, the whole hiftory of their pretend* 
ed Mafonry before him, a mere fi&ion of the Illuminees 
to dupe the Mafons, and avert the attention of the public 
from the true confpirators); notwithftanding this vari- 
ance, I (ball never hefitate to acknowledge, that he is en* 
titled to the thanks of his fellow- countrymen for having 
denounced a confpiracy that threatens this, as much as it 
does any other nation; I (hall always bear willing tefti- 
mony to the juftice of his caufe, to the ardor of his zeal, 
and to the uprightnefs of his intentions* Meanwhile, till 
he may judge it proper to publi(h his proofs on the Illu* 
minifm of certain Englifli Mafonic Lodges, I (hall men- 
tion a few circumftances that have come to my know- 
ledge. 

To my certain knowledge, there are two men in Kng* 
land who have been tampered with by the Apoftles of U- 
luminifm. One of thefe, who belongs to the Navy, ftill 
preferves that honeft indignation which muft naturally 
anfe in an upright heart at feeing itfelf fo atrocioufly du- 
ped by an Infinuator, who, under pretence of initiating 
him into the fecrets of Mafonry, was plunging him head 
foremoft into Illuminifm. The other, a man of great 
merit, who might have known more had he not difcover- 
ed his real fentiments; but his letters bear teftimony of 
the following particulars : 

Of thofe books which (how the multitude of Illumini- 
zed Lodges* there is one bearing the title of Paragrafin\ 
and it is often put into the hands of certain candidates by 
the Infinuators. In this produ&ion we may fee the tra- 
velling adept Zimmerman boafting of having illuminized 
Lodges in England, juft as he had done in Italy and Hun- 
gary. In fome of thefe Lodges the tenets of Illuminifm 
were well received ; but of five that have come to my cor-* 
refpondent's knowledge, two foon abandoned the myfte- 

In Germany, the Illuminees take their origin in a Catholic 
Uniyerfity, and all the Lutheran Univerfities are full of Illa- 
minizing Profefbrs. Such confiderations as thefe fliould cer- 
tainly put an end to reproach on either fide, I muft confefs, 
that the Lutherans and Calvinifts with whom I correfpond in 
"Germany are much more candid; they fpare neither fide, and 
are the firft to point out thofe of their own perfuafion who are 
tainted with Illuminifm. They behold the Jacobins as enemies 
to every religion; and when Jacobinifm is in queftion, they 
wifely conf.fi the necefihy of uniting ail parties to crufh th|K 
hydra. 
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Hfes of the modern Spartacus y the other three are not 
known to have rejected them. 

Another apoftle foon fucceeded to Zimmerman ; this 
was a Doctor Ibiken^ an aflutned name, perhaps, as it was 
cuftomary with the travelling adepts to change their 
names according to circumftances. Whatever may have 
been the cafe, this lbiken y an emiffary of the Eccleciic 
Lodges of Illuminifm, began by uniting with fome Qua- 
kers. He was afterwards received into certain Lodges, 
and introduced fome of the preparatory degrees. He even 
fucceeded in completely illuminizing fame of the duped 
brethren. He alfo boafted of his fuccefTes in Ireland and 
England. He would foretel to his Englifh pupils, that a 
great revolution was about to be operated in the pitiful 
and miferable Mafonry of their country. Thofe to whom 
this language was perfectly unintelligible at the time, have 
told me, that they have perfectly understood his meaning 
fince they have perufed my publication. They have loft 
fight of the Doctor, which was the natural confequence 
of his being admonifhed to depart with his myfteries by 
thofe who watch over the public fafety. 

Another emifiary foon after appeared, and coming from 
America under the name of Reginhard y declared hi'ti- 
Cdfzn Alfacian, and formerly an Almoner in the French 
navy. He expected to be well received by certain En- 
gliih Lodges in correfpondence with thofe he had juft 
left at Bolton, and which, according to his account, had 
made a furprizing progrefs iince they had fraternized with 
the brethren that had gone from France to America. — » 
This Reginhard did not appear (a zealous as the other 
apoftles; he even fignified his difguft with a miffion that 
fo little became his ftation of life. It was through him 
more particularly that my correfpondent became acquaint- 
ed with the cxiitence of Illuminifm on the banks of the 
Thames. , 

This is certainly enough to prove, that the Illuminw 
zation of England was not neglected by the confpiring 
brethren. I will fay more, that notwithstanding the hon- 
orable exception I have made in favor of the Englilh 
Lodges, I am no longer furprized to hear of Illuminifm 
being well received by certain Lodges. And here I think 
it necelfary to repeat, that when I made the exception, I 
only meant to fpeak of what is called the National Ma* 
fonry^ rejlrified to the firji three Degrees* I fliould have 
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been more circumfped in my exception, had I known of 
a pamphlet, entitled, Freemasonry: a Word to the 
Wife. Here, in vindication of the Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land, I fee the moft violent complaints preferred againft 
the introduction of a variety of degrees, of which, in a po- 
litical point of view, it is certainly the duty of a well-or- 
dered government to reprefs the vice and immorality; the 
impiety of the Roficrucians is particularly complained of 
(page 9); and I think that in the courfe of thefe Me* 
moirs 1 have pretty clearly proved, that from the pro* 
found Roficrucian to the myfteries of Weifhaupt there 
is hut a fhort ftep. 

There is alfo extant another work, printed fifty years 
«go, On the Origin and Doftrine of Freemafons. This 
Work would have been of the greateft ufe to me had it 
fallen *nto my hands a little fooner. Let me no longer be 
accufed of having been the firft to reveal, that an impious 
and Oiibrganizing Equality and Liberty were the grand 
fecret of the Occult Lodges. The author of this work 
was as pofitive in this aflertion as myfelf, and at that time 
clearly demonftrated it, by following, ftep by ftep, the 
Scotch degrees of Mafonry as they exifted in thofe days. 
Time, may have changed certain forms ; but all the nu- 
merous degrees ftyled philofaphical have not been able to 
a< d an iota to the iyftems at that time followed in the 
Lodges of the Scotch Arcbitefts. That fpecies of Mafons 
is as bad as the Illuminees. It can fcarcely be conceived 
with what art they proceed. As they are ftill extant in 
Great Britain, it is not too late to point the attention of 
the ruling powers toward them. Let us proceed at once 
to their laft myfteries. 

Ck When a candidate prefents himfelf to be received a 
< c Scotch Architect) the tyler alks him, whether he has a 
" vocation for Liberty ', Equality, Obedienu », Courage, and 
tt Con/lancy." When the candidate has anfwered Yes, he 
is introduced into the interior of the Lodge, Here it is 
no longer the reprefenfcition of the Temple of Solomon, 
but ot rive animals, the Fox, the Monkey, the Lion, the 
Pelican, and the Dov*. The Signs, and the word Ado- 
nai, being given to the candidate, the orator begins an 
enigmatical difcourfe, of which the following is a part; 
Xc Craftinefs, jyijjimulation, Courage, Love, Sweetnejs\ 
44 Cunning, imitation, fury, piety, tranquillity; mifchief, 
u mumckry, cruelty, goodneis, and friendliiip, are all one 
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** and the fame thing, and are generated in the fame thing. 
<c They feduce, infpire joy, give rife to forrow, procure 
<* advantage and ferene days. They are five in number, 
<c and ftill they are but one. Soon— pfoon — foon— by him 
" that was, is now, and ever fliall be, &c. &c." 

" The remainder of the difcourfe (fays my author) is 

* in the fame (train. However obfcure thefe things may 
tt appear, they are neverthelefs clear as day, if attention 
a be paid to the figures that denote the character of Free* 
« mafons. The craft inefs of the Fox denotes the art with 
* c which the Order hides its object. The imitation ofth* 
tt Monkey -typifies that fupplenefs of mind, that addrefs 
« with which the Mafons can accommodate themfelves 
u to the various talents and taftes of the candidates. The 
" Lion denotes the ftrength and courage of thofe who 
u compofe the fociety. The Pelican is the emblem of 
w the tendernefs that reigns among the brethren. The 

* peaceable demeanor of the Dove isreprefentativeofftf* 
*t peace of the golden age, or of thofe fercrie days that 

* Freemafons promife to the univerfe." 

The author from whom we made thefe extracts lived 
for a long time with Mafons of this fpecies. He was of- 
ten prefent at their Lodges and councils: He attended at 
their deliberations when contriving the means of accoirw 
plifhing their plans. He then continues to fpeak of the 
Initiation of a Scotch candidate: " There is no rule which 
" ordains, that the object of the Society fhould be made 
<c known to him in clear terms; but only in terms that 
<c would be inefficient to make him wholly underftand 
" the morality and polity that are uhiverfally received.—- 
"On the night of his reception they fimply tell him, that 
<c Equality and Liberty among the brethen is the fole ob- 
** jedt of the Society. But mould the new Jrchitecl fhow 
< c rigns of a perfect preparednefs for the ultimate myftery 
« of the Society, be is then let into the fecret> or rather 
tt informed of the grand objeel of the Society, which is tt> 
" reduce all men to a reciprocal Equality, and to 
cc reinjlate mankind in its natural Liberty. In ihort, 
" after a few days meeting, they openly declare, that the 
u expreflion of ejlablifhing Equality among men, and of 
" reinirating mankind in their natural liberty, indiflinft- 
li ly comprehends all ferfons of whatever quality orjla- 
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<f tion they may be y without excepting magijiratesj greaf^ 
"orfmalL"* 

7 he ceremonies and catechifm of this degree perfectly 
coincide with thefe explanations. In ihort, every thing fa 
clearly demonftrates Equality and Liberty to be the ul- 
timate object of their myfteries, that the author attributes 
the origin, or, at leaft, the reftoration of Mafonry to Crom* 
Weil and his Independents, The author would have Am- 
ply attributed the reftoration to him, had he been ac-r 
Suainted with the manufcript of Oxford. Inferences of 
le utmoft importance may be drawn from this work", 
both as to the hiftory of Freemafonry and the interefts of 
Governments. It is eaiily feen at prefent, that the difor- 
ganizing myfteries of the occult Lodges are at leaft an- 
terior to the reign of the French Sophifters. Thefe may 
bave new-modelled them after their fafhion, and multi- 

Elied and varied the degrees; but their principles had 
een received in the Lodges long before Voltaire wrote. 
■—The Knight Kadofch was already extant in the Scotch 
Architect. When the latter is aflced in his catechifm^ 
what he is called, he anfwers cunning and fimple\ the 
Kadofch may anfwer bold and impatient. The difference 
lies in the character, and not in the fyftems. This degree 
of Scotch Architect alfo explains whence the pre-emi- 
nence of the Scotch Lodges ar'ues, and why the Lodges 
of other countries are (o defirous of correfponding with 
the mother Lodge called the Lodge Jrferedom of Kilwin- 
ning, in Scotland. It is there that the famous Architects 
of Equality and Liberty are fuppofed to be the guardians 
of the laft myfteries. It was with this Lodge alfo, that a 
number of French Lodges at Marfeilles, Avignon, Lyons, 
Rouen, &c. &c. would be affiliated, notwithstanding the 
influence of the Grand Orient of Paris, f 

* Of the Origin of the Free-mafons, degree of Architect. 

f I have in mypofTeffion,the original of the patents empow- 
ering a Brother mafon to eretft Lodges under the direction of 
that of Rouen. A Provincial holds his rtfideoce at this latter 
place, and is entrufted with the power of judging the lawfuits 
or difTemions that may arife within his province ; but when any 
thing of great confequence has happened v it is referred to the 
Lodge of Heredom for judgment. Had Jofeph II, feen this, he 
nifght have called it an imperium in imperio, or an empire 
throughout all empires. The reader will remark, that the bre- 



Digitized 



by Google 



historical Part. 3 2 9 

In (hort, the difcovery of this degree of Grand Archie 
te£i is of importance to Governments in general, and par- 
ticularly to that of England; for it (hows the dangers to 
which a ftate is expofed where, in the midft of thofe breth- 
ren who dedicate themfelves to an innocent Equalitv, ex* 
ift a number fufficient to tranfmit the Grand Myfteries 
of the Se<St. 

Infpiteofall the fecrecy obferved by this fpecies of 
adept, who is there that can view their very exiftence in 
any other light than as a perpetual confpiracy again ft the 
ftate? How then can we be furprifed if the Illuminees 
found perfons in thefe countries willing to fraternize with 
them, and to combine their plots with thofe of the mis- 
sionaries? However pure the generality of the Englifli 
Lodges may be, is not this enough to Ihow that the moft 
difaftrous plots may fuddenly burft from the Lodges; and 
that the prefence of virtuous men may only ferve as a 
cloak to the defigns of the wicked ?-^-Do not let me be 
told, that the Good counteract the evil intentions of the 
Wicked; for the latter can find means of meeting un- 
known to the former, though the fame Lodge may be an 
afylum for them both. There are Lodges now extant, 
that (to ufe the expreflion of a brother who frequented 
them a few months fince) would not admit afingle Aris- 
tocrat, — My reader rnuft underftand fuch language ? — » 
There are Lodges the entries to which are perfect laby- 
rinths. The adepts do not go out by the fame houfes as 
they entered; and, the more completely to baffle the vi- 
gilance of the constituted authorities, they have changed 
their dreffes. 

But let us for an inftant fuppofe, that the Sect could 
rpake no impreflion on the Englilh Lodges, we know thafc 
Qhauvelin and fandernoot) on quitting London, left their 
emiflaries behind: public danger is beft probed by pri- 
vate fa&s; and the reader will not be furprifed when he 
fees me defcend to the following particulars relative to 
the emiflaries of Jacobinifm in England. 

Having been honored with the acquaintance of Mr, 

Tt 

thren fay, Hetedom (Harodim), is a Hebrew word (jgmfying * 
§hlefs or governors. It is alfo to be remembered, that there is 
another degreeof Grand Architecl entirely different from that; 
which I have juft defer ibed. The multiplicity of thefe de* 
grces oaly fare the better to hide their objjc&. 
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Burke, 1 introduced to him a gentleman who wiflidf to 
confult him with refpe& to a letter written to Manuel* 
who at that time governed the Commune of Paris, in con- 
junction with Tallien, the fanguinary butcher of tfee Woo* 
tty September. This was in the firft year of my emigra- 
tion. 7"he letter had been written for a French nobleman, 
who, wi filing to return to Paris, thought it might be ad- 
vantageous to get a letter of recommendation to Manuel 
from a Jacobin then refident in London. This noble-* 
man's wife fufpe&ed fome treachery, and opened the let- 
ter. The epittle really began with a fort of recommenda- 
tion, but ended with faying, a this nobleman rs, after an\ 
a rank ai iftoerat, who ought to be got rid of by the pikes 
or the guillotine, that he may not return any more to Lon- 
don/' In the body of the letter an account was given to 
\ Manuel of the fiate of the brethren in London, Among 

other things it ftated, thatyfo<? hundred perfons werepre- 
fent at their laft meeting; that they were ardent in the 
caufe; that their numbers daily increafed, and that every 
thing denoted the beft difpofitions for hoifting the revo* 
lutionary ftandard. This letter was immediately laid be- 
fore the miniftry. 

Notwithstanding every method was adopted that wfs- 
dom could fuggeft, the partizans of the Se& increafed, 
iiiftead of diminifhing; and, in a ihort tirrre, there were 
at leair fifteen hundred confpirators in London, worthy of 
being marfhalled by Jourdan Coup-tete. There were at 
the lame time in London two men who had been educa- 
ted in ail the arts of the police of Paris, and they weredr- 
d red to enquire into the ftate of the foreigners, and tor 
diiringuifh the real emigrants from the new comers. It 
was loon difcovc red, that a banditti of all nations, crimi- 
nals from the Bicetre, from the galiies> and who had es- 
caped the gallows; the chofen bands in ihort, of Necker^ 
Orleans, and Mirabeau, had been fent into England by 
their fuccetfors of the great club, to effe£r> a fimilar revo- 
lution. It was in confequence of this that the Alien Bill 
was enadted. 

But the Se& is relentlefs; it roars at the very idea of 
the obftacles it has met with in England, At London, at 
" Edinburgh, at Dublin, it has its national brethren, its con- 
(piring and Correfponding Societies. In London we fee 
the duped brethren of the highelt ariftocracy proclaiming 
the jive re ignty oj the people at their revels* whi]e* in tfe$, 
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hidden retreat of their fecret focieties, other brethren are 
plotting how to put the fortunes of the ariftocratic dupes, 
of the banker, and of the merchant, in requifition for th« 
ufe of thztfovereign people-, in thofe fame recefies, under 
pretence of Reform^ do they wifh to erefl on the ruins of 
the Britifla constitution* the reveries of a Paine, a Syeyes, 
or of the Pentarques; they wiih to plant that tree of E- 
quality and Liberty whofe nourifhrnent is gore and pill- 
age, whofe fruit is murder, mifery, and exile. Others are, 
training their deluded followers to affaflination, and are 
forging pikes*-— Yes, the fcourge has been wafted acrofs 
the ocean with all its plotsi the adepts have not forgotten 
the land of their anceftors, the Puritans, Anabaptifts, and 
Independents. They have difcovered their progenitors in 
thofe fame dens to which Cromwell had confined them, 
after having, through their means, dethroned and mur- 
dered Jus king, duTolved the parliament, and feduced the 
nati,on to his yoke. The brethren of Avignon recognized 
the Uluminees of Swedenbourg as their parent Sect; nei- 
ther were they unmindful of the embaffy fent them by the 
Lodge of Hampftead. Under the aufpices of De Mai- 
naudujCy they have feen their difciples thirfting after that 
celeftial Jerufalemy that purifying fire (for thefe are the 
pxpreffions I have heard them make ufe of j that was to 
kindle into a general conflagration throughout the earth 
by means of the French revolution— and thus was Jaco- 
bin Equality and Liberty to be univerfally triumphant e- 
ven in the ftreets of London. 

But what a concatenation of confpiracies will the his- 
torian find when he fball turn to the archives of thole 
focieties ftyling themfelves of Conftitutional Information 
or Correfponding. Here, however, Juflice and the Senate 
have interpofedj they have torn away the mafk, and be- 
hold the brethren of Edinburgh bound in the fame plots 
and machinations as thpfe of Dublin^ of London^ of Sbef- 
fields of Manchejier^ of Stockport, of Leicejler y and of ; ' 

many other towns, all uniting their wiihes, invitations, 
and addrefles to the Jacobin Legiflators.* The Mother 

* I have annexed a more extenfive application of thefc Me- 
moirs to Irelaod and Great-Brit?in at the end of this fourth 
Volume. Let me on this occafion beg and befeech every Ma- 
giftrate and every Clergyman, whofe province it is more par- 
ticularly to inftrudt and guide the people at large, and for whom 
'this work is igore particularly adapted, to read once more and 
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Society at once demonstrates aH die arts of the Setrtt 
Committers of thi Grand Orient under Philip of Orleans ; 
the deep cunning of the Bavarian Areopage under Wei- 
{haupt; and the profligate means of fedu£tion of HoU 
tatb's Club under D'Alembert. All thefe they combine 
in hopes of hurrying away a generous nation into the fink 
of impiety, and thence to rebellion; they combine, id 
hopes of uniting the councils and the efforts of the difpef s~ 
ed brethren in the caufe of revolution. Subfcriptions are 
raited in Great Britain and Ireland, as they were in France, 
to print Paine's Code of Rebellion, and circulate it from 
the town to the village, and even in the very cottager- 
Others of the brethren are diftributing* at their own ex- 
penfe, all the poifons of infidelity, nor do they blufh to 
go and afk fubferiptions from houfe to houfe for the re- 
printing of the moft profligate and impious productions 
of Voltaire, Diderot, Boulanger, La Metherie, and of o- 
ther Deifts or Atheifts of the age, and this under the /pe- 
cious pretence of enlightening igmranee y and bow ? by 
putting all the blafphemies of the Sophifters intt&he hand* 
of the people. 

The brethren of Edinburgh, like thbfe of Berlin, were 
hot to be contented with the mere arts of fedu&ion. One 
niight be led to think that the adepts Watt and Downie 
had received their inftruclions from the Pruffian Areo- 
gage. Notwithstanding the immenfc diftance that divides 
Edinburgh from Berlin, they adopted precifely the fame 
plan to draw off the attention of the troops by means of 
the burning of fomc houfe, and while the foldiery fhouJd 
be occupied with extinguifhing the fire to fall on them, 
and in the midft of this popular commotion to proclaim 
the Jacobin Code. — In London have we not feen regi* 
eides? At Paris, Lewis XV L captive in his capital, was 
dragged to the guillotine. At Ublingen, Lewis XVIIL 
when a fugitive, was wounded in the head by a ball. In 
London, was George III. in the midft of the acclama- 
tions of his fubje&s, aimed at by the regicide crew 5 and 
if Heaven averted the ball, is the Sect lefs treacherous or 

with attention the Reports of the Englifh Houff of Commons 
made in 1 79 *. After having perufed thefe Memoirs, they will 
view them in a very different light from what they formerly 
did. Tranf. 

* 1 houiands of that abominable pamphlet were fent out tf 
the Bfitifh eftabliuunents in the Eaft-Indies. Tranf. 
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Itefs abominable, becaufe it did not fucceed in its foul at* 
tempt ? At length, difdaining obfcure crimes, and aiming 
at the annihilation of the Throne, of the Parliament, and 
of the whole Britifli Conftitution, they attempt tofeduce 

the legions of the empire from their allegiance by means 
of the moft inflammatory hand-bills; they would per- 
fuade gallant troops to (hake off difcipline and butcher 
their officers, as had been done in France. Emiffaries 
found their way into the fleets; and the failors were for 
5k time deluded by the fophifms of thofe feducers, who 
wiftied to pervert the bold opponents of the Jacobins on 
the ocean, into the treacherous abettors of thofe fame Ja- 
cobins that dare not face an honeft tar. In Ireland, they 
aflume another form; independence in church and ftate 
is held out to a deluded people by the emi ffaries of thofe 
who have obliterated every worfhip and every law in 
France, in Corfica, in Belgium, in Savoy, in Holland, in 
Italy, to fubject the miferable inhabitants of thofe once 

flouri&ing countries to the tyranny of the Pentarques . 

In that unfortunate country all the arts of feduclion have 
been played off that Illuminifm could invent, and its per- 
juries have raged to a frightful exccfs. There did the le- 
gions of the Se£t, conceiving themfelves powerful in their 
numbers, fally forth from their lurking places. It was no 
longer a partial treafon to be punlfhed; the force of ar- 
mies was neceffary to crufh whole legions of rebels who 
were daily expecting fuccour from a foreign foe. 

But, Praife be to God on high, who, in his mercy, has 
counteracted the malice of fuch plots, of fuch feditions: 
Praife be to the all-powerful God, who has preferved this 
ftate from the machinations of its enemies ! — May the 
Hiflorian, after having traced the origin, the code, the re- 
union, the attempts, and the fucceffes of fuch numerous 
confpiring Sects, againft God and his Son, againft thrones 
and kings, againit fociety and its laws, repofe himfelf, and 
complacently view the happinefs of thefe Ifles, when he 
comes to treat of the land that has proved an afylum to 
fo many unfortunate victims ! May he triumphantly fay, 
" There it was that the (urges of in fur recti on were dafh- 
ed back upon itfelf, the attempts of Jacobinifm were as 
Vain as the efforts of its fleets." — Happy fhall we be, ir, 
by entering into this difquifition on the fury of Jacobin- 
ifm, we {hall have contributed to awaken the attention of 
nations to the true eaufes of all their misfortunes and re- 
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vohitionary difafters !— /Thrice happy fhall Webe, if we 
Qull have ("ucceeded in guarding this nation againft the 
dangers with which it is threatened; a natron to which 
the world looks up for its fafety; a nation which, in its 
beneficence, is become our adoptive country. May it 
ever behold us offering up our prayers to heaven for the 
prefervation of its king, and for its profperky, with all 
that affeihon and s*eal that nature infpires for one's na- 
tive foil ! 

. To pcefume that we, have fulfilled our taflc in fiich a 
manner as not to ftand in need of the indulgence of our 
readers, would be impertinent. We ingenuoudy confefs 
•he inferiority of our -talents, and the many imperfe&ions, 
we are confcious muft exifi in Memoirs of fuch high im- 
portance to the public caufe. But with confidence we 
aflert, that we have never fwerved from truth. It has 
been our ctnftant and only guide in pointing out the cau* 
fes of the revolution, it flaali continue to be fo in treating 
of fuch means, and drawing fuch conclufions as muft ne- 
cefiarily follow from the fails demonftrated in the courfe 
of thefe Memoirs. 
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CONCLUSION. 



WHAT a painful and difgufting courfe have I at 
length terminated! — Wandering through- thoft 
fubterraneous haunts where, in the (hades of darknefs, 
confpirators were plotting againft all religion and focietyi 
I have frequently fhuddered with horror* and felt my cour* 
age finking ! Fired with indignation at the fight of fucft 
iniquity, fuch a concatenation of crimes ftill contriving^ 
how often have I faid to myfelf, Leave this abyfs of wkk± 
ednefs— fly the abodes of thefe vile and -monftrous cott* 
fpirators; it may be better even to fall their victim thail 
to fully one's mind with the recollection of facfc villanjr, 
treafon, and impiety, or to be the accufer to posterity, of 
the age in which we live.— But have I not cotempora^ 
lies to bp faved ? — There ftilj exift nations that have not 
bent beneath the Jacobin yoke 5 my tdlow-counttrymert 
may, perhaps, be induced to (hake off that yoke, what 
they are made acquainted with the unparalleled plots and 
artifices contrived for their fedu&ion. And ought not 
pofterity to be informed to what an extent this difoflrous 
Sedl raged in our days, that it may guard againft a 
renewal of fimilar horrors? Such thoughts infpired m£ 
with courage; they have carried me through this difguft- 
ing tafk; they were my fupport when overpowered with 
the odious fight of legions of confpirators conjuring up 
every hellifh art to heap mifery on the inhabitants of the 
earth : moreover the moft covincing proofs have never 
been wanting. 

But can it be poffible that my endeavors fhould prove 
fruitlefs? if fo, alas! let thefe pages be rent afunder; com- 
mit to the flames thefe Memoirs which bear teftimony of 
fuch a multitude of hideous plots 'that threatened fociety. 
Kings, Pontiffs, Magistrates, Princes, and Citizens of 
every clafe, if it be true, that I have attempted in vain to 
diflipate the fatal illufion; if it be true, that thepeftifer- 
ous blaft of Jacobinifm has deadened your fenfes, and 
plunged your ibuls into lethargy ; if k be true, that the 
torpor of indolence has rendered you callous to your own 
dangers, as well as thofe that threaten yottf children, you* 
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country, your religion, and your laws; if you are incapa- 
ble of the leaft effort, of the fmalleft facrifice for your own 
fefety and for that of the public ; if the world be peopled 
only by daftards, who are ready to fubmit their necks to 
the Jacobin yoke, let them be carried into bondage, let 
them be flaves to Jacobins and to their principles ; may 
their fortunes fall a prey to brigands; may their temples, 
thrones, governments, palaces, and habitations, fall be- 
neath the blows of the relentlefs Se& ! When you tear 
thefe pages, banish from your mind all prefageof difas- 
ters; pafs your days in joy, feftivity and merriment, till 
the knell of revolution mall found and ftartle ye from your 
Jethargy. The Jacobins will take upon themfelves the 
care of haftening the fatal hour. To announce it before- 
hand to fuch torpid- fouls would be to anticipate their fuf- 
ferings; no, fleep the fleep of death; may your ears be 
deaf to the found of thofe chains that are forging for you; 
approach not where truth may undeceive you ; no, follow 
in the retinue of fome falfc prophet that may beguile you. 
But fbould there be found men whofe manly courage 
ivould be fired with zeal for the public caufe at the very 
recital of fuch monftrous combinations againft church and 
ftate j for them I write; it is on them that I call when I fay, 
that notwitbftanding all the artifices of the various Seds, 
and the tremendous power which Jacobinifm has already 
acquired, Europe is not yet fubjedted to them. It is yet 
poffible to crufh that Se& which has fworn to crufhyour 

God, plunder your country, and annihilate fociety, , 

Your country and yourfelyes may ftill be faved. But iri 
the war that ihe Sed is waging againft you, as well as in 
all oiher wars, the firft requiftte for working your (afe- 
ly is the perfect conviftiop of your danger, and an accu-* 
rate knowledge of the enemy, of his plans,and of his means. 
It was not unintentionally that I heaped proof upon proof 
to demonftrate that Jacobinifm was a coalition of the $0- 
phifters of Impiety fwearing to crufli the God of the Gos- 
pel; of the Sopbtjiers of Rebellion fwearing to overturn 
the thrones of kings; and of the Sophifters of Anarchy 
con/piring not only againft the altar ai>d throne, but fwear-p 
ing to annihilate all laws, property, and fociety. I was 
certain that my readers would neglect all means of felfU 
prefervation fo loi>g as they were not convinced of their 
ganger, Should the proofs that I have adduced ftill leave 
thena in doubt as to the reality of the plots of the acu, 
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Khali have loft my labor; lean but weep over their 
felindnefs; they will have already fallen into that ftate of 
apathy into which the Se£t wiihes to plunge them. The 
lefs credit my readers (hall give to the reality of thefe plots, 
the more certain will the confpirators be of fuccefs. If 
then I farther infift, let my inftances meet with a candid 
reception; for, reader, it is yoiir fafety and that of the 
public weal that a&uates me. 

Let us then fuppofe, for example, that a perfon comes 
to warn you, that you are furrounded by men who, under 
the cloak of friendfhip, are only waiting for a favorable 
moment to execute an old plan which they have contriv- 
ed of robbing you of your money and property, of firing 
your habitation, nay farther, perhaps, of butchering your 
wife, your children, your relations; fuppofing that the in T 
telligence you have received of fuch a plot were fupport- 
ed but t>y 2l thoufandth part of the proofs that I have ad- 
duced of the plots contriving againft your country, and 
againft every ftate without exception, would you wafte 
{hat time in idle declamations and fuperfluous doubts on 
your dangers, which your perfidious friends were hufband- 
jng for your ruin ? or would you expert to fee perfons be- 

feeching you to watch for your own prefervation \ 

Well, I now wiflx to convince ye, whether princes, no- 
bles, rich, poor, burgefles, merchants, citizens, in fine, of 
every clafs, that all thefe confpiracies of the fophifticated, 
mafonic, or illuminizjng adepts, are confpiracies againft 
ypUr perfons, againft your property, (whether hereditary 
or mercantile,) againft your families, your wives and chil- 
dren. Are you wild enough to believe, that while your 
country is delivered over to the revolutionary conflagra- 
tion, an exception will be made in your favor, becaufe 
you inhabit fuch or fuch a place, counting-houfe, or cot? 
In the univerfal pillage of the ftate, (hail your property 
be more facred than that of your neighbor, and efcape the 
rapacity of the brigands, or the requihtion of their Pen- 
tarques? The chara&eriftic of a revolution made by fec- 
taries is, not that the danger is diminished by its univer- 
sality, but that terror, indigence, and flavery, rufti down 
like a torrent, fwallowing and beating down without di- 
ftin&ion every thing that is to be found on its paffage. 

In the whole progrefs of the Seft, wherever it has ac- 
quired fovereignty, in France, in Holland, in Brabant, in 
Savoy, in Switzerland, in Italy, fearch for a fingle man 
Uu 
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of property that has preferred it entire; a poor parent that 
has not had to fear for the requiiition of his children, or 
his own labor; a fingle family that has not to weep for 
the lofs or ruin of fome one of its branches; a fingle citi- 
zen that can lay himfelf down to reft with the profpedt of 
being able to fay, wht n he awakes, that his property, his 
liberty, his life, is any better guaranteed to him, than was 
that of the unfortunate vidlims whom he had feen during 
the day plundered of their property, dragged in chains, or 
falling under the infatiable guillotine. — No, they are not 
to beVound. Ceafe then, fluggard, to flatter thy felf. The 
danger is imminent, it is terrible, it ftares ye all in the 
face without exception* 

Yet fink not under the preffure of terror;, that would 
be cowardice indeed ; for, though fo pofitive as to the cer- 
tainty of your danger, I may boldly fay, Will it only, and 
your falvation is certain, I appeal to the Jacobins them- 
felves ; for how often have they repeated, that tt it is not 
poffible to triumph over a nation that is determined to de- 
fend irfclf," Will as they do and you will have little to 
fear from them. The true Jacobin is not to be difcour- 
cou raged by oppofition, 1 he myfteries infufe into the 
adepts a uniform, conftant, and relentless determination 
to attain the grand object in fpite of every obftacle; that 
oath, that irrevocable oath of overturning the whole uni- 
verfe, and fubje&ing it to their fyftems, is the true prin- 
ciple whence originate their refources; this fires the zeal 
of the adepts, and induces them to make fuch numerous 
facrihees; it infpires its warriors with enthuliafm; it cre- 
ates rage and fury in the heart of its brigands. It is this 
principle which conftitutes the Seel; in that its force re- 
fides; it is the director and mover of its adepts, whether 
in arms, in the clubs, in the lodges, or deliberating in the 
fenate. — -But what inferences may not nations draw from 
this very principle as to the nature of their plots? Does 
it not entitle us to fay, that the whole of the F rench revo- 
lution is nothing more than the offspring of that oath, of 
that premeditated determination of overturning the altar, 
the throne, and fociety, which the Seel has infufed into 
its adepts? It triumphs becaufe it knows how to will\ 
hence it is evident, that to render their efforts abortive we 
need only refolutely to will the falvation of the altar, of 
the throne, and of fociety, and they are faved. Let it not 
be faid, that the Jacobins alone can be fteady in their caufe 
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»nd predetermined on their objech To know the evils 
with which the revolution threatens you, and to determine 
baldly and refolutely to counteract them, does not cer- 
tainly difpenfe us from the obligation of applying to the 
means, and of makiflg the neceffary efforts and facriiices 
to deliver us from the fcourge; yet do not let it be tho't 
that it is idle in me toinfift on that boldnefs, fincerity, and 
determination. The French revolution is in its nature 
fimilar to our pafEons and vices: it is generaliy known, 
that misfortunes are the natural confluences of indulg- 
ing them 9 and one would willingly avoid fuch confe- 
rences: but a faint-hearted refiftance is made ; our pas-. 
fions and our vices foon triumph, and man is hurried away 
by them* 

But fliould I, on the Contrary, have fucceeded in infpir- 
ing you with the courage neceffary to make you ac"l with 
resolution* if you need but to know the true means of 
Counteracting the Se& to adopt a firm refiftance 5 then I x - 
may boldly fay, the Se& is cruflied, the difafters of the 
revolution (hall difappear.— -But {he reader, whofe human- 
ity might be alarmed at my faying the Seel is crujhcd^ 
fliould remember that when I faid/£* Seftmuji be crujh- 
*d or fociety overthrown^ I took care immediately to add, 
** Let it however be remembered, that to crulh a Seel: is 
Xi not to imitate the fury of its apoftles, intoxicated with its 
* c fanguinary rage and propenfe to enthufiaftic murder.— 
<c The Se& is monftrous, but all its difciples are not mon- 

* fters$ — yes^firike the Jacobin^ but fp are the Man ; the 
a Se<S is a fedl of opinion j and its deftruciion will be 
u doubly complete on the day when it ihall be deferted 
* c by its difciples, to return to the true principles of rea- 

* f i andfocial order/'* It is to reclaim the unfortunate 
vidtims of Jacobintfm from their errors, and to rcftore them 
to fociety, not to butcher them, that I have been fo long 
examining and tracing all the tortuous windings of the 
Se&; and I am overjoyed to fee that fuch weapons for 
&lf-prefervation are the natural refult of thefe Memoirs. 
How different are thefe arms from thofe with which the 
Sedl has provided its difciples. 

The Jacobins have feduced nations by means of a fub- 
terraneous warfare of illufion, error, and darknefs. — Let 
the honeft men oppofe them with wifdom, truth, and light, 

* See Preliminary Difcoourie, Vol. I. P. xiii. 
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The Jacobins are waging againft Princes and Govern* 
ments a war of hatred of the laws and of fecial order — -& 
war of rage and deftru£Hon$ let a war of focietyj human- 
ity, and felf-prefervation be waged againft them* 

The Jacobins are waging a war of impiety and cor- 
ruption againft the altars and religion of erery nation $ 
let morality, virtue, and repentance be oppofed to thern^ 

I explain:-^- when 1 fpeak of a fubterraneous warfard 
pf illufion, error, and darknefs waged by the Sec\ I al- 
lude to the productions of its fophifters, to the artifices of 
its emiflaries, and to the myfteries of its clubs, lodges, and 
fecret focieties. It would be ufelefs to conteft the point) 
for we have incontrovertibly demonstrated* that thofe have 
been, the preparatory means for all its revolutionary tri- 
umphs. It is by fuch means that Jacobinifm has infinua- 
ted itfelf under the fpecious forms of a djforganizing Equa- 
lity and Liberty, or of a chimerical Sovereignty of the 
People, which has ever been the cant of thofe factious tri- 
bunes, who, by flattering their pride, fought to enflave 
that fame people. It is by retailing all the fophifticated 
doctrines of the Rights of Man to the multitude, by vio- 
lent declamations againft the exifting laws, by captious 
and fallacious defcriptions of a fuppofed happinefs which 
they are preparing for us, by urging nationson to certain 
ejfays at leaft\ by fuch means, do the emiflaries of Jaco- 
binifm feduce nations, and imperioufly fway that public 
opinion which will fooner level your ramparts than all the 
artillery that they can bring againft them* From fuch 
incontestable fa£ts I conclude, that if it be your intention 
to guard againft the misfortunes which have befallen 
France, you muft begin by difarming the Seclrof all its 
means of illufion* Snatch from the hands of the people 
all thofe incendiary productions 5 but when I fay people, 
I mean from every clafs of focietyj for I know none that 
are proof againft illufion; more particularly would I fay, 
from that clafs which has been fuppofed to have been moft 
' abundant in learning* that clafs of literary fophifters, fuch 
as our Voltaires, D'Alemberts, Roufleaus,Diderois,our 
academicians, and our do&rineers of the reading focieties \ 
for this is the clafs of all others that has (hown us the ex- 
ample of the powerful illufion of fophiftry. It was from 
this clafs that the revolutionary minifters Necker and 
Turgot ftaned up; from this clafc arofe thofe grand re* 
Volutionary agents, the Mirabeaux^ Syeyes, Laclos, Crfn- 
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tidrciets; thofc revolutionary trumps, the Briflbts, Champ* 
forts, Garats, Merciers, Paftorets, Gudins, La Metheries, 
Lalandes, Cheniers; thofe revolutionary butchers, the 
Can-as^ Frerons* Marats; I will alfo fay of that clafs of 
advocates fo verbofe and fertile in delirium ; for from a- 
mong them fprung the Targets* Camus, Treillards, Bar- 
reres, and all the tyrants of the revolution* the Reveil* 
lere-Lepaux, Reubels* Merlins, and RobefpierreSi What 
have all thefe men proved, whether taken from the acade- 
mies or from the bar ?— that if they were the perfons 
whofe talents enabled them to reprefent all this fophiftry 
of impiety, of feditionj and rebellion, in the moft fedu* 
cing colours, they were alfo the perfons that were moft eafi- 
ly imbued With and drank moft deeply of the poifon;-* 
they were at once the moft readily tainted and the moft ' 
eager to taint others. — No; I can make no exception of 
claffes; none are entitled to an exception when i exclaim 
to Magiftrates and Sovereigns — Will you fave the peo- 
ple from the difafters of the French Revolution ? — then 
ihatch from their hands thofe incendiary productions — 
thofe libels of impiety and fedition. Let that man be pun- 
iihed as a traitor, who writes and circulates fuch writings, 
confcious of the injury he is doing to fociety; let him 
meet with the fate of a madman, if he thinks he can fe- 
duce, and ftop the confequences of (education* 

But I hear clamours on all fides ariiing in the literary 
world, of intolerance, of tyranny, of cramping genius !— 
I forefaw that I ihould have to treat with men lukewarm 
i'n the caufe, faying they were determined, neverthelefs un- 
willing; faying they detefted the revolution, but timor^ 
ous when it is to be cru(hed in the germ. But you, at 
leaft, who profefs to enlighten nations by your writings, 
to point out maxims to Princes for the happinefs of theit 
people, you who demonftrate the goodnefs of your inten- 
tions by the purity of your principles, by your zeal in de- 
fence of the laws, by the wifdom of your writings, is it 
from you* I afk, that fuch cries arife? — No^no: ibackles 
thrown on the venemous writer circulating his poifons, 
will never give concern to the honeft writer; againft 
laws prohibiting poignards none will rebel but the alfas- 
fin. Let us no longer be led away by the ftale cries of 
Liberty of the Prefs, Liberty of Genius; fuch cries in 
the mouths of the Jacobins will be but a Shallow cover to 
their defigns ;— -fee what the Seel does itfelf, left any writ* 
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cr fhould open the eyes ef the people by the expofitioa of 
real truth $ wherever the adepts have acquired dominion^ 
afk what is to be understood by liberty of thinking, of 
fpeaking, of writing. They deftroy not only the author, 
but feller, and even buyer of every book that combats 
their fyftems. The printing preffes of Crapard> the pub* 
lications of La Harpe, or the difcourfe of Camille du Jour-' 
dan, are fo many conspiracies puniflied by the Pentarques, 
with exile to Cayenne. It is high time for nations to o- 
pen their eyes, and difpel the illufion of all this pretended 
oppreifiim of thought and geniusv If Magiftrates are the 
dupes of fuch outcries, the people are the victims, and na- 
tions muft be preferved from the illufion that they majr 
be faved from die revolution^ It is the act of a father and 
not of a tyrant, that takes from the hands of his children 
fuch inftruments as may prove fatal to therm 

Let the fophifter talk of ufeful difcuflions. Go to an* 
ttquity, and queftion the Roman fenate why it drove from 
the foil of the republic that fwarm of Sophifts* juft arri- 
ved from the Grecian mores, {o expert in the quibbling 
arts; and the fenate will anfwer, that they do not. enter 
into difcuflions to know whether the plague is ufeful, 
that they haiien to feparate from their fellow countrymen 
whoever his been tainted with it, and to deftroy what- 
ever may propagate it. Guard the people, therefore, 
againft fuch vile inducers; tremble at the effe&s of their 
difcourfes; but fear frill more the poifons of their impi- 
ous and feditious productions^ 

Your laws pronounce death againft a traitor, though 
he betrayed his confpiracy but by a fmgle word ; and a 
confpiring fophifter may commune and habitually con- 
verfe with all your fubjecls by means of his writings ! he 
js in the midft of your families; he inftils his principles 
into your children; his arguments become more and 

* The viovdfophifler has been made life of throughout this 
work, to diftingtv.ih the modern rebels from the Greek Philo- 
fophers of the fchooi jf Sophifts. Johnfon, in his dictionary, 
defines Sophister as a difputant fctilacioujly fubtle; an art- 
ful but infidious logician; iuch is the fpecies of men that have 
been defcribed in chis work, who, conicious of their own fal- 
lacy, but acting the part of Satan to pervert mankind, ifhouid 
never be confounded with thole men of antiquity whofe fys- 
tems of d, Mutation may have been fallacious, but whofe inten- 
tions were upright, and who did not combat every facred or 
focial principle in hopes of fubverting fociety. Tranf* 
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more cogent; he dwells on them; they are prefented un-» 
der all the dazzling colors that a perfidious genius could 
invent alter a long ftudy how to feduce your offspring, 
lead them aftray, or ftir them up to revolt againft yow ! 
The treafon fpoken by the Jacobin, and for which he has 
been punched, may have made but a flight impreffion on 
his hearers; but this labored and ftudied concatenation^ 
of fophifms will make a deep imprefljon. Your laws 
muft be inefficient indeed if the revolutionary writer is 
not ftamped as the moft baneful of confpirators; and, 
Magiftrate? whoever you are, you muftbemofi unmindful 
of your duty, if you allow his writings to circulate freely 
through town and country, 

Are you ftill a ftranger to the immenfe power that 
fuch productions has given to the Sect? The revolution 
has not been ungrateful, and its gratitude points out its; 
progenitors. Follow the Jacobin to the pantheon; fee 
to whom he has decreed honors, to whom he <k>es ho^ 
mage; aflc him how Voltaire or Jean Jaques can have 
deferved fuch tribute, fuch honors, He will tell you, that 
thofe men are no more, biit that tfyeir fpirit has furvived 
them in their writings, and more powerfully combat for 
the caufe of Jacobinifm than all their armed legions. — * 
fJere they prepare the minds and hearts of the people tor 
our principles; there they gain over the public opinion 
to our caufe ; and when once that has declared for us, we 
may boldly proceed to certain triumph, Should fuch hon- 
ors dazzle any writer for an inftant, let him (top and be- 
hold the (hades of the victims facrificed to the revolution 
flitting round the monuments erected to thefe revclution r 
ary deities; fee them ghaftly and enraged, paffing from 
the urn that contains the alhes of Voltaire to that of\ 
Roufleau; hear them exclaim in bitter reproaches,— • 
w Be fatiated with the fumes of Jacobin incenfe ! it is 
not on Jacobins that we call down vengeance from hea- 
ven, for you were our real murderers ! You are now 
the object of their adoration; but you were our firft 
executioners, you brought our I£in£ to the fcaffold, you 
ftill continue to be the butchers of our progeny. — O ye 
Idols of blafphemy and of anarchy ! may their blood, may 
our blood, may all the blood that (hall be fpilt by the bri- 
gands formed at your fchools, fall back upon you !" 

Ye whom the God of fociety has endowed with ta- 
lents which you may turn to the detriment or conferva* 
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tion of fociety, beware that fuch curfes do not fall upon 
you, flee from any thing that may breed remorfe. Be not 
dazzled with the Jacobinical tribute paid to thefe fophis- 
ters of darknefs ; they may have fucceeded in obfcuring 
the light ; it is your duty to rend the cloud afunder, and 
bear in triumph the fundamental truths. The God who 
formed man for fociety did not give him the code of E- 
quality and Liberty, the code of Rebellion and Anarchy. 
The God who fupports fociety by the wifdom of the laws, 
never abandoned the making or fan&ioning of thofelaws 
to the caprice of the multitude. The God who has point- 
ed out the empire and ftability of the laws as inherent to 
that fubordination of the citizens to the magiftrates, and 
to their fovereigns, did not create as many magiftrates 
and fovereigns as he did citizens, The God that has 
bound all claiTes together by their mutual wants, and 
who, in confequenee of this diverfity of wants, has en- 
dowed men with a variety of talents for different arts 
and profefiions, has not given the fame rights to the me- 
chanic or to the fbepherd as he has to the prince that is to 
prefide over the ftate, Reftore to thefe fimple and plaia 
truths, all that refplendency which has for a moment been, 
ebfcured by the fophifters of rebellion; and the dangers 
of the revolution will foon difappear. Be as carneft in 
reftoring the people to light, as the Jacobins have been 
in plunging them into darknefs. Reftore them to their 
principles pure and untarnifhed. There is no compound- 
ing with error; the Se£t cares not by which road illu- 
lion may lead you to revolution, provided you do but fall 
a vi&im. Some it will attack with anti-religious fophifms, 
while it tampers with others by means of its antifocial 
- fophiftry. To fome it will unfold but a part of the con- 
fequences to be drawn, point out but one half of the ca- 
reer that is to be run, or, under pretence of reform, pro- 
poie fome few effays or new means to be tried. But far be 
driven from us thefe demi-geniufes of demi-revolutions 
with their long train of demi-confequences ? This is the 
tribe whence the Se& will fele& a La Fayette or a Neck- 
er, pufh them forward as long as they can ferve the caufe, 
and then abandon fuch non-entities; or thofe open re- 
bels ftyling themfelves Conftitutionalifls, or thofe others 
called (probably through derifion) Monarchies. They 
were the beginners of the revolution, and are at this prc- 
fent day imbecile enough to teftify their furprize at other 
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febels having fhivered a fceptrc which they had begun by 
disjointing. Writers of this fpecies, fo far from enlight- 
ening the people, only contribute to lead them into the 
path of error; and that was the tafl$ of the firft revolu- 
tionary adepts. 

In your writings beware of falling into an error fimi- 
Jar to that of a celebrated author, who thinks he is ferving 
the caufe of monarchy when defcribing religion as a fruit? 
lefs ally. How is it poffible that he fhould not better feel 
the confequences of that farcaftic fentence borrowed from 
Bayle and Rouffeau, he who, in the midft of the rnoft 
preffing and mqft appofite exhortations to princes to unite 
and combine againft Jacobinifm, forgets himfelf fo far as . 
to fay, tf In a fimilar crifis, the Romans would have flown 
** to arms refolved to conquer or die, the primitive Chris- 
€i tians would have fung hymns to Providence and rujhed 
li to martyrdom ; their fucceflbrs neither die nor fight.*'* 
Moft undoubtedly, it cannot be the intention of the au- 
thor to revive that contempt which the Sophifters fo much 
affe& for Religion j but what a falfe policy to reprefent 
that alledged nullity as inherent to Chriftianity at a time 
when the courage of nations mould be ftirred up againft 
the revolutionary tyrants ! Happily it is not true, that the 
primitive Chrittians would only have fung hymns to Pro- 
vidence and rufbed on to martyrdom. The primitive 
Chrittians were not ideots ; they did not confound the 
legitimate powers, which they could only oppofe by the 
courage of martyrs, with the ufurped power of a tyrant 
or of barbarians that came to inundate the empire. They 
could conquer or die under the ftandard of the Csefars as 
manfully as the Romans; nay, they furpaffed them in cou r 
rage and refignation, and their apologifts were well 
grounded when they fet the Sophifters at defiance to point 
out a fingle coward or traitor among the Chriftian le- 
gions. Jn our days too, did thofe heroic Chriftians of 
the Vendee content themfelyes with finging hymns, they 
whofe courage was more terrible to the republicans tharj 
all the combined forces of Glairfait or Beaulieu I Where 
have we feen any of our emigrants that havediftinguifh- 
cd themfelves by their piety, chanting hymns to Pro- 
vidence during the hour of battle ? Whence this triple 
X x 

* Mercure Britanmque^ Vol. I. No. IV. P. 292. 
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infult to the Chriftian hero, to his religion, and to tie 
very evidence of reafon? Whence this affe&ation of re- 
presenting the powerful and active incitements of Chrift- 
ian ity as ufelefs to governments? Is not the crown of a 
foldier dying for laws or for his king, which his God 
commands him to defend, as valuable as your laurel- 
wreath ? Tell then the Chriftian foldier, that the coward 
and the traitor (hall not enter into the kingdom of Hea- 
ven, and fee whether he will not conquer or die. You 
think that you are ferving the caufe of fociety againft Ja- 
cobinifm by reprefenting Chriftianity as imbecility. Ja- 
cobins would reward fuch forcaftic fentences, becaufe 
they forefce their confequences. Are our writers then to 
be always outwitted by theirs; they can combine their 
efforts againft the altar and the throne; and (hall we 
never be able to defend the one without betraying the in- 
terefts of the other ? 

What can be the caufe of fuch imprudence, fuch falfe 
lights ? Neither do they ftudy fufficiently the ScA nor its 
arufices. They wifti to be blind to its power, and even to 
its influence. I alfo am an admirer of the vigor of that 
fame writer, who leeks to ftir up the courage of nations ; 
but fhould he miftake the real caufes of our misfortunes, 
what have we not to fear from writers who are endowed 
neither with his knowledge or his energy ? Will not the 
Sect rejoice to hear htm lay, " it is far more to that con- 
u tinental fatalifm than to the llluminees, that we are to 
u attribute the lethargy of the higher orders ef fociety ?" 
•I know not what continental or infalzr fatalifm can fig- 
nify. God forbid that Princes fhould tor an inftant be- 
lieve in it, for it would only be immerfing them frill deep- 
er in their lethargy. No efforts are made againft fatality; 
I know, at leaft, that the llluminees would rejoice to fee 
no credit given to their exifting influence; for the lefs 
they (hall be feared in confequence of your writings, few- 
er will be the precautions taken to guard againft them. 
I am pofitive, that had you ftudied one half of the arts 
employed by the Infinuators to feduce the higher claffes, 
and even courts themfclves, you would be the firft to find 
a very different caufe than fatalifm for the continental 
lethargy.* 

* It is evident, however, that the author of the Britijh Mer- 
cury never wifhed to favor the llluminees. He is as indignant 
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Far be from me the abfurd pretenfion of alone enjoy- 
ing the means of giving ufeful counfels. It is, on the 
contrary, becaufe I wifli that the public fhould be im- 
proved by your*s, that I am eager to fee you better in- 
formed of the real caufe of all our misfortunes. I could 
wifh to fee a holy league formed of fuch men of talents 
as are really actuated with a true zeal againft the revolu- 
tionary errors. My reader has feen the baneful effe&s 
of that coalition of the fophifticated writers of Holbach's 
Club, of the Sophifters of the Mafonic and of the Illu- 
minia&ed Lodges ; he has feen the influence of their prin- 
ciples on the public opinion, and of opinion on our mis- 
fortunes; why (hould not virtuous and learned writers 
then unite in their efforts to bring back the public opin- 
ion and the people to the true principles, by laying open 
all the artifice and cunning that has been employed by the 
Sect to feduce them. 

The Code has been explicit on the means to be em- 
ployed for the fedu&ion of youth, a time of life moft ac- 
ceffible to illufion. Will not virtuous fathers take upon 

as we are at the fucceffes of the inept Philofephifls of modern 
republicanifm<> of that revolutionary warfare waging againft 
property and the laws, of thofe young Jacobins juft coming 
from the Univerfity of Gottinguen. He is indignant at the 
audacity of the revolutionary letters and of the northern league f 
that is to fay, of a company of Theologians, Profefors, and Phi' 
lofophers ofHol/lein, who afk to form a central affembly, having 
under iriubordinue committees to form and direft public edu- 
cation, without being under any control of government ; laws ot 
religion (P. 19a). He would have fpoken juft as we have done 
of the Illumineesy had he known thefep^/Ytf/^/Wabfurdities 
and their fucceffes to be the work of the Seel ; that the youths ^ 

come from Gottinguen were juft arriving from a haunt oflllu- 
iDi'nifm ; that the northern league is nothing more than a branch 
of the German Union invented by the Illuminee Bahrdt; that 
the plan of education originated with the Illuminee Campe, 
heretofore paftor and preacher to the garrifon of Potzdam, call- 
ed to Brunfwick, protected by the firft miaifter, and decora- 
ted with the appellation of French Citizen* in recompenfe for 
what he has more particularly written on the independency of f 

education. — (See the Univerfal Revifwn of every thing relating 
to Schools, Vol. VI) I (hall therefore lepeat, Study the Se«5t, 
ftudy its code, its hiftory ; ftudy its means for feducing the 
Great; and, fo far from defpifmg the influence of the Se£l,you 
will find the caufe of that difaftrous lethargy which has feized 
on men whofe duty it is to be moft a&ive, far better explained 
than by your Fatalifm. 
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themfelves to difcard from their children matters of fulj>i-* 
eious ch ar afters j and books that diffeminate thefe poifons? 
Will not governments take as much pains to drive the 
adepts from the pulpit^ from the chairs of fcience and pro* 
fefforfhips, as we have feen the Se& taking to make it- 
felf matter of education and to corrupt youth ? Unhappy 
we, fhould the reader be affrighted at the detail of fuch 
precautions, while the Se£t attends to each particularity* 
and we have] feen it as eager for the nomination of a 
country fchoolmafterj as for the fuccefs of an adept at 
court, or the nomination of the general who is to com* 
mand its legions* 

One fpecies of illufion appears to be the favorite en-^ 
gine of Jacobin ifm, I mean that theory of effays in go* 
▼eminent, and thofe demi- reforms. No art has been 
more powerfully played off on the Englifh nation than 
this ; let the people be put on their guard againft this 
illufion ; let them be taught, that France alfo began by 
effays and demi-reforms ; I need not hint at their confer 

Juences. If it be neceffary to humble the pride of the 
acobin Sophifter, and blight the very idea of that pre- 
tended happinefs which they attach to their fyftems, let 
the people learn that fuch effays have long fince beeii 
made; that the brigands who appeared under the differ- 
ent denominations of Lollards, Bcgards, followers of John 
Wall, of Maillotin^ and of Muncer, all promifed the fu- 
preme happinefs of Equality and Liberty; that it was 
perfe&ly ufelefs to talk to us of the Philofopby of a revo- 
lution that Was nothing more than the repetition of the 
errors of certain Se<Ss of" which the barbarous and de* 
vaftating tenets could only be equalled by the horror and 
contempt in which they are held by our ancestors. When, 
Under pretence of arguing on certain truths the Jacobin 
* feeks to lead you into difcuffion, guard againft his fo* 
phiftry, by,anfwering, that ho argumentation can be held 
with Weifhaupt or Robefpierrej the firft will retail all 
the arguments of former brigands, the latter does what 
they did 5 for if our modern Jacobins have invented any 
thing of their own, it is a little more artifice and an un- 
paralleled ferocity. They are then th« more entitled to 
our contempt and hatred. 

If every where encountered by this two-fold fentiment, 
the Sedi will foon lofe that power of illufion which has 
prepared its triumphs* and you will fee ic ihrinking back 
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into its fubterraneous lurking places, the occult Lodged 
which have fo long fxnce offered it an afylum. There 
it will once more attempt to recruit its legions, and con-* 
trive plots for the fubverfion of the altar, of the throne, 
and of fociety. But here what honeft citizen can be 
blind to his duty ? Under whatever name, pretence, ot 
form, the magiftracy may have thought proper to tole^ 
rate thefe clubs, fubterraneous hiding-places, or Lodges 
of fecret focieties, what proofs are they waiting for to 
profcribe them all, now that they have (een legions of 
confpirators fallying forth frorti thefe recedes ? You who 
look upon yourfelves as entitled to an honorable excep- 
tion, why are you feated there (till ? You are tender of 
your perfonal loyalty* of your fidelity to your religion and 
to your country, how can you make fuch fentiments agree 
with your predile&ion for Lodges that you know to have 
been the afylum of the moft confpiring Se£ls i Do not 
pretend that it is us, for it is the Jacobins, the moil mon- 
ftrous chiefs of the Jacobins, their correspondence, their 
(peeches, and all the archives of their hiftory, that have 
unfolded to you the immenfe fupport they have derived 
from your myfteries and from all your fecret focieties, in 
the profecution of their confpiracies againft fociety in gc- 
xeraly agai nil all laws, and againft every altar. In vain 
ihall you attempt to hide it > no part of hiftory can be 
better authenticated ; thefe confpiracies are proved at any 
rate to have gained admittance into your Lodges, and to 
have acquired ftrength and numbers from them. Your 
particular Lodge may not be one of thofe with whofe 
honor the Se£t has tampered » we are willing to believe 
it; but what proofs can you adduce ? the Se& knows too 
well how to clothe perjury in the garb of innocence.— - 
We are willing to believe it, and that will be another 
motive why we fhould conjure you in the name of your 
country to abandon thofe Lodges. Your prefence is on- 
ly a cloak for confpirators. The more unblemifhed may 
be your chara&er of honor, the more will the confpiring 
adepts boaft of your name, and of the fraternity and in- 
timacy in which you live with them.— We addrefs our ' 
complaints to you yourfelves, but own that we have fuf- 
ficient grounds to addrefs them to the prince or to the 
fenate ; may we not with truth denounce you as demi- 
citizens, fince bjryour oath the interefts of the brother- 
hood are more dear to you than thofe of your fellow-fub* 
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jefis ? Are we not entitled to afk, whether you are not a 
fecret enemy to every citizen who has the intereft of re- 
ligion and his country at heart, fince you are a membefr 
of a fecret fociety, under the cloak of which a multitude 
of brethren are fconfpiring againft our religion and our 
laws, and that it is impoflible to diftinguifh the innocent 
from the guilty i What right would you have to com- 
plain if the fenate and your prince were to exclude you 
from your magiftracy, or from every office that requires 
the whole attention of an impartial citizen, and on whom 
no fufpicion can alight, as it appears that your affection 
is at leaft divided between fociety in general and your fe- 
cret focieties, as that affection, according to your own 
laws, mult be greater for the members of your fecret foci- 
eties than for us; fince, in fhort, it has been demonftrated, 
that a large portion of the members of fecret focieties are 
mere confpirators ? In vain will you object that you have ne* 
ver witneffed any thing reprehenfible in the Lodges. Were 
you only initiated in the myfteries of the Grand Lodge 
of London, know, that notwithstanding all the exceptions 
we have made in its favor, fufpicions are even caft upon 
that Lodge, and a reviewer thinks himfelf founded in de- 
nying the validity of fuch exceptions.* If you are fo 
carelefs of your reputation as to remain infenubJe to fuch 
fufpicions, allow me at leaft to addrefs myfelf to you in 
the name of all mankind, whofe interefts you tell us are fo 
dear to you. 

No longer than a century ago the remaining part of 
Europe was nearly a ftranger to your Lodges and their 
myfteries. You made it the baneful prefent ; the new- 
ere&ed Lodges have filled with Jacobins, and from them 
the moft difaftrous fcourge that has ever befallen the uni- 
verse has rufhed forth to produce thefe terrible effedts ;> 
you imparted to them the myfteries of your Equality and 
of your Liberty; to combine and prepare them, you in- 
troduced them into your tenebrous afylums; to prepare 
their pupils, you taught them your trials and your oaths ; 
and that they might propagate their confpiracies from 
pole to pole, you lent them your language, your fymbols, 
your fagns-) vour cypher, your directories, your hierarchy, 
and all the regulations for your inviiible correspondence* 

# See the Monthly Review, Appendix to Vol. XXXV.Page. 

504. 
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The offspring may have improved on the myfteries of 
their progenitors; but has not their conduct been fuch as 
to make you abjure all connection with them; have not 
your Lodges been fo prophaned as to make you haften to 
abandon them; is not die difaftrous fcourge that has 
burft from them a fufficient ground for eternally clofing 
their gates ? O you, whofe fleets, under the protection of 
heaven, ride triumphant over the main, difpelling the 
fleets of the Sedt ? O grant to the univerfe a vi&ory, 
perhap^ of ft ill greater importance. At the fight of your 
admirals the SecT; difappears; drive then from its recefles 
that bantling of yours; ftiow that if the abufe of your 
myfterious aflbciations may in poflibility be fatal to the 
univerfe, you are willing at leaft to deprive the vile con* 
fpirators of every plea that can tarnifh your glory. Show, 
that if fports, innocent in )our hands, could grow into a 
fcourge in the hands of others, you are not backward in 
making a facrifice of fuch utility to nations. Your ex- 
ample would be powerful; and it is incumbent on you 
to pronounce the anathema on fecret focieties ; to clofe 
the gates of the Lodges, to clofe them all without excep- 
tion, nevermore to be opened, whatever may be the na- 
ture of their myfteries. None can exift into which the 
Sect will not attempt to penetrate ; none can exift where 
the magiftrate and honeft citizen can fit down certain 
that the Seel has not intruded with its plots and means 
of fedu&ion. The more zealous you may be for the pre- 
servation of our laws, the lefs will you be enabled to fe- 
cure us againft the plots of the Sect ; for though it (hall 
ever commune with you it will not Jay its views open to 
you until it has feducedyou. Mafons of England, what 
a fatal gift have you made to the world! May the his- 
torian who fhall write the annals of this age, when 
fpeaking of the fcourge that has ruflied forth from the 
Lodges, conclude by iaying, if England made the baneful 
prcfent to the univerfe, it was alfo the firft to facrifice its 
own Lodges for the fafety of nations. 

Why mould not every honeft Mafon on the Conti- 
nent addrefs himfelf in terms fimilar to thofe in which we 
addrefs the Englifli brotherhood ? Their prefence wouk} 
no longer be a cloak to the Myfteries of the confpiring 
Jacobins, Left to themfelves, they could no longer plead 
the innocence of their Myfteries, If the Magiftrates 
treated them with all the feveriry of the law, he would not 
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have to fear the protefts of honeft citizens. Then would 
every thing denote that the time was come to ftrike all 
fecret focieties with the anathema of the laws ; then 
would all the productions of the Sect be fupprefled, or 
thrown away with indignation by every clafs of citizens. 
True principles only would be taught, and thefe would 
difcard from the minds of the people all thofe diforgani- 
zing errors. The Sect once diflodged from its lurking 
places, truth and light would difpel that warfare of illufion, 
error, and darkneft, which, waged by the Sophifters of 
Jacobinifm, prepares the way for the triumphant entry of 
its deftroying brigands. 

But that long-expected day, that day of devaluation 
and plunder foretold in the Myfteries, has dawned. In 
darknefs have the adepts multiplied, and the legions of 
the Sect have fallied forth, They now wage the war of 
pikes and deft ruction, they wave the firebrands of revo* 
lution, but have not abandoned the warfare of illufion.— * 
Sovereigns and Minifters of Empires! It behoves you 
to ftem the torrent of thefe men of blood by the marflial- 
led band of heroes whom you command, I do not pre- 
tend to ftep over the threshold of the chamber where our 
warriors fet in council to deliberate on the means of van- 
quifliing the Sect in the field of battle. But, to enfure 
the fuccefs of your valorous efforts, may we intrude on 
your wifdom to reprefent that force fhould not attract 
your entire attention V The Jacobin is no common ene- 
my. He wages a war of Sect, of profelytifm againft you j 
and Sects are not to be vanquiihed by the fame arms as 
warriors waging a glorious war, or brigands rufhing 
forth from their ungrateful (hores in queft of pillage and 
booty. The feat of conflict lies in opinions. The Jaco- 
bin has all the enthufiafm of the Sectary, and has alfo the 
force of arms j that you may overpower his arms, you 
(hould know the object of his delirium. 

I began by declaring, and think I have eftablifhed the 
pofition, that in this warfare of pikes and firebrands the 
Sect fend,s forth its legions to fhiver the fcepter, not to 
fight the power ; it has riot promifed to its adepts the 
crowns of Princes, Kings, and Emperors, but has requi- 
red and bound thofe adepts by an oath to deftroy them all. 
In the Sovereign it is not the perfon that they hate ; but 
it is the chief, the Minifter of the Social Order. The 
war if wages againft a nation is of a fimilar complexions 
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it is that war of opinion* which hates, not the Englifh- 
nsan, but the laws of the Englilh, which abominates no$ 
the German, the Spaniard, or the Italian, but the God, 
the Altars, the Thrones, the Senates of the German, the 
Spaniard, or the Italian, in (hort, of every people. Do 
not fufFer yourfejf to be milled 5 the Pentarques will cer- 
tainly attempt to warp thefe plans and plots of the Se&* 
and make them fqbfervient to their own ambition; but 
have not the myfteries taught us, that the e^vation of an 
Orleans, a Barras, or a Rewbel to the throne, never en* 
tered the mind of the adepts when they murdered their 
lawful Sovereign ? -.It may fupport its tyrannic Pen- 
tarques in the deftru&ion of kings and governments, but 
it will crufli thefe tyrants in their turn, when they {hall 
have completed the deftru&ion of foeiety, It is not a 
jiew Empire that they are feeking to eftablifh ; it is at 
the annihilation of every Empire, of all order, rank, dis- 
tinction, property, and fecial tie, that they aim. Suchis 
the Ultimate View of its myfteries of Equality and Li- 
berty. Such is that reign of anarchy and abfolute inde«* 
pendence, proclaimed in the fubterraneous lurking-places, 
under the appellations of patriarchal reign, of the reign of 
JReafon and of Nature, 

Sovereigns, R^inifters, You who watch for the fafety 
of the fubjeft ! Is it clear to you why we fo much iniift 
on this general and predominating hatred as the fole prin- 
ciple and obje& of this terrible war ? Becaufe it imme* 
diately points out that it behoves you to combat this re- 
Jentlefs foe by an ardor and zeal for the univerfal main- 
tenance of focial order j becaufe it is nowmore^han ever 
incumbent on you to caft afide all ideas of perfonal in- 
tereft, that might counteract the general effort j becaufe, 
were it poffible that the interefts of the Se<9t could for a 
moment coincide with yours, it would be only a duty that 
you would fulfil in fufpending thofe mutual refentmehts 
or national jealoufies that have but too long nurtured en* 
mi ties and bloodihed; becaufe much woe will befal you, 
if you be imprudent enough to think but for an inftanc 
than you can either make the principles or the legions of 
the Se£t the inftruments of your vengeance, or of your 
perfonal views j for the powers you put in motion (hall 
foon fall back upon you. 

I am not one of thofe who thought that they could 
trace fuch a kind of policy in the nrft motions of the 
Yy 



Digitized 



by Google 



354 ANTISOCIAL "conspiracy; 

French revolution, pretending that foreign powers had 
abetted the Jacobins with a view, if not to cru(h,at leaft 
to weaken the ancient and powerful fabric of the French 
monarchy. I have probed the ftrength of the Se6fc when 
it ru(hed from its dens. But let it not be overlooked by 
hiftory ; let the terrible example of that man who was 
held out as one of the greateft politicians of the age, be 
ever prefent to the eyes of fovereigns. The Sefl began 
to demonftrate the firft elements of its Code of Equality, 
Liberty, and Sovereignty of the People; baneful policy 
ordered La Fayette, D'Eftaing, and Rochambeau, to pro- 
ceed to the fuccor of a colony aflerting its fovereignty 
againft its mother country. I do not pretend to difcufs 
the rights of London or of Philadelphia; but let the mi- 
nifter, the politician Vergennes rife from his grave, he 
who in America would make, and in Holland abet, revo- 
lutions of the people equal and free; let him look to the 
throne, or feek the fovereign whofe intereft he thought 
to ferve when ufing the Se& as an engine of ftate f / Let 
the minifter of Jofeph II. I mean, Mercy D'Argenteau, 
come forth ; Jet him behold to what an end the fervices 
of that fovereign populace would lead which he was about 
to afTemble in Brabant, or the fervices of tbofe pretended 
friends to the public fafety y in other words, of the emijfa- 
ries of the Sect, already omnipotent in Paris, or of thofe 
Jacobins that he would receive and fupport, that he might 
opffefs through the means of anarchy.* No, the Seel: 
that has fworn to fhiver every fceptre will not avenge 
any quarrel of your's, or prove a fupport in danger. — 
Baniih then every idea of alliance or union with its prin- 
ciples and means ! it can never lofe fight of its Ultimate 
End; and if it {hould affect to make a common caufe 
with you in the annihilation of the throne that gives you 
v umbrage, it will only be that it may find you (landing 
alone and deftituteof allies when it fhall turn back upon 
you. 

To renounce fuch temporary and difaflrous fervices 
can be no great facrifice. When the common enemy of 
fociety rears its head, is it not the duty of the chiefs of fo- 
ciety to forget all private quarrels, and unite in combat- 
ingfo formidable a foe ? Every ftep gained againft it, 

* See Letters on the Affairs of the A uftrian Netherlands) 
Let. II. P. 31. 
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wifl be a ftep gained for yourfelf, for your people, and for 
that portion of fociety over which you prefide. Still far- 
ther from your mind be all thofe ideas of cold economy, 
calculating the facrifices or efforts you will have to make, 
or the indemnities you may claim f When the houfe that 
joins your palace is in flames, do you think yourfelf fafe be- 
cause you have not contributed to the conflagration ? Or 
do you enquire what reward is offered for extinguifhing 
the flames? More wildly avaricious, would you think of 
pillaging that houfe while the flames were communicating 
( to your own ? Save the univerfe, and you fave your own 
empire. Every throne beat down by the Jacobin, re- 
duces an obftacle that he has to encounter in the attack 
of yours. Will the arfenals he fhall pillage, will the re- 
quifitions of men, and legions raifed, in the newly con- 
quered ftates, enfure the indemnities you afk ; or do you 
expeft, by complacency, flattery, and meannefs, to have 
an exception made in your favor ? Can you hope to fee 
the Pentarques always preferving their neutrality in your 
regard, becaufe for the moment they are pleafed not to 
demand any farther facrifices from you ? Or, when you 
defert the common caufe, will you ground your fecurity 
on treaties of peace, or even on treaties of alliance offen- 
sive and defenfive ? O virtue ! what defertion of the com- 
mon caufe ! O fhame ! O cowardice ! No, the very idea 
of fuch treaties could never have entered your mind, had 
you been acquainted with the Seel that propofes them. 
You have figned them ; but you do not enjoy peace, not 
even a neutrality. You are its flave. You are only the 
mouth-piece of its imperious dictates, until the Sec~t fhall 
chobfe to llrip you ot even the femblance of authority. — 
You will tell us, perhaps, that you have beeir neuter in 
the conteft ; that is to fay, you have not dared to attack 
the Jacobin that only waits to drag you into flavery till 
he fhall have crufhed thofe with whom you fhould have 
leagued, and who could have defended you or avenged 
your death. — You have lived in peace with the common 
enemy of fociety ! You have fworn to abandon fociety to 
be butchered, thrones to be annihilated and fceptres to be 
fhivered -, and this without fhowing the leaft refiftance. 
— Have you made treaties of alliance ? then you hava 
fworn to fupport the deftroying hordes, and to contribute 
towards the deftruclion and devaftation of fociety. 

You are fenfible as we are of the fhame, of the igno- 
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tamy, of fuch a neutrality, peace, of alliance— But a &• 
perior force commands. . . . Then fey that you arc van* 
quilhed, that you are a flave to the Se<3, and we {hall 
then aflc, if on no occafion a valiant -death be preferable 
to flavery i Is that throne faved, around which you ftill 
hover, by permiffion of the Se&, merely as the mouth, 
piece of its commands i Are your people faved, who are 
obliged to fully their hands with die crimes inherent to 
Jacobins i Is that (lave free, who, chained to the bench 
of the gallies, can only handle his oars in the fervice ofa 
pirate ? If you ftill preferve any glimmerings of Liberty^ 
if your ftrength be not entirely exhaufted, rife, Oh ! rife 
once more, and fight the battles of fociety !*— Could yom 
ftill be lead aflrray by that flitting femblance of authority 
which the Se& has allowed you, hearken to Jean de Brie, 
propofing in the name of the Sed, in the midft of its k~ 

1 giflators, to raife a legion of twelve hundred ajfajffinsj and 
to (end them, not to kill one king, but to murder every 
iing! Did not thofe legiflators announce to you in terms 
fufficiently clear the fate which they intended for you and 
your people, when they declared that they would f rater* 
kize wi<h every nation that wifhed to (hake off its laws 
or rife agatnft its magiftrates and fovereign ?* Would 

- you wilh to perfuade yourfelf that there exifts a finglc 
king who is not comprehended within the revolutionary 
proscription* go and aflift at the annual celebration of the 
feftival held by the Se£t in honor of the murderers of 
their king; go and hearken to their conftituted authori- 
ties, and to the ambaffadors whom they fend to die neu* 
tral or allied Powers, all folemnly fwearing the oath of 
hatred to royalty* You have feen the adepts teaching in 
the univerfities, that but a few more years will elapfe be* 
fore the lalt myfteries of the Se& {hall be accompliihed | 
then neither king nor magiftrate (hall exift, nor a fingle 
nation, country, or fociety governed by laws. And with 
fuch a profpe£t before you, do you ftill hefitate at throw* 
ing afide petty jealouhes and perfonai interefts ? Shall 
pretentions, miitrufts, and enmities, between king and 
king, or nation and nation, difunite you, when fociety 
caiis upon you for the defence not only of your own crown 
but of every crown, not only of your own nation but of 
every nation wherever laws are recognized I - 

* Decree of the 9th November, 179*. 
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It is not yet too late. Nations are ilill more powerful 
than the Seft; 1st then every nation unite* let their kings, 
their fenates, their people, join in the common caufe; let 
every man living in the itate of fociety coniider the war- 
fare waged by the Sect againlt fociety and property as 
aimed at his own perfon. Shall the heart of the Jacobin 
alone be inflamed by the fire of enthufiafn ? Snail the 
deflation of your country, the deftru&ion of your altars, 
of your laws, of your fortunes, tbe.devaftation of your 
towns and mantions, the tearing away of your children, 
not roufe you from your lethargy ? Shall not fuch fights 
infpire you with courage, are ihey jaot inducements for 
Sacrifices as powerful at leaft as the enthuiiafm of delirium 
in the Jacobin f Shall it ftill continue to be faid, that the 
Brigands alone know the power .and ftrength of union? 
Every where they are qnet they have but one object in 
view; they all ferve but one and the fame caufe ; they are 
brethren wherever they meet, merely .becaufe they uni- 
verfally aim at the Jeftru&ion of the focial order. May 
chiefs of nations then unite in onecooamon tie of affect 
tion; for it is the common iatereft » of all and each of 
them to preferye that focial order. Such Would be my 
definition of a war of zeal for fociety, a war entirely oi* 
reeled againlt the Sec), and the only means of depriving 
it of thole refources which it may have but too plentiful- 
ly drawn from politician? haefcnied in wars of vengeance, 
jealoufy,and ambition, but littleaccuftomed to the idea of 
fuch facrifices as wars for the general intefeft of fociety 
may require. 

When I thus wiflh to ftir up all nations to make but 
one power, but one nation in thecommon caufe; when I 
thus wifli to fee them all actuated by the fame zeal and ar* 
dor for combating the Sect; the reader may be tempted 
to afk me, what is become of the war of humanity, of 
felf-prefervation, that I wi&ed to fee oppofed to that war* 
fare of fury, deftru&ion, and of fanguinary rage againft 
fociety? — Doubtlefs, it muft afflict me thus to found the 
general alarm, which calls your embattled legions into thq 
field of Mars; but when we behold thofeof the Sedt nur- 
tured on blood and carnage; when thoufands and hun- 
dreds of thoufands of citizens, whofe iluggard tranquilli- 
ty and averfion to refiftance could not fave them from fall-. 
ing victims; when women, aged parents, and even chil- 
dren, have been butchered fo recently in the mountains 
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of Switzerland, juft as they had been before In the fields 
of La Vendee, and in divers parts of France ; when in eve- 
ry country into which the Sect can penetrate, the inha- 
bitants mult either bend the knee to adore the idol, or per- 
ifn beneath the pikes; who will be the true friend to hu- 
manity? Will that man fet himfelf down for a friend to 
humanity, and as having preferved fociety, who would let 
the armies of the Sect fucceffively proceed from Brabant 
into Holland, from Savoy into Switzerland, from Pied- 
mont into the Milanois, and from thence to Rome, eve- 
ry where overturning foetal order, becaufe the Sedt eve- 
ry where met but with a feeble and partial refiftance ?— 
Which then (hall be the true friend to humanity, the man 
who permits the fcoufge to extend and ravage all Europe, 
or he who excites you to crufti the germ of fuch horrors? 
Wdl the preferver of your life be the man who, fearing 
to probe your w6und, (hall let mortification engender in 
your flefli ; or be who, employing the cauftic or the blade, 
ihall confume or amputate the decayed part to prefer ve 
the body? Had the counfellors of fuch a cruel humanity 
forcfecn that a Se&, whofe Empire is terror, whofe means 
are thoie of brigands and affaflins, was not to be over- 
powered by their perfidious complaifance, what horrors, 
and what rivers of Wood, would have been fpared. What 
numberlefe citizens has that reign of terror chained to the 
ftandards of the Se£t, citizens even who abhorred it! — 
And what numbers would have joined yourftandard, in 
defiance of the reign or terror, had theyfeen you waging 
a war againtt the Seft, and not a war of ambition. I ne- 
ver affiited at the councils of princes, and am willing to 
believe that my fellow-countrymen have formed an erro- 
neous judgment^ and that the reports of partitioning and 
of ambitious views^ may even -have originated with the 
Sect, fince it acquires fuch empire through its means; that 
error has recruited the ranks of the Sect with foldiers whofe 
courage and lives would have been at your difpofal, had 
you found means of convincing them that you had fled 
to arms folely to vindicate the caufe of monarchy, of their 
religion, andx>f their laws; had they not been led to think, 
that between two enemies they were obliged to repulfe 
that which was coming, not to defend them, but to pro- 
fit by their diffenfions, and deliver up their country to pill- 
age, or make them fhare the fate of Venice or Poland ! — 
Deprive the Jacobins of this vain pretext; let every pco- 
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pie that groans under the bondage of the Se£ learn from 
your candid declarations, fupported by your deeds, that 
you only come as their faviour and liberator, that your 
legions have no other object in view than the reftoring 
of them to the bleffings of focial order. 

But whither am I wandering, and what was I about^to 
promife ? Shall the fate of my country, the deftiny of em- 
pires, folely depend on the ftrength of armies ? There is 
a war far more terrible than that of brigands, which the 
Seel: wages againft us. The amazing progrefs of impi- 
ety, the corruption of morals, and%general apoftacy of an 
age ftyling i*felf the age of £hilofophy ; thefe are the real 
arms of the Seel-, the grand fource of all misfortunes. Ye 
who may be affrighted at thefe truths becaufe thev may 
atFccl: you more particularly, turn back to the caufes of 
our misfortunes, and you will trace them all to this apos- 
tacy. 

Infuriate as a demoniac of blafphemy, a difaftrou$ So- 
phifter exclaimed, I will not ferve, my Reafon (hall be 
free. The God of Revelation may perfecute me, but I 
will perfecute him; I will raife a fchool againft him, I will 
furround myfelf with confpiring adepts, I will fay to them 
Crujh the tVretch— CruQi J— C— . This fchool was 
eftabliflied on the earth ; kings and great men applauded 
the do&rines of this demoniac; they relifhed them becaufe 
they flattered and unbridled their paflions. This was the 
firft ftep towards the revolution. Do not come and 
plague me with idle reprefentations ; turn to the archives 
of the impious man whom thou haft idolized; there are 
my proofs. Princes, Nobles, Lords or Knights, fuch was 
the crime, I will not fay of each of you in particular, but 
fo predominant among you, that I .may in fome fort call 
it the crime of your corps. The minifters of that God 
whom you abandoned admoniflied you of the fcourees 
with which apoftates are threatened, and told you that 
your example would be fatal to your people as well as to 
yourfelves. Do you remember how their menaces were 
received ? Attend for a moment to the a£h of that fchool 
which you fet up in oppolltion to us. Heaven, in its 
wrath, has permitted the offspring of the fophifters to 
multiply like unto the locufts. They thought themfelves 
the Gods of Reafon; they alfo raifed their voices, declar- 
ing that they would not ferve; but, turning their eyes to- 
ward you, they added, opprelfion and tyranny has placed 
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men like unto us upon thrones; chance of birth has mad© 
men Nobles and Grandees who are not fo good as our-* 
felves. They faid it; and that Liberty which you aflert- 
ed againft your God, when ftimulated by your paffions, 
they now affert againft you at the mftigation of their pride. 
—They confpire againft the throne and the nobility that 
furrounds it. Abandoned to your blindnefe, you courte* 
cwfly received this cloud of fophifters, juft as you bad re- 
ceived their progenitor.— -The priefts of the living God 
came once more and admonifhed you, that this fchool of 
impiety would not only operate the ruin of the church, 
but fweep away into the common mafe of ruin Kings, 
Princes, Laws, and Magiftrates. Reafon called as loudly 
on you as your priefts; but you had turned away from 
Revelation, and you refufed to hearken to the voice of 
reafon. 

The God whom you daily irritated by your apoftacy 
permitted this cloud of Sophifters to defcend into the a* 
b) fs of the Lodges, and there, under pretence of Mafonic 
puriuits, the occult adepts combined their confpiracies 
againft the altar, the throne, and all diftindiions, with thofe 
of the pretended fages whofe dupes you have been- The 
adepts now multiplied as fed as the Sophifters. — Under 
the aufpices of another pretended Sage, who could im- 
prove on every fpecies of impiety and blafphemy, a new 
Se<ft is foftered. under the name of Illuminees — Thefe, 
like the hero of your apoftacy, fwore to cru& Chrift, as 
his offspring fwore to crufh you yourfelves; and in com- 
mon with all brigands, fwore to annihilate the empire of 
the laws.-— Such has been the fruit of that Philofophifna 
which you would fo obftinately portray as true wifdom. 
At length to diifipate the illufion, and to call you back to 
the faith of his Gofpel, far more than to avenge himfelf, 
what has your God done? He has filenced his prophets 
and the do&ors of, his law ; he has faid to them, <c Dis- 
continue thofe leffons with which you combat the deliri- 
um of thefe impious men. They raife their Reafon up 
againft me ; it is my Son whom they have fworn to cruQu 
They wiih to reign alone over that people, They have ta- 
ken upon themfelves the important talk of leading them to 
true happinefs ; I will let them a& ; I abandon that peo* 
pie to the wifdom of their new teachers. You, my priefts 
and pontiffs, Ay from amidft them, carry away with you 
the Gofpel of my Son, Let their fages beat down his 
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altars; let them raifc trophies in his temples to their he- 
roes who had (worn to crufti him j and let that people 
proceed under the fole direction of the light of their Rea- 
fon. Begone, retire; together with my Son I abandon 
bcth the people and their grandees to their fages ; let 
thofe fages be their leaders, fince they turn their backs 
upon me and my Son." 

Frenchmen, the God of your forefathers has thus fpo- 
ken. Oh, how deeply and eafily can he confound the 
prudence of prudent men and the wifdom of fages ! Go ; 
proceed through that vaft empire which he has abandon- 
ed to your pretended Philofophy. Hispriefts have aban- 
doned it; his altars are beaten down; his gofpel is no 
longer to be found. Now calculate the crimes and difas- 
ters~! ! Go and wander among thofe ruins, behold thofe 
mazes and (hapelefs heaps of rubbiih. Aflc of the people, 
what is become of thofe millions of citizens that former- 
ly thronged in their towns and fields; inquire what in- 
undation of Vandals has devaftated their land. What has 
been the fate of that town, that proudly towered in mag- 
nificent palaces, or thofe other towns, the modern rivals 
of ancient Tyre? By what means have thofe riches 
dwindled into nothing that were annually brought from 
tlie fhores of the eaft, or the lfles of the weft. Thofe notes 
of mirth, thofe rural fongs, why have they given place to 
groans and complaints ? Why is that brow, formerly the 
leat of content now knitted and downcaft with terror ; 
and why thofe fighs, that even the fear of being heard 
cannot fupprcfs! All you inhabitants of France, who 
were formerly fo happy under the laws of your forefa- 
thers, but at prefent viclims to all the horrors of the re- 
volution, have you not among ye its Philoiophers, the 
wifdom of its Deifts, of its Atheifts, and of its Philan- 
thropies ? And you in particular, the difciples, and for a 
long time the zealous protectors of all thefe revolutiona- 
ry fages, how comes it to pafs that you are nowdifperfed 
on the face of all Europe, poor and deierted ? Is not that 
Philofophy which you fo much idolized now triumphant 
in the very centre of its empire? 

Ah, how bitter would be fuch language in the mouth 
of a God but too well revenged ! Unhappy viclims of 
your confidence in thefe Faltc fages ! You now conceive 
how terrible it is to be abandoned to the empire of im- 
piety! -Confeis at laft, that your credulity, your conii- 
7 z 
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dence in thcfc heroes of Sophiftry has been di&ftrous in- 
deed ! They promi fed you a revolution of wifdorn, of 
light, of virtue j and they have curfed you with a revo- 
lution of delirium, extravagance and wickednefs. They 
promifed you a 1 evolution of happinefs, Equality, Li- 
berty, of the golden age ; and they have brought down 
upon you the mod frightful revolution that a God, juft- 
ly irritated by the pride and wickednefs of men, has ever 
poured down upon the earth. Such is the end of all that 
impiety which it has pleafedyou to ftyle Philofophy. 

Never let any perfon pretend to difpute the prime 
caufe of all our misfortunes. Voltaire and Roufleau are 
the heroes of your revolution, as they were of your Pbi- 
lof iphifm. It is now time to diffipate the illufion, if you 
wi(h to fee the fcourge ceafe, and preferve yourfeff from 
a fimilar danger in future. You muft work a revolution 
that will be the death-blow to that phtlofophifm of impi- 
ety, if you wifli to appeafe the God who has only permit- 
ted this fcourge to befal man to avenge his Son. It is not 
by perfifting in the outrage, by leaving your hearts a 
prey to the prime caufe of all our misfortunes, that you 
will find the termination o( them. The great crime of 
the Jacobin is his impiety; h is great ftrength refts in 
yours. The powers of hell will fecond him when he 
combats againft Chrift; and will heaven, think ye, de- 
clare for you, fo long as your morals and vour faith (hall 
declare you an enemy to the Son of God r By your im- 
piety you become the brother of the Jacobin. You are a 
Jacobin of the revolution againft the altar j and it is not 
by perfifting in this hatred againft the altar, that you will 
appeafe ihe God who avenges the altar by the revolution 
annihilating our thrones and our laws. 

Such is the laft and moft important leflbn that we are 
to derive from thofe fcourges that have befallen us in the 
fame gradation as the fophifters of impiety, the fophifters 
of rebellion, the fophifters of anarchy confpired.— O that 
I may have fucceeded, when terminating thefe Memoirs, 
in engraving it deeply on the minds of my readers ! May 
it more particularly contribute to pave the way for the 
reftoration of rtligicn, of the laws, and of happinefs in my 
country ! — May the refearches that I have made todifco- 
ver the caufes of the revolution, be ferviceable to nations 
that may ftill preferve themfelves, or rid themfelves of 
fuch difafters! — Then will that God who has fuppqrtc4 
me in my purfuit, have bleffed my labors with an ample 
recompence. 
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NOTE 



For the End tf Volume IV of the Memoirs illufirating 
the Hijiory of Jacobinifm* 



ON publifliing the Tranflation of the Firft Volume of 
thefe Memoirs, I declared that I confidered myfelf 
as only fulfilling a duty in laying open Co excellent a work 
to thoie of my countrymen who were not fufficiently vers- 
ed in the French language to read the original. The ob- 
ject of the jfutbor throughout has been to (hew the uni- 
verfal havock and defolation with which thefe depredato- 
ry Se&s have threatened all Europe; Mine has been to 
excite the vigilant attention of my countrymen, left they 
fall into the (nares that are laid to entrap them. This will, 
I hope, be thought a fufficient reafon for the following 
more circumftantial application to Ireland and Great Bri- 
tain of the dreadful plots that have been detailed in thefe 
Memoirs. 

IRELAND. 

Ireland, ever fince the year 1782, had prefented a per- 
petual fcene of different aflbciations for different obje&s^ 
The Volunteers had given rife to much debate; the Ro- 
man Catholics had been actively employed in petitioning 
the legiflature for the redrefs of certain grievances under 
which they labored; and their prayer was at length part- 
ly acceeded to. 

The firft appearance, however, of the affociation to 
which we now allude was in June, 1791. The propofals 
for it are couched in the ftyle and exadl terms of the Hie- 
rophants of Illuminifm. They recommend the formation 
of an affociation, or, as it is ftyled, " a beneficent con- 
" fpiracy" to ferve the people; affuming " the fecrecy 
" and fomewhat of the ceremonial attached to Freema- 
" fonry." Secrecy is declared to be neceffary to make 
" the bond of union more cohelive, and the (piritof uni- 
" on more ardent; to envelope the plan with ambiguity; 
<c to facilitate its own agency; to confound and terrify 
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44 its enemies by their ignorance of the defign, extent, and 
cc direction/' &c. Its Ceremonial is alfo Mafonic, in or- 
der to create enthufiafrn. u Let every member wear (day 
44 and night) an amulet round his neck, containing the 
c< great principle which unites the brotherhood, in letters 
u of gold, on a ribbon, ftriped with all the original co- 
lour?, and inclofed in a flieath of white filk, to repre- 
<c fent the. pure union of the mingled rays, and the aboli- 
<c tion of all fuperficial d i ft i nations, all colours, and fbades 
4C of difference, for the fake of one illuftrious End; Let 
44 this amulet of uiu'on, faith, and honor, pendent from the 
44 neck, and be bound about the body next to the flcin, 
" and clcfe 10 the heart."— Mafonic Secrecy, Equality, 
and Union, cannot poffibly be belter defcribed. 

Its members' are to be chofen from among men in the 
prime of life, without diftin&ion, of religion; true philan- 
thropies, who are not bound down to obedience to that 
44 wizard zuord empire, nor to the fovereignty of two 
44 founding fyllables;" from among men, in fhorr, 4< who 
4< know liberty, who wifh to have it^ and who are deter- 
44 mined to live and die free-men, (vivre libre ou mourir.) 

This afibciation (at firft called the Irifli Brotherhood, 
and afterwards the United Irishmen) iC will have, it is 
44 faid, an eye provident and profpe&ive, a reach and am- 
44 plitude of conception com mer/fu rate to the progreilive 
44 diffufion of knowledge; — it will make the light of phi- 
44 lanthropy converge/' Its end is declared to be C4 The 
44 rights of men in Ireland; the greateft happinefs of the 
44 greateft number in this Iflandj the inherent and inde- 
44 feafible claims of every free nation:" For, a the rights 
44 of man are the rights of God; and to vindicate the one 
44 is to maintain the other. We muft be fre^ in order to 
44 ferve him whofe fervice is perfect freedom." 

The Hicrophant next proceeds toftate,that 4< to form 
44 a fummary of the national will and pleafure in points 
44 moft interefti ng to national happinefs, and then to put 
44 this doftrinc as fpeedily as may be into practice, will be 
44 the puipofe of mis Central Society^ or Lodge^ from 
44 which other lodges in the different towns will radiate." 
The diftinctions of rank, of property, and of religious 
perfuafions, are to be aboliihed; but whether any thing 
fliort of " great eonvt/l/ion" can effe&ually and fpeedily 
procure the reform propofed, is to be, with many other 
principles of ledition, the fubjccTt of future difcuffion by 
the afibciation. 
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The whole body was to meet four times a year, and 
the (regulating) committee once a month. Thefe meet- 
ings were to be "convivial; conventional) not a debat- 
ic . ing fociety j and confidential) the heart open and the door 
" locked." Their external bujinefs to confift, u ift, in 
*< publications to propagate their principles and effe<9tu- 
" ate their ends. All papers for this- purpofe are to be 
f iaridioned -by the committee. — 2dly, Communication 
", with the different towns 10 be afliduoufly kept up, and 
" every exertion ufed to accomplish a National Conven- 
" tion. — 3JIV5 Communication with Jimilar fact eties a- ; 
" broad, as the Jacobin Club at Paris^ the Revolution 
c * Society in England, the Committee of Reform in 
" Scotland." : 

• Eulogies were to be pronounced (as in the Mi nerval 
Schools) " on fuch men as fhall have deferved well of their 
u country until death) whofe works (hould live in a U~ 
tt brary to be formed by the fociety and dedicated to libe^j 
" iy." . The ariltocracv (poor dupes) wer* to be made their ' 
" infrruments." — (Irifh Report) Appendix, No. IK) — * 
Such was the plan on which this aflbciation was to be 
formed, and it was recommended to the people of Bclfaifc 
by a Mr. Tone. On the t)th of November, 1791, the day 
on which the affocia tion was instituted at Dublin, a fimi- 
lar invitation was publiflied by it, and wa&figned Napper 
Tandy. Thus do we find that Liberty, Equality, Secre- 
cy, Union, and the Rights of Man, were the real objects 
of this aflbciation. It is true that Parliamentary Reform 
and Catholic Emancipation were hehl out as their only 
objecls; but it has fmce appeared upon oath, that thefe 
were only pretexts, and that " the people in Leinfter, 
u Munfter, and Connaught did not care the value of a pen, 
" or the drop of ink it contained, for Parliamentary Re- 
"form, or Catholic Emancipation. 9 -' — *~(JppendiX) No. 
XXXL 

Their Forms and Regulations were alfo Mafonic. — 
Members were honorary or ordinary, and admitted be- 
tween two fponforS) who vouched for the characters and 
principles of the candidates. The fign and word were a- 
dopted. Funds were produced by admi/Hon rl-es, loans, 
and voluntary contributions of the ". Ari/locrats." Faxes 
alfo of one penny per month were L vied on the individ- 
uals of the aflbciaiion, and were geneHly tranfmitted 
through regular gradations to the High Superiors. Many 
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changes, however took place on this fubjefi, and latter- 
ly three pence per month was levied. Thefe funds were 
not even entrufted to the Provincial Committees; but a 
member of the Executive attended to carry away the mo- 
nies as foon as they were received. It is true, indeed, that 
the Executive acounted to the Provincial Committee once 
every three months. 

A Chairman, or Mafter, prefided over the Lodges, 
VThofe duty it was to prefer ve order and dire& debates ; 
he had the power of fining refra&ory members to the a- 
mount of five fliillings, and even of expelling the member 
if he continues to be contumacious; as alfo to erafe fuch 
members as did not attend their duty after they had been 
ferved with a regular notice. Officers were appointed, 
and the fecretaries always belonged to a higher degree.— 
The concatenation of the degrees perfe£Hy coincides with 
Weifliaupt's plan, as the following fcale of correfpond-' 
ence (of National, Provincial, County, and Baronial 
Committees,, emanating from the Individual Societies ) ' 
will demonftrate. 
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When an Individual Society amounted to thirty-fix 
members, it was equally divided by lot. The firft eigh- 
teen drawn by the fecretary were confidered as the fenior 
fociety, the remaining eighteen formed the junior fplit, 
and received its number from the Baronial Committee 
through the medium of the fenior fplit. 

The Baronial Committee was compofed of the fecre- 
taries, treafurers, and a delegate from each individual 
fociety under their dire&ion. The County and Provincial 
Committees were to be compofed of the fecretaries, trea- 
furcrs, and a delegate from the Committees immediately 
under them. — (Ibid. No* II.) Ireland was fubdivided in- 
to its four Provinces, and its thirty- two Counties; but 
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as foon as two County Committees were formed, the Pro- 
vincial Committee of that province, was to be chofen.— 
When two Provincial Committees had been ele&ed, the 
National was formed of five members from each Provin- 
cial Committee. 

No perfon whatever could mention the names of com- 
mittee-men ; they were not even known to thofe who had 
elected them in the cafe of the National or Executive 
Committee, the fecretaries of the Provincial that examin- 
ed the ballot only informing the perfons who had the ma- 
jority of voies, without reporting to the Electors, Thus 
was the fociety entirely governed by unknown Superiors. 

When any queftions were propoled ^nan inferior focie- 
ty, and this fociety wifhed to tranfmit them to other fo- 
cieties (either to get information on the fubje&,or for any 
other reafon) it was to fend them to the committee under 
whofe immediate direction it might be. / ' . 

Strange members were admitted to the meetings, (oty 
as they termed it, " ta the honors of the fitting" ) on pro> 
ducing their credentials \ but the fecretaries made no ro 
turns in their prefence. 

A teft was taken by every candidate previous to his ad- 
miflion, in a feparate room, in prefence of his two fpon- 
fors, and of a member delegated by the Mafter for that 
purpofe. The teft was declared to be " a facial andfa- 
<red compaft" and was in the words following: u I J. £. 
" do voluntarily declare, that I will perfevere in endeavon- 
" ing to form a brotherhood of affection among Irifhmen 
tt of every religious perfuafion, and that I will alfo perfe- 
" vere in my endeavors to obtain an equal, full, and ade- 
" quate reprefentaiion of all the people of Ireland. I do 
a farther declare, that neither hopes nor fears, rewards nor 
* c puniihments, (ball ever induce me, directly or iudire&- 
<€ ly to inform or give evidence againft any member or 
" members of this or limilar focieties, for any # a<St or ex- 
** predion of theirs done or made collectively or individ- 
" ualiy, in or out of this fociety, in purfuanceof the fpirit 
« of this obligation."— (Ibid. No. II.) 

Dublin, Belfaft, and Newry, were now become the 
head-quarters of the new confpiracy. The latter town 
even enjoyed the exciufive privilege of printing the con- 
stitutions of the aflociation, till by a decree of the 7 th De- 
cember 1796, it was refolded, that they (hould be printed 
in tbree different parts of the Kingdom for convenient/* 
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fait. A delegate was alfo deputed from thence into the 
county of Cavan and the province of Lei niter, where he 
founded a number of focieties. The whole county of 
Antrim was foon in a ferment ; its inhabitants were dis- 
fenters, whofe religious tenets bordered on democracy. — 
The new-fangled Rights of Man began to be the favorite 
theme of all the difcontented in Europe j Paine's Works 
were profufelvdiftributed among the Irifhj publications 
of all forts and fizes were circulated, holding out a Igno- 
a ranee as the demon of difcord — Uniart^ as power, wis- 
tt dom, and the road to liberty," and teaching the rifing 
brotherhood u that a more unjuft conftitution could not 
44 be deviled, than that w.hich condemned the natives of a 
44 country to perpetual fervitude under the arbitrary do- 
4i minion of flaves and ftrangers ;— that the flrft and in- 
44 difpenfable condition of the laws in a free ftate is, the 
44 aflent of thofe whofe obedience they require — that the 
44 will of the nation muft be declared* — Away from us 
44 (cries the Hierophant) and from our children tho/e pu- 
44 erile antipathies fo unworthy the manhcod of nations, 
*• which infulate man as well as countries, and drive the 
44 citizen back to the lavage." No longer (hall man con- 
fine his attention to fome few fragments of the temple of 
Liberty. In future, " the ample earth is to be its area, 
u and the arch of heaven its dome." — (Ibid No. V.)— 
The means of accompli filing thefe great things were the 
union of the whole people; and England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, were fimultaneoufly to raife their voice. In fhort, 
the clergy, gentry, and government, were held out as the 
real oppreifors of the people •, and thus were all the prin- 
ciples of anarchy and deftru&ion of property to be infufed 
into that fame people. Clubs and meetings were held un- 
der various denominations ; the Defenders were invited to 
unite and make a common caufe ; and the County Com- 
mittees we/e particularly entrufted with the care of mak- 
ing an union between the Orange Men and the Catho- 
lics, though great precaution was to be obferved in fpeab- 
ing of the latter, left the Proteftants (hould take alarm. 
Union among thcmfelves and difaffe&ion to government 
was to conftitute their whole (trength. It was feared that 
the Catholic Clergy would impede their finilter defigns ; 
reports were fpread, " that the titular Bifhops had been 
4< fummoned before the Privy Council, and that they had 
44 received a bribe of five hundred guineas i that they 
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« were to fummon all their Priefts, and command them, 
« to do all in their power to difcover fuch of their flock 
«* as were United Irishmen, or had any connexion with 
« fuch." — (Ibid No. II). — In thofe parts where the 
whole population was Catholic, hand-bills were diftribu- 
ted, purporting to be the Conftitution of the Orange 
Men, which was death and d _-ft ruction to every Catholic} 
for, if the common people could be onceftirred up to re- 
bellion, it waseafy to turn their minds againft government 
as the centre of the Orange union (and what great weight 
muft this aflertion have lately acquired, when that badge 
was worn by perfons whofe duty it is to be ever above 
party prejudice!) while, as in the county of Armagh, 
which had been the fceneof much ftrife between the con- 
tending parties, the Seft fucceeded in uniting and leaguing 
them in one common caufe againft thofe who were hela 
out as the oppreflbrs of the ftate. 

The chain of eorrefpondence once perfect! v eftabliihed, 
communications were opened with England and Scotland, 
and negociations carried on with the French during the 
laft fix months of 1795; and in April 1796 the outlines 
of a Treaty with France was drawn up by the National 
Committee, and tranfmitted to the French Directory .— 
In the mean time the Se& continued to propagate its 
principles and enroll recruits, and on the 8th of Novem- 
ber all the aflbciations received orders to hold themfelves 
in readinefs to rife, and to procure arms and ammunition, 
as the French were immediately expefted, 

On the 24th of December the £ rench really did make 
their appearance at Bantry ; and, ftrange to fay, they were 
not feconded in their attempts by the people, who uni- 
verfally rofe in the South to oppofe their invaders; but 
this is accounted for in a ftill more extraordinary manner. 
The Executive had received njws, that the French had 
deferred their expedition till fpring; this circumftance 
threw them " off their guard, and in confequence of it 
"no meafures were taken to prepare the people for the 
" reception of the French army. The people were left to 
" themfelves" I hope in God that this avowal, made by 
one of their intended Governors, may prove a wholefome 
leflpn to that fame people, and encourage them to follow 
the loyal and genuine dictates of their hearts.: — (Ibidem y 
No. XXXI). 

In future, the bufinefs that will chiefly occupy the 
A aa 
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Committees will be reports on men, arms, and moneys 
which latter article appears to have been a fubje£t of great 
contention. Each degree thought itfelf in titled to dis- 
pofe of at leaft a part of their funds; and fiich had bee» 
the law originally! but the High Superiors found it ne~ 
ceffary to declare, that no Committee below the County 
fhould be empowered to difpofe of the funds. Soon after 
this power was confined to the Provincial, and ultimately 
one of the Executive Directors v always attended at the 
Provincial Committee to carry away with him to the Na- 
tional Committee whatever contributions had been levied 
on the brotherhood. The jealoufy of the brotherhood 
obliged the National 'Committee at one time to ifliie a 
proclamation, declaring that not <c one penny of their mo~ 
ney had been expended any other way them thai it was 
intended for" The vigilance of Government greatly 
contributed to augment the expenfes of the Scft, as ma* 
ny of the members were taken up and brought to trial. 
Thefe were defended at the expenfe of the brotherhood. 
A regular Committee for die defence of prifoners travel- 
led the circuits; and the eminent talents of Mr. Curraii 
(employed at a great expenfe) will ever ftand a voucher 
that juftice was done the prisoners wherever he was pre- 
sent. Large fums were fubfcribcd by all clafles, and the 
duped ariftocrats (or, as one of the fecretaries ftyles them, 
the Arajiorricks) contributed at one iingk fiibfcription, 
An the county of Antrim, 374I. At the fpring affixes of . 
1797, held in the county of Down, 750!. were expend- 
ed, and a fafe conveyance had been procured to the pri- 
foners that were confined in the jail of that county.— 
This, however, was not the only means of defence devi- 
fed ; for it was given as the opinion of a County Com- 
mittee, " that if there is any United Irifhmen on the ju- 
« ry that wiH commit any of the prifbners that is confi- 
u ned for being United Irifhmen, ought to lofe their ex* 
" ijience" The expenfes became fo heavy at length, 
from buying arms and lupportingand defending prifoners, 
that a lottery was fet on foot; but what reader would fus- 
pe& (as was really the fa&) that this meafure was ob- 
jected to, on the plea that it encouraged the immorality of 
the people? 

To return to the new military organization of the Sefl. 
It was ordered, that every Baronial Committee fhould 
form its three individual focieties into a company of one 
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hundred ftitn, choofing one captain, two lieutenants, and 
five fergeants ; total 108. The reader has already ken 
how exa&ly the correfponding fcale- coincided with Wei- 
(haupt's Illuminifm; but when the military formation be- 
gan to take effect, and the numbers increafed beyond all 
expectation, it was deemed neceflary to extend and change 
certain parts of this fcale. Greater danger attending the 
taking of arms, the individual focieties began to fplit as 
foon as their numbers amounted to twelve, Thefe were 
to be near neighbors, the better to watch over each other*s 
a&ions and to enfure fecrecy. The fecretaries alone were 
to form the higher committees. They were the bearers 
of all orders from the higher to the lower degrees ; they 
reported the progress made by, and the views of, the Se£t, 
in as much as it was thought neceflary to let them into 
the fecret ; for we find that even the County Commit^ 
tees were not in the fecret as to the nature of the en- 
gagements entered into with the French. What unhap- 
py deluded people then were the lower aflbciators, who 
were informed of nothing, but were to be the mere agents 
of rebellion and murder, and were hurried on into this 
.abyfs of horrors by a few political libertines who grafp- 
ed at dominion, and wiroed to wade to the helm of the 
ftate through the blood of their countrymen! Neverthe- 
lefs every petty piece of information that was tranfmitted 
to the lower degrees was ftyled a Report to their Conjii- 
tuents. 

According to the new fcale it was ordained, that ten 
Individual Societies fhould l?e under the direction of one 
Baronial Committee ; ten Baroniah to one upper Baro- 
nial', and in large towns ten upper Baroniah to one 
Diftrift* But as foon as a County contained four or more 
DiftriS Committees, the County Committee was creat- 
ed. When committees had be?n appointed in two coun- 
ties, the Provincial Committee was formed of two dele- 
gates from each, and the National Committee (or the Ex- 
ecutive) of five delegates from each of the four Provin- 
cial Committees, though the National Committee was 
formed as foon as two Provincial Committees had been 
ele&ed. A part of this Executive was ftationary in each 
province; and it appears that Dublin, Cork, and Gal- 
way, were their refidence in three provinces; but with 
refpeft to Ulfter, it does not appear whether Beltaft, Ar- 
magh, or Newry, could claim the honor. From this n.w 
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formation, each upper Baronial will be found to contain 
a regiment.— (Ibid. XXIV.) 

One Individual Society I 19 Men. 
One Baronial | 10 I 120 
One upper Baronial | 10 J 100 ] uco 

The captains elected the colonels, and the latter pro- 
pofed three perfons, one of whom was created adjutant- 
general by the national committee. It may not be impro- 
per here to remark the care with which thefe higher con- 
spirators fought to preferve their authority in their own 
hand?, eVcn in cafe of a revolution; for when there was a 
queftion afterward of forming a National rfffembly, it was 
refblved that each of the thirty two counties (hould de- 
pute one perfon to be added to the Executive, all lower 
iocieties being cafl out of the balance, and only to be con- 
sidered as agents, who, after having been robbed of everjr 
moral and civil virtue, were to raife on high their Sangui- 
nary chiefs and feducers> glutted with the blood of their 
lawful governors. 

Here we fee the amazing progrefs made, and the great 
power acquired fince the 9th of November, 1791. Every 
thing now took a ferious and military turn. The new- 
ele&ed officers were inftrucledtojludy tafiics and acquire 
every fpecies of military information with refped to roads, 
magazines, mills, &c. Plans were devifed for the fupport 
of the wives and children cc during the exertions of the Bro- 
;■; " tberhood in the field" Every thing that could thwart 

government was di feu fled and refolved. The confump- 
tion of fpirits was prohibited, in order to hurt the excife; 
bank-notes were cried down; and even the buying of 
quit-rents was exprefsly forbidden. In the mean time the 
High Superiors* fa w that this armed mob could not be 
competent of themfelves to cope with the king's troops \ 
a means of debauching the latter from their allegiance 
was therefore contrived. Hand-bills were privily circu*. 
lated, holding out their officers " as tyrants that had re- 
Cc belled againft the rights oj man, and whofe orders were 
« damnable ;" bills, in (hort of the moft inflammatory na- 
ture were difperfed among the military by the towns- 
people, who were charged with the fedudtion of the troops 
of their garrifon. They fwore-in fome few of the foldicrs; 
theft: iwoie others; and when their number was fuffi- 
cient, ibcieties was formed in the regiments. Here again 
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we find the fign and tvord y which were changed every 
month; the catechifm for recognizing a true brother; and 
the oath, which was, " to be true to the French Repub* 
c< lie, and to take the life of any man who would attempt 
u to difcover." . . .—The rule for reckoning on friends 
among the military was, cc that in cafe the perfon fworn 
<c is an United Irifhman, and has not taken any active fteps 
<c againft the body ot any of its members, out of the line 
" of his profeJJion y he was to be deemed frill the Friend of 
« the United Irifhmen."— (Ibid. No. XIV.)— The bet- 
ter to propagate the fyftem, it was held out to the mili- 
tary, " that when the French fhould come, the foldiers 
<c were to be fuch as them ; that there were to be no 
" richybut all Equality; and that there was no ufe 
u in their going againft the French, becaufe when all the 
" Powers were againft them, they could make no hand 
" of them." — They were alio tampered with refpe&ing 
their pay. When all this had fufficiently fucceeded, " a 
" foldier in each company was appointed to make a re- 
" turn of united men in his refpedtive company, while 
" two of the fteadieft men," from each regiment, " were 
" employed to carry thefe returns" to the towns-people. 
Thefe, in return* informed them of the progrefs made by 
the Seft in Ireland, and of its numbers on board the £«- 
glijh and Ftench fleet; as alfo of all kinds of news from 
the latter. A plan was fettled, " thatuponafignalgiven> 
<c (and this was fetting fire to a houfe, or fome fuch to- 
" ken,) ff it was by day-light, the men fhould turn out 
<c of the ranks ; and if it was by night, and it could be fo 
" contrived, an United Irifhman fhould be fentry at the 
" gate, who was to fell the barracks; and fuch United 
u Irifhmen as were within the barracks were to exert 
" themfelves in feizing fuch arms and ammunition within 
cc as they could get.-— If there were but thirty friends in 
<c the barracks, by having them difperfed up and down in 
<l the rooms, when the attack was to be made, they could 
" give the arms to the towns-people."— If any part of the 
garrifon were not to be depended upon, the cannons feiz- 
ed were to be pointed on the barracks, or whole corps 
were to be cut off for refufing to coalefce with them. — - 
Some of the brotherhood even went fo far as to attempt 
to fet fire to the ftores; but the burning coals were luck- 
ily difcovered by a dragoon. Such was the plan for gar- 
rifons^nd towns; the modj of proceeding in camp is cx« 
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cmplificd in that of Bandon: cc On the ift of July, 1797, 
« the country was to be fet on fire on both ends, and in 
« the middle j and then, with what friends Mr. O'Brien, 
a near Bandon, could fend them, and what friends they 
44 had in camp, about Four Hundred, they intended firft 
w taking the cannon, and then taking the bell-tents, with 
41 the fmall arms, which they would give to the country 
u people fenr by Mr. O'Brien, and then go put General 
tt Coote and as many officers as they could to death, and 
u retreat to Bantry, take poffeffion % of the battery, and 
" keep it, it poffible, till the French would land." It ap- 
peared that, at a future time, when a rifing was alfo to- 
have taken place, that the foldiers zOere to put all their 
ejficers to death, and the yeomanry alfo if they oppofed them, 
in return for fo fignal a fervice, the town of Skibbereen 
was to be given up fa the foldiers for pillage during eight 
hours. — (Ibid. XXIX.) Thus do we fee the gradual pro- 
grefsof this horrid ailociation toward its cruel andfangui- 
nary objedt — the great end ! !-— The committees in 
future proceed with the greateft eagernefs to prepare every 
thing that can involve their country in rebellion and blood- 
filed. After the example of the bloody Marat, and accord* 
jng to the true principles oftheSe&,a paper, entitled, the 
Union Star, was publifhed at Belfaft, printed only on 
One fide, fo that it could be paftcd on the walls of the 
ftreets. — >Lct this paper defcribe itfelf :— " As the Union 
<c Star is an official paper (of the Brotherhood) the mana* 
u g ers promife the public that no characters (hall be ha- 
" zarded but fuch as are denounced by authority, as be- 
<c ing the partners and creatures of Pitt and his fanguina- 
" ry journeyman Luttrell." (that is to fay, Lord Car- 
a hampton, the commander in chief. ) tt The Star offers to 
c< public juftice the following deteftable traitors, as fpies 
* c and perjured informers. Perhaps fome arm more lucky 
<c than the reft may reach their hearts, and free the world 
" from bondage." Then was given a lift of profcriptions, 
exactly fuch as Marat gave when he ftyled himfelf the 
political calculator •, becaufe, when four men had been tora 
to pieces by the demoniacs of Paris, he ftated, that fub- 
tracting 4 from 30,000 there ftill remained 29,996 aris- 
tocrats co fall beneath the national vengeance. Now this 
official writer, in his frantic rage, thus addrelfes his Sove- 
reign; " Let the indignation of man be raifed agaihft the 
u impious wretch who profanely aflumes the title of reign^ 
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u ing by the grace of God, and impudently tells the world 
*< he can do no wrong.— -Oh, man ! or rather lefs,-*-Oh 
<c king ! will the (mothered groans of my countrymen* 
a who, in thy name, fill the innumerable dungeons you 
« have made, for ajfirting the rights ofman y be confid- 
" ered no wrongs?— Go, impious blafphemer! and your 
« hypocritical focerers,** the fate Philosophy, Juftice* 
" and Liberty configns thee. 5 Tis inevitable, thy im- 
u portions are detefled ; thy kind have been brought to 
tt j uftice. The firft poffeflbr of thy trade has recently bled 
<c for the crimes of the craft. — We appeal to thy noble 
u and venerated name, O Brutus ! who bravely affaflin- 
u ated the tyrant of your country amidft his cohorts, and 
<c in the prefence of his penfioned knate"-**(XJ[f r II.) 

Thefe are literal extracts from this paper} and no 

Knight Kadofch of Mafonry, nor Manning of lllumin- 
ifrn could hold more violent language.— Another paper, 
yearly as wild, called The Press, was publifhed by Mr. 
Arthur O'Conner, with, a fimilar view of inflaming the 
minds of the people. The violence of his own produ&ions 
may beprefumed from the fentence he pafTes on all the rnoft 
violent papers of England in his letter to his Brother.-^ 
a We (Burdett and himfelf) ordered you the Courier; 
« as to the morning papers they are mere lurcher in your 
u office j fo we did not fend you more than the Courier, 
" as in the bufinefs of the Prefs we found it ufelels to have 
" any other/'— (Trials at Maidftone.) 

The Committees continued to receive daily reports of 
the motions and determinations of their allies, the French; 
of their friends in England and in Scotland) and of the 
immenfe progrefs that the Seel was making. November, 
1796, they are informed, a that four new Societies are 
c< organized in Scotland^ and that the County of Kerry 
« Militia required one hundred constitutions for their own 
u ufe." — In April, 1797, " that their numbers are im- 
«* menfe in Leinfter, though, unacquainted with the fys- 
« tern of organization. In Ulfter there were 1 16,844 men 
c< organized."* 

# The refolutions entered into by tiie united fociettes of 
Donaghadee and its vicinity (and feized on the 14th of April, 
1797) are to ° explicit to be omitted here. They refolved, that 
" all power it radically in the people **' that " at the prefent 
'* crifis the people being united fhould arm, chufe their officers, 
" and take a nrft, fecodd, and third requifition of fuch as are 
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In May, a new fcene opens itfelf, which unfortunately 
(hews us, that the Irifh Bro'herhood were no ftrangers to 
deliberate ailaffi nation. — ^Between the hours of eight and 
nine of a Sunday moining, the 7 th of May, C797, a man 
of the name of James Dunn (a imith and farrier, who had 
been in Lord Carhampton's fervice for the fpace of fif- 
teen years, and lived in a houfe at his lordflbip's park- 
gate) prefented himklf at a Baronial Committee^ held in 
a public- houfe, Strand-*ftreet, Dublin. Maurice Dunn, 
the keeper of the houfe, was his fponfor, and " would en- 
cc g a g e ms Mfe f° r h' m that ne was U P or Jlraigbt." Here- 
upon the figns of the Brotherhood were put to himj and 
having, by his anfwers, proved that he was a true and ac- 
cepted Brother, the chairman took the chain James Dunn 
then fubmitted to the Society, " that he and a few more 
<c friends were thinking of doing out ((hooting^ Carhamp- 
<c ton, becaufe he was a great hindrance to matters get- 
♦* ting forward." This 'news electrified the whole com- 
mittee with joy.— One exclaimed, " It is great news/' 
— -" It is glorious news," cried another: a It is the beft 
« c news we have heard yet," faid a third ; and a fourth de-? 
clared, that * c it would do more for the caufe than had 
** ever been done before." Dunn then mentioned a nar-. 
row part of the road leading to Luttrelftown, and aftone 
wall from whence he might have aJJap at Lord Carharnp- 
ton, who, he faid, was damned wary^ and always carried 
piftols with him; but one good blunderbufs would do as 
much as ten piftols. He then declared that four friends, 
John Broderick, Peter Reilly, Patrick Catty, and Ed. 
Martin, had engaged to join him; on which the Commit- 
tee named feven of their members to deliberate on fo im- 
portant a bufinefs, and ordered them to meet at feven 

" able to go forth to war in defence of their tights as men ;" 
that tw if any prove hoftile to iibeity, their eftatesor property 
*' lhall be confifcated, and converted to the national fund." — 
All enemies to the caufe were to be tried by a jury, " accord* - 
u ing to the law tkenexijli?ig; %> and a Revolutionary Commit- 
tee was to be ettablilhed. Jt is true, that this patriotic zeal was 
condemned by the Provincial Committee as premature ; but it 
is to be remembered, that the ftigh Superiors of the Seft feared 
nothing but a premature infurre<ftion ; ** for (fay ihey ), by that 
u means Government would have it in their power to put us 
•* down, never to rife, at Jeaft for a century; and likewife we 
" have paid a great deal of money to the people in gaol, and 
** it will take a la^ge fqm of money to affift them all winter." 
-^(Appendix No. II J. 
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o'clock the fame evening, when Dunn and his compa- 
nions were to attend. The cuftpmary oath of fecrecy was 
taken by all prefent, to the number of 1 7 ; they then part- 
ed, after giving as the new word a a good act." — At 
feven in the evening the delegated members met, one ex- 
cepted. The oath of fecrecy having been adrniniftered to 
the four friends, they were introduced. Thomas Byrne 
then faid, tf I fuppofe thofe arc friends and gentlemen;-— 
" I fuppofe we all underftand what we are met about?" 
— *■** If they were not," anfwered Dunn, « I would not 
<c bring them here," — « We know the bufinefs we are 
u met about (fays Byrne) ; let us proceed." Various plans 
were then propofed for doing his Lordfhip out.— -Dunn 
repeated his; Byrne would have at leaft a party of nine 
mounted; but John Ferral, with fanguinary zeal,infifted 
that every perfon prefent fliould partake of the foul deed; 
and his opinion was adopted. Another refolution propos- 
ed by Byrne then paffed; « That three at leaft fhould go 
a out difguifed with loofe coats and blunderbufles; and 
<c the reft, as yeoman cavalry, to be armed with piftols." 
■The plan of execution was, that " thofe with blun- 
w derbuffes were to come at the back of the carriage and 
" to fire in; thofe with the piftols were then to ride on, 
16 and fire in at the windows, left the fire from behind 
cc fhould not have taken effecl:; and as they paffed the 
w footman and fojiillion they were alfo to difpatch them ; 
a they were then to recharge their pieces, ride on in a 
a body towards Dublin, and keep together, fo as to fe- 
" cure their retreat." A new oath was then taken, " to 
a be ftaunch and fteady, and true to one another in the 
" bufinefs." — -When the book came to John Ferral, he 
enthufiaftically exclaimed, w If this bufinefs miffes, if pro- 
a vifion be made for my family, I will undertake to do 
u him in the ftreets." Several meetings were afterwards 
held on the fubjeft; for never was a murder more deli- 
berately planned.-— Money being neceflary for procuring 
arms, the chairman of the committee applied to the Baro- 
nial Secretary, who referred him to the Treafurer; and 
the Sunday after ( May 14) James Dunn and Patrick Car- 
ty were arretted in the Phoenix-Park. Carty had, togeth- 
er with his father (a Chelfea penfioner) been a conftant 
laborer on Lord Carhampton's demefhe, and had a houfe 
rent-free. The day after the arreft Lord Carhampton vi- 
fited Dunn in prifon, in the hope that he would difcover 
Bbb 
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what bad become of the three other affaffins, but he re- 
ceived no fatisfa&ory anfwer. On his Lordfhip exprefs- 
ing his furprize that the prifoner fbould be capable of fo 
atrocious a deed, the ailafiin anfwered, that tt he thought 
" it was a good acl; that he had no perfonal diflike to his 
'* Lordfhip, and would never execute it aUne, but with 
" his party; that he had never fuffered any injury from 
u him ; but that he was fworn to execute it, and if he were 
" out of that (the prifon) he would execute it if be could." 
As to the murdering the poor innocent poftillion, u it 
" was to do the thing completely." — After this are we to 
be lurprized at the horrid murders that have taken place. 
Lord Carhampton, fome time after the arreft of the fon, 
had an interview with Carty, the father, and told him, 
" that if his fun would give txaminations, he was inclined 
u . to let him do fo; and in that cafe he thought his life 
u might be faved ; and he defired the father would tell the 
* fon fo." — The father faid, "he was apprehenfive, that 
" if his fon gave examinations, he would be murdered.* 9 
I have dwelt on this example, as it was the fubjed of a 
trial, in which the Attorney- General profecuted for the 
crown, and four counfel attended on the part of the pri- 
foner, Mr. Curran, Mr. M'Nally, Mr. Greene, and Mr. 
Emmett, who had himfelf been a member of the Execu- 
tive Directory from January to the beginning of May.— 
Such able counfel, and fo public a trial, will ever ft amp 
this as an authentic document. — (See Report of the Trials 
of Carty and Dunn^ pubiijhed by Ridgeway.) 

In June, the captains were informed, that the national 
committee had been fitting fifteen days; but as only ten 
thoufand men of the County of Antrim would rife, the 
buiinefb was retarded. The colonels of the County of 
Down were unanimous for the rifing. In July their hopes 
were buoyed up by an intimation that 75,000 men were 
embarked at the Texel for Ireland ; but thefe were irre- 
parably broken by the immortal Duncan on the nth of 
O&ober. 

In Auguft they received news, that a number of focie- 
ties had been formed in North America^zx\& that thefe had 
tranfmitted 211 dollars to their Brethreji in Ireland. — In 
October a perion, jutt arrived from Scotland, attended at 
the county meeting, held at Down Patrick, and * jkewed 
w a Scotch conflitution, which was, WORD FOR WORD, 
" the fame as the Ir'ijb> only that the words North 
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* Britons were put in the place ^Irishmen." No- 
vember 14th, inquiries were made of the delegates of the 
Province of Ulfter, <c whether they thought that they 
<c could difarm the military within themfelves; and they 
** all faid that they could, except Armagh." — (Appendix, 
No. XIK)r—Oti the 28th of December, « One confti- 
" tution was voted to a member, to be given to part of 
<c a /hip's company lying in Belfaft Lough, for the propa- 

u gation of the general principle." At the Provincial 

Meeting for Ulfter, held the ift of February, 1798, it 
Was reported, that " three delegates (of whom the unfor- 
cc tunate Quigley, fince executed at Maid itone, was one) 
" had juft arrived from France; that the French were go- 
<c ing on with the expedition; and that it was inagreat- 
<c er ftate of forwardnefs than was expe&ed; but what 
u was moft flattering, was, that three delegates bad been 
*>fent frtm the United Britons to the Irijh National 
<c Committee ; and that from that very moment they were 
u to confidtr England, Scotland, and Ireland, as 
" one people acting for one common caufe: There were 
" Legislators now chofen from the three kingdoms to aft 
" as an executive for the whole. " — They were alfo in- 
formed, that Quigley and one Arthur Mac Mahon, of 
Hollywood, had been the two principal perfons who dur- 
ing the preceding fummer, had opened the communication 
with the United Britons — (Ibid.) The delegates from 
England brought an addrefs from the United Britons to 
the United Irifli. In high flown and patriotic language, 
the United Britons informed their fellow men, that 
u various political focieties had been inftituted for the pur- 
" pofe of reform. — But they had vaniflied, or difcon- 
tt tinued their exertions. The London Corresfond- 
cc ing Society, and other focieties in union with it, had 
tt rifen upon their ruins." That England was never with- 
out friends to fubftantial Liberty; but that the flame of 
Liberty had been for a long time fmothered, " till the 
" French revolution again fanned its dying embers into a 
" glow, which, they hoped and trufted, would never be 
* c extinguifhed.-«-Our numbers (fay they) are immenfr, 
<c our influence ftill more confiderable, and our fentiments 
" accord with yours. We are unthinned by the tyranny 
" of the law or of the fword. — Our delegate is entrufted 
a to lay before you our proceedings." And they conclude, 
« With bell wilhes for the amelioration of the condition 
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* 6f man, and hopes that your etfettfons and virtues, aid. 
" ed by an united people, will fpeedily emancipate your 
« c country :-^Wc remain, to bonds of Brotherhood and 

« Union, 

* Yours fraternaJIy• ,, 

Frhtqn Jan. Sf *f$t* 

(Seal) 

It appears on the evidence of John Hughes, (Lerdt t 
M- I>) a printer of Belfeft, that the delegate was a Mr* 
Bonbam, who was accompanied by Citizen Batty and the 
younger Binns. The latter, who was introduced to Hughes 
by Quigley, faid that he had distributed moft of the print* 
ed addreflfes, and defired to have an edition of them print? 
td. Accordingly a thoufand were printed, and three gui* 
neas paid for them by a perfon of Belfaft, 

During this month a regular military committee was 
appointed by the Executive, " to confider and digeft fqch 
u plans, and direft the military force in fuch manner, as 
** might be neceflary in cafe of infurrecHon^and in cafe 
a of invafion to co-operate with the French." 

On the 27th of February it was reported, that the As* 
focianon had at that time fourteen delegates in France, 
and that there had been held in London a meeting of all 
the delegates of England and Scotland* In March, the 
brotherhood of the Province of Leinfter fuftained a con- 
siderable {hock, by the arreft of fome of its leading mem- 
bers; but on the 25 th of the fame month it appears, that 
** the Provincial Committee of Leinfter had perfedly rc- 
c< covered from the Qiock; they (the delegates of Leins* 
** ter) were only four days from the time they were tak* 
" en before they had the whole province in a complete 
< 4 ftate of organization 5 the Government had aifo taken 
* c three of the Executive, but there were three appointed 
** in their place the very evening after they were taken." 
How truly does this demonftrate Weifhaupt's aflertion, 
that when he once has properly organized his bands, he 
will bid defiance to all his opponents, 

Anfother principle of that prototype of rebellion had, un- 
fortunately, been too wel} underftood by the founders of 
the Irifh brotherhood, and that was to make themfelves 
matters of the education of youth, Many fchoolmafters 
(as I have been credibly informed) have fhown them- 
felves extremely a&ive in the whole courfe of this unfor- ' 
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trniate affair. The very firft man who was tried and exe- 
cuted in Ireland, for wearing in the deluded Irifli to be 
true to the French, was a fchoolmafter called Laurence 
0'Connor.-*-The following are extracts from his papers, 
and proved on his trial: ** I, J, B. do fwear in the pre- 
« fence of Almighty God, that / will be true to the pre*. 
*fent United States of France and Ireland* and every 
* c other Kingdom in Chrijlianity, without its being hurc- 
*' ful to foul or body, as long as they prove fo to me,—* 
* c And that / will not come as evidence againft any of my 
* c brethren or committees, in any court or place whatfo* 
u ever, excepting in court-martial, under penalty of be*. 
* c ing excluded, or death without mercy. -*-*All brothers to 
w live lovingly and harmonioufly, and quarreUous to be 
** excluded, as the Committee thinks proper." 

" Thefe articles are according to the Foreign United 

* States of France and Ireland, by order of our commit- 
"teeofL, G.Mo. 16." 

A fecond paper was in thefe words ; a The bearer, A 9 
" B. was initiated into our fublime degree of jL. L. L* by 

* me C, D," 

There was alfo found on die prifoner three regular cer- 
tificates, one of Free Mafons, a fecond of Royetl Arch, and 
a third of JLnighu Templars, {bowing that O'Connor 
Was of thefe Orders. One of die Counfel attempted to 
explain away the ojtb, reprefenting it as " the mere rhap* 
(bdy of a warm imagination, ufed to exercife itfelf on Ma* 
fonic myfteries;" he represented to the jury, that "it 
would be a cruel verdict indeed that would convict a man 
of high treafon, merely for ufing a few cabaliflical words 
endfymbols"~-A will venture to affirm, that (hould the 
learned counfel ever chance to perufe die Memoirs of Jet* 
cobinifm, he will have a clearer infight into the Caufe he 
had to defend, than when at Naas at the adjournment of 
the fummer aifizes in 1795* — (See his TriaU) 

What a melancholy icene did the feat of fcience (I mean 
the Univexfity of Dublin) prefent, when on the 19th, 
510th, and 3tift of April, 1798, it appeared on thecleareft 
evidence that a body of United lriflimen had organized 
themfelves within theSvalls of the College! had confulu 
ed about providing themfelves with arms, and had eleo.. 
ted officers !— ^-Nineteen ftudents were expelled, and fome 
other per{onscen{ure6.—r(fijitationbeld by Lord Clare.) 
In the mean time open rebellion continued its progrefs ; 
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and on the ift of April it is reported to a committee, that 
a letter had been received u from Barthplemew Teeling 
tt (executed in September 1798, being taking in arms with 
€i ihe French in their invasion at Killala) who was one 
cc of the delegates in France, ftating, that the French 
<l troops would molt certainly be on board by the middle 
u of this month. The troops from Breft and that neigh- 
" borhood were determined to try to evade the Britiih 
*' fleet, and to land in Ireland ; of courfe the Britiih fleet 
<( would follow them ; and while thus drawn off, all the 
w other troops embarked at other ports would make a 
a ;defcent on England. Whatever might refultfrom this 
** attempt, it was the fixed dL termination of the National 
tt Committee, in cafe the French fhould be fruftrated, 
u that the brotherhood Jhould of themfeives make a rijing. 
<c The citizens of Dublin, it was fuppofed, with the as- 
€i iiftance of the army, could feize the capita] at any mo- 
" mem." Unfortunately, the principles of the Se& had 
madefuch a progrefs, that as early as February there- 
turns declared the number of the brotherhood to amount 
in UJfterto 110,990, in Munfter to 100,634, and irr 
Leinfter to 08,2725 and out of 8,000 military in Dublin 
alone, it was ftated that 3,800 would a& againft Govern- 
ment. The Executive proceeded to carry their determin- 
ation into execution. Dublin, Chapel-izod, the camp and 
the government, were to be feized on at one and the fame 
time; and the fignal was to be given to the whole coun- 
try, by the burning of the mail coaches. But, in order 
to get pofieffion of the camp at Lehaunftown, the MeiFrs. 
Sheares applied to Captain Armftrong, who, true to his 
duty (and happily for his country), laid open the whole 
of the plan to his commanding officer at whofe expn fs 
defire he continued to commune with the confpirators. 
He was queftioned by them as to the ftrong and weak 
fides of the camp; and a Mr. Lawlefs (a furgeon), with 
the natural humanity of his Se£t, obferved, that u the 
trees on the right of the camp would be very convenient 
for hanging people." At length it was agreed, between 
the Meifrs. Sheares (John wa$ a member of the Exe- 
cutive) and Captain Armftrong, that the latter fhould 
u eredt a ftandard upon the night to be fixed upon for 
" the attack upon the camp, which was to be joined by 
" all whom he had previoufly known to be United Irifh- 
u men; that no perfon was to be /pared ; and they were 
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# not to be given the option of joining at the time of the 
« attack.*' 

The camp once carried, and Dublin fallen into the 
hands of the confpirators, we may judge of the ufe they 
meant to make of their vi&ory, by the following paffa- 
ges of a proclamation found in the pofleflion of Mr. Hen- 
ry Sheares, and in the hand-writing of John Sheares, the 
member of the Executive : 

44 Irifhmen ! your country is free, and you are about 
44 to be avenged. That vile government, which has fo 
44 long and fo cruelly oppreffed you, is no more. Some 
44 of its moft atrocious monjlers have already paid the 
"-forfeit of their lives^ and the rejl are in mtr hands. — 
44 Arife then, United Sons of Ireland ! Rife like a e;reat 
44 and powerful people, determined to live free or die !— 
44 Arm yourfelves by every means in your power, and 
44 rujh like lions on your foes — In the caufe of Liberty, 
44 inaction is cowardice, and the coward Jha 11 forfeit the 
44 property he has not the courage to protect : let his arms 
44 be feized, and transferred to thofe gallant fpirits who 
44 want and will ufe them. Yes, Irifhmen, we fwear by 
44 that eternal jujlice^ in whofe eaufe you fight, that the 
44 brave patriot who furvivesthe prefent glorious ftruggle, 
u »and the family of him who has fallen or (ball fall herc- 
44 after in it, (ball receive from the hands of a grateful na- 
44 tion an ample recompenfe out of that property which 
44 the crimes of our enemies have forfeited into its hands. 
44 But we likewife fwear -, to puntjh robbery with death 
44 and infamy ! / / 

44 As for thofe degenerate wretches who turn their 
44 fwords againft their native country, the national ven~ 
44 geance awaits them : let them find no quarter^ unlefs 
44 they fhall prove their repentance by fpeedily defert- 
44 ing. — &c. &c. 

44 Many military feel the love of liberty glow within 
44 their breafts, and have joined the national ftandard. 
" Receive with open arms fuch as {hall follow fo glori- 
44 ous an example. But for the wretch who turns his (word 
tt againft his native country, let the national vengeanc* 
44 be vijited on him j let him find no quarter." — ( 1 rial of 
Meffrs. Sheares* 

The foregoing is more than fufficient to (how the na- 
ture of this affociation. My object has not been to write 
the hiftory of the late rebellion, but merely to (how that 
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its objeff* end* and means* were entirely fimilar to that of 
the infernal Se6t defcribed in the Memoirs that have juft 
been laid before the Englifh reader* May my country- 
men profit of this awful example in Ireland, and guard 
againft the infidious progrefs of that Se& in Great Bri- 
tain ! 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

When we turn our eyes toward Great Britain, afib- 
ciations of a fimilar tendency appear; under a great di- 
verfity of names indeed, but all actuated by a fimilar (pi- 
nt. Their firft obje£t was, to captivate the minds of the 
people by means of w lectures delivered on political fub- 
u je<5ts, calculated by their very extravagance to catch 
<c the attention of the audience* and in the courfe of them 
a every topic was employed that could inflame their 
a minds, alienate them from the laws and conftitution of 
a their country, and habituate them to principles of fe- 

* dition and rebellion. The moft violent publications 
u to the fame effect were fecretly but generally circulated 
<c in hand-bills, both in the metropolis and in the remote 
u parts of the country. Every point that could excite 
tt difcontent, according to the purfuits, interefts, or pre- 
a judices, of different claffes, has been fucceflively dwelt 
w on, and always in fuch a manner as to connect it with 
u the leading defign. The attempt to accomplifli this 
" End has appeared in the fhape even of play-bills and 
<c fongs ; feditious toafts, and a ftudied feleftian of the 
u tunes which have been moft in ufe in France fince the 
<c Revolution, have been applied to the fame purpofe, of 
<c endeavoring to render deliberate incitements to every 
* 4 fpecies of treafon familiar to the minds of the people/* 
( Eng. 2d Report^ p. 20. ) — u In the fame manner (fay 
u the confpirators) that a farmer may be roufed by the 
<c mention of tythes* the Jboe-makers may by the excefftve 
<c dearnefs of leather* the inn-keeper by the numerous and 
<c unneeejfary fianding army* and ALL by a temperate* 
c< and difpajjionate relation of the immenfe number of fine- 
« cure places and ufelefs offices* in which the corrupt and' 

*" proftitute favorites, agents, &c. of the Rich and Great 
K riot in the fpoils and plunder wrefted from thehuiband- 

* man, mechanic, &c. — (Jp. C. p. 28.) 

. The affociation that took the lead was, the Society 



Digitized 



by Google 



HISTORICAL PART\ #85 

for Constitutional Information, which on the 
23d of March, 1791, voted thanks to Thomas Paine for 
his work on the Rights of Man, — (Ibid 21.) Other fo- 
cieties, fuch as thofe of Sheffield, Manchefter, &c. pafled 
fimilar votes for his having demonft rated the rights of 
man in a manneryi clear and convincing. In May, 1793, 
this fociety refolved, that a communication fliould be 
opened with the facobin Club of Paris ; and an addrefc 
to that club was tranfmitted, figned by the chairman. An 
addrefs was alfo voted to the National Convention on the 
9th of November, 1792, in confequence of the attack of . 
the 10th of Auguft on the French Monarch, ftyling the 
Convention "fervants of the fovereign people^ and bene- 
« faclors of mankind. Ihe benefits (they fay) will in part 
« beoursy but the glory will be all your own; and it is the 
« reward of your perfeverance; it is the prize of virtue/' 
*^(Ibid 24.) 

Another affociation, calling itfelf the London Cor- 
responding Societ y, was inftituted in January, 1792. 
It immediately formed a clofe connection with the Society 
for Conftitutianal Information; on the J2th October, 
1792, it framed an addrefs to the French Convention; 
the deputies who prefented it, " after pointing out their 
« wiihes to effect in this country a revolution fimijar to 
« that made in France, confider the example of France as 
w having; made revolutions eafy ; adding, that it would not 
« be extraordinary, if in a fhort ipace of time the French 

," (hould fend addrefles of congratulation to a National 
" Convention of England-, and the prcfident in his anfwer 
« fays, the moment^ without doubt, approaches when the 
« French will bring congratulations to the National Con- 
« venfion of Great Britain." — (Ibid. 25J The frater- 
nal embrace and the honors of the fitting were the natu- 
ral recompenfe of fuch patriotic declamation. The fan- 
guinary Barrere, St. Andr&and the infolent Roland were 
declared honorary members, and the fpeeches of the two 
former on the trial of Louis XVI. were entered on the 
books of the fociety. 

Various focieties were now formed in different parts 
of England, all correfponding with thofe in London, as 
thsir centre, Reform in parliament, univerfal fuffrage, 
and annual elections, were the objects held out to the over- 
credulous. Soon we iind the London Society for Con- 

► STiTUTjOtfAi, Information and the L,ondon Cor- 
Ccc 
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responding Society in clofe conne&ion with, and 
actually dire&ing, fimilar focieties at Hertford; at 
Cambridge; in Norfolk, at Norwich \ atLiECEs- 
ter; in Warwickshire, at Coventry and Birming- 
ham; at Nottingham; in Derbyshire, at Derby 
and Be/per; in Cheshire, at Stockport ; in Lanca- 
shire, at Liverpool and Manchejier ; in Yorkshire, 
in the Weft-Riding, at Sheffieild, Leeds, Bradford, Hal- 
ifax, Huddersfield, and Wakefield \ in Northumber- 
land, at Newcafile upon Tyne, &c. Aflbciations were 
alfo formed at Bristol. With refpedt to Scotland, 
Edinburgh appears to have been the central point for 
that country correfponding with London. In the interior 
of Scotland, and under its direction, we find many towns, 
fuch as Leith, Dundee, Perth, Stirling, Kilfytb, Kyrkin- 
tulloch, Glafgow (which alfocorrefponded with London) 
Paijley, Strathaven, Dalkeith, &c. The fame rules of 
proceeding, and for fubdividing the focieties, are to be 
traced again. But nothing can better illuftrate the na- 
ture of thcfe aflbciations than that of ShefSeJd. 

This affociation they tell us (Appendix D.) themfelves, 
<c originated in an aflembly oi five or fix mechanics, who 
M by their meeting at fome one of their houfes, and con- 
<c verfing about the enormous high price of proviftons > the 
tt grofs abufes this nation labors under from the unbound* 
u ed authority of the Monopolifers of all ranks y from the 
" king to the peasant; the wafteandlavifhof the pub- 
" lie property by placemen, penfioners, luxury, and de- 
u bauchery, fources of the grievous burthens under which 
a the nation groans ; together with the mock reprefent- 
a ation of the people ; — thefe being the fubje&s of their 
a converfation, they concluded, that nothing but DARK- 
" ness and ignorance in the people could fuffer die 
<c rights of every freeman to he thus violated" They 
then invited their neighbors to deliberate on this patrio- 
tic difcovery; they re-printed an edition of 1600 copies 
of Paine* s Rights of Man, and fold it at fix-pence to en- 
lighten their fellow-countrymen. They ftyle themfelves 
the Society for Conftitutional Information, write up to 
London, on the 15th of January, 1792, to requeft the 
favor u of forming a connexion with all the like foci- 
tt eties in England, and efpecially with thofe or fome of 
u them in London, the Thatched-houfe, the London-ta- 
" vern, or others, and humbly folicit their advice and aft- 
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* fiftance in the accomplishing thereof, in order to form , 
** our refolves fimilar to theirs * becaufe, as we are a&u- 
* c ated by the same caufe and principle^ and all our in- 
€i terefts being one y our fentiments ought and muft be the 
"fame" In about four months after, they inform the 
London Society, that tt not only their large and popu- 
<c lous town, but the whole neighborhood for many miles 
u round about, have an attentive eye upon them ; and that 
u moft of the towns and villages were forming themfelves 
44 into Jimilar ajfociations r JlricJly copying after us ." They 
alfo declare their pbjeflt to be, " a radical reform of 
* c the Country as foon as prudence and difcretion would 
tt permit, and eftablilhed on thatfyftem which is confift- 
tt ent with the rights of man" They requeft that cer- 
tain members of their affociation may be admitted to the 
London meeting, which now becomes the regulating com- 
mittee, that u a more clofe connection might be formed 
<c and communication be maintained, " for the extenfion of 
" ufeful knowledge from town to village>and from village 
<c to town, until the whole nation be fufficiently enligbt- 
<c ened and united in tie fame caufe, which cannot fail of 
tt being the cafe wherever the moft excellent works of 
a Thomas Paine find reception." Should any perfon 
wiflj to be convinced, that all thefe, as well as the Irifli 
focieties, were formed on Weifhaupt'scorrefponding fcale, 
let him attend to the improvement which the Sheffield 
people were about to adopt at the end of the 4th month, 
and after this offspring of the difcontented mechanics had 
corresponded with London : u It is certainly (they fay) 
" the bed way of managing large bodies, as in great and 
" populous towns; viz. dividing them into fmall bodies 
" or meetings of ten perfons each, and thofe ten to ap 
<4 point a delegate. Ten of thefe delegates form another 
a meeting, and (6 on, delegating from one to another, till 
iC at laft they are reduced to a proper number for conftU 
" tuting the Committee or Grand Council." After 
this, it is really ufelefs to trouble my reader with ;any 
thing more on the nature or principles of the focieties of 
Great Britain. We find fubfcriptions carried on for the 
defence of the profecution commenced againft Thomas 
Paine. The Scotch Societies agree with thofe of Eng- 
land to hold a Convention, which, tho' not general from 
England, met in O&ober, 1793. — (Appendix f.)— A 
letter was there read from the four united focieties of lie* 
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land. Citizens Hamilton Rowan and Simon Butler at- 
tended from Dublin, but were not delegated', however, 
the latter made a report to the convention on the ftate of 
Ireland. MargaroU a London delegate, faid, « The fo- 
" cieties in "London are very numerous, though fomewhat 
a fluctuating. In fome parts of England whole towns 
<c are reformers; Sheffield and its environs have 50 .OOd. 
" In Norwich there are 30 focieties in one. — If we couid 
" get a convention of England and Scotland called, we 
c< might reprefent fix or /even hundred tboufand males, 
<c which is a majority of all the adults in the kingdom; 
a and mini dry would not dare to refufe us our rights." 
They had held fourteen fittings, when the magistrates 
thought proper to put a flop to it and arreft fome of the 
members; others aped the conduct of the tiers etat at 
Versailles, when ordered to difperfe, and adjourned from 
place to place; happily, however, they did not fucceed* 
All their forms, and even their modes of (peech, were 
fervilely copied from the French. After the numerous 
adherents that they had feduced, it is natural to think that 
the teachers of the Sect thought it time to bind the mon- 
gers who dared oppofe them ; to effectuate this, pikes 
were forged in different parts of Great Britain. " A 
<c plan (writes the fecretary of the Sheffield fociety y in 
<c April, 1794) has been formed for carrying into effect: 
« this . neceifary buftnefs (of arming), rike-blades are 
<c made with hoops for the fhaft to fit the top ends; the 
tc bottom end of the (hafts fhould be about an inch thick- 
cc er, and fir is recommended for the (hafts, felecSed by 
" perfons who are judges of wood. The blades and 
u hoops will be fold at the rate of one (hilling, properly 
u tempered and polifhed. The money fent with the or- 
« ders." — (2d Report, p. 2) — '1 be fecretary of the Cor- 
ref ponding Society gave directions where the pikes might 
•be procured (page 5) ; thofe who could procure mus- 
kets learned the ufe of them, exercifing by candle-light, 
or under pretext of loyal aflbciations ; that which affumed 
the name of Loyal Lambeth would admit none but thofe 
, who were members of the Correfponding Society, or who 
promifed to become fo; nor had this armed affociation 
hem authorifed by government. Meanwhile Scotland had 
made fuch progrefs, that the brethren there not only be- 
gan to arm with pikes, but alio turned their mind towards 
acting ! The plot was fortunately difcovered. A (herifPs 
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officer went to fearch the houfe of a Mr. Watt, for fome 
goods which were fuppofed to have been fecreted, as be- 
longing to a bankrupt of the name of Neilfon, and who 
has iince commenced preacher in England. In this fearch 
he found fome pikes; and in a fecond (made in the fame 
week, on the- 15th of May, 1794) many more were dis* 
covered in a clofet. This gave rife to enquiries, and it 
was found that no lefs than 4000 pikes had been ordered 
for Perth, beiide thofe wanted for Edinburgh. It was far- 
ther difcovered, that this Watt was a member of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means delegated from the remnants 
of the convention; that he had in this committee read a 
plan " For feizing on the Lord Juftice Clerk, the Lords 
" of Seffion, and the Lord Provoft. A fire was to be 
u lighted at the Excife, and when the foldiers were com- 
" ing down, the people were to fall on them and feize the 
" Banks." As foon as this had fucceeded, a proclama- 
tion was to be iflued, " Defiring all far mersnot to remove 
£i their grain under pain of death, and all gentlemen not 
ic to go three miles from their houfes." This grand plan 
was communicated to the Societies by means of travel- 
ling adepts, who had a certificate authorizing them to 
call at the Societies. It was not figned, but feals were 
attached to the cornmilfion. The plan executed, and the 
u Arijiocrats feized y " couriers were to be fent to the 
country with the news. In Watt's houfe were alfo found 
the types of the hand-bill contained in Appendix A. No. 
I. and dated Dundee, April 12, 1794, which was diftri- 
buted among the Fencibles, to ftir them up to revolt.— • 
The manner of diftributing them is worthy of remark, as 
being common to England as well as to Scotland. Dow- 
nie, who was alfo a member of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and who was convicted with Watt, after 
giving fome to a perfon who was to diftribute them, 
u defired him to throw the parcel on the floor ; and if 
" any body afked him where he got it, he might fay he 
" found it." A (hort time after, thefe hand-bills found 
their way to the foldiers in garrifon at Dalkeith. — (See 
the Trials of Watt and Downie, in Augujl and Septem** 
her, 1794.; 

On the 1 2th of April, 1797, England witnefTed the 
awful fight of its fleet in open infurre&ion. Here, as on 
land, we find oaths of fecrecy and of union, delegates, and 
accord of fyttem pervading the whole mutiny. At Portf* 
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piQMth it was happily quelled, in a great degree, by die 
20th of April; fome draggling (hips would indeed (how 
(Vnptoms of revolt, from time to time, both there and at 
Plymouth : At length the great mutiny at the Nore broke 
out on the izth ofMay y and was nor fuppreffed till the 
month of June. Many of the mutineers were brought to 
trial j and Parker, their leader, was hanged on the 30th 
of June. No authentic document appeared on thefe -trials, 
indeed, that could connect this mutiny with the fecret fo- 
cieties on land; but, if we look to dates, it will be evi- 
dent, that the Corresponding Society did net view this in- 
furredtion of the fleet with an indifferent eye. I here al- 
lude t<^ the papers that appeared on the trial of a man of 
tike name of F*ilowes y who had been a journeyman car- 
penter before he took to the patriotic line; he was tried 
at Maidftpne on the 13th of March, 1798, (bis trial hav- 
ing been deferred at his own requeft) and fentenced to two 
years imprifonment. The account of the tranfa&ion giv- 
en by the prifoner, as appeared in evidence, is as follows : 
<4 That he lodged at a Mr. Wratten's houfe in Maidftone ; 
44 that a parcel came there on the lStb of May > 1797, (the 
44 fleet in full mutiny) directed, to Mr. Wratten, by a 
44 Charing-Croft coach.— The wife opened the parcel; 
44 and, as Mr. Wratten was from home, he (Fellowes) 
w told the wife, that the papers it contained belonged to 
44 one of the focieties ; there was to be a meeting, he told 
44 her, on that night at the Ro/e and Crown; that he would 
44 carry them there, and take the fenfe of the meeting. He 
44 accordingly did foj read one of them, and none of the 
44 fociety made any obje&ion. He then laid them on the 
44 table> and the members of the fociety helped them/elves 
44 as they thought proper " (or, perhaps, found t hem y 2S was 
the cafe with the hand-bills in Scotland.) Some of the 
bills were carried from this meeting to another divifton 
of the fociety, fitting at the Cajlle Inn^ under the pretence 
of knowing whether they were legal ; but, whether legal 
or not, they were diftributed before morning among the 
foldiers then at Maidftone. — The paper began thus :— 
14 To the BritiQi Army: — Comrades, are we not men? 
44 — Is it not high time we fhould prove we know our- 
4C felves to be fuch ? — Are we any where refpe&ed as men 
44 — and why are we not? — Have not wrong notions of 
44 difcipline led us to our prefent defpifed condition ? — Is 
44 there a man among us who does nut wifli to defend his 
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«* country, and who would not willingly do it without be- 
a ing fubjeft to the infolence and cruelty of effeminate 
u puppies? IVere not the Sailors (at that time in full 
" infurre&ion), like «x, mrckedfor want of thought^ tho* 
" not fo much defpifed for poverty as we are ? Have they 
" not proved that they can think and ACT for them- 
"felves, and preferve every ufeful point of difcipline full 
c< as well, or better than when under the tyranny of their 
a officers? 9 * Then comes a heap of declamation againft 
the officers, againft Parliament, againft barracks, (a ter- 
rible grievance, as it guards the foldiers from falling an 
cafy prey to the difcontented) and on thefyftem of cloth- 
ing ; the Addrefs then proceeds : — " Thefe are a few of 
c * our grievances, and but a few; what (hall we do?— 
<c The tyranny of what is falfely called difcipline prevents 
<c us from acling like other men. We cannot even give in 
u a petition for that which common honefty would freely 
iC have given us long ago. We have only two choices^ ei- 
K ther to fubmit to the prefent impofitions, or demand the 
<c treatment proper for men. The power is all our own. 
<c The regiments which fend you this are willing to do 
<c their part." (Can the Correfponding Society here de- 
nominate themfelves regiments, in confequence of their 
pike-bufinefs?) " They can (how their countrymen they 
" can be foldiers without being flaves y and will make their 
" demands as foon as they know you ivMhot draw the 

" TRIGGER AGAINST THEM. — Of this we will judge 

<* when we know you have diftributed this bill, not only 
<c among your comrades, but to every foldier whom you 
tt know in every part of the country — Be fober — Be 
" ready." The whole of this trial took place in prefence 
of feveral of the members of the Correfponding Society 
of Maidftone; and after the fentence of two years impri- 
fonment was pafled on Fellowes, and that he was taking 
from the bar, fome of his friends confoled him by faying, 
u Two years! that is a Jong while; but Buonaparte will 
" be here before that," However this vapouring Came- 
leon is little to be dreaded by Britons. 

Hand-bills of the fame nature were difperfed among the 
army in other parts, and particularly in London; but, like 
true foldiers, they only anfwered by offering rewards 
(colle&ed from their pay) for the difcovery of the mis- 
creants who had conceived fo mean an opinion of them 
as to think they could be feduced from their duty* A par- 



Digitized 



by Google 



39* antisocial conspiracy; 

cd of hand-bills, in the very terms here mentioned, was* 
thrown into the ftables of the Second Regiment of Horfe 
Guards, between the hours of one and three in the morn- 
ing, but was treated with the contempt it deferved. The 
diilribution of fuch hand-bills, and the proof adduced at 
Maidftone, will caufe much lefs furprize, when it is known, 
that u the defign of endeavoring to feducc the army from 
<c their duty had been the frequent fubject of converiation 
K among fome members of the Correfponding Society; it 
<c even appears, that a project was repeatedly agitated a- 
" mong them, of ftriking a fudden blow, and beginning 
<c by fecuring the Royal Family and the Members of both 
<c Houfbs of Parliament, with the hope (as it was exprefs- 
" ed) that the army being without leader s, would no long- 
<c er oppefe their attempts. — (2d Report, p. 17.) 

The Irifh fyftem was now fully adopted in Scotland; 
as on the 21ft October, 1797, a pcribn juft arrived from 
Scotland brought a Scotch Conttitution to a County Meet- 
ing at Down Patrick, u which was tvordfor word the 
<c fame as that of the lrifh, only the words United 'North 
«* Britons were fubftituted for United Irishmen." — 
(Irijh Appendix, No. XIV.) — And on the 5m of Janu- 
ary, 1798, The United Britons fend the addrefs already 
mentioned in the account of Ireland, declaring that " The 
" Society of the Friends of the People and that for Conjii- 
u tutional Information had difcontinued their exertions; 
f that the London Correfponding Society, and other focie- 
cc ties in union with it, had arifen upon their ruins."— 
(Ibid.) — The delegates who carried it informed the Na- 
tional Committee of Ireland, that * c England, Scotland, 
c < and Ireland, were in future to be confidered as one peo- 
ple, acting for one common caufe; that legiflators were 
" now ch of en from the three kingdoms, to act as an Exe- 
xc cutivefor the whole." — Whither does this infor- 
mation naturally lead us ? Surely to that paper which gave 
rife to the famous trial at Maidftone of Quigley, Binns, 
i O'Connor, &c. ? It began thus : " The Secret Committee 
<c of England to the Executive Directory of France— 
* c Health and Fraternity — 'he 6th of.Pluviofe (or Janu- 
44 ary 25th, exactly twenty days after the addrefs to Ire- 
<c land.) Citizen Directors-— we are called toge- 
" ther, on the wing of the moment, to communicate to 
* c you our fentiments; the citizen who now prefents them 
.** to you ? and who was the bearer of them before, having 
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•1 but a few hours to remain in town, expe& not a labor- 
• c ed addrefs from us; but plainnefc is the great charge- 
** teriftic of republicans. 

c< Affairs are now drawing to a great and awful crifis\ 
gl t tyranny, (haken to its bafis, feems about to be buried 
" in its own ruins. With the tyranny of England that of 
* all Europe muft fall. Hafte then, Great Nation, 'pour 
** forth thy gigantic force ! Let the hafe defoot feel thine 
^ avenging ftroke,and let one oppreffed nation carol forth 
u the praifes of France at the altar of liberty. 

u We faw with rapture your proclamations ; they met 
u our warmeft wiflies,and removed doubts from the minds 
a of millions. Go on ! Englijhmen will be ready tofecond 
** your efforts ! ! /" Whatfpurious breed of Englishmen 
are thele ? What race of Engliihmen have fufFered them- 
fclves to be led away by fuch bafe-born cowards ? Is rt in 
the life-time of a Howe, a Hood, a Bridport, a St. Vin-> 
cent, a Duncan, or a Nelfon, that they dare invite thefe 
enemies of the human race to come and pillage this flou- 
rilhing country i Are the fans culottes then to lord it in 
London ftreets, bearing on pikes in fanguinary triumph 
the heads of the beft men of England, with the hideous 
yells of Equality and Liberty ? V ainly (hall fuch fyco- 
phants, in the hope of partaking of the general pillage 
and of defpoiling their fellow-countrymen (for, from the 
king to thepeafant, all are declared monopolizers) fpread 
the terror of French arms and the impoflibility of refitt- 
ing them. No i far from us be fuch teachers and fuch 
leaders, who only beguile the unheedy to lead them to 
beggary, wretchednefs, or the gallows. Englishmen 
are loyal, manly y and brave \ and when once they (hall 
have unmafked thefe infidious brethren, they need never 
doubt of vi<9»ry. But to return to the addrefs :-^-The 
nation is reprefented to be on the eve of bankruptcy ; as 
making great progrefs in democracy ; and as placing little 
confidence in the leaders of oppofition fat leaft fuch was 
the explanation of that paflage given by the Counfel for 
Mr. OConnor). It then proceeds: 

" Already have the Englifh fraternized with the Irifli 
cc and the Scots; and a delegate from each now fits 
*f with u$. The faqred flame of liberty is rekindled, the 
u holy obligation of brotherhood is received with en- 
M tbufiafm. Even jn the Fleets and Amits it makes 
Odd 
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"Jime progrefs. Disaffection prevails in boih % and 
<c United Bruain burns to break her chains." 

I had forgotten to fpeak of a circumftance relating to* 
tl •• fleets. Engliftimen have viewed with horror ihe (eerie 
of the Hermione frigate, whofe crew rofe on their officers, * 
murdered them, and carried the (hip into the enemy's ' 
port. They have feen many other plots laid ( but fortunate- 
ly difcovered) to murder the officers and give up the (hips' 
to the enemy. Looking back, to the oath adminiftered to ' 
the military in Ireland, " to be true to the French," and' 
the plans agreed upon " to murder their officers and de- 
liver the arms up to the towns- people," the reader will 
not be fo much at a lofs to judge whence fuch atrocious* 
plots could arife, or what the progrefs of the brother-' 
hood in the fleets can mean. God forbid, that I fhould 
mention this -with any idea of reproach to thofe gallant 
men who have fince fo glorioufly obliterated every ftair* 
that could have attached to their conduct during the mu- 
tiny. They faw with regret that they had fallen victims 
to feduefcion, and they glorioufly revenged themfelves on 
the enemies of their country. They have counteracted 
the atrocious plans of the confpiring Brotherhood f and 
when I mentioned the mutiny, it was only to remind them, 
that crafty feducers could perchance furprize their natural, 
honefty. 

It continues : " United as we are, we only wait with 
" impatience to fee the Hero of Italy, and the brave ve- 
u terans of the Great Nation. Myriads will hail their 
^ arrival with (If outs of joy ; they will foon finilh their 
" glorious campaign ! Tyranny will vanifh from the 
"face of the earthy and^ crowned with laurels, the in- 
a vincible army of France will return to its native coun- 
a try y there long to enjoy the well earned praife ofagrate~ 
u ful world jwhofe freedom they have pure hafed with their 
« blood." (L. S.) 

pid fycophants ever beg more earneftly for the plun- 
der and devaftation of their fellow-countrymen ; for they 
could no longer plead ignorance of the views of the 
French ? Colonel Tate had made his defcent on the coaft 
of Wales the 22d of February, 1797, and his iaftru&ions, 
figned by Hoche,* the faithlcfs conqueror of Quiberon, 

* * Thefe inftroclions were much cavilled at by thofe papers 
that are ever founding the praifes of the French Revolution ; 
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ordered him c< to execute a coup de main on Briftol;" 
for its deftru&ion was " of the very laft importance, and 

* every poffible effort fliould be made to accomplifti it," 
on account of its riches and commerce. The troops were 
to be landed by night tf withinfive miles of the town, 
c ? in the greateft filence, and being fupplied with com- 
a buftible matter, were to advance rapidly in the dark, 

* on that fide of Briftol which might be to windward, 
V and immediately fet fire to that quarter. If the enter- 
K prize be conducted (they fay) with dexterity, it cannot 
!* fail to produce? the total ruin of the town, the port, the 
fVdocks, and the veffels, and to ftrike terror and amaze- 
<c mem into the very heart of the capital of England.'* 
Let the inhabitants of Briftol now call on thofe infiduous 
brethren who dare commune with them, and afk them, 
Whether they alfo approve of this invitation of the bro- 
therhood to the French, as they cc applauded and appro* 

, <c vedtberefolution oj forming another general convention* 9 
on the 24th of April, 1794, after the difperfion of the 
Scotch Convention in December, 1 793. After reading 
Hoche's Inftrudtions, will they write again to the London 
Correfponding Society—" we read — we blufhed-~-w$ 
tt - took courage-— »we did more ; for we refolved on re-as- 
c * fembHng." If fo they do, it is to be hoped that they 
will do it for the purpofe of making public atonement to 
their fellow-townfoen for their paft conduct; for they 
can no longer fay " 'tis a noble — 'tis a virtuous— 'tis a 
a god- like and immortal caufe — in which we arc now mu- 
,1 tually embarked." — (Appendix H.) 

and even fo late as the 31ft of October, 1798, the Courier 
boJdJy declaies them to be a clumfy fabrication of the minifte- 
rial writers. The Englilh nation at large fhoutd know that, 
thofe instructions were never doubted of by any well informed 
perfon, from the firftfeizure of them by Lord Cawdor in Fe- 
bruary, 1797; thai they were depofued at the Secretary of 
State's office ; that they are alluded to in the report made the 
9th of May, 1798, by the Uoufe of Comrooos On t he treatment 
ifprifoners of war, and are published in the Appendix (A. 
Ne. XC.J to that report. When the reader is informed that 
an office is eftabliuVd, Rue du Bacq> for the delivery of the 
Courier at Paris, that it is Itror.gly recommended by a crea- 
ture of the Directory, in one of their periodical papers, while 
ail other Englifli papers, but one, ate profcribed, his furprize 
will ceafe, as it is natural tv expert that fome return mufl be 
made to the Directory by the editor of this pnprr for io niaik* * 

td a favor, though it were at the expenfe of titan. 
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The InftTuftions proceed: * The «cpe*lfcii amfer 
** Colonel Tate has in view Ante principal objec~te j thfc 
tt firft is, if poflible, to raife an fnfarre&ron in cheootm* 
w try j the fecond is, ts interrupt *nd ernbarrttfs the cam* 
tf ywrr/ *jf M* *«rf/«y i #>d *he third, to jprepare and ftcii 
" litate the way for a defceht,by dtftr&oifigthe attention 
c< of the Englifti government, 

tt In ail countries the poor are the claft mott prone tri 
cc infurre&ioni- and this <dijp*Jition is to be chtryp&i bj 
« diftributihg ntoney *nd drinks by in v*ighi wg againjt 
€i the government, as TH£ ca**s£ of Tite public dis- 
cc tress 5 by recommending and facilitating a rifing, ttf 
ft plunder the public ftores and magazines, and the pro-J 
v perty of iht ^ich, whofe affluence is the natural fubje£t 
<c of eriVy to the poor,'* By fach means * numbers of 
" artizans and Workmen, of vagabonds and idlers, and 
* c even malefactors," Were to be attracted and " formed 
<{ into new companies Wider the command of French ofV 
* ficers 

,, " The commerce of the enemy in the country is to bfe 
« interrupted by breaking down bridges, cutting off dykes, 
u and ruining eaufeways, wrtnch is, at the fame time, es- 
Cl fentially fleceffary for {he preservation of the armjr; bf 
" plundering all convoys of fubfiftence, the public ftagc$ ; 
<* and waggons, and even private carnages j the cuting 
c< off the (applies of pro'viliows from the principal towns, 
** burning alj veffeis and boats in the rivers and canals, 
u deftroying magazines, fctting fire to docks and -cool-/ 
Xi yards, rope- walks, great manufactories, &c, &e. It is 
u to be obferved like wife, that by thefe means a crowd of 
c * artisans will he thrown out of ^/*/>/s>y,'andof tiouHe 
" be ready to embark in any meafure whidh holds out to 
u them fubfiftence and plunder Without labor or fatigue.** 
To be fure, the poor, the workmen, and artizans, are 
here held out as a moft profligate racej butHoche, it is to 
be remembered, fpeaks from the example of France, where 
the deftriicHon of manufacturing towns was looked upon 
as a means of recruiting the Jacobin ranks. Secret (oci- 

^ dies had prepared ihem for fuch horrid deeds in France; 
and Sheffield, Birmingham, and Manchefter, appear to 
have been $he firft objects of tht patriotic labors of die 
fecret focietics in England. 

a Subfiftence is to be feized wherever it can be found; 
" if any town or village refufe to fupply Uat th$ moment,. 
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** it is to h given up to immediate pillage \ yout fbldier* 
•* arc to carry with them nothing but their arms; they 
ct will find every where clothe s^ lineri^ and Jhoes ; the in- 
".habitants muft fupply your wants^ and the feats of th* 

* tpWy arc ta be ;jwr magazines. Wherever the Je* 
u igio%or any of .its columns, is pafted, if the neighboring 
c * pari{h«?s Jo not give m/lant notice of the approach of the 
u enemy by ringing bells, or other wife, they are to begivr 

tf ** Mp T)Q FIM AtfD SWOID. 

- a With bojdnefs and intelligence combined, you may 
*f eafily poifcfs yourfelf of Gbtfter or Liverpool, which 

* you will tmniby burning the magazine s, and filling up 

* the ports i or at leaft you will cut off all-communication 
M between ihofe cities and the interior,-— In order to 
a fpread {he consternation and aftonifliment as widely as 
" poflible, after the deftru&ion of Liverpool, (for this 
* c point ie capital ) y you muft follow your blow, aud feize 
« upon fome imaJl town or fea-port on that coaft, which 
a you will lay tinder contribution,^ Was it {I would 
aik) to prepare the town of Liverpool for fuch a Bite that 

fo early as 1792, fome of its inhabitants entered into a di» <? 
rt& correspondence with the London focieties that were 
at that time addreffing the Jacobins of Paris and hailing 
them at farthers? Did they then conceive, that within 
the fpace of iix years an addrefs would be fent to invite 
thofe Jacobins into England, bearing fuch inftru&ions as 
are now laid before the reader ?— ^During this timeHoche, 
in perfon was fuppofed to be in Ireland $ and my reader 
may eafily conceive, by thefe inftru&ions, the horrors that 
he would have committed himfelf, had he fucceeded in kit 
attempt at Bantry-Bay, Two other French parties were 
to have been acting in concert with Tate, in all probabi- 
lity with fimilar inttru&ions, in Yorkshire, Durham, and 
Northumberland j and without doubt thefe parties, if fuc-» 
cefsful, would have as radically reformed the conftitution x 

as could have been defired by that aflbciation at Newcas- 
tle upon Tyne, which wrote, on the 24th of April* 1794* 
to inform the -London Correfponding Society how cuw> 
ninglythey met every week, w admitting none but knoxvn 
" friends y and afTuming no name but that of newspa- 
" P£K-companies." News indeed ! their town burnt, 
their port deftroyed — Great news — bloody news for the 
frienps. Should they, however, not have been the Aril 
object of the rapacity of the implacabje enemy, and, learn- 
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ing by the example of Briftol, have conceived hopes of 
preferving their town, by petitioning his majefty for a. 
military force, would they (I make bold toaflc) patrioti. 
cally finifh their petition, by " Farewell, hoping t&g.HY- 
cc DRA OF TYRANNY AND IMPOSITION JbaJl fo 9n fall 

a under the guillotine or truth and reason! V* 
Let them learn before it is too late. — (AppenJixj H. p. 
121). 

in February laft, the United Britifh were {Wearing in 
profelytes in the Borough; and thefe feducers would have 
continued their feditious pra&ices, had they not been put 
to flight by the magiftratcs of Union-hall; and John Cor- 
mick, in his declaration of July, 1798, itaed, that « htf 
*:knows there is an agent for the United Britifh refident 
* in Paris, and'that there are agents both for the United 
w Britifh and lrifli refident at Hamburg." — ( Irijh Ap. 
No. XXX/l)—Thus are we led to July, 1798, by au- 
thentic documents, which will be more than enough to 
convince the moft obftinate fecptick, that this compiring 
Sedf, is ever atStive and vigilant, to betray its countrymen 
into the hands of the moft implacable of enemies. 

Would to God that every Englifhman would re fled 
on the proceedings of Secret Societies! how clearly 
might he perceive their twofold object— of overturning 
a conftitution that has led England to the furnmit of glo- 
ry and profperity; and of ere&mg a power, on bloodfhed, 
rapine, and the negledt of every iocial duty. On the one 
fide, we fee the Rights of man, Equality and Liberty, fet 
forth by thefe infidious teachers, to prove to the induftri- 
ous laboror and unwary artizan, that it is a breach of 
their rights to fee the inhabitants of the earth diftingui fil- 
ed into claiTes fubordinate to different ranks and fubje& 
to Superiors; that were thefe diftin&i oris of monopolizers 
once broken, the people would be then repoffeiTed of their 
imprefcriptible rights; that tyrannical laws would no 
longer reprefs the glorious zeal for the welfare of man- . 
kind, and defpotically condemn thofe real patriots^ the 
friends of man and the defenders of their rights. The 
exitting governments are reprefented as an infringement 
of the rights of the people; the magistrates and military 
as agents of defpotifmj the clergy as impoftors. On the 
other fide, to eltabliih the rebellious power of the Secret 
Societies, any number of perfons being rendered discon- 
tented by hearing the perpetual declamations of thofe ^o- 
I 
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Rttcal libertines^ an oath of fecrecy and union is tendered 
to them; their curioiity and enthufiafm is next worked 
Upon by the hopes of fecrets of high importance; they 
make profelytes; their aflemblies foon become too nu* 
ihcrous; it is hinted that it would be dangerous, under* 
the exifting circumftances, to meet in fuch numbers; it 
is propofed and agreed that they {hould divide, by tens fat 
example; that, in order to eftablifli a fort of fubordma- 
tion, each fociety {hould choofe a delegate ; then the ten 
delegates depute one of theirs to a higher degree; fo from. 
degree to degree we rife to the Grand and Regulating 
Committee. One would think they had forgotten their 
declamations againft rank and Superiors, The leaft breach 
of fecrecy is to be pumlhed by poifon or the dagger- Dis-. 
obedience is feverely punifhed ; and when we look to the 
Jacobin oath we find that neither Father , Another, Friend, 
Relation, nor even Mijlrefs> are to be fpared* when ths 
good of the caufe is in queition. Is it that a few rebels,' 
ftyJing themfelves a Secret Committee, may in conjunc- 
tion with the moft inveterate enemies of thefe kingdoms 
plunder and defpoil their fellow-countrymen, that Euglifli- 
men will hearken to thefe feducers ? Shall a few frantic 
Jacobins, becaufe they are arrived at the fummit of the, 
pyramid, there to receive the Joathfome fumes of blafphe- 
my and rebellion, lord it over a nation that can boaft of a 
Sovereign whofe virtues and paternal affe&jon have rather 
made him the father than the ruler of the nation; — of at 
Houfe of Lords, defcribed even by the Jacobin Lacroix, 
u as precious to the nation, becaufe it is a rampart of its 
cc liberties,"—* of a Houfe of Commons ever watchful of 
the real rights of the people, in fpite of the declamations 
of the Brotherhood to reprefent it as the contrary;* over 

* Few people would fofpeft, that the debates in Parliament 
could ever be converted into a tool for the propagation of the 
views of the Correfponding Society. The following letter, 
however, will (how how carefully our anceftors had forefeen 
every danger, when they ordained that the debates (hould be 
kept fecret ; it will aifo f.rve to explain the vehemence of ma- 
ny, on the occahon of the recent clearing of the galleries and 
bar during certain debates of high and ticklifh importance, fuch, 
for example, as the Irifh bufinefs. This letter from the Lon- 
don Correfponding Society (Appendix E. March 4 1793) is 
Written to a fociety at Sheffield : " With regard to petitioning 
•* Parliament, we are unanimous in the opinio. 1, that fuch a 
" petition will not produce a reform ; yet, from many coafi- 
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4 nation* in fliort, that can boaft of Laws which, formed 
by the mutual confent of King, Lords* and Commons^ 
have led it to unparalleled glory* profperity, and riches ? 
Is it to men who have been feated on juries* who hare 
attended the public courts of juftice, that thefe feducers 
fhall hold forth on the mal-adaiinjftration of juftice? Shall 
a loyal army and victorious navy be reprelented as the 
agents of defpotiftn and tyranny, becaufe they will not 
rnurder their officers and defert to the enemy ?^~No* En- 
glifhmen \ fuch efforts {hall ever meet with the contempt 
they deferve j union, honefty* and loyalty, fhall lead us 
to victory \ and, ever mindful of our duties to God and 
man, we may bid defiance to the malignity of our inter- 
nal, and the rapacity of our external foes* 

So he it! 

" derations, we are now perfuaded, that if every fociety in the 
•' ifland would fend forward a petition, we fhould ultimately 
•* gain ground ; for as much as // willfirce the prefent mem- 
€t hers ofthefenate repeatedly to difcufs thefubjeft : and their 
" deliberations i printed in the different new/papers, will moft 
** naturally awaken the public mind towards the objeQ of our 
€t purfuit ; the nation once informed that a reform in Parlta- 
€C ment is fought for from different quarters, gives rife to de- 
*' bates in the Houfe of Commons, and is acknowledged by 
41 every rank to be wanting, will begin to exerci/e its o*wn rea- 
u Jon on the fubjeel (probably, as we have feen live or fix me- 
** chanics of Sheffield doing ) . A rrived at that period, we pre* 
" fume that our bufinefs will be nearly accompliihed." 



END OF THE FOURTH AND LAST PAET* 
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